




·Cited 35 the method for organic carbon analysis in
the Federal R~gister. EPA Intt:rim Primary Drinking
Water Regulations, Part n. Thursday. February 9.
lQiS. p. 5780. paragraph 141.55. Analytical Methods ~61.

Toe inwater to a
precision of
+10 parts per
BILLION?
Yes. [And find

it FAST]
Developed in response to EPA's

public proposal Ci-76-0023. the
field-proven Dohrmann' DC-54

total organic carbon analyzer provides
sensitivity more than an order of magnitude higher

than previously available instruments. It.exceeds the EPA
specifications which called for a TOC analyzer with '"10 ppb precision

while preserving response to purgeables.•
These characteristics make the DC-54 ultra-low-level TOC analyzer ideally

suited for drinking water analysis.
Existing DC-50 and DC-52 TOC analyzers can be readily converted to these

specifications by merely adding the sampling module
and accessories of the DC-54.
The DC-54 uses the proven methodology of ultraviolet
promoted chemical oxidation followed by reduction to
methane and flame ionization detection. Analysis time is
less than 9 minutes. The range of the DC-54 is 0 to
10,000 ppb Ipg C-litrel.
Remember Dohrmann does it all-from drinking water
to waste water. And we support you with a Dohrmann
field sales and service staff, factory-trained and
dedicated to your needs.
Call Leon Hiam to find·out more. To receive literature,
write or circle the reader service number below.

ENVIROTEOH

=
DOHRMANN 32~ Scoll Boulevard

Santa Clara, CA 95050

CALL TOLL FREE 18001 538-7708

In Alaska, California, Hawaii, Puerto Rico.
coli collect 1408) 249·6000.
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Briefs

Detennkultlon 01 Lead In a Chloride Matrix wllh Ihe
Graphite Furnace 1234

Detection ofless than 20 pg oflead in 1% NaClz or MgClz
~IUtiODS is demonstrated after molybdenum coating of the
graphite furnace tubes and adding NH.NO. 83 a matrix
modifier.
D. C. MaD..Di.Dc aDd Walter Slavin.- The Perkin-Elmer Corpora­
tion. Norwalk, Conn. 06856 Anal. Chern .• 50 (/978)

Delennkultlon 01 Sliver In PreclpHatlon by Furnace
Alomic Absorption Spectrometry 1239

The determination of precipitable silver at levels down to 1
X 10-" "g/mL is described. The method is accurate to bet­
ter than ±20% for triplicate analyses.
J. D. Sheaffer ....d Gerald Mulvey, Department of Atmospheric
Science. Colorado State li'.ruversity, Fort Collins, Colo. 80523. and
R. K. Skacerboe,· Department of Chemistry. Colorado State Uni­
ve",ity, Fort Collina, Colo, 80523 Anal. Chern.• 50 (1978)

ChemIluminescence Fiber Optic Probe lor Hydrogen
Peroxlcle Baaed on the Lumlnol Reaction 1242

The delectability and response time of the CL fiber optic
probe are significantly better than observed with enzyme
electrodes. The detection limit is close to 10-6 M peroxide.
ThompsoD M. Freeman and W. Rudolf Seitz..· Department of
Chemistry. Unive",ity of New Hamspbire. Durham. N.H. 03824

Anal. Chern .• 50 (/978)

Determination of Trace Amounts 01 Alkyls and
Hydrides by Metastable Transfer Emission
Spectrometry 1247

Metastable transfer emission spectrometry can detect gas­
eous a!kyls and hydrides with sensitivities of less than I
ppb.
D. G. SUltOD,· J. E. Melzer, ....d G. A. Capelle. Aerophysics
Laboratory, The Ivan A. Getting L.tboratori.., The Aerospace
Corporation, EI Segundo. Calif_ 90245 Anal. Chern.• 50 (/978)

Determination of MIcrogram Amounts 01 Some
Trall8ll1on Metals In $eawater by Methyllsobulyl
Kelone-MllrIc Acid SUCC....ve Extraction and
FIarneIeA Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometry

1250

The detection limits for Ag, Cd, Cr, Cu, Fe, Ni, Pb, and Zn
are 0.02, 0.003, 0.05, 0.05, 0.20, 0.10, 0.03, and 0.03~, re­
spectively, with mean RSD ranging from 18 to 25%.
Tou Kal J ....• ....d David R. Youn" Southern California Coastal
Water Research Project, EI Segundo, Calif. 90245

Anal. Chern.• 50 (}978)

• Corresponding author.
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AlumInum Determination by Atomic Emission
Spectrometry wllh Calcium Atomization Inhibition
Titration 1253

The calcium flame emission technique allows aluminum
determination at less than 0.1 ppm with accuracy and pre·
cision of a few percent Bnd sufficient specificity for many
applications.
J. H. Liu and C. O. Huber,' Department of Chemistry, Universi­
ty of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Mil.....aukee. Wis. 53201

Anal. Chern., 50 (}978)

Determination 01 Trace Metals by Microwave Plaama
Spectrometry wHh an Atmospheric Pressure Helium
Discharge 1257

A recently designed 2450·MHz resonant cavity for generat­
ing microwave-induced plasmas is evaluated for metallic el­
ement determinations.
Andrew T. ZaDder and Gary M. Hiefl;e.· Department of Chern­
istr}', Indiana University, Bloomington, Ind. 47401

Anal. Chern.• 50 (}978)

Quanlllatlve Detection 01 Trace Impurities In Gases by
Inlrared Spectrometry 01 CryogenIc Solutions 1260

Improved sensitivity and specificity of infrared spectrome­
try is discussed as applied to the determination of trace im·
purities in various carrier or solvent gases.
Samuel M. Freund.' William B. Maier II. Redu.l F. Honand,
and Willard H. Beattie, University of California. Los Alamos Sci·
entific Laboralory, P.O. Box t663. Los Alamos. N.M. 87545

Anal. Chern .• 50 (}978)

Pholoacoustlc Spectroscopy Applied 10 Systems
InvolvIng PhotoInduced Gas Evolution or Consumption

1262

Systems studied include oxygen consumption in the photo­
oxidation of rubrene and gas evolution in the heterogene·
ous photocatalytic oxidation of acetic acid.
Robert C. Gray and AileD J. Bard.- Department of Chemistry,
The University ofTeus at Austin, Austin, Tel. 78712

Anol. Chern .• 50 (/978)

X-ray Microanalysis 01 a Natural MordenHe-Contalnlng
Rock and lis lon-Exchange Derlvallves 1265

The chemical composition of natural mordenite and its ion·
exchange derivatives are determined by X.ray microanaly­
sis. Crystal particles smaller than 0.5 lIm are used.
Janos Papp,· Erzaebet Czarin, aDd Andr4a Jinoaay, Central
Research Institute for Chemistry of the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences, P.O. Box 17, 1525 Budapeat, Hungary

Anal. Chern.. 50 11978)
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ance for thtrty days against the "thirsty" one you
now use - even If It cost two orthree times more
than our $36 suggested list price. We're confident
you," get as good or better stability and speed of
response with our electrode.

H we're wrong, send us your test results and
the electrode by October IS, 1978. We11 refund
your purchase price AND send you free one gallon
of KCI to keep 01' Thirsty on his feet.

Why put UJl with the mess of an electrode
that's aU wet? ORION GX series electrodes give
you the convenience of a no·relUJ, no-break pH
electrode, with no sacriftce in performance.

ORION RESEARCH

ORION is ready to prove
which pH electrode is all wet.

You've been hearing about the advantages of
our gel.lUled. epoxy body, pH electrode: No messy
refilling with KCI. Unbreakable In normal use.
Plus the fast, stable response you demand in pH
measurements.

Now along comes "01' Thirsty". Claims the
wet way is the best way - that "refreshable" elec·
trodes are faster and more stable. Who to believe?

We think talk Is cheap; it's performance that
counts. That's why we've come up with a no·risk
offer that will let you prove to yourselfwhich Is the
better electrode. In the real world of your labora·
tory. In your samples. With your pH meter.

Here's our .offer. CaU your laboratory supply
dealer and order one of our 91-05 combination pH
electrodes. It.fits most Beckman, Corning, and
ORION meters. Check our electrode's perform.

ORCIE 157 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Example: The specification for lead in reagent grade
Nitric Acid is 200 ppb (parts per billion). J. T.
Baker's ULTREX Nitric Acid had a lead con·
tent of less than 1 ppb •.. and the certificate
of analysis provided lists lot values for more
than 25 trace elements.

Low blanks are essential for ultra·trace analy·
sis. They permit the scientist to utilize the full
sensitivity of his instrumentation. Chemists
performing atomic absorption spectroscopy. for
example, are facing problems of high blank
values with increasing frequency. This need
prompted the development of J. T. Baker's own
advanced low blank acids. These ULTREX acids
are produced and packaged in specially designed
pre·leached containers. and offer 100% Metal
Analysis to identify and assure extremely low
levels of key metallic impurities to meet the
exacting needs of the trace element analyst.

ULTREX®
Ultra-High Purity Acids

For Exacting Trace Element Analysis

ULTREX acids
• Provide low blank values for metals
• Tested and controlled for the most common

impurities. including a total metal analysis..
• Delivered with a certificate of analysis report·

ing actual analytical values.
• Analyzed according to the methods delineated

in the certificate
• In stock - available for off·the·shelf delivery

For your exacting trace element analysis needs.
consider the J. T. Baker line of ULTREX acids
(acetic, hydrochloric. hydrofluoric. nitric. per·
chloric and sulfuric) providing reliable. superior
alternative to in·house purification. For more
information, contact:

~
J. T. Baker Chemical Co.

~ 222 Red School Lane
.lUiaIaJ Phillipsburg. New Jersey 08865
~ Telephone (201) 859·2151

CIRCLE 18 ON READfR SERVICE CARD



Briefs

Eleclrocatalysls 01 Dlhydronlcotlnamlde Adenoalne
Diphosphate with Quinones and ModIlled Quinone
Electrodes 1315
Dihydronicotinamide adenosine diphosphate is oxidized
electrocatalytically by coupling to electrogenerated o·qui·
nones, in solution or to the surface of"a chemically modified
quinone electrode.
Daniel Chi-8iq Tie and Theodore Kuwana,· Department of
Chemistry, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 43210

Anal. Chern.• 50 (1978)

Enzymatic Determination of Nitrate: Electrochemical
Detection after Reduction wllh Nitrate Reductase and
NllrIte Reductase . 1319

The subsequent reduction of nitrate to ammonia is carried
out by the dual·enzyme system nitrate and nitrite reduc­
tases. The detection range is 5 X 10-5-1 X 10-2 M using an
air·gap electrode to monitor the ammonia.
Chih·HeD KiaDg, Shia S. KuaD, and George G. GuUbault,' De·
partment of Chemistry, University of New Orleans, New Orleans,
La. 70122 Anal. Chern.. 50 (1978)

Enzymatic Determination of Nllrate: Fluorometrlc
Detection after Reduction with Nllrate Reductase

1323

Nitrate is reduced by nitrate reductase with the subse­
quent oxidation ofNADH to NAD+. The rate of disappear.
ance of NADH is monitored by fluorometry, with detection
ranges from 50 ppb to 7.5 ppm.

Chih·Hen Kiang, Shia S. Kuan, and George G. Guilbault,' De·
partment of Chemistry, University of New Orleanll, New Orleans,
La. 70122 Anal. Chern., 50 (1978)

Determination of Polypropylene Glycol Extracted from
Polymers Into Food-Simulating Solvents 1325

Combining the classical Zeisel alkoxyl reaction with high­
efficieney GLC, the method is used to determine the
amount and molecular weight of polypropylene glycol. All
1,2-oxypropylene compounds can be determined to 0.05
ppm.
Tore Ramatad,' T. J. N..trl.k, and R. H. Siehl. Dow Chemical
U.s.A., Midland, Mich. 48640 Anal. Chern., 50 (1978)

Preparation and Chromatographic Applications 01 an
Amide Resin 1328

A new complexing resin containing a tertiarY amide group
is synthesized. It selectively retains U(VI), Th(lV), and
Zr(lY) from an aqueous solution of pH 3.0, and Au(lII) and
Pd(m from an HClliolution.
Gene M.orrand Jam.. 8. Fritz,' Am.. Laboratory-U.S. De·
partment of Energy and Department of Chemistry, lawa State
University, Am... Iowa 50011 Anal. Chern., 50 (I978)

, .22 A • 'ANAlYTICAL: Cl£MISTRY. VOl.. 50. NO.9. AUGUST 1978

Characterization of the lon-Exchange Membrane
Oetector for Liquid Chromatography and Its
Application to the Separation of Quaternary
Ammonium Compounds 1330
The detector has a useful linear range of 2.5 orders of mag­
nitude, and a precision of better than 1% standard error.
John G. Done)', Mark S. Denton. and T. W. Gilbert: Depart­
ment of Chemistry, Univer&ity of Cincinnati, Cincinnati. Ohio
45221 Anal. Chem., 50 (I978)

Evaluation 01 a Compuler-Controlled Stopped-Flow
System for Fundamental Kinetic Studies 1333

A computer.controlled stopped· flow instrument is used for
a fully automated kinetic study of the Fe(Ill)·thiocyanate
reaction and rate constants ace evaluated for 8 proposed
mechanism.
Glen E. MieHng and Harry L. Pardue,· Department of Chemis­
try. Purdue University, West Lafayette. Ind. 47907

Anal. Chern., 50 (I978)

In-Situ Chemically-Modified Surfaces for Normal·
Phase Liquid Chromatography 1337

Three short·chainlength trichlorosilane modified silica gels
are prepared by an in·situ process. Detailed investigations
of efficiency and selectivity of these modified materials are
reported.
R. K.Gilpio· Bod W. a.Sisco, Research Division, McNeil Labo·
ratories. Camp Hill Road, Fort Washington, Po. 19034

Anal. Chem.• 50 (1978)

Determination 01 5-Hydroxylndole-3-acetlc Acid In
Urine by HI9h Performance Liquid Chromatography

1342

By checking the accuracy of calibration curves and pre·
venting 5-HIAA decomposition, HPLC combined with aro­
matic adsorption chromatography results in 99.9% recovery
and 8 detection limit of 0.1 ~g/mL.

Nermin Foro.tedt, Department of Clinical Chemistry, Univenity
Hospital, S·75O 14 Uppsala. Swoden Anal. Chern.• 50 (I978)

High Performance Liquid Chromatography with Metal­
Solute Complexes 1346

Cu(lI) complexes are used for the separation of aromatic
amines. The presence of Cu(II) results in a large increase in
the selectivity ratios of the solutes studied.
FrancH K. Chow aDd Eli GrUlhka,· Department or Chemistry,
State University of New York at BUflalo, BUllalo, N.Y, 14214

Anal. Chern" 50 (1978)
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Problems wnh
Product Performance

or Research Data;'

HOW
ACCURATE
ARE YOUR
POLYMER

CHARACTERIZATIONSiI

Ichromatixl

calibrations. This makes it especially
useful for the analysis of aqueous
polymers. such as dextrans. since it
is insensitive to changes in column
calibrations due to fluctuations in
solvent pH and ionic strength.

Hendlaa Linear end Brenched
Polymers. Unlike conventional
stand-alone GPC. the KMX-6 is not
influenced by inconsistencies in the
molecular siZe/weight relationship
and thus can be used with both
linear and branched polymers, and
mixtures thereof. Furthermore. it

If you're doing polymer charac­
terizations, and you're not routinely
measuring absolute molecular
weight (MW) and MW distributions,
there's a strong probability that
your resulls are either incomplete or
inaccurate. The fact is, MW and MW
distributions are second in impor­
tance only to the actual chemical
composition in influencing the
physical properties of a polymer,

GPC Meaaures Size. Until recently.
gel permeation chromatography
(GPC) was the only method available
to determine these parameters. The
problem is, GPC measures molecular
size, not molecular weight. To provide
MW data, it has to rely on error-prone
column calibrations and assump­
tions on the relationship of hydro­
dynamic size to MW.

KMX-6 Meaaures Weight. Now,
with the Chromatix KMX-6, you can
rapidly and directly measure absolute
(not relative) molecular weight,
Furthermore, you can connect the
KMX-6 to a conventional GPC. and
It will give you on-line MW distri­
butions as well,

Independent of Column Celibra·
tlons. In providing MW and MW
distributions. the KMX·6 Is com­
pletely Independent of GPC column

S60 Oakmeacs ParkwlY
Sunnyvale. CA a4086
Phone: (4081 73e-03OO
TWX: 9'00339-lI291

D&903 Ne<:kargemund 2
Unt.....truM 4$e
Weat Germany
Phon.: (08223) 706'~
TeMix: 461-691

has enhanced sensitivity to higher
weight fractions such as microgel.
which usually cannot be detected
by GPC methods. It can also operate
at high temperatures for the analysis
of polyolefins,

Les.. Ugh! Source. Technologic­
ally. the rapid direct-measurement
capability of the KMX-6 is based on
the marriage of a coherent tight
source to proven light scattering
techniques. By usin'g a laser source.
the KMX-6 overcomes the classical
problems formerly associated with
light scattering. In particular. very
small and dilute samples can now
be used. Also. sample Clarification
requirements have been greatly
minimized by the extremely small
volume (0. t ",I) illuminated by the
laser.

