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Introduction to ~olyrnl 

1.1 Basic Considerations on ; 
Polymers 

Matter generally assumes one of thn 
Gases are essentially shapeless an( 
exist or co-exist with the other two 1 
cake, for example. In fact, gas molt 
liquid or solid phase to create mix 
typical gas/ liquid and gaslsolid m 

The word "foam" derives from thf 
[I]. "Foam" refers to spherical gas1 
uum. There are a number of commc 
ranging from foamed pumice to se 

TABLE 1.1 

Typical Two-Phase 

Phenomena 

Gas bubbles on top of 
Gas bubbles dispersec 
Liquid bubbles in l i q ~  
Liquid bubbles in soli 
Gas Bubbles in solid 

TABLE 1.2 

Common Foamed Products 

Natural: Pumice, Tre 
Synthetic: 

Food: Steamed Ril 
Plastic: Seat Cushic 
Automotive: Arm-rest, L 
Sports: Helmet Pac 
Medical: Tape, Cask1 




