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Fifty years ago Sir Hugh Taylor an 
Catalysis in Theory and Practice, 
account of the catalytic phenome 
intervening years both the scientific 
of catalytic action and the technical 
processes have grown at  an ever acc 
greatly stimulated by the utilizatio 
as the ortho-para hydrogen, deute 
with radioisotopes and the develop 
in organometallic compounds, or 
detection of free radicals an 
as the various magnetic, opti 
of catalytic systems. On the 
synthesis and oxidation as well as 
oils are now so firmly established 
the ever expanding range of che 
industry so important as to ensure t 
will not be confined to academic 

The growth is revealed throug 
Institutes devoted to the study of 
expansion of the literature on the 
heterogeneous catalysis would co 
task. It is for personal reasons th 
in an attempt to portray some as 
pressed me. As an undergraduate 
Cambridge, I was deeply influence 
Irving Langmuir. A belated tribute 
might not be out of place in ackno 
them. If any more formal dedicati 
ing in the laboratory at Cambri 
with the problems of heterogeneoua 
butions to this subject when they w 
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