Call or write Chromatix for full details.
or Circle 37 for L5-3 Application Note
Measurement of PoIyoIefin MW and
MW Distributions. 38 for L5-4 Me.
surement of MW of Water Soluble
Polymers. 39 tor L5-S MW Distri­
butions of Water Soluble PoIymetS. 40
for brochure. 41 for technical repre­
sanative to call.
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Briefs

High Performance Uquld Chromatograpllic Study 01
the Retention and separation 01 Short Chain Peptide
Dlaslereomers on a Ca Bonded Phase 1353
Parameters that influence the retention of small chain pep.
tide diastereomers on a Cs bonded phase in HPLC are eval­
uated. Conditions for the separation'of mixture of peptide
diastereomers are suggested. .
£qeDe P.......rrud DoD&1d J. Pietrzyk,' Chemislt}· Deport­
ment, The Univenity oC lowa,lowa City. Iowa 52242

Anal. Chern., 50 (/978)

Distribution C08l1lclenla and Anion Exchange
Behavior of some ~Iements In Hydrobromic-Nitric
Acid Mixtures . 1359

Anion-exchange distribution coefficients are given for the
elements Bi(IIJl, Cd, Pb(II), Zo, and In(1II) in hydrobro­
mic-nitric acid solutions and possible separations are dis­
cussed.
F. W. Eo Strolow, National Chemical Research Laboratory. P.O.
Bo. 395, Pretoria 0001, RepublicofSouth Africa

Anol. Chern .• 50 (/978)

AlgorIlhm lor Rec:ogn1llon and Quantltatlon 01
Ctvornatograms of a Pesticide Mixture by a
M~-Based Integrator 1362

Chromatograms of the pesticide Strobane are recognized
and quantitated by the use of an algorithm. A concept of
relative valley intensity is introduced and demonstrated.
S. M. McCown, H. H. Lud, and C. M. Earnest,' Department of
Chemistry, Northeast Louisiana University, Manroe, La. 71209

Anal. Chern., 50 (/978)

Col11pulerlzed Pallem Recognition lor Classification 01
OrganIc Compounds from Voltammetrlc Data 1366

Pattern recognition techniques are used to characterize the
electrochemical data obtained from electroaetive organic
compounds.
D. R. Bur&an1 ud S. P. Perone,' Punlue University, Depart­
lDent of CboJDillry, West Wayette. Ind.•7907

Anal. Chern., 50 (/978)

Optoacoustic Spectrometry In the Near-Infrared
Region 1371

A aingla·beam optoacoustic spectrometer with a tungsten
fl1ament lOurce is used for the examination of absorption
bands observed from a variety of samples.
M. J •.wa-~ R. C. Beadle, and G. F. Kirkbrighl, Cbematry
DoPortn>enI, Imperial CoUece ofScience and Tecbnoiocy. London
S.W.?.. U.K. Anal. Chern., 50 (/978)

.24 A • ANAlYTICAl CI£MlSTRY. VOl. 50. NO.9. AUGUST 1978

Evaluation and Optimization 01 the Standard Addition
Method lor Absorption Spectrometry and Anodic
Stripping Voltammetry 1374
Accurate results are obtained using 0 linear regression
method based on a common coerficient or variation:
weighted linear regression or the transformation model.
J. P. Franke· and R.. A. de Zeeuw. State Uni..'el1lity, Laboratory
for Pharmaceutical and Analytical Chemistry. Department of Tox·
icology, Ant. Deu!\inglaan 2, 9713 AW Groningen, The Nelher­
lands, and R.llakkert. State Univel1lity, Mathematical Institute,
Groningen, The Netherlands Anal. Chern., 50 (/978)

Correspondence

Ellect 01 Gas Burner Conditions on Lithium
Tetraborate Fusion Preparations lor X-ray
Fluorescence Analysis 1380

P. A. Pella. National Bureau of Standards. WashinKt0n. D.C.
20234 Anal. Chcm .. 50 1/978)

Solvent Extraction 01 Coal-Derived Products 1361

F. K. Schweighardt· and B. M. Thamcw. U.S. Department of
Energy, Pittsburgh Energy Research Cent.er. 4800 Forbes Avenue,
Pittsburgh. Po. 15213 Anal. Chern.. 50 1/978)

Comments on the Savltzky-Golay Convolution Method
lor Least-Squares Fit Smoothing and Dillerenllation 01
Digital Data 1363

Haonibal H. Madden, Sandia Laboratories, Albuquerque, N.M.
Anal. CllOrn.• 50 1/978)

Extension 01 the Rasberry-Heinrich Equation lor X-ray
Fluorescence Analysis 1366

Joae A.. Riveros, Rita D. Bonello, and Raul T. Mainardi: hut·
ituto de Matematica, Astronomia)' F:sica, IMAF, Univeraidad Na·
donal de COrdoba, 5000 C6rdoba, Argentina

Anal. Chern .• 50 1/978)
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BENZENE CAUBRAnON STANDARDS
AVAILABLE
New rules limiting worker exposure (0 bent.cne to I ppm
over an eight hour period and no morc th:m S ppm in any
15 minule period have been established by OSHA (29 CFR
1910.1028). Responding 10 the demand for accurate cali·
bration standards. Matheson leehnology has developed
stable, high accuracy g3S mixtures of benzene in air zero gas
ipld nitrogen zero gas. These mixtures are available in
specially treated aluminum cylinders as bolh Primary and
Certified St:mdards and in various cylinder sizes. Matheson
also supplies many other solvent yapor mixtures and chlori­
nated hydrocarbon standards 10 the chemical process and
petroleum refining industries.
A data sheet listing specifications and prices is available frol11
Matheson. 1275 Valley Brook Avenue. P.O. Box E. Lynd·
hurst. NJ 07071.
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HIGH-PURITY HYDROGEN FOR RD GC
Matheson's Model 8.125 lIydrogell Generator produ<cs
uhra·high purity (10 ppb impurity) hydrogen frolll dis­
tilled water for name: ioni·
zation Ge. Whether ll111ni·
toring drugs or 3naly/.ing
blood alcohol. the 8.1~5

Hydrogen Generatur pro·
duces the hydrogen re·
quired f'" rour FlO Ge.
Hydrogen is an extremely
flammable gas. M:.IIlY lab·
oratories are restrkted in
(he amount of hydrogen
they Illay store. M:Hhesnn's
l1ydrogen Generator elim­
inates the need fur hydro­
gen storage. Dun'l Ict
hydrogen storage restric­
tions keep you from using a
FlO in your lab. For de·
tailed information :lIld
prices, contact Matheson
1275 Valley Brook A,enue.
P.O.. Box E. Lyndhurst.
NJ 07071.
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99.9999% MINIMUM PURITY HELIUM

Critical gas chrnm:Hography procedures to determine trace
impurily levels can only be performed lIsing very high purily
carrier gas. Matheson now makes available Ihe pllJest helium
for Ihis purpose. Toral impurity level is I ppm. MaS! indivi·
dual impurity levels arc non-delcctablc at threshulds of
0.1 ppm. Completc information is available from Matheson,
1275 Valley Brook Ave.• P.O. Box E. Lyndhurst. NJ 07071.
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MATHESON PURITY HYDROGEN 99.9999%

Matheson Purily Uydrogen. with a minimum purity level of
99.9999% (maximum impuritY~lne part per million) is
now available. Previously, maximum purity was 99.9995%
minimum,

The increasing sensitivity of modern instrumentation
necessitates the usc of hydrogen at this level of purity.
This new. higher purity hydrogen permits more precise
analysis and research.

Matheson Purity lIydrogen is available in I A steel cylinders
wilh a canlent of 216 cubic feel. More Information avail.
able from M.th....n. 1275 Valley Brook Ave., P.O. Box E.
Lyndhum NJ 07071.
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Please send copies or No. 142 Copolymers,
Polyblonds. and Composi/os at $34.50 per book.

o Cheek enclosed for $ . 0 Bill me.
Postpaid In U.S. and Canada, plus 40 cenls elsewhere.

Copolymers, Polyblends,
and Composites

Advances in Chemistry Series No. 142

Norbert A. J. Platzer, Editor

A symposium sponsored by the Division of
Industrial and Engineering Chemistry, and co­
sponsored by the Division of Polymer Chemis­
try, the Division of Organic Coatings and Plas­
tics Chemistry, and the Division of Cellulose,
Wood, and Fiber Chemistry of the American
Chemical Society.

This timely collection of thirty-eight papers is
comprehensive and unique in its coverage of the
latest research results on copolymers. polyblends.
and composites which are used to toughen brittle
polymers with elastomers, to reinforce rubbers
with active fillers. and to strengthen or stillen
plastics with fibers or minerals.

Specific topics include:
• determination 01 MWD in homopolymers: liquid­

liquid phase transition phenomena
• grafting kinetics 01 ABS: rubber-modified pOlymerR:

block copolymers: laminating resins: vinylene
carbonate

• polymerization and copolymerization behavior:
covulcanization of elastomer blends

ANALYTICAL METHODS FOR
COAL AND COAL PRODUCTS
Volume I
Edited by CLARENCE KARR, JR.

Analytical Methods lor Coal and Coal Producls is a
comprehensive multivolume reference that will lill
the need for an aufhoritative single source on meth­
ods 01 analysis and characterization of coal and the
numerous products and waste malerials derived
from the use 01 coal. The nineteen chapters in
Volume One. prepared by researchers with exper­
tise in their specific disciplines, are of particular
interest to analytical chemists, managers of analyti­
cal laboratories, fuel chemists, and chemists and
chemical engineers working with coal in industry
and research organizations. Both the theory and
practical laboratory delails of the various analyticaf
methods are thoroughly covered and there is ex­
tensive cross-referencing.
SECTION HEADINGS: Physical Properties of Coal.
Proximate and Ultimate Analysis of Coals. Trace
Elements in Coal and Coal Products. Coal-Derived
Uquids.
1978.592 pp., 549.501£32.15 ISBN: 0·12-399901-4

ANALYTlCAL PROFILES OF
DRUG SUBSTANCES, Volume 7
Edited by KLAUS FLOREY

CONTENTS: S. A. Benezra and T. R. Bennel/, Allo­
purinol. P. K. Bhattacharyya and W. M. Cort, Amoxi­
cillin. C. G. Eckhart and T. McCorkle, Chlorphenira­
mine Maleate. W. C. Schoenleber et a/., Dihydro­
ergotoxine Methanesulfonate. D. D. Hong, Diphen­
oxylale Hydrochloride. C. A. Janicki and R. K. Gil­
pin. Droperidol. D. H. Szulczewski and W.-H. Hong.
Epinephrine. C. S. Lee and L. Z. Benet. Ethambutol
Hydrochloride. J. Kirschbaum, Fluoxymesterone. G.
Satzinger et a/.. Hexelidine. C. E. Orzech et al., Hy­
droflumethiazide. J. Tsau and N. DeAngelis, Hydroxy­
zine Dihydrochloride. S. A. Benezra and P. R. B.
Foss, 6-Mercaptopurine. M.· K. C. Chao et al.,
Phenobarbital. C. Papastephanou and M. Frantz,
Sulfamethazine. K. Florey, Thiostrepton. G. J.
Man/us, Trimethoprim. C. Papastephanou, Tubo­
curarine Chloride.
197B, 52Bpp.. 524.001£15.60 /SBN:0-12-260B07·0

POLYCYCUC HYDROCARBONS
AND CANCER
VOLUME I: ENVIRONMENT, CHEMISTRY AND
METABOLISM
Edited by HARRY V. GELBOIN and PAUL O. P. TS'O

FROM THE PREFACE:
[These volumes arel a comprehensive summary 01
the present state of knowledge in polycyclic aro­
matic' hydrocarbon research. partiCUlarly in relation
to cancer. and bring t.ogether information from
many diverse disciplines in the Environmental.
Chemical, Biological, and Medical Sciences.
SECTION HEADINGS: Energy Sources. Environ­
ment: Occurrence and Monitoring. Tobacco Carcino­
genasis. Epidemiology. Chemistry, Carcinogenicity
and Theory. Metabolism and Activation. Enzymolo­
gy. Pharmacokinetics.
1978.432 pp.• $37.501£24.35 ISBN: 0-12·279201·7
VOLUME II: Moleculer end Cell Biology
1978,480 pp.• $42.001£27.30 ISBN: 0·12-279202-5

Send payment with order and save postage and handling
charges. Prices are subject to change without notice.

ACADEMIC PRESS, INC.
A SUbsidiary 01 Harcourt arace Jovanovich, Publishers
111 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003
24-28 OVAL ROAD, LONDON NWI lOX
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ifhe R-6QQ control panel is simple to operate, easy /0 understand.
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NOW...
EFFORTLESS
FTNMR
Perkin·Elmer's Model R·600 is a
high·pertormance.low-cost
instrument lor routine proton
observation at 60 MHz. It's the
first commercially available NMR
spectrometer wrth a dedicated digital
microcomputer that doesn't require
a computer expert. The R·600
utilizes the proven R·24 series
magnet system. And because it's a
permanent magnet NMR. there are
no special requirements lor water or
power. Just plug it in.

So it's easy to operate. easy to
install. And with an extremely low
price tag and operating cost, it's also
easy on your budget.

MULTIPLE USES
All you need are microgram samples
to get rou1ine spectra from the
Model R-600, Consequently. you
can apply NMR in many new
areas, '1t>u can get unequivocal
identification of many LC and GC
fractions. You can use NMR to

analyze trace amounts of impurrty or
isolated natural product when these
are all you have available.

MULTIPLE SAVINGS
Even if you have a complex FT NMR
spectrometer now. you still need
the Model R·6QO, Your large unrt is
usually tied up wrth time-consuming
"C experiments. Besides. adapting
it to proton capabilrty would be
ledious or COStly. Adding a Model
R-600 will give you the extra NMR
you need. save money. and get your
work done on time.

With superb sensitiv~y. the R-600
lets you run routine expenmenlS on
a small scale, Your sample requITe·
ments drop from milligram sizes to
500 micrograms or less. But you'lI
still get the same Quality spectra.

SIMPLE OPERATION
Not only is the microcomputer easy
to operate. it also does most ot the
work, And the R-600 is the first FT
NMR with contrals arranged for
operation like a conventional
continuous wave instrument.
Programming was designed by
an NMR spectroscopist. so

operational parameters and
commands are user onented, Wrth
just ten keys, the control panel
simplrties setting the operating
cond~ions and readout of the
measurements.

EASYT.
The Model R-600 has other
advantages. For instance. rts two
Auto-T I modes enable you to run
a complete T, experiment whiJe
specifying the tewest parameters.
There's also a solvent suppression
mode to minimize intertering peaks
such as water,

GET ALL THE FACTS
Learn how the Model R-600 can
simplify your NMR life. Request our
literature describing rts long list 01
benefrts. Ask for a demonstration.
Wme Perkin·EImer Corp.. Main Ave.•
M5-12. Norwalk. CT 068S6. Or call
Tom Proulx or Jim Hannon aI
203·762·1 778

PERKIN-ELMER
Ellponcllng !he _ 01 aMlyIIQl chetnJaby
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Report Since Skeggs' classic work (I) it has
been generally assumed that air seg·
mentation of the flowing stream and
attainment of a "steady state" signal
are essential parts of continuous flow
analysis (CFA). Recently. Ro.ti~ka and
Hansen (2) in Copenhagen and Stew­
art et al. (3-5) in Washington, D.C.,
have independently performed similar
experiments of injecting the sample
directly into the carrier stream, and
have proved that analysis without air
segmentation is not only possible but
also advantageous. They have termed
it flow injection analysis (FIA); this
is the name used in this REPORT rath·
er than "nonsegmented continuous
flow analysis", which has wider impli­
cations.

Skeggs may justly be considered the
Henry Ford of analysis because of his
revolutionary conception of continu­
ous flow analysis. The improvement
in sample throughput coupled with its
accuracy, reproducibility, and reliabil­
ity has resulted in its widespread use.

However, the basic thinking behind
the approach was to perform norma)
chemical procedures on 8 conveyor
belt principle. Thus, in a colorimetric
procedure, appropriate amounts of
sample and reagent are brought to­
gether and mixed by successive inver­
sions until a "steady state" is reached
when its absorbance is measured. Air
segmentation is used to prevent carry­
over of samples and to assist in the
mixing; the proportionating pump,

oratory equipment. easily manufac·
tured or purchased as a complete unit.
The available options are discussed
in the next Beetion.

