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i DEFI 

Clay is used as a rock term an 
mechanical analysis of sedimentary 
difficult to define precisely, because 
have been called clays. In general I earthy, fine-grained material which de 
limited amount of water. By plastia 

I moistened material to be deformed u 
with the deformed shape being retain 
removed. Chemical analyses of cl 
silica, alumina, and water, frequently 
alkalies, and alkaline earths. 

The difficulty is that some material 
abovk specifications. Thus; so-called 
plasticity when mixed with water. It 
attributes of clay. 

The term clay has no genetic signifii 
that  is the product of weathering, has B 
or has been deposited as a sediment. 

As a particle-size term, the clay fractic 
of the smallest particles. The maximu 
size grade is defined differently in diffen 
tendency has been to follow the Wentwo 
grade as material finer than about 4 mic~ 
tendency is to use 2 microns as the up1 
Although there is no sharp universal 1 
size of the clay minerals and nonclay mi 
a large number of analyses have shown 1 

for the clay minerals to be concentrated in 
or that  naturally occurring larger clay-mil 
t o  this size when the clay is slaked in 1 

1 Wentworth, C. K., A Scale of Grade and C 
Geol., SO, 377-392 (1922). 
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