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Colloids are substances consisting of a homoge 
particles dispersed therein. Indian ink, the milky 
clays and humus, a soapy shaving cream, glue, a 
examples of colloids. The dispersed entities may 
molecules. 

Colloidal particles are smaller than coarse, filt 
than atoms and small molecules. Any colloid 
diameter is about 0~000001-0.0005 mm, i.e. lm  
Table 1 shows the dimensions of the dis 
examples. ! 
- .- 

Diameter of quartz grains in sand 
Diameter of human red blood cell 
Length of Bacillus coli 
Diameter of the particles in colloidal sulphur 
Dimensions of grippe virus 
Diameter of colloidal gold particles 
Length of the haemoglobin molecule 
Diameter of oxygen molecule 

----- 

Colloidal particles are invisible in ordinary 
pass the pores of ordinary filters. 

A term more general than that of colloid 
disperse system. The latter denotes any horn 
taining dispersed entities of any size and state. 
are composed of liquid particles dispersed in 
contain bubbles of gas. 

The degree of dispersion is a quantity v 
particle size; emulsions are usually of a 1 
this means that the droplets are relatively 

The properties and the behaviour of CO 

size and shape of the dispersed particles, as 

I Historical data 

SELMI (1843) was the first to investigate 
prepared A colloidal solutions of sulphur, 1 pr 

I 