Experimental

The basic apparatus is shown as 8

block diagram in Fi~ure I. The essen­
tial parts are: a means to propel the
carrier. a sample injection system, a
detector and something to display the
output, and linkin~ tubin~.There are
many ways in which these components
can be manufactured or combined.
One of the simplest is what mi~ht he
termed the "basic LEGO" model de­
vised by Ro.zi~ka and Hansen (6). The
basic components are made of Plexi­
glas, tubing is O.4-I·mm i.d. polypro­
pylene. and connections are mode by
pushing the tubing into slightly ta­
pered holes in the components. The
whole. mounted neatly on a LEGO
board (Figure 2), is ideally suited for
teaching and occasional determina­
tion. This apparatus was developed
by improving the connections and
inlet system (7). The fully developed
system is commercially available from
BIFOK (Figure 3). Stewart used mod­
ified HPLC apparatus operated at 500
psi and with 0.2-0.4·mm i.d. tubing
(3-5). In our laboratory we have used
stainless steel tubin~ (0.8 mm i.d.),
Swage10k connections and a standard
chromatography valve, ond controlled
the injection and data processing with
a microprocessor. One of our objec-

D.Be"erl~

ChemIstry Department
University College of Swansea
Swansea SA2 8PP. UK

through which the sample reactant
and buffer solutions are drawn, is 8

vital part of the apparatus.
By contrast in FIA, there is no air

segmentation, the sample is intro­
duced as a plug via a valve or syringe.
mixing is mainly by diffusion-con­
trolled proce...., and the response
curves do not reach the steady state
plateau, but have the form of sharp
peaks. The absence of air segmenta­
tion leads to a higher sample through­
put. The presence of a sample·carrier
interface, over which concentration
gradients develop during the course
of analysis has opened up new analyti.
cal possibilities for continuous flow
analysis. The reproducibility is good.
and there is no sample carry·over.
There is no need to introduce and reo
move air bubbles, and an expensive
high·quality pump is not necessary.
The requisite apparatus can be easily
assembled from existing standard lab-

lives is to improve the precision of
1-2%, which is easily obtained with aU
of the apparatus mentioned by a fac­
tor of 10.

Other combinations can give per­
fectly satisfactory results, which indi­
cates that wide variations in the im­
portant parameters can be tolerated.
However. as shown in the section on
theory, lhere are optimum conditions
for operation, and on both theoretical
and practical grounds a tubing of 0.5
mm i.d. is best. Larger diameter tub­
ing leads to increasing dispersion.
whereas with the smaUer diameter the
tubing may easily be blocked and
high-pressure pumps are required for
operation. The remaining discussion
is concerned with specific compo·
nents.

Pressure Head. In most applica­
tions O.5-I-mm i.d. tubing and flow
rates of 0.5-5 mL min-I are employed
so that the flow can be maintained by

.32 II • ANALYTICAl CHEMlSmv, VOL. 50. NO.9. AUGUST 1978 0003-2700/78/035Cl-832AS01.00/0
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Figure 2. "Basic LEOO" apparatus with potentiometric detector
CatTief PtJf1"'lP8d trom reader's lett to r9't. ttYou!;tl rotary va!Ye (Figlle 381 and LSE detector as de­
scribed In tell,t. Peak integ8to1 situated abOve voltmeter

I '

o
Detector
o

. 1HiI~ .

. -.

Injection

oCarrier
Reagent

A

_..~.
o 0 ..... ,... :

Figure 3. BIFOK FIA system
A. pump; B. rotary"vatve: C. P6eltlglas bk>ck connectors end pOtypropytene t\bIng (see Inset); O. deteC>­
Ill<

Figure 1. Block diagram 01 boslc FIA apparatus

a peristaltic pump or constant head
device. With a fast revolving multirol­
Icr pump. pulsation is never a prob­
lem-a consequence of having no com­
pressible air bubbles. With some
pumps it is 8 minor problem that can
eosily be suppressed (8). Stewart has
encountered and overcome pulsation
in high·pressure systems (9).

Injection Port. The first of the
inlet systems devised by RQiil:ka and
Hansen to gain widespread acceptance
is the simple nap valve illustrated in
Figure 40. Typicolly, the somple vol­
ume is 0.1-0.2 cc. Because of the pres­
sure surge it is desirable to have 8

length of lubing between the port ond
the corrier reservoir to acl as a buffer.
For the last year ROiicko and Hansen
hove preferred 8 simple rotary valve
<Figure 4b) that dispenses 30-100 ~L;

Ihis is incorporated in Ihe BIFOK 01'­
paratus. Both valves have 8 repeat­
obilily of 1% and permilsampling
every 10 s. \\lith 8 chromatography
vnlve, samples of 6 .... L have been rou­
tine in our laboratory.

Dclcclors. In the earliest experi·
ments, in which spectrophotometric
determinations were employed, 8

slondord lubulor now cell (vol 18 ~L)

and spectrophotometer were used to
delecllhe sample peak afler colour
development. This remains a canve·
nienl melhod, allhough Ihe shmdord
now cell con be reploced wilh 0 Plexi·
glos block 4 X I X 1cm Ihrough which
o hole co. I mm has been drilled and

polished. This enobles push·pull con­
nections 10 be mode wilh polypropyl.
ene tubing, which fits into a standard
cuvelle holder, giving 0 now cell thaI
retains the flow pattern and has an ef·
fective volume of 8 ~L.

Several novel detectors have been
developed for use with FIA; Ihese are
also cheap and easy to assemble.

lon·Selcctive Elretrode.s. Raiicka
and Hansen have mounted an ion·se­
leclive eleclrode (ISE) and a reference
electrode in a tubular container held
01 on angle of ca. 30·. The ernuenl
strcam flows onto the indicator elec­
trode and then onto the reference
electrude. An outnow lube is posi·
tioned so that the reference electrode
is in 0 pool of ernuent. Signols are ob·
tained that are proportional to Ihe
function measured, provided the gop
between the eleclrodes is gouged cor­
rectly (10). Furthermore, it is possible
to use a series of electrodes and a cas·
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Rapid precise qualilali"e and " tilalive final
answers by IR analysis are now 3\" I I at the push of a
bUllon on Ihe new :'>licrolab'" bOO Com pUling Infrared
Spectropholometer.

High precision double beam 0plics und~r self·
contained automatic computer control anal)7.c must solid.
liquid. and ga.seous muhi'componem samples in under
two minutes.

Once )Qu\'e enlered your analysis protocol using
lhe Microlah keyboard. the complele analylical procedure
is slored righl on board for immediale one·bullon recall.

No outside computation,,1 power is needed. Microla"
optimizes your scanning parameters. computes quanti­
tative final answers. and reports a complete analysis in
analog (chan I. digilal. and primer mod", while storing
your program for fulUre use.

High speed. precision. and repealabilily are
accompanied by fealUres like Repelilivc Scanning wilh
selectable Cycle.Time Delay and Wavelenglh Span.
Peak Pick Rouline and Automalie Gain Sel.

And finaliy. operalor lraining lime is reduced 10 a
minimum by lhe leaching primer Ihat inslrucls thc user.
inquires. and reporlS on completed operalional steps.

So dOIl't wail lWO minutes more to stan saving hours
of analysi, lime. Gel eomplele informalion. Comael
yonr local Beckman Represemative or Sciemific
Inslruments Division. Beckman Instruments. Inc..
P.O. Box C-19bOO. Irvine. CA 92713.

(nnovalion In JR since 1940.
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In addition to thae, detecton that
are in routine uae for monitorin&
HPLC effluent may be UMd.

Air bubbles generally interfere and
must be removed. This can often be
achieved by having the cell on an in­
cline rather than horizontal

Solvent Extraction

Karlberg et at have elegantly demo
onstrated that IOlvent extraction by
FIA is a most attractive proe<dure
(15). By use of a teepiece with a care­
fully positioned platinum aide tube,
the aqueous carner containing the
sample is intenpened altuna~ly

with very small segments of organic
IOlvent. Extraction takes place acrOSll
the aqueous-nonaqueous interface,
and the two phases are separated af~r

extraction by a second teepiece. Wall
drag causes convection in both phases,
increasing the rapidity of attaining
equilibrium concentration distrihu­
tion.

Figure 4. Simple valves for sample Injection
(a) Cross sectkw1 01 flap vatve. Can'- flows 1IY0Ultl A. On depression of aymge, i4IptuTlls torc::ed
down. and aamp'e occupies resulting depression. Seph.m rega.N original positiOn Ind forces~
Into canter stream. Constructed trom Pledglas b'odts hokf toge1het by nylon sc:::rews. (b) RocIry vaNe.
Sample placed in wkSer tube 01 known YOIu'ne. When rm..ted ttwc:K.9' 900 • c:.r_ ciYerted 1IYc:Jlq'l_~

or diameter ~ng. and sample enters carrier stream

carling effluent to obtain 8 measure
of several species in the same sample.
Under these dynamic conditions it is
not necessarily the case that the po­
tential is that which would be ob­
tained if 8 conventional measurement
were made. It may also be true that
the sample matrix affects the rate of
equilibration. However, in all cases so
far reported, in which the calibrants
have been properly matched samples,
good calibration curves have been ob­
tained.

Potentiometric Detectors. In prin­
ciple it is possible to detect a sample
peak by differential potentiometry,
with one electrode in the carrier
stream before the point of injection.
The difficulty is that the potential dif·
ference is very sensitive to the radial
position of the electrode downstream
from the injection point. If it just
pokes through the side of the tubing,
it is not very sensiti\'e to concentra~

tion changes. (It seems as though
there is a "dead" layer on the walls of
the tube.) If it is placed midstream it
interferes with the flow characteristics
and gives irreproducible results. This
led Nagy et al. to abandon FIA and reo
sort to a mixing chamber (1 I). How·
ever, the difficulties have been over­
come by Karlberg and Thelander, who
have placed the last part of the tubing
in 8 vertical position inside ft small
cup. The indicator electrode is a plati­
num wire centrally placed in the
mouth of the tube, and a reference
electrode is placed in the cup (12).

Photometric/Refractometric Detee·
lor. A flow cell has been manufactured
with a 3-cm path length, a light emit­
ting diode (LED) at one end, and a
photodiode at the other (13). The
total component cost including the as­
sociated electronics is less than $25.
Insofar as the LED can be selected to
cover most of the visible spectrum, it
makes a spectrophotometer redun­
dant. The sensitivity extends to the
ppb region.

Because the sample plug has a para­
bolic head and tail, it acts as a lens if
there is a difference in refractive index
between carrier and sample. By virtue
of the design of the detector, where
the light beam is along the axis of
now, it functions as a differential re~

fractometer as well as a photometric
detector. It is capable of better dis­
crimination than an Abbe refractome­
ter and is almost as sensitive as a con·
ventional differential refractometer.

Photometric detectors with the
light beam normal to the flow may
also function as refractometers, as is
evidenced by the small negative peaks
exhibited on many FIA peaks. How­
ever, this does not pose any problems
in practice.

Dielectric Detector. A conductime­
tric detector based on a semiconductor
oscillator chip has been exhibited (14).
It is cheap, but the optimum design
has yet to be achieved. However, it bas
digital output, which is advantageous
if a microprocessor is to be used to
process the results.

Dialysis

A simple but effective dialyser, con·
sisting of a dialysing membrane
clamped between two Plexiglas blocb,
has been reported and proved quite
satisfactory for analysis of blood sam­
ples, etc. (6).

Applications and Theory

The applications of FIA known to
the author are summarised in Table
I, page 842 A. Determinations that
have been demonstrated in workshops
are included, since it is probable that
full accounts will lOOn be published.
The order is rougbly chronological
thus emphasising the trend to lower
flow rates and shorter lengths of tub­
ing, which has accompanied improve­
ment in understanding of the theoreti·
cal principles underlying the method.
The range of conditions under which
satisfactory results can be obtained
emphasises the robustness of the tech·
nique. However. a knowledge of the
theory aids in the selection of opti.
mum conditions; therefore, it will be
briefly reviewed.

First, two conceptual erron that
have given rise to needless controveny
must be disposed of. One relates to the
notion that turbulent flow is essential.
This is stated in the early pepen of
RQiicka et aI. (2, 16), but they soon
realised that laminar flow is pref...•
ble_ In fact. a Reynolds number (~)
of 2000, which is usually taken to lie
the onset of turbulent conditions, cor·
responds to a flow rate in i·DUD diam·
eter tubing of 93 mL min-I. The,.·
fore, it is unlikely that FIA has ever
been carried out with turbulent flow.
However, incipient turbulence can be
caused by projections and coiled
tubes; in the high·p.....ure Iystema an
RE of 2000 is approached, ThUl, the
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point bas been a matter of dispute (39,
40).

The other error arose from the ini­
tial stress laid on the mechanicai as­
pect of now injection, which was em­
phasised by the terminology adopted.
Critics bave not been slow to point out
that some forms of nonsegmented
CFA predate 1974 (7). However, the
analytical significance of maintaining
the integrity of the sample plug and
allowing mixing to be controlled by
diffusion processes bad escaped earlier
workers. This is illustrated by Nagy
et a1. who performed the experiment
of injecting a sample into a nowing
stream in a large diameter open tube
with the object of measuring the po.
tential of the sample downstream­
clearly FIA (J I). Unfortunately, they
used electrodes that protruded into
the stream. This gave rise to erratic
results, from whicb they conduded
that the open tube must be abandoned
in favour of a mixing chamber. Tbey
noted a further disadvantage of the
open tube: "The reproducibility of the
measurements was impeded by a con·
centration gradient perpendicular to
the flow. tI It is the essence of flow-in­
jection analysis that this concentra·
tion gradient is a key source of analyt­
ical information and that it is essential
to maintain theintegrity of the plug
and to limit mixing to diffusion-con­
trolled processes.

ROiiCka and Hansen's first experi­
ments were not performed with this
in mind. They thought, in accord with
conventional concepts, that turbulent
now assisted in dispersion of the sam­
ple and that the great increase in sam­
ple throughput and simplicity of ap·
paratus were the most appealing fea­
tures of the method. However, they
soon recognised that turbulent now
was not needed. A hint that the mix­
ing process was diffusion controlled
was provided by a set of key expori­
ments (24) and was strengthened by

the discovery of Sir Geoffrey Taylor's
paper, "Dispersion of Soluble Matter
in Solvent Flowing Slowly Through
a Tube" (41). Further study has led
to a statement of tbeory that is almost
definitive and is certainly the starting
point for all concerned with the meth­
od (7). It makes dear that what is
really important about FIA is the
chemistry that happens between the
points of injection and detection, not
the improved mechanics of injection
and throughput.

One can see how confusion and con­
troversy arose. and the historian of
science can only note that yet again
we have an instance of the inventors
not realising immediately the totality
of what they had discovered and of
others being within a whisker of get­
ting there first.

Basic Principles. Between the
points of injection and detection the
sample plug will have been physically
dispersed to some degree, and in addi­
tion some chemical reactions may
have taken place. The peak detected
will renect both processes.

The physical dispersion is brought
about partly by longitudinal now
which gives rise i.e parabolic head and
tail and partly by radial diffusion
(Figure 5). (It is analogous to chroma­
tography without partitioning and
without a stationary phase to disturb
the now pattern.) The relative impor­
tance of these processes depends upon
the now rate, the radius of the tube,
the.time of the analysis, and the mag·
nitude of the diffusion coefficient.

The precise relationships are given
in Table II, which summarises the
treatment of ROiicka and Hansen (7).

Basic Models and Equations. The
peak obtained generally fits the C­
curve equation (Table 11), but to eval­
uate the role of the empirical parame­
ters, it is necessary to develop other
equations. One is due to Taylor, who
elucidated the significance of diffusion

(41). In any nowing stream in a pipe
the velocity at the walls is zero, and
that at the centre is twice the mean.
Thus, if a sample plug is placed in the
stream, it assumes 9 parabolic shape
by the process of convection. If this
were the only means of dispersion,
some of the sample would stick to the
walls, and the plug would have an infi­
nitely long tail. However, the mole·
cules can diffuse away from (and back
to) the walls and thus gain some longi­
tudinal motion as they join the main
stream. The diffusion can be longitu­
dinal, i.e.. in the direction of now or
radial-perpendicular to the direction
of now. Taylor showed that while
these processes always occur. disper.
sion by longitudinal diffusion can be
ignored relative to that caused by the
main flow pattern, whereas fadial dif·
fusion is always important in narrow
tubes, and at low flow fates it may
even be the major mechanism (or dis·
persion. Under diffusion-controlled
conditions, the peak shape is Gauss·
ian. FIA generally is carried out just
outside Taylor conditions, but Tay­
lor's argument leads to the following
practical conclusions: mixing will be
complete without recourse to mechan­
ical stirring; the concentration gradi­
ents in a given sample plug are roth
reproducible and predictable; and the
peak shape will be innuenced by dif·
ferences in the sample and carrier ma­
trices, because the whole of the plug,
matrix and analyte, is diffusing into
the carrier_

Another useful equation is that for
the "tank-in·series" model. This is ex­
actly analogous to the concept of the
height equivalent to a theoretical
plate model of chromatography. It
postulates that the tube between the
points of injection and detection con­
sists of a number, N, of imaginary
tanks. These are in series and the sim.
pIe mathematical models used to ac­
count for the distribution of a sample

"... 5. Dlagramatic representatJon of effects of convection and radial dillusion on concentration profiles of samples moni­
tored at a suitable diatance downstream from Injection
(I) No dIoporIlon. (b) Dioponlon prodomlnonlly by C<lffloctJon. (cl~_ by <:<ll1VO<IIao and diffusion. (d) Dlaper,1on pr_Uy by dlltuslon
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introduced into the fint tank can be
used to account for the physical d;'·
persian of sample 88 8 function of
time. The actual usize" of the tank i.
8 function of tube dimensions and
flow rate. The ·shape of the distribu·
tion predicted by the tank·in·..ries
model is shown in Figure 6. For high
N it becomes Gaussian, Le., indistin­
guishable from Taylor's model, but for
N • I a very different shape is found.
The application of this model to FIA
has led to some radical developments
that are described below.

