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There exists in Science, Industry" 
measuring and specifying by means of \ 
like " to the ordinary man or woman, 
In everyday life one compares the col 
familiar object, for example an orange or' 
very approximate definition, and vario 
over the last 100 years to arrive at an 
description. 

Methods available. 

Collections of dyed samples, printed 
of coloured solutions, and coloured glass sli 
used" for comparison against the sample 
system has certain advantages and disadv 

The scientist can define a colour in te
 
to wavelengths.
 

The C.LE. system is a convenient nume
 
to interpret and which provides an unambi
 
colour, representing the effect that colour wo
 
average observer.
 

International Commission. 

In 1931, an international conference (Co 
de l'Eclairage, referred to in this booklet as c: 
system for the numerical specification of a colou 
agreed" standard observer." This system was d 
basis for all colour measuring instruments, so 
interchangeable between different instruments aJ 
provides a method for calculating and predicting 
mixtures and dilutions and so on. 

It is the intention of this booklet to explain 
and non-technical terms the basis of this convel 

On the assumption that the reader is not fan 
of colour measurement at all, it will be necessary tl 
fied definition of the various terms involved. . ,~ 
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