Diapcnion. An empirical definition
of dispersion is given in Table II. The

tank·in·..ri.. model;' used for all ex·
cept the narrow tube for which Tay·
lor's equation is moat appropriate.
The practical conclusions to be draWD
from the detailed studies with r..pect
to flow rate and tube length are shown
in the table. It was also found that the
optimum for the tube diameter;' 0.5
'F 0.2 mm Ld. In this fange a reason·
able flow rate can be maintained with·
out difficulty, reagent consumption
is not excessive. and a variety of chem­
istries is BvaillJble to the anaIYll.

With limited d;'penion the sample
integrity is maintained to a high de·
gree. This is the ideal when FIA is

used 88 a sample inlet Iystam ror the
measurement or pH, pCa, etc., or the
sample. The justification or meauring
pH, etc., this way lies in the lmall
sample size (ca. 30 I'L), the Ibort time
or measurement lea. 10 I) as the
"steady state lignal" is not required,
and the pouibility or performing sev·
eral determinations in aequence on the
same sample. The theory luggests that
in order to gain maximum sensitivity
and minimum analysis time. it is bet­
ter to use a short narrow tube than a
mixing chamber. With the mixing
chamber and the typical parameten
shown in Table II, the analysis time
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FIgure 8. C-curves obtained lor tank­
l...-les model at various values 01 N

is 1.5 min, and the peak height is re­
duced to 0.04 (lID,) of that for pure
sample. With the same sample size
and flow rate, but using a SO-cm tube
of0.5 mm, the analysis time is 3.6 s
and the reduction in peak height is
0.5. Thus, compared with the mixing
chamber, the narrow tube increases
sample throughput by a factor of 25
and the sensitivity by 10. These fig­
ures are, of course, only illustrative,
but the validity of the argument has
been confmned experimentally.

Medium dispersion (D c 3 - 10)
has been used for most of the applica­
tions listed in Table I. For many sys­
tems the extent and rate of chemical
interaction bave to be taken into ac­
count. In a sample application sucb
as spectr.ophotometric determination,
the peak height is diminishing as the
colour-forming reaction is progressing.
If the chemical reaction is slow, it is
best to select flow conditions where
the reaction is incomplete, hut repro­
ducible. It is also possible to use the
chemistry going on acr088 the inter­
face to analytical advantage, as dis­
cussed below.

Large dispersion is beat accom­
plished with a mixing chamber which
corresponds to one tank.

Sample Size. Taylor's theory does
not take account of sample size, al­
though it is a parameter of analytical
importance and has a marked effect
on peak shape (Figure 7). ROZicka and
Hansen take it into account by consid­
ering the dispersion arising from the
inlet system, D., separately from that
due to the flow, Df. It follows that the
sample size has more influence on the
peak shape when the total dispersion
is low (Di ? Df).

Vbcoslty and Refractive Inde...
All the theories discussed 80 far as-

nadium (V) with PAR (Figure 8) (34).
Titrimetry (25). In the above appli.

cation it appears from the peak profile
that, in effect, the carrier works into
the sample reacting with it along the
way. If a complex is being formed, or
an acid is reacting with a base, 8 gradi­
ent "titration" is being performed
(42). The points of inflection on the
peak will correspond to the steepest
part of the concentration gradient. i.e.,
the ends of the interface and the peak
width will be a function of sample con­
centration. However, in view of the
time it takes to achieve the requisite
degree of mixing, it is easier to inject
the sample, concentration CA , into a
mixing chamber of volume V, through
which the flow rate i. IA and to add
titrant concentration, CB at flow rate,
In. Then t ... is defined as the peak
width at some constant potential and
is given by (25):

V •
t ... cr:;-2.310g CA

- ~ 2.3 log CnIn.n
IA IA

for the reaction A + nB = ABn .

In view of the comments above on
mixing chambers, it must be empha·
sised that the role of the chamber is to
achieve a "stretched out tI concpntra­
tion gradient more rapidly than in an
open tube, because the width of the
peak, not its height, is measured. By
these means acid-base and complexi­
metric microtitrations have been per­
formed.

Turbidimetry. In turbidimetric
methods published so far, it has been
noted that there is a problem of build­
up of precipitate on the walls of the
tube. One approach to overcome this
is illustrated by the determination of
sulphate. The carrier solution is alka­
line and contains barium and EDTA
such that an excess of carrier dissolves
the precipitate. The sample is made
acid so that during the initial stage of
mixing and as the sample passes the
detector, the carrier is neutralised and
precipitation occurs. On further mix­
ing the precipitate redissolves (35).
There are many further examples
where the momentary disturbance of
the pH and or complexing power of
the carrier or sample can be exploited.

Potentiometry. Karlberg and The­
lander have shown that the potential
changes across the interface if the car­
rier is an oxidant and the sample a re­
ductant or vice versa (IS). The differ­
ential potential between carrier and
sample plug is easily measured and is
a function of sample concentration.

Kinetic. Since FIA is faster than
segmented continuous flow analysis,
faster reactions can be used for ana·
Iytical purposes. For example, in our
laboratory we have found thatth. re­
action between cobalt (11) and PAR is

D,

1.0

2.0

4.0

Scan

sume that the vi8C08ity and refractive
index of the sample and carrier are
identical. If they are not, changes in
the peak pattern will be evident. Dif­
ferences in viscosity will affect the
peak height; changes in refractive
index may, with a photometric detec­
tor, result in a small negative peak and
distortion of the peak. Within a series
of known samples, these effects can
be countered by calibration, prefera·
bly with matching the physical prop­
erties of carrier and sample.

Novel Applications. Many of the
determinations recorded in Table I
can be carried out hy air segmented
continuous flow analysis at higher cost
and lower sampling rate (40), but oth­
ers exploit reactions across the inter­
face between sample and carrier and/
or the mode of sample dispersion.
These latter, most of which are in
their infancy, will be briefly reviewed.

Multielement Trace Analysis. If
tile carrier stream and sample plug are
at different pH at the point of injec­
tion, a well-defined pH gradient will
be developed as the sample disperses
within the carrier. Most colour-fonn­
ing reactions of analytical interest are
pH dependent and pH-absorbance
curves for 8 given metal ion-reagent
combination are characteristic of the
metal ion. Thus, if the sample consists
of a mixture of metal ions and the car­
rier a solution of reagent, the extent
of colour formation at any point across
the interface will be dependent on the
pH at that point. In other words, the
interface contains sufficient chemical
information to enable several metals
to be detected and determined. There
remains the problem of extracting
that information, but the feasibility
of the approach has heen demon­
strated for mixture of lead (II) and va-

Figure 7. Curves obtained by Injection
0159, 108,208.403, and 795 L c: cor­
respond to absorbance 01 nondlluted
dye solution

4
---tit,
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Table I. Applications of FIA

...,........ - --- ...- ---- --. -- LC..llMl a - ..- ...
1. POl- (a) spec NH..MoOs (0.005

(phosphomo/ytldle) M). tflO, (0.• MI 18 250 1 ppm 2

(blspec (1)8S b{e. 18 250 , ppm 200-250
(molytldenum bluel (II) ascotblc add 1.511 SO 0.5 ppm '20 40

(1""1.. _hill aIt gap electrode NaOH (0.05 M) '0 150 1 0-3 _10-' M 80 2

3- Pin plan1 spec (i) Nt4Mo03 (0.005 18 230 1 ppm 420 '6
matetial e.g.• Irnolybdenun bluel MI. HNO, 10.4 M).

beans ethanOl 15%)
(III ascorbic 8C'ld '.8

15%).. N In pion' digests lal spec 01_(5%). 8.8 170+ 1 "-2% 180 17
(Indophenol blue) NaOH(12%).

olllanOll33%)
II alkaline NaOCl 8.6 11 550

Ib) air gap electrode NaOH(l M) 8.6 .90 1-2% 110

5. 0- in brackish spec HglSCN), 8.8 500 1 1-5 X 10-) 200 '8
waleni . IHglSCN),IFe(II'11 (0.0626%1• 101

Fe(NOs),
(3.03%1.

1-5 X 10-3tflO, (0.047 M~ 0.8 50 0.5 120 40
e1hanOI (15 %) 101

I. PondNln spec as above in 3 and .. 1 200 '9
pIanl cfigeats (molytldenum blue and splil stJeam enab4es

indophenol blue) first P and then N I10 be determined

7. POt andCl- spec satr4>1e dIotysed 8
In blood .... (molybdenum b.... before addition

IHg(SCN),'Fe(III)} 01 cow-forming

(8If~ijH,so". all 5 70 + 180 1 SO
(Ii) NH..Mo03•

(iiilascorbic acki (1Iand(lij 30 + 70 1 125
2.•

(bl CI-, (I) H,so•• (111)4.0
(ii)~.

(iii) Hg(SCNbJFe{III).. K. Na. NO; +. Na+, NO; electrodes •.0 85 1 10-'_10-3 t.t 125 8

t. gIucoIe In kinetic (s;ngle point) (II glucose 2.0 5310<_ 1 10-3-10-'M 80 20
blood ... glucose dehy<>-O\)OftlISO dehydrogenase + 112

(5.2 kV-L-It.
mutarotase CO. 11

kV-L-I). NaCI
(0.15101).

NAD(1.l ~ 10-3

M)alpH7
(II) NaCl10.14 101) 2.0

1D. NO;InIOil NO; electrode oaax (0.01 101). 3 106 1 10-'-10-;2M 80 21-.- NaOH 10.0' M).__.etc.
glycerine (0.2%)

11. N.P._KIn 8htc.K+.NO; for N: phenol NO;'. K. 3.2 50 0.5 1-10% NO,. 85; K. 22
IartiIIzara (2.5%1. NaOH 115

spec. F«-, NH: (1.5"'(16.5%)
pq-.O.6OIhotsu_ 50 0.75 1-10% 120
NH;. 1.8 + 52+ 70 0.18 1-10% 10

'.2

12. 7ryps1n spec 3O.a 3OAWO 50-280 ppm '00 6
(N-benzoyI-L-a"glnN-~

ohroanalOe
hydrOChloride)

n. pH alec 1.5 5 0.5 ,Il) 7

U. heavy metals s1r1pp1ng voltammeUy 1 noL. 91).0 plallng. 0-·-10-'''' 7
''''0-5 Sb'lpping

15. SO; tllbldimetric III BaCI,. 2H,o (5%). 5.9 1'2-204 1 ppm 110' 23
pofyvinytaJcohoI
10.05%)

(BaSO.1 (II)HCII0.01M) 5.•

11. g1ycetoIlH,o spec H~. bromothymol • 140 1 10-1l)% 24
bl... (o.oO'%)

17. eatEllTA UtraUons.latge 8. EOTA. 5 X 10-4 O.S. (ijmlxlng 10-'-10-I M 50 28
lttOnDocklIa1Jong disper&lon M d*l>-

_tilrlllon b. NaOH, 10-1 M 1.35 bor 0.98
1ft.

(9)25 0.75
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... ,....... - --tIltt"rNtIaelOfl
_..

amw .....,~ --. -- .....-. - ..- ...
11. Pb. Cu. Cd._ .urt>_k: (1)_. (ll_{II) 250 PI"" ~

Zu In pharrna-- (lIl-'lMnldol (1I11laOH. glycerol.' I.e
coutlcal -products (iii) buff.,-

18. NH: In amino .Iee (llllaOH (0.5 M) 3.3 250 ppm 21
BCIds

(11)~(5ppm) 0.3

20. sttong lIic'ds and eloe (tltraIlOn) (IIH,O '.5 300 5 X 10-'-1 2•
bases. ..
HCOOH. (Il) buff., 0.'
CHlCOOti.
CH)NHCH]Oti

21. calleino spoc/&.olvent ex1tacUon (1) ....1ne lOIn 1.. 200 70-100 ppm eo 1$
(11)'''''_ 1.'

onwnonlum
bt_(O.I"1
InCCl.o

22. Fe(lIIl po' eec'V)",," 1.0 60 1-20 A 10-) .5-00 .2
ascorbic acid ..

23. N in pharma· spec (11 aItaIine buffet 1.' 250+ ppm 15-30 2R
ceutlcal

(11)__
1.• -

produclS (15%), Ner
Fe(CN), NO.
2H,O (0.03")

(Il" NaOCl (0.'" 1.• - 660 + 330
active Cl,)

2•. 50:- In de.:tfan nephelomelry 1llaSO,) • 15.Oedrln 2R
>10% ~.,_.

but FIA
prefer-.to
atatk:. method·

25. glucose po. buffet. pH 8 2.5 120 30
(enzyrNltlc oxidation) poso-

ItrmobiliMd
gJucoseo-.o
in. rucIOr

21. NO, NO; electTode buffet. pH 8.5 2 30 120 SI

21. CI-. ar-.I- titration (Ag.) (I)H,O 1.8 100 0.1 Sf
(III NaNOo (0.1 lA), 1.8 0

AgNO, (10-' M)

21. AI spec AUnInon_ 2.' 100 52
(Ah..,unon)

28. viscosity (I) spec H,O 2or8 10 0.8 l-100cP 30-100 55
(II) refTactometer
(11I1_

30. refractive Index now ce~ wtI'll£O one 2.9 215 O.lle 100 IS
end__

.tothat

n Pband V('I spec 4-{2~) 2.5 215 0.88 0-'_10-4 .. 100 ~
mlxt...es re6CWclnoI. 10-.1

M, pH 9.!l buller

32. Ag apec/lOfvent ex\raCtk)n (')__ In CCI.o 5-30 X 1
(dithllone) (1 X 10-' M) 10-' ..

(11)_

33. SO~- .urt>_tr1c: (0.50,) Ila(M) (0.0211), 2.8 12. 0." 4O-1001lll'" 35
EDTA (0.025 M)
a'llH 10

_a,pH2

3•• NO, lNapac ,
'~1IIl'" 120 -'II

35. ta In anlmllleedl opec lQHoO ,g.5 10+ 1 0.5-5" :100 54
(cr.lOlph~ (11) a'C 10.0'''1 0.80 310+
comple.Dne, (lll)~ 2.0 410+
CPC) ~""_.,....

Ii")

18. proltln In plan1 apac lQ HCI. 0:8101 3 80+ , 40-'80 '20 :u
me".,1aI (Itlboru ......... 3 40+ IIIl'"

1~10..· •
11ll)2,4.... 3 200_.

BIllpIuIoIdd
0.1."'·

-~notAdld,UIUaIb'1rM\..AddId~""""~.~'~

'~ ..' ",.-
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FIguN 8. Different reactions of Pb (II) and V (VJ with PAR
In _ regIono ol...,..,1*Jg pH 10 co. 2. ond only V (Vi _ with PAR. In outer regions pH 10 highof
(pAR _10 II pH 8~ .... only Pb(D)-with PAR

FIguN 9. Peak profiles obtained by Injecting glycerol water mixtures Into water
carrier stream colowed with methyl orange
~.1IplIClnlmOt« (525 nm~ Flow _. 7.17 em .-'. """'10 size. 200 ,.L l.8fIglIl 01 O.S&-mm I.d.
bblng _1njoclIon end-.200 em. Peak height l'-Iy relates 10 log viscosity

has been found for vi8C08ity and time­
to·peak maximum.

Other NonaegmeDted Syatema.
FIA is only one form of nonsegmented
continuous flow analysis. A narrow
defmition of the method has been
adopted to keep this article within
bounds. Thus, several important
closely related methods have been
omitted, notably the work of Mottola
et aI. (43-46) with a recycling system
and that of Pungor et al. (47,48) on
potential measurement, both of which
have helped to open up an examina­
tion of the potentialities of nonseg­
mentedCFA.

Conclusions

The advantages of FIA are speed,
simplicity of apparatus, and the po­
tential for some novel analyses. The
disadvantages are the inability to per­
form lengthy operations and the diffi­
culty in automatically performing dif­
ferent determinations on the same
sample.

At present, FIA is useful to those
who perform straightforward analyses
routinely. The saving in time is useful,
and it is easy to switch from one deter­
mination to another either with the
replaceable units in the BIFOK in­
strument or by making up separate
units for different determinations. It
is a godsend to teachers of analytical
chemistry. With simple apparatus,
easily manufactured by the depart­
mental workshop, the principles of
continuous flow analysis can be dem­
onstrated, spectrophotometers can be
spared the hammering given by a class
of students, analysis time is greatly
shortened, and 80 many results are ob·
tained in such a short time that ideas
of precision and elementary statistics
are introduced naturally.

For the more complex analyses we
can expect further instrumental devel­
opment. Procedures for dialysis and
solvent extraction already exist, and
other analytical operations will proba­
bly be adopted for FlA. In our labora­
tory we are applying microprocessors
to the control of the sample introduc­
tion and the analysis and to processing
the results. It is clear thst it is feasible
to perform several determinations on
the same sample. All of these develop­
ments depend on exploiting chemis­
try, and thinking old problems
through in a new way.

In some respects the relationship of
FIA to other systems of CFA is analo­
gous to the position of the micropro­
cessor in the realm of computers. One
development in automatic analysis has
been a fully computerised device capa·
ble of performing several determina­
tions on the one sample. There is no
way in which FIA could mimic this
system because excessive dispersion of
the sample would take place durin;

to inject a sample into a coloured car­
rier stream. The absorbance of the
sample plug at some point down­
stream is then a direct measure of the
dispersion of the sample into the car­
rier (Figure 9). For any given system a
calibration curve can be constructed
relating log viscosity to peak height.
Sample sizes of G"L have been used
routinely for samples 1-20 cP, and the
carrier serves to keep the apparatus
clean. It appears to be an attractive
method for measuring diffusion coeffi·
cients, which are mainly determined
by extremely time-consuming meth­
ods and which have biochemicalsig­
nificance. These studies have shown
up the imporlance of chemical inter­
action (mainly by hydrogen bonding) .
in the mixing process. It is evident
that the theories of dispersion, dis­
cussed above, which do not take into
account solvent-<lolvent interactions
have limitations. For systems in which
hydrogen bonding is minimised, e.g.,
toluene carrier, a linear relationship

faster than the corresponding reaction
with nickel By using two detectorll in
series or by stream splitting, mixtures
of nickel and cobalt can be deter­
mined.

It is also possible to extract much
more kinetic information from the
chemical reaction which takes place as
the sample is physically dispersed.
The possibilities for analytical devel­
opment are indicated by the single
point determination (20) and a
stopped flow procedure for the enzy­
matic determination of glucose (7).

Viscosity and Diffusion Coeffi­
cients. The viscosity can be measured
in two ways: by the time taken for the
sample to reach the detector under
conditions of low dispersion or the
peak height under conditions of medi­
um dispersion. The former is depen­
dent upon the Poiseuille equation and
is, in principle, an absolute method.

e.The lal;ter is based on Taylor's aqua-
.tion and really measures the diffusion

'(..cOeffici8itL·The aimplest illustration is
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Varian UV-Vls spectrophotometers (or every need.

----_/

Choose Varian's UV-Vis spectrophotometer
.••join thousands of happy users.

Recorder compatibility. Unlike some spectropholometers,
Series 634 is compatible with standard laboratory recorders
that can also be used with other instruments. You're not

locked in to a one-use recorder, an important
feature for the budget-limited lab. And when
it comes to a fine, all-round recorder to do best
by your Series 634, Varian has that, too.

Sample compartment verutillty. The key is size.
The extra large compartment lets you handle
a wide range of sample accessories of different
sizes and shapes. Three sided access plus a

large beam separation make it
easy to use. With Series 634 you
can measure many samples that
other low-priced instruments
can't handle.

These are just a few highlights
ot thiS versatile, low-priced
spectrophotometer. We haven't
even touched on its outstanding
pertormance, so you'll want
to know more.

Circle 220 tor a Series 634 data
package.

@ Circle 221 if you'd hke 10
see a representative.

Varian Instrument Division, 611 Hansen Way,varian Box 0-070, Palo Alto, California 94303

- - -- - .. -- -
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- 634

r SCAN RAil nm/nllnl "AVlUlIIGTM--
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Choice of wavelength scanning, Both manual and
automatic scanning are available. Automalic scanning
is simple with pushbutton selection of four speeds.
Automatic scanning is standard on the Model 634S
and an integral part of the Instrument.

The Series 634 Spectrophotometers offer outstanding
value in low·priced instruments. Take a look at their versatility.
Thousands have chosen to buy Series 634 over
all competitors.

Digital readout.
This is standard on
both instruments tor
all three operating
modes: absorbance.
transmission, and
concentration. And
there's automatic decimal positioning in the absorbance
and %T modes.

Veraatlle wavelength rang... Series 634 covers the 190
to 900-nm range-unsurpassed in low-priced instruments.
Choose the model that fits your needs and budget. All Series
634 spectrophotometers measure up to 900 nm so you can
do those important analyses at higher wavelengths.
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A. New, Totally·Programmable
Automated Liquid Chromatographs
Complete brochure describes these
new systems based on the concept of
"distributed intelligence."
Circle Reader Service NO.4

B. "CHROMATOGRAM" keeps you
up to the minute on all phases of the
science
Published regularly. the ALTEX
"CHROMATOGRAM" gives details of
the latest applications and provides
useful tips on how to obtain the
optimum resulls from your equipment.
Circle Reader Service No.5

C. Complete High Performance
Liquid Chromatography Catalog
32 pages describing the latest modular
pumping systems. detectors, valves
and accessories for all types of liquid
chromatography.
Circle Reader Service NO.6

D. Innovation in Column Technology
Brochure gives details of the latest
pre-packed columns for reverse­
phase. ion pair. adsorption. ion­
exchange and size exclusion
chromatography.
Circle Reader Service NO.7

AlTEX SCIENTIFlC INC. 1780 Fourth SL
Berkeley. Colilomia 94710 (415) 527-5900

Telex: 33-5403

the course of analysis. It may be. how­
ever. that the speed, flexibility, and
low cost of FlA make it worthwhile in
some instances to perform a sequence
of individual determinations-by
analogy, have a number of dedicated
microcomputers rather than every­
thing on 8 main frame computer.
There is little doubt that in the long
run FIA will affect the philosophy of
automatic analysis. In the short term,
as with microprocessor development"
we may expect 8 flurry of methods
that are no more than the straightfor­
ward adaptation of existing continu­
ous flow methods. The real develop­
ments will come about by full realisa­
tion of the chemical potential of the
system. Hopefully, FIA will excite stu­
dents, be of practical value to analysts,
and by virtue of its simplicity bring
about an improved understanding and
use of all continuous now systems.
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SIEMENS

Some X-ray diffractometers cost more
than others because, quite simply,
some are better than others.

Siemens has effectively
used its many years of diffrac­
tometer development and manu­
facturing experience to create
the D 500-a diffractometer
of superior construction. Its out­
standing design means greater
accuracy during all phases of
material examination; such
as Qualitative analysis of
compounds or phases.
Quantitative measure­
ment of mixtures. study
of lattice constants and
line profile effects and
evaluation of orientation
or stress.

Siemens D 500 has
been designed to permit
flexible operation in
three modes-fully auto­
mated. semi-automated
or manual. In the fully
automated mode the soft­
ware utilizes BASIC lan­
guage which is easier to
use than the FORTRAN
language in other systems.

, .

Simplicity and ease of operation
mean you can concentrate on
analytical problems instead of
equipment operational problems.

The D 500 can operate in
either a horizontal or vertical
position and because the X-ray

tube is integrally mounted to the
diffractometer. the position may
be changed while maintaining
the alignment of the instrument.

The D 500 is available with
1. 40 or 80 specimen magazines.
each with sample rotation capa­
bilities ... perfect for the routine
analysis of a large number of
samples. A specimen holder for
sample sizes of up to 50 mm
by 50 mm by 8 mm is standard
equipment for the D 500. And the
9. 29 motors operate at a high
speed of 400 degrees/minute as
well as a variety of independ­
ently selected scan speeds.

For complete details on
Siemens D 500 X-ray Diffracto­
meter. from both an analytical
and investment point of view.
write or call Mr. P. Arredondo:

Siemens
Corporation
Analytical Systems
Division
1 Computer Drive
Cherry Hill. N.J.
08002
(609) 424-9212.
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Invest in a Siemens Diffractometer.
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PESTICIDES WITH AROWATIC
HYDROCA.RBONS

With the use of a dual pen
recorder, the output of the Tracor
970A variable wavelength detector
and the Tracor 965 Photo-Conduc­
tivity Detector can be recorded using
the detectors in series. Achro­
matogram containing several
polynuclear hydrocarbons and two
chlorinated pesticides shows the
selectiVity of chlorinated pesticides
over hydrocarbons on the Tracor 965
Photo-Conductivity Detector. The UV
absorbance detector responds to the
polynuclear hydrocarbons and gives
no response to the pesticides. The
effluent from the variable wavelength
detector is passed to the Photo-Con­
ductivity Detector with very little
band spreading where the pesticides
are detected. (Recycling 01 the sol­
vent mixture for continuous use of an
isocratic solvent mixture IS recom­
mended for the Photo-Conductivity
Detector. This recycling is possible
with the use of an ion-exchange
cartridge in the system before the
high pressure pump.)
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Nitrosamines can be determined
at the residue level with the use of
the Tracor 965 Photo-Conductivity
Detector. Two nitrosamine mixtures,
lOng and 5 ng respectively, are
shown using an isochratic solvent
mixture.
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The Series 900 Uquld
Chrometograph by Tracor is the
most dynamic liquid chromatograph
available today. The Series 900
features Tracor's patent pending 965
Photo-Conductivity detector. This
unique detector features unusually
high sensitivity and selectivity for
compounds which contain chlorine,
nitrogen and some sulfur compounds.
Two chromatograms of polychlorin­
ated biphenyls are shown using the
965 Photo-Conductivity Detector.
This mixture gives no response at
254 nm on a UV absorbance detec­
tor. lsochratic runs using the same
solvent mixture allow for the deter­
mination of the different PCB mix­
tures by the different peak ratios.
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Tracor Instruments
Tracor,lnc. 6500TracorLane Auslln, Texas 78721 Telephone 512:926 2800 TELEX 77·6414
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Report

Janet Osteryoung
-~..­
WIIII*lgIon. D.C. 20560

SurveyofAnalytical Chemistry raculty
inGroduo1e Departments of Chemistry

in the United States and Canada

11.6r-------------,

Table I. Total~ of Faculty

FIgure 1. Percentage In<:nIasa In __
1ytk:aJ IacuIty at ac:hooIs with~
chemiall'y departmenta In the U.s. and
C8nada. See TllbIe IV

1977

4719
lI98

1847

1975

4849
702

11107

4517
710

1823

_.

1971

6.0

.. 1t5
top 20
nul 58

'i
:2
j
E
"~
3
~
'i
c:
0(

j
E
" 6.82;

few individuals categorizing their in­
terest 88 Chemicallmtrumentation
or Electrochemutry were placed in
this group. Individuals who have their
primary professional identification as
analytical chemists but who choooe for
the Directory another description
such as Mass Spectroscopy were not
included. Only departments appearing
in all three years of the survey were
included. A few institutions that
changed dramatically over that time
period due to substantial reorganiza­
tion were not included. Summaries of
the data are presented in Table I and
Figure I. The survey sample included
195 schools. During this time period,
about 40% of the departments in­
creased in size, whereas the remainder
either held constant or decreased in
size. During the time period 1971-75,
32% of the expanding departments in­
creased in number of an.a1ytical facul­
ty, 57% remained constant, and only
10% decreased. In the same period,
31% of schools that remained the same
or decreased in total number of facul­
ty also increased in number of analyti­
cal faculty. Fifty-two peramtofthese
schools remained constant in numbers
of analytical faculty, and 17% de­
creased. Clearly, the pressure to in­
crease the numbers of analytical facul­
ty was expressed uniformly across uni­
venities, and the response was as im­
pressive among those schools experi­
encing severe financial IJressureB as
among those undergoing expansion.
Considering the difficulties in con­
tracting the size of a department, this
in itself is remarkable. The period
1975-77 naturally expreases chang..
of a smaller magnitude. In 1971-75,
32% of the 195 schools increased the
number of analytical faculty, 14% de­
creased, and 54'lf> remained the same.

Analytical chemists in the U.S. have
assumed for the last five years or so
that their numbers were increasing in
graduate chemistry departments in
this country. To provide some facts
pertinent to this assumption. I have
surveyed the ACS Directory of Grad­
uate Research to identify analytical
chemists in graduate chemistry de­
partments in the U.S. and Canada and
to explore how their numbers have
changed in various categories over
time. The results of the survey may
be summarized by oaying that there
has been a pronounced increase of an­
alytical chemists in graduate depart­
ments, that the increase is much
greater than that of all chemistry fac­
ulty, and that the increases pervade
all types of institutions.

Data for the survey were obtained
from the 1971, 1975, and 1977 editions
of the ACS Directory of Graduate Re­
search, which lists members of the
faculties of graduate chemistry de­
partments in the U.S. and Canada by
institution. The listing for each facul­
ty member includes a list of publica­
tions and theses supervised, areas of
research interest, some biographical
information, and an italicized word or
short phrase describing the primary
broad classification of the individual
as a chemist. Because the material for
the Directory comes from the depart­
ments themselves, this last item is a
fairly accurate representation of the
attitude of the chemist himself about
his professional identification. In this
study, this description, unmodified by
consideration of publication titles,
etc., was used to categorize people.
With the exception of Inorganic-Ana­
lytical, descriptions including the
word analytical were used to identify
analytical chemists. In addition, a very

Thla article nollUbject to U.S. Copyrtght
Publlahed 1978 AmerIcan a.nlcal SocIety
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Table V. Number In 1977
Minus Number In 1971

of analytical faculty while decreasing
in overall numbe... This is more reo
markable whan one conoide.. that 7
of the Top 20 (35% of tha schools rep·

, resenting 3O'l6 of the faculty) have no
analytical chemist on the faculty. Of
the Next 58 only 13 (2296 repreeenting
17% of the faculty) and ofthe remain·
ing 117 only 21 (Ill'l6 repreeenting 16%
of tha faculty) bave no analytical

Table III. Numbers of
Analytical Faculty

t.71 1171 lIn

au 185 374 423 457
top 20 49 57 55
next 51 139 166 179

Table IV. Analytical Faculty
as % of Total Faculty

1111 1111 tin

aU 185 8.2 9.1 9.7
lop 20 8.9 8.1 7.9
ne"'51 8.8 10.3 10.9

chemist. It is not possible hased on
this cursory examination to identify
causal factors that account for the
phenomenon of strong growth in the
area of academic analytical chemistry.
However, it is clearly the collective
wisdom of academic chemistry depart­
ments based on the most meaningful
vote, allocation of resources, that the
subdiscipline of analytical chemistry
has been undervalued in the recent
past and that the strength of the disci·
pline 88 a whole will be improved by
providing a larger fraction of resources
to analytical chemistry.

Janet OoteryouDC is 8880Ciate pro­
fessor of civil engineering .t Colorado
State University. She obtained the
PhD degree in chemistry at Caltech
with Fred Anson in 1967. She is cur·
rently on leave from CSU while tem·
porary Program Director for Chemical
Analysis, National Science Founda·
tion. Her research interelta include
electroanalytical methods develop.
ment, especially for toxic subotancea
in the environment.

83
8

40

---132
-12

24

.....-allft
lop 20
next 51

For 197f>-77, the corresponding num­
bers are 26%, 11%, and 63%, Between
1971 and 1975, the increase in number
of faculty was 82 while the increase in
analytical faculty was 49, or 6096 of the
net increase. The fraction of analytical
faculty increased from 8.2 to 9.1%. In
the period 1975 to 1977, the increase
was 50 faculty, whereas the increase
in analytical faculty was 34 (68%). The
fraction of analytical faculty in 1977
was 9.7%.

Although these numbers demon­
strate strong and sustained growth in
the role of the field of chemical analy­
sis in graduate chemistry depart­
ments, it is a common perception that
analytical chemistry is not well repre­
sented at the "best schools" and that
these schools have not been a part of
the phenomenon described ahove. For
this reason, it is instructive to examine
schools in some quality grouping. For
this purpose, the 1970 ranking of grad­
uate chemistry faculties by the Roose­
Andersen Report was used. This is
somewhat unsatisfactory because the
ranking is for U.s. scbools only and
because reputation lags so far behind
current performance, but it provides
some basis for eumining trends in the
better schools in comparison with all
schools. The Top 20 and Next 58 are
taken from this report and listed in
Table n. Summaries of data for all
schools and for schools by category are
given in Tab1ea I and III-V. In addi­
tion, the data of Tahle IV are repre­
sented graphically in Figure 1. Clearly,
the growth patterns are similar in each
category. The growth rate has been
greatest in the Next 58 schools, but
the Top 20 have increased in numbers
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Report

H. A. Laitinen
University of Florida
Gainesvlll•• Flo. 32604

Professional S10tus ofAcademic
Analytical Chemistry

In an article entitled "Reputational
Ratings of Doctoral Programs"
[Science. 199,1310 (1978». R. T.
Hartnett, M. J. Clark, and L. L. Baird,
who are research psychologists at Ed­
ucationa�Testing Service, Princeton.
N.J., examined doctoral programs in
three fields in 25 institutions. This
study differed from the surveys con­
dueled by the American Council on
Education in 1964 and 1969 in cov­
ering a smaller number of institutions
and programs in greater detail. The
fields (chemistry, bistory, and psy­
cbology) were cbosen to permit a com­
parison of the ratings of subspecialties
with those of the fields as a whole. 10
each discipline, each faculty respon­
dent was asked to rate the quality of
the faculty in his or ber own subspeci­
alty as well as in the whole depart­
ment in the institutions under study.

The correlations of ratings of the
subspecialties with the ratings of total
programs are given in Tahle L To
quote the original article, "In chemis-

try departments. a close relation be­
tween sub-specialty faculty ratings is
also the usual case, but there is one
glaring exception-analytical chemis­
try".

An inquiry to Dr. Hartnett led to
the scatter diagram shown in Figure
1, in which it emerges that four de­
partments out of the 25 surveyed had
high overall ratings but showed up
poorly in analytical chemistry. Indeed.
if these four were omitted in calculat­
ing a new Pearson correlation coeffi­
cient, the new value of r became 0.85.

It is apparent that the "normal" sit­
uation is for 8 good correlation be­
tween analytical chemistry and chem­
istry as a whole, but that a relatively
few excellent chemistry departments
have chosen to ignore or downgrade
analytical chemistry as a graduate dis­
cipline. It might be remarked that sev­
eral departments showing overall ex­
cellence are also outstanding in ana­
lytical, and that in others analytical
is relatively stronger than the depart-

ment 8S 8 whole. This situation was
clearly evident in the survey carried
out by G. A. Rechnitz several years
ago [ANAL. CHEM., 43 (4), 51A (1971)]
as well as that of Janet Osteryoung in
the current issue (page 849 Al.

The occasional noncoerelation be­
tween overall quality and excellence
in analytical would be of little con­
cern, except that several highly rated
chemistry departments that are weak
in graduate analytical chemistry tend
to serve as models for developing de­
partments.

It appears to this writer that there
are two basic reasons why a few other­
wise excellent departments foiled to
develop strong analytical research
programs. The first is that analytical
research, which deals with improve­
ments in methodology, can be ignored
if research in other areas is content to
use state-of-the-art methodology, i.e.•
to rely on others for its advancement.
The other reason is that modern ana­
lytical chemistry is itself a complex

Table I. Correlations of Ratings of Subspeclallies with Ratings of Total Programs, CGS/ETS

Survey 1975. All Ratings Pertain to Quality of Faculty

'_In ,_In-- ...... - -- no." P......- ,.... , - ,....
-.lslry PlJchoIogJ

anal\'IICal 15-33 0.40 educational 1-4 0.79
biochemical 11-39 0.94 meaaLl'ement 1-6 0.91
lnarganlc 35-63 0.94 perllOnallly 6-19 0.68
organic 80-121 0_96 developmonlal 9-40 0.95
physical 70-151 0.98 experimental 64-188 0.99

hIalooy organizational 7-18 0.64
IIIlClenl 8-23 0.94 clinical 28-97 0.78
medieval 15-35 0;91 soctal 21-72 0.88
rnaclem 52-131 0.99
",",,"can 75-1119 0.98
third world 24-68 0.95
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Figur. 1. Ratings 01 total chemistry and analytical chemistry programs
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leading to the most efficient solution
to the problem at band. As pointed
out by Janet Osteryoung, the analyti­
cal community has felt for the past
several years that it is gaining strength
in graduate departments, and this
feeling has been confirmed by ber
study. Correspondingly, tbe demand
for PhD analytical cbemists in indus­
try and government as well as academ­
ic institutions has grown in recent
years to the point that em•.rging
PhD's in other areas of chemistry are
belatedly discovering an interest in
analytical. This is surely acceptable,
provided that the necessary diversity
of background and experience and in·
terest in dealing with analytical prob·
lem-solving is present. Just because
an organic chemist has had experience
in interpreting IR, MS, or NMR spec­
tra in identifying structures does not
qualify him as an analytical chemist,
unless he has the interest and compe­
tence to deal with impurities and mix­
tures. Likewise, the experimental
physical chemist mayor may not qual­
ify for an analytical-oriented position
depending upon hi. attitude and expe­
rience in analytically significant mea·
surements. It i. said that imitation i.
the sincerest form of flattery, and the
analytical profession can take pride
because it is growing by accretion as
weU as by internal nourishment.

•

•
•• • ••

• •• •
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area with several subdisciplines, 80 to
have a truly viable analytical program
is difficult if a department is strongly
oriented around individual research
programs of limited number.

Of course, analytical advances are
made by chemists of many types, and
even without an identifiable analytical
graduate program, a department may
be making significant contributions
to analytical research. Conversely, an­
alytical chemists are making signifi·
cant contributions to other areas of
chemistry through the use of their
methodology. It comes down to a self·
definition, in which a chemist cbooses
to associate professionally with col·
leagues of kindred interests. This as­
sociation takes various forms, 8uch as
joining professional societies or divi­
sions of them, choosing a publication
medium, participating in research
symposia, and the like. A given chem·
ist, of course. can have more than o"ne
professional identification such as an·
alytical chemistry plus spectroscopy,
electrochemistry, chromatography,
computers, etc.

Despite this blurring of professional
identities, analytical cbemists do have
a commonality in possessing at least
an awareness of many diverse ap­
proacbes to problem·solving, and their
contribution consists of choosing the
method or combination of methods
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The Fall National Meeting of the
American Chemical Society will be
held in Miami Beach, September 10­
15, 1978. As usual the annual meeting
will feature a myriad of technical ses·
sions and professional and social ac­
tivities that will bring thousands of
people in the chemical profession to
this southern city. In all, 27 of the So·
ciety's 29 divisions and a number of
committees will participate in the five
days of technical sessions. The techni·
cal program will include over 3000 pa·
pers to be presented at almost 400
planned sessions.

The most important event at Miami
Beach for the readers of ANALYTICAL
CHEMISTRY is the celebration of the
50th anniversary of the JOURNAL. The
Analytical Chemistry Division will
mark the occasion with the 50th Anni·
versary Symposium dedicated to Law·
rence T. Hallett, a former editor. The
symposium is scheduled for Wednes·
day morning and will be presided over
by Herbert A. Laitinen, current editor
of ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY. The
community that has nurtured the
JOURNAL over the years will have an
opportunity to hear eight distin·
guished speakers survey the history of
the JOURNAL and the discipline which
helped put the JOURNAL in its place
today. G. E. Peace, Jr., will survey the
origin of the JOURNAL during the late
19th century. Sidney Siggia will foUow
with a review of the many contribu·
tions of Lawrence T. Hallett during
the early years when Dr. Hallett was
editor. The next five speakers will reo
view the developments in the field of
analytical chemistry in each of the last
five decades, concluding with the
1970's. Finally, the concluding reo
marks prepared by I. M. Kolthoff, the
man regarded by many as the father of
modern analytical chemistry, will be
read by one of his former students,
Vernon Stenger. The entire proceed·
ings of the symposium will be pub·
lished in the A pages of ANALYTICAL
CHEMISTRY in the November and De·
cember 1978 issues.

Other programs of the Analytical

September 10-15, 1978

176th
ACS

National
Meeting

Miami Beach

Here are a few of the hundreds of ha·
te/s and thousands of apartment
buildings where some three million
Miami Beach visitors find lodging
every year

News

Chemistry Division include three sym­
posia with three sessions each and six
general sessions. A total of 103 papua
will be presented at theoe sessions.
Among the symposia topics are: inuJge
detectors in chemistry (15 papua),
novel approaches to trace drug anaIy·
sis (15 papers), and sample injection
techniques into unsegmented flows
(12 papers). The six general sessions
will cover the areas of e1ectroana1yti.
cal chemistry, chromatography,spec:­
troscopy, and general analytical chem·
istry.

In addition to these programs for
which the Analytical Division is the
primary sponsor, the Division will par­
ticipate in a number of symposia c0­

sponsored with other divisions. These
are: Symposium on Trace Analysis of
Nitrogen and Sulfur PoUutanla in the
Atmosphere (five sessions), joint with
the Division of Environmental Chem­
istry; Symposium on Analytical
Chemistry of Petroleum Hydrocar·
bons in the Marine/Aquatic Environ­
ment (three sessions), joint with the
Division of Petroleum Chemistry, Inc.;
Symposium on A Century of Chemis·
try at the u.s. Geologicol &rvey
(four sessions), joint with the Division
of the History of Chemistry; Sympo­
sium on Chemical Oceanography in
the Academic Curriculum (one ....
sion), joint with the Division of Chem·
ical Education, Inc.; Symposium on .
High-EfficiencY Radiochemical sepa·
rations (two sessions), joint with the
Division of Nuclear Chemistry and
Technology.

AU sessions sponsored by the Ana­
lytical Chemistry Division will be beld
in the Miami Beach Convention Cen­
ter, except the PfOlr8lll jointly spon·
sored with the Division of Nuclear
Chemistry and Technology. That sym·
posium will be held at Dora! Beach,
which is some distance north from the
convention center. There will be a
shuttle bus service.

The Analytical Chemistry Division
social hour and dinner ($11) will be
held Tueaday, Septamber 12 at 6:()()
and 7:00 p.m., respectively, at Hotel
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News

Fontainbleau. Interested persons are
urged to purchase tickets in advance.
For further information on lbe ad­
vance ticket puchase and the room
number, see Chern. Eng. News, Au­
gust 7.

Several ACS courses given in con­
junction with the meeting before and
after the meeting will be of interest to
analytical chemists. For more infor­
mation, see pages 866 A and 868 A.

The detailed technical program
given below includes aU the Analytical
Division sessions and those cospon­
sored by the Division.

Preregistration forms and housing
information are contained in Chern.
Eng. News, June 26, 1978. The com­
plete technical program for the meet­
ing will appear in Chern. Eng. News,
August 7,1978..

DIVISION OF ANALYTICAL
CHEMISTRY
D. M. Hercules, Chairman
A. J. Cunningham, Secrelary

MONDAY MORNING
SECTION A

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Image Delectors In
Chemistry Joint with Division of
Physical Chemistry
Yair Talmi, Presiding

9:00-1. Image Detectors in Chemis·
try, An Overview. Y. Talmi.

9:26-2. Computer Processing of
Spectroscopic Data. Applications in
Liquid Chromatography. D. B.
Pautler, J. C. Spavins, M. L.
Malczewski, M. J. Milano.

9:50-3. A Dual·Beam Linear Photo­
diode Array Spectrometer System
for Liquid Chromatographic Sepa­
ration Methods Development. W.
Nunn, R. E. Dessy.

10:25-lntermission.
10:40-4. Versatility of an Optical

Multichannel Anslyzer as an HPLC
Detector. J. R. Jadamee, W. A.
Saner, R. W. Sager.

11:16-5. Multidimensional, Multi­
component Fluoreseence Analysis
with a Video Fluorometer. J. B.
Callis, D. W. Johnson, G. F.
Christian, E. R. Davidson.

11:45-Diseussion.

SECTION B

Miami Beach Convention Center
Sympostum on Novel Approaches
to Trace Drug Analysis
L. A. Sternson, Presiding

9:00-lntroductory Remarks.
9:05---1. Drug Analysis by HPLC. B.

L. Karger, R. W. Giese, R. Eks­
teen, N. Tanaka.

9:45-7. The Use of Immobilized En­
zymes in the Analysis of Biological
Fluids. P. W. Carr, R. S. Shifreen.

10:25-lntermission.
10:35-8. The Use of Chemical Deri­

vatiution in the HPLC Analysis of
Anti.Neoplastic Agents. L. A.
SterD8on.

11:10-9. Fluorescence Methods of
Clinical Drug Analysis. G. G. Guil­
bault.

11:35-10. A Sensitive Gas Chromato­
graphic Method for the Simulta·
neous Determination of Ritalin and
Its Metabolite Ritalinic Acid in
Plasma Using N-P FlO Detector. B.
L. Hungund, M. Hanna, B. G.
Winsberg.

SECTION C

Miami Beach Con\'ention Center
General: Eleclroanalytlcal
Chemlslry
D. C. Johnson, Presiding

9:06-11. Immobilized Oxidase En­
zymes as Electrochemical Sensors.
V. S. Srinivasan, G. Sittampalam.

9:20-12. Comparison of 10n·Sensitive
Electrode Selectivity with 10n·Ex·
change and lon-Pairing Liquid
Chromatography Retention. R. F.
Hirscb, U. Jingjit, E. Rachlin, K.
Regan.

9:40-13. Fast, Simple Analysis of
Serum Glucose. J. L. BUleyn, C. O.
Huber.

10:00-14. Photo·Electrochemical De­
termination of Nitrosamines. D. C.
Johnson, B. G. Snider.

10:20-lntermission.
10:36-15. Simultaneous Determina·

tion of the Isomers of Nitrophthalic
Acid by Differential Pulse Polarog­
raphy. P. M. Surana.

10:50-16. A Comparison of DC, Pulse
and Differential Pulse Detection in
Flow-Through Tubular Electrodes.
D. C. Johnson, P. L. Meschi, E. C.
Lewia, J. H. Larochelle.

11:10-17. Evaluation of Errors Intro­
duced During Potentiometric Titra­
tions Using Silver Sulfide Mem­
brane Due to Electrode Nonspeci­
ficity. W. R. Hussein.

11:36-18. Deposition Discriminating
Stripping Analysis of Metals in
Aqueous Solution. B. Vasaoa, G.
Martinez.

MONDAY AFTERNOON
SECTION A

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Image Deleclors In
Chemistry Joint with Division of
Physical Chemistry
Yair Talmi, Presiding

2:00-19. A High Resolution Grating
Microspectrofiuorometer with To­
pographic Option for Studies in
Living Cells. J. G. Hirschberg, A.
W. Wouters, E. Kohen, J. S.
Ploero, C. Kohen.

2:30-20. Analytical Applications of
the Laser Microprobe Using Elec­
tronic Imaging Detection. T. H.
Brigga.

3:00-21. Evaluation of an &heUe
Spectrometer with an Image Dissec·
tor for Simultaneous Multielement
Determinations. H. L. Pardue, H.
L. Felkel.

3:30-Recess.
3:45-22. Use of the OMA for Analyz­

ing Light Intensity Gradients from
the Absorption Optical System of
the Ultracentrifuge. D. L. Rock­
holt, E. G. Richards.

4:15-23. Electro-Optical Ion Detector
for Simultaneous Moniloring of all
Ion Species over a Wide Range. H.
G. Boettger, C. E. Giffin, D. D.
Norris, W. J. Dreyer.

4:45-Discussion.

SECTION B

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Novel Approaches
10 Trace Drug Analysis
L. A. Sternson, Presiding

2:00-24. Evaluation of Vidicons as
Multiwavelength Detectors for
Drug Determinations. H. L. Par·
due, A. E. McDowell.

2:35-25. Microorganisms as Novel
Sources of Reagents for the Deler·
mination of Drugs in Biological
Fluids. R. V. Smith.

3:10-Intermission.
3:20-26. Plastic Electrode a. an Ana·

Iytical Tool. T. Higuchi.
3:55-27. Drugs in Blood by Liquid

Chromatography. P. T. Kissinger.
4:30-28. Dipstick for Morphine in

Urine. J. G. Montalvo, Jr., CoG.
Lee, R. Wawro, L. Truxillo. R.
Curran, C. Iannaccone, D. Eyer.

SECTION C

Miami Beach Convention Center
General: Electroanalytlcal
Chemlslry
P. Zuman, PresidinJ:

2:00-29. Chemically Modified PI
Electrodes Bearing Electroactive
Ferrocene Molecules. J. R. Len­
hard, R. W. Murray.

2:20-30. Chemical Modification of
Metal Oxide Electrodes Using Cy­
anuric Chloride. T. Kuwana,
A.W.C.Lin.

2:40-31. Electrocatalysis of NADH
Using Quinones and Modified Qui.
none Electrodes. T. Kuwana, D.
CoS. Tae.
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News

3:00-32. Ferric-EDTA Reduction Ki­
netics at the Glassy Carbon Elec­
trode. R. A. Petersen, C. O.
Huber.

3:26-rntermission.
3:36-33. Polarographic Reduction of

Aminobenzaldehydes and Pyridine
Carboxaldehydes. J. F. Rusting, P.
Zuman.

3:50-34. Keto-Enol Equilihria, Hy­
dration, and Polarographic Reduc­
tion of 1,2-Diketones. N. Sleszyns­
ki, P. Zuman.

4:16-35. Electrochemical Reduction
of Benzyl Halides: Radical vs. Carh­
anion Formation. D. A. Kock, D. E.
Bartak.

4:36-36. Catalytic EIectroreduction
of O2 Using Water Soluble Iron Por­
phrin. T. Kuwana, P. Forshey.

TUESDAY MORNING
SECTION A

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Image Detectors In
Chemistry Joint with Division of
Physical Chemistry
Yair TaImi, Presiding

9:00-37. A Multimicroprocessor Con­
trolled, Vidicon, Stopped-Flow
Spectrophotometer. E. Carlson, C.
G.Enke.

9:36-38. Time-Resolved Resonance
Raman and Fluorescence-Line Nar­
rowing Spectroscopy. M. A. EI­
Sayed.

10:06-39. Picosecond Time-Resolved
Photometer. W. Yu.

1ll-.36-Intermission.
10:45--10. Using TV Imaging Systems

for Picosecond Fluorescence and
Absorption Time-Resolved Kinetic
Studies of Photosynthetic and Pho·
tovisual Systems. F. Pellegrino, R.
R. Alfano.

11:15--11. A Three-Dimensional (A,I,
r) Picosecond Spectrometer. P. M.
Rent2epis.

11:45-Discussion.

SECTION B

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Novel Approaches
to Trace Drug Analysis
G. G. Guilbault, Presiding

9:00-42. Use of Phosphorimetry for
Drug Analysis. J. D. Winefordner.

9:35--13. Direct Analysis of Urine for
Steroids and Dopamine Metabolites
by Mass-Analyzed Ion Kinetic En­
ergy Spectrometry. T. K. Joseph,
P. T. Kissinger. R. W. Kondrat. T.
Kruger. R;G. Cooks.

10:16-44. High Resolution Ion Ex­
change Chromatography Applied to
a Study of Acetaminophen Metabo-

lism in Man. J. E. Mrochek. C.
D.Scott.

10:45-Intermission.
10:55-45. In Vitro Studies on the

Metabolic Oxidations of Aliphatic
Amines to Chemically Reactive
Species. N. Castagnoti, N. P.
McGraw. B. Ho.

11:36-46. Analysis of Erythromycin.
Ill. Determination of Erythromycin
by Ion·Pair Extraction with :!SS_
Methyl Orange. R. V. Smith, R. G.
Harris, D. D. Maness, A. Martin.

11:55-Concluding Remarks.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON
SECTION A

Miami Beach Convention Center
General: Spectroscopy
G. T. Bastiaans, Presiding

2:06-47. Precise Elemental Analysis
of Heteropoly Anions via Plasma
Emission Spectrometry. G. J. Bas­
tisans, M. A. Fernandez.

2:20-48. Determination of Non-Met­
als by Inductively Coupled Argon
Plasma (lCAP) Spectroscopy. A. F.
Ward, L. F. Marciello.

2:40-49. Characterization of Metal
Alloys Using Inductively Coupled
Argon Plasma Optical Emission
Spectroscopy. A. F. Ward, L F.
Marciello.

3:00-50. Simultaneous Analysis of
As, Se, Sn and Sb by Hydride Gen­
eration with Microwave Induced
Plasma Atomic Emission. W. B.
Robbins, J. A. Caruso, F. L.
Fricke.

3:26-lntermission.
3:30-51. Determination of Cadmium,

Copper, Lead and Manganese in
Human Kidney Cortex Using Zee­
man Effect Flameless Atomic Ab­
sorption Spectrometry. P. A. PIe­
ban. K. H. Pearson, R. J. Sham­
berger.

3:50-52. Quantitation of Selenium,
Manganese, Iron, Copper, and Zinc
in Human Kidney Tissue by X-ray
Fluorescence. G. S. Kuntz, R.L.R.
Towns.

4:10-53. An Investigation of Satellite
Structure Found in X-ray Photo­
electron Spectroscopy (ESCA). J.
C. Carver. H. Razzavi.

2:00-Diuisional Business Meeting,
Convention Center.

6:Oo-Diuisionol Social Hour. Hotel
Fontainbleau.

7:06-Diuisional Dinner. Hotel Fon·
tainbleau.

SECTION B

Miami Beach Conventiol\ center
General: Chromalography
H. A. Moye, Presiding

2:00-54. A Simple GC-MS Method
for Simultaneous PGE, and PGE2
Analysis Based on Concurrent Elu­
tion and Selected Ion Monitoring.
A. Ferretti.

2:20-55. A Gas Chromatographic Mi­
croanalytical Procedure for the
Analysis of Oxalate Ion in Human
Urine. H. A. Moye, R. Garman.

2:40-56. Therapeutic Monitoring of
Anticonvulsant Drugs in Psychiat­
ric Patients: Simultaneous Gas­
Chromatographic Determination of
Celontin, Zarontin, Phenobarbital,
Dilantin, Tegretol. and Primidone
in Presence of Mesnntoin, Kemad·
rin, Prolixin. and Haldol in Plasmo.
R. Varma.

3:00-57. Determination of Disopy­
ramide in Serum by HPLC. C. R.
Ghosh, H. G. Lankford.

3:30-58. High Pressure Liquid Chro·
matography of Unsaturated and Cy­
clopropane Fatty Acids. R. A. Mil­
ler, N. E. Bussell.

3:50-59. Analysis of Hydroxyl Fatty
Acids by High Pressure Liquid
Chromatography. N. E. Bussell, R.
A.Miller.

4:10-60. Thin-Layer Chromato­
graphic Separation of Conjugated
Bile Acids. A. K. Batta, S. Shefer,
G.Salen.

4:30-61. Separation of Some Choles­
terol Derivatives by Thin Layer
Chromatography. H. J. Issaq, N.
Risser, J. Bowden.

2:00-Diuisional Business Meeting,
Convention Center.

6:00-Diuisional Sociol Hour. Hotel
Fontainbleau.

7:00-Diuisional Dinner. Hotel Fon­
tainbleau.

WEDNESDAY MORNING

SECTION A
Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Sample Injection
Techniques Inlo Unsegmented
Flows
H. A. Mottola, Presiding

9:00-Introductory Remarks: An
Overview. H. A. Mottola.

9:20-62. Flow Injection Analysis.
Principle and Theory of the Meth­
od. Design of a Programmable Mi­
croanalyzer. J. Ruzicka, E. H.
Hansen.

10:10-Intermission.
10:25-63. Flow Injection Analysis.

New Analytical Methods Based on
the Use of Spectrophotometric and
Potentiometric Flow·Through De·
tectors. E. H. Hansen, J. Ruzicka.

11:15-64. Theory and Practice of
Continuous-Flow Analysis: Com­
parison of Flow Injection Analysis
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with Modern Segmented Flow. M.
Margo.h....

SECTlON B

Miami Beach Convention Center
50th Annlverury Symposium: The
Journal and the SCience
H. A. Laitinen, Presiding

9:00-lntroductory Remarks.
9:10~5.Edward Hart. Ph.D.-The

Man Behind the Journal. G. E.
Peace, Jr.

9:30-66. L. T. Hallett: The Early
Years. S. Siggia.

9:40~7.Analytical Chemistry: The
Journal and the Science, 1929-1939.
V. A. Stenger.

10:00-68. Analytical Chemistry: The
Journal and the Science. the 1940's.
H. A. Laitinen.

10:20-lntermission.
10:40~9.Analytical Chemistry in­

the 1950's. L. B. Rogers.
11:00-70.50 Years of Analytical

Chemistry-The Journal and the
Science-the 1960's. J. D. Wine­
fordner.

11:20-71. Analytical Chemistry: The
Journal and the Science in the
1970's and Beyond. B. R. Kowal­
ski.

11:40-Concluding Remarks. I. M.
Ko1thoff.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
SECTION A

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Sample InJection
Techniques Into Unsegmented
Flows
H. A. Mottola, Presiding

2:00-72. Injection Technique as a
New Approach for Dynamic Flow·
Through Analysis with Electroana­
lytical Sensors. E. Pungor, Zs.
Feher, G. Nagy, K. T6th.

2:35-73. Design and Characteristics
of Membrane Covered Electro­
chemical Sensors for Use in Unseg­
mented Flows. D. N. Gray, F. E.
Semersky, B. Watson.

3:10-lntermission.
3:25-74. Analysis of Elution Patterns

in Unsegmented Flow Using a
Novel pH Monitor. R. C. Barabino,
M.H.Keyes.

4:10-75. Analytical Chemistry ot the
Interface. D. Botteridge, E. L.
Dagles., P. David, D. R. Deans, B.
Field., P. Sweet.

SECTION B

Miami Beach Convention Center
General: Spectroscopy
P. N. Keliher, Presiding

2:00-76. Study of the Interference of
Organic Compounds with the 2,4-

Xylenol Spectrophotometric Meth­
od for Nitrate. G. Norwitz, J. Far·
ino, P. N. Keliher.

2:20-77. Calibration of Circular Di­
chrometers in the Visible and Ultra­
violet Regions. J. L. Scott, V. C.
Zadnik, K. H. Pearson.

2:40-78. Photo-Acoustic Spectrosco­
py: Spectral Analysis of Solid and
Liquid Samples. J. W.p. Lin, L. P.
Dudek.

3:00-79. Some Inter-Related Param­
eters that Influence the Accuracy of
Atomic Absorption Determination
of Mercury in the Atmosphere. J. C.
Hilborn, G. F. Dowd.

3:20-lntermission.
3:30-80. The Determination of Mo­

lybdenum in Engine Lubricating
Oils by Atomic Absorption Spectro­
photometry. C. S. Saba, K. J. Eis­
entraut.

3:50-81. Origin. Distribution, and
Bioaccumulation of Selenium in
Kentucky and Barkley Lakes. B. E.
McClellan, K. Frazer, J. Vargo,
R.Aulick.

4:10-82. Elevated Temperature '''C
IT-NMR Studies of Coal Products.
L. T. Taylor, H. C. Dorn, T. Glass.

4:30-83. New Reagents for Charac­
terization of Functional Groups by
I9F NMR. H. C. Darn, P. Szabo,
K. Koller, T. Glass.

THURSDAY MORNING
seCTION A

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Sample Injection
Techniques Into Unsegmented
Flows
H. A. Mottola, Presiding

9:00-84. Closed-Loop Systems and
Other Ancillary Concepts in Sample
Injection Techniques inlo Unseg·
mented Flows. H. A. Mottola.

9:35-85. Repetitive Determination of
Heovy Metals by Sample Injection
in a Closed-Loop System. CoM.
Wolff, J·P. Schwing.

10:10-lntermission.
10:25-86. Extractiun by Flow-Injec­

tiun Analysis. B. I. Karlberg, S.
Thelander.

11:00-87. Automated Loading of Dis­
crete Samples in Unsegmented Con·
tinuous Flow Analvsis. K. K. Stew­
art, G. R. Beecher.

11:35-88. On the Design and Optimi­
zation of Chemiluminescence Anal­
ysis in Flowing Systems. W. R.
Seitz.

SECTION B

Miami Beach Convention Center
General: Chromalography

9:00-89. Identification of Insoluble

News

Coatings and ImpregnatioDl by Py.
rolysis and Gas Chromatography. J.
Kovar.

9:20-90. Characterization of Poly­
ethers and Polyurethanes via Reac·
tion Gas Chromatography. S.
Siggia, D. Gibian.

9:40-91. High Performance AqueoWl
Gel Permeation Chromatography of
Water Soluble Polymers. T. Bubi·
moto, Y. Kato, H. SuaId, M­
Aiura.

10:00-92. The Analysis of Epoxy
Resin Formations. J. E. TwicheU,
J. Q. Walker.

IO:2O-lntormission.
10'.30-93. HPLC Determination of

Acrylamide Monomer in Polyacryl­
amide and in Environmental Sam·
pies. N. E. Skelly, E. R. HUMer.

10'.50-94. Optimization ofTemary
Solvent Systems for HPLC. B. R.
Belinky.

11:10-95. Applications of the Ion Ex­
change Membrane Detector for Liq·
uid Chromatograpby. J. G. Dorsey,
T. W.GilberL

11:30-96. A Capillary Gas Chromato­
graphic Inlet for the Analysis of
Trace Concentration of Com­
pounds_ S. M. Sonchik, J. Q.
Walker.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON
SECTION A

Miami Beach Convention Center
General
N. E. Skelly, Presiding

2:00-97. Use of Polymer Supported
Functional Groups for the Selective
Concentration of Specific Inorganic
Species from Complex Fluids. S.
Siggia, M. ColeUa, D. Gibian.

2:20-98. Investigations into the
Mechanisms of Separation of Sol·
vent Refined Coal on Bin-Beads by
Way of Model CompoUllds. D. W.
Hausler, J. HeUgeth, L. T. Tay·
lor.

2:40-99. Evaluation of Metbods for
Determination of Sulfide in Coal
Gasification Wastewater_ J. K.
Olson, H. H. ScboberL

3:00-100. Direct Head Gas Analysis
for Isolation of Volatile Trace Or­
ganics in Aqueous Environmental
Samples. S. L. Friant, I. H. Suffet.

3:30-Intermission.
3:~0-101.Continuous Monitoring of

Total Hardness at the Part per Bil­
lion Level. F. R. Whiteley, M. J.
Gaertner.

4:00-102. Reversed Phase HPLC
Separations in the Presence of
Metal Chelate Additives. B. L.
Karger, W. S. Wong, R. L. Viaval­
tene, J. N. LePage, G. Davi....
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News

4:20-103. Determination of Acid
Content of Bitumen by Catalytic
Thermometric Titrimetry. A. Nad­
jafi, E. J. Greenhow.

Division of Environmental
Chemistry
H. E. Allen, Chairman
R. L. Jolley, Secre/aT)'

MONDAY MORNING
SECnON E

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Trace Analy81s 01
Nitrogen, Sulfur, and Halogen
Compounds In the Almosphere
W. M. Cooke, Presiding

9:00-lntroduction. W. M. Cooke.
9:10-28. A View of the Importance of

Measurements of Atmospheric Sul­
fur Compounds. J. P. Friend.

9:40-29. Spurious Sulfate Formation
on Collected Ambient Aerosol Sam­
ples. B. W. Loo, R. C. Gatti, A. J.
Ramponi, R. K. Stevens, K. E.
Noll, H. E. Allen.

10:05-30. A Comparison of Sulfuric
Acid Measurement Methods. L. W.
Richards, K. R. Johnson, L. S.
Shepard.

lo-.30-Break.
10:45-31. Sulfate in Diesel Exhaust.

W. R. Pierson, D. E. McKee.
11:10-32. Aerosol Sulfur in the East­

ern United States_ J. W. Winch....
ter.

11:3ll-33. Characterization of the
Miami Aerosol K. A. Hardy, R.
Patterson.

MONDAY AFTERNOON
SECTION E

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Trace Analysis 01
Nitrogen, Sulfur, and Halogen
Compounds In the Atmosphere
R. K. Stevens, Presiding

2~2.Analysis of Sulfur-Contain­
ing Air Samples Collected at Cedar
Island, N.C. R. S. Braman, J. M.
AmmODL

2:25-63. Trace Analysis of Sulfur
Gaaea Using Solid Adsorbent Pre­
concentration and Gas Chromatog­
raphy. M. S. Black.

2:4~.Direct Measurements of
Emission Rates of Some Atmo­
spheric Biogenic Sulfur Com·
pounds. V. P. Aneja, J. H. Over­
ton, Jr~ L. T. Cupitt, J. L. Dur­
ham, W. E. Wilaon.

3:OI>-Break.
3:20-66. :USf32S Studies of Biogenic

Sulfur Emissions at Wallops Is., Va.
D. R. Hitchcock, M. S. Black.

3:45-1i6. On the Nature of Diurnal
Variation of Sulfates at Rural Sites
in the Eastern United States. G. T.
Wolrf, P. R. Monson, M. A. Fer­
man.

4:10-1i7. A Study of the Emissions of
SO" H,sO" and Sulfate from a
Coal-Fired Boiler Incorporating a'·
Wet-Limestone Scrubber. J. B.
Homolya, J. L. Cheney.

TUESDAY MORNING
SECTION E

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Trace Analysis of
Nitrogen, Sulfur, and Halogen
Compounds In the Atmosphere
W. M. Cooke, Presiding

9:00-97. Measurement of Atmo-
spheric Nitrogen Compounds.
Chester W. Spicer.

9:25-98. Comparison of Nitrates Col­
lected by Hi-Vol and Dichotomous
Samplers. R. K. Stevens, T. G.
Dzuhay, D. T. Mage, R. Burton,
G. Russwurm, D. Rickel.

9:45-99. A Laboratory Feasibility
Study to Determine and Develop a
Sampling and Analytical Technique
for Measuring Nitric Acid Vapors at
Atmospheric Concentrations. R. J.
Hare, M. T. Wininger, W. D. Ross,
J. Tesch, R. E. Sievers.

10:05-100. Measurement of Nitro­
gen-Containing Trace Gases in the
Troposphere by In-situ Long-Path
Infrared Absorption Spectroscopy.
P. L. Hanst, E. C. Tuazon, A. M.
Winer, R. A. Graham, J. N. Pitts,
Jr.

10:25-Break.
10:40-101. Nitrite in Airborne Par·

ticulates. L. D. Hansen, B. E.
Richter, D. J. Eatough.

11:00-102. Determination of Volatile
Nitrosamine in Air. P. J. Jimenez,
F. M. Perry, Jr., E. W. Day, Jr.

11:20-103. Sampling and Analysis for
Acrylonitrile in Ambient Air. J.
Going, P. Kuykendall, J. Onstot,
K. Thomas, S. Long.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON
SECTION E

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Trace Analysis of
Nitrogen, Sulfur, and Halogen
Compounds In the Atmosphere
P. L. Hanst, Presiding

2:00-131. Global Budgets and Distri·
butions of Selected Halocarbons,
Hydrocarbons, N,O, and SFs. H. B.
Singh.

2:21>-132. Tropoepheric and Lower

Stratospheric Profiles of Halocar·
bons and Related Chemical Species.
D. R. Cronn, D. E. Hamh, E.
Robinson.

2:50-133. Total Stratospheric Ele­
mental Chlorine Content-Initial
Results. W. W. Berg, S. N. Gitlin,
F. E. Grahek.

3:15-Corree Break. .;
3:30-134. Boundary Layer Hydroxyl

Measurements by a "C Tracer
Technique. J. C. Sheppard, M. J.
CampbelI, B. Au. .

3:50-135. A Program feir Determining
the Atmospheric Lifetime of Fluo­
rocarbons. D. M. Cunnold, F. N.
Alyea, R. G. Prinn.

4:15-136. Global Measurements of
Trace Halocarbons in the Atmo­
sphere. R. A. Rasmussen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING
SECTION E

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Trace Analysis of
Nllrogen, Sullur, and Halogen
Compounds In the Atmoshpere
P. L. Hanst, Presiding
9:Q,O-160. An Approach to Accurate

·Determinations of Ambient Halo­
carbons by Electron Capture Detec­
tion. P. G. Simmonds, J. E. Love­
lock.

9:25-161. Atmospheric Photodisso­
dation of HOCI. M. J. Molina, L.
T.Molina.

9:50-162. Atmospheric Chemistry of
HOCI. P. L. Hanst, J. W. Spence,
E.O.Edney.

10:15-Break.
10:30-163. The Interaction of Odd

Hydrogen and Odd Chlorine Photo·
chemistry and Their Roles in the
Catalytic Destruction of Strato­
spheric Ozone. J. Fishman, P. J.
Crutzen.

10:55-164. Reactions of Importance
to Stratospheric Chlorine Chemis­
try. J. P. Jesson, L. C. Glasgow, C.
Miller, D. L. Filkin.

Division of Petroleum
Chemistry, Inc.
B. J. Dropesky, Chairman
R. C. Hahn, Secretary

TUESDAY MORNING
SECTION C

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Analytical
Chemistry of Pelroleum In Ihe
MarlnelAquallc Environment
E. W. Novotny, Presiding

9:00-1ntroductory Remarks. E. W.
Novotny.

"ZA • ANAlYTICAl CHEMISTRY, VOL. SO, NO.9. AUGUST 1978



A Jarrell-Ash Plasma
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[That'll make a dent in your workload!]
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Today's metal workloads are bigger than
ever. That's why you owe it to yourself to
investigate what Plasma AtomComp'·
can do for you.

This distinguished family of plasma
emission spectrometers provides all the
sensitivity of atomic absorption and
atomic emission instruments. But with
far greater capability. Up to 48 elements
simultaneously, in up to 60 samples. in
as little as 60 minutes.

That's almost 10 times greater capa·
bility than even the most advanced
AA workhorses.

Plus - Plasma AtomComp provides
remarkable range - automatic analysis
over a dynamic concentration range of

100,000 without having to change a
single parameter! Outstanding conveni·
ence - it is computer controlled. And
versatile printout - % or ppm or ppb or
any other units you desire.

Whatever your field - water, waste-

water, air. soils, loods, leeds, petroleum.
biologicals - il a high-throughput
workload is your problem, JarreR-Ash Is
your answer. JarreD-Ash plasma spec­
trometry. The truly multl-element
approach. Send lor literature today.



News

9i05--32. An Overview of the Biogeo­
chemistry of Fossil Fuel Hydrocar­
bollll in Marine/Aquatic Environ­
ments. J. W. Farrington.

9:56-33_ Recent Advances in the De·
termination of Petroleum Hydro­
carbons in Zooplankton and Macro­
fauna. J. S. Warner, R. M. Riggin,
A. P. Graffeo.

10:20-34. Advances in High Resolu­
tion Glass Capillary Gas Chroma­
tography. S. P. Cram, F. J. Yang.

10:50-35. Methods of Analysis for
Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocar­
bons in Environmental Samples. R_
J. Pancirov, T. D. Searl, R. A.
BroWD.

11:20-36. Analytical Chemistry of
Petroleum-An Overview of Prac­
tices in Petroleum Industry Labora­
tories with Emphasis on Biodeg­
radation. L. Petrakis, D. M. Jew­
ell, W. F. BenWia.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Analytical
Chemistry of Petroleum In the
Marine/Aquatic Environment
F. Weiss, Presiding

2:OO-Introductory Remarks. F.
Weiss.

2.'05--37. The Solubility Behavior of
Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocar­
bons in Aqueous Systems. W. E.
May, S. P. W...ik.

2:35-38. The Multiple Gas-Phase
Equilibration Method and Its Ap­
plication to Environmental Studies.
C. D. MeAuliffe.

3:05-39. Comparison of Extraction
Methods for Hydrocarbons in Ma­
rine Sediment. D. W. Brown, L. S.
Ramos, M. Y. Uyeda, W. D.
MacLeod,Jr.

3:35-40. The Role of Nonhydrocar­
bons in the Analysis of Virgin and
Biodegraded Petroleum. D. M.
Jewell.

4:05-41. Application of Trace Ana­
lytical Techniques to a Study of Hy­
drocarbon Composition upon Dis­
penion of Petroleum in a Flowing
Seawater System. R. M. Bean, J.
W. Blaylock, R. G. Riley.

4:35-42. Determination of Aromatic
and PAH Content of Oily Waten. I.
Lysyj, E. C. Ruuell.

WEDNESDAY MORNING
SECTION A

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Anelytlcal
Cheml8lry 01 Petroleum In the
MarlnelAquaUc Environment
L. Petrakis, Pre.iding

9:Oo-Introductory Remarks. L. Pe­
trakis.

9:05-43. Oil Spill Identification and
Remote Sensing. A. P. Bentz.

9:56-44. Hydrocarbons in the Sedi­
ments of the Bermuda Region: La­
goonal to Abyssal Depths. J. N.
Butler, T. D. Sleeter.

10:20-45. Polycyclic Aromatic Hy- .
drocarbons in Marine/Aquatic Sedi­
ments. R. A. Hites, R. E. Laf­
lamme, J. G. Windsor, Jr.

10:50-46. Distribution of Aromatic
Hydrocarbons from Selected Atlan­
tic, Gulf of Mexico, and Pacific OCS
Areas. E. B. Overton, J. L. Laset­
er.

11:20-47. A Comparison of Methods
for the Analysis of Hydrocarbons in
Marine Sediments. J. L. Lake, C.
W. Dimock, C. B. Norwood..

Division of History
of Chemistry (Prime Division)
N. D. Heindel, Chairman
R. M. Hawthorne, Secretary­
Treasurer

WEDNESDAY MORNING

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on A Century of
Chemistry at the U.S. Geotogicat
Survey, I. May, Chairman
I. May, Presiding

9:OO-lntroductory Remarks.
9:16-15. History of X-ray Fluores-

cence Analysis and the Present
State-of-the-Art at the U.S. Geolog­
ical Survey. H. J. Rose, Jr.

9:36-16. An Automated Glass Fusion
Technique for the Determination of
Total Volatile Content of Rocks. V.
G. Mossotti, B. S. King.

9:56-17. A Fully-Focusing X-ray
Spectrometer with Applications to
Geochemical Analysis. J. R. Lind·
say, R. R. Larson, H. J. Rose, Jr.,
R. W. Werre.

10:10-lntermission.
10:30-18. William Francis Hille­

brand, the Survey's Fint Chemist.
I. May.

10:56-19. Determination of Plati­
num, Palladium, and Rhodium in
Geologic Materials by Fire Assay
and Atomic Absorption Spectrosco­
py Using Electrothermal Atomiza­
tion. F. O. Simon, P. J. Aruscav­
age, R. Moore.

II:IO-Organic Geochemistry-A
U.S. Geological Survey Tradition. I.
A. Breger. -

11:36-21. Nuclear Methods in Geo­
chemistry. J. J. Rowe.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on A Century of
Chemistry at the U.S. Geological
Survey, I. May, Chairman
J. J. Rowe, Presiding

2:00-22. Isotopic Chemistry at the
U.S. Geological Survey. B. R. Doe.

2:20-23. The U.S.G.S. Effort in the
Application of Stable Isotopes to
Geochemistry. 1. Friedman.

2:46-24. Frank Wigglesworth Clarke,
1847-1931. M. Fleischer.

3:00-Intermission.
3:20-25. A Brief History of Analyti­

cal Atomic Emission Spectroscopy
in the Washington Laboratory of
the U.S. Geological Survey. 0, W.
Golightly, C. S. Annell.

3:40-26. Improved Detection Limits
for Selected Elements of Geochemi­
cal Significance by Emission Spec­
trography. J. L. Seeley, C. Hero­
poulos, P. J. Lamothe, R. E.
Mays.

4:00-27. A Background Correction
System for the Analysis of Geo­
chemical Samples Using an Induc­
tively Coupled Plasma. P. J. La­
mothe, J. L. Seeley.

4:20-28. Simultaneous Determina­
tion of Major, Minor, and Trace El­
ements in Geochemical Materials by
Direct-Reading Emission Spectrom­
etry. J. L. Seeley, P. J. Lamothe.

THURSDAY MORNING

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on A Century of
Chemistry at the U.S. Geological
Survey, I. May, Chairman
R. J. Pickering, Presiding

9:00-29. History of Change, Water­
Quality Activities of the U.S. Geo­
logical Survey. W. H. Durum.

9:20-30. Centralization and Automa­
tion of Water Analyses in the Water
Resources Division of the U.S. Geo­
logical Survey. W. A. Beetem, R. L.
MeAvoy.

9:40-31. The Use of Standard Refer­
ence Water Samples by the U.S.
Geological Survey. L. J. Schroder,
M. J. Fishman, L. C. Friedman, G.
Darlington.

10:OO-lntermission.
10:26-32. Programs to Assure the

Quality of Water-Quality Data by
the U.S. Geological Survey. L. C,
Friedman.

10:40-33. Recent Trends in the Use
of Simultaneous Multielement
Techniques for the Analysis of Nat­
ural Water Samples: Part I, Plasma
Emission Methods. H, E. Taylor,
R. K. Skogerboe,
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11:00-34. Recent Trends in the Use
of Simultaneous Multielement
Techniques for the Analysis of Nat­
ural Water Samples: Part 11, Atomic
Absorption Spectrometry-Anodic
Stripping Voltammetry. R. K. Sko­
gerboe. H. E. Taylor, K. R.
O'Keefe.

11:20-35. Analysis of Natural Waters
Applied to Mineral Exploration. W.
H. Ficklin, W. R. Miller. G. A.
Nowlan.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on A Century of
Chemistry at the U.S. Geological
Survey, I. May, Chairman
B. P. Fabbi, Presiding

2:00-36. W. F. Hillebrand, the Father
of Standard Samples in Geology. F.
J. Flanagan.

2:20-37. Geochemical Studies of U.S.
Coal Resources Related to Coal
Usage and the Environment. F. O.
Simon. P. Zubovic.

2:40-38. Analytical Methodology for
Geochemical Exploration-Pio·
neered by the U.S. Geological Sur­
vey. F. N. Ward.

3:00-39. Selective Extraction of
Trace Metals from Halide Acid So·
lutions Using Aliquat 336 in Methyl
Isobutyl Ketone. J. G. Viets, J. R.
Clark.

3:20-Intermission.
3:40-40. Atomic Absorption Determi­

cation of Cobalt, Nickel, and Cop­
per in Geological Materials. R. F.
Sanzolone, T. T. Chao, G. L.
Crenshaw.

4:00-41. Determination of Uranium
and Thorium after Complete Sam­
ple Decomposition and Anion·Ex·
change Separation. D. M. Hopkins.

4:20-42. Induction-Coupled Plasma
Multi-Element Analysis of Geologic
Materials Using a Selective Extrac­
tion Technique. J. M. Motooka, E.
L. Mosier. S. J. Sutley, J. G.
Viets.

Division of Chemical
Education, Inc.
H. A. Bent, Choirmon
J. A. Bell, Secretory

THURSDAY MORNING

Miami Beach Convention Center
Symposium on Chemical
Oceanography In the Academic
Curriculum
T. C. Loder, Presiding

9:00-lntroductory Remarks.

9:05-32. Tll8ching Chemical Ocean·
ography? One Approach that
Works! T. C. Loder.

9:20-33. Chemistry Ba.ckgrounds and
Quality of Incoming Oceanography
Graduate Students. I. W. DuedalL

9:40-34. Enriching the Chemistry
Curriculum with Recent Advances
in Chemical Oceanography. R. W.
Zuehlke.

10:00-35. Teaching Chemical Ocean­
ography with a Biological Bias. J.
H.Sharp.

10'.20-36. MSC 521-A Core Course
in Chemical Oceanography at the
University of South Florida. K. A.
Fanning, P. R. Betzer.

10:40-37. The Undergraduate Ma­
rine Chemistry Laboratory Program
at the College ofCbarleston. W. F.
Kinard.

11:00-38. Guidelines for Future in­
struction in Chemical Oceanogra­
phy. R. W. Beier.

11:20-39. The Teaching of Marine
Chemistry to Undergraduate Stu­
dents-A Viewpoint from the Unit­
ed Kingdom. P. S. Liss.

11:40-40. Glohal Chemical Models
and Oceanography. W. W. Hay.

Division of Nuclear Chemistry
and Technology
B. J. Dropesky, Chairman
R. L. Hahn, Secretory

THURSDAY MORNING

Doral Beach
Symposium on High Speed end
High Efficiency Radiochemical
separations Joint with Division of
Analytical Chemistry
E. P. Horwitz, Organizer, Presiding

9:OO-Introductory Remarks.
9:05-63. Rapid Radiochemical Sepa-

ration Procedures for Studies on
Short-Lived Nuclides. N. Traut­
mann.

9:45-Discussion.
9:50-64. Rapid Automated Nuclear

Chemistry. R. A. Meyer, E. A.
Henry, O. G. Lien, H. G. Hicks, S.
G. Prussin, P. C. Stevenson.

10:15-Discussion.
10:2O-Intermission.
10:30-65. A Rapid Separation Sys­

tem for Short·Lived Actinides and
Transactinides. E. K. Hulet, R. W.
Lougheed, J. M. Nitsebke.

IO:55-Discussion.
11:00-66. The Rapid Separation of

the Lanthanides on High·Efficiency
Bonded-Phase Ion Exchangers. R.
M. C....ldy. S. EIchuk.

11:25-Discuaaion.

News

THURSDAY AFTERNOON
llECTION A

DoralBeach
Symposlu'n on High $pHd and
High EIfIclenc:y RIlClIocMmIcaI
Separations
E. P. Horwitz, Presiding

2:00--'7. SISAK-A Technique for
Fast On-Line Radiochemical Sepa·
rations. J. Rydberc, G. SbarDe­
mark.

2:40-Discussion.
2:45--'8. Facility for Short HaIf·Life

Fission Product Studies Uling a
252Cf Source. R. J. Gehrke, R. C.
Greenwood, R. A. ADder!, V. J.
Novick, J. D. Baker. .

3:IO-Discussion.
3:I5-Intermission.
3:20-69. A Rapid Rare Earth Separa·

tion System. J. D. Baker, D. B.
Meikrantz, R. J. Gehrke, R. C.
Greenwood.

3:45-Discuaaion.
3:50-70. Laboratory Centrifugal Con·

tactor for Rapid Liquid·Liquid Ex·
traction. R. A. Leonarcl, G. J.
Bernstein, A. A. Ziegler, R. B.
Pelto, M. J. Steindler.

4:I5-Discuaaion.
4:20-71. Separation of Actinides by

High Pressure Liquid Chromatogra­
phy and Determination of Their
Production Cross Sections in the
Reactions of '36X. + 238tJ and 238tJ
+ 238U. M. Schadel, W. BrUehl..
H. Giggler, .I.-V. Kratz, G. Herr­
man, N. Trautmann.

4:45-Discussion.

J. J. Kirkland

Du Pont Scientist
Receives Tswett Medal

J. J. Kirkland of Du Pont Co. re­
ceived the commemorative Tawett
Medal for his outstanding contribu­
tions in the field of liquid chromatOc­
raphy in ceremonies markinc the 75th
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News

anniversary of the chromatographic
sciences in Tallinn, Estonia, Soviet
Union. The medal was presented to
Dr. Kirkland by the Soviet Union Sci­
entific Council for Chromatography at
a symposium dedicated to the discov­
ery of chromatography by the Russian
botanist, M. S. Tswell, in 1903. Dr.
Kirkland addressed the symposium on
re<:ent developments in the field of
size-exclusion liquid chromatography.

Dr. Kirkland's research in liquid
chromatography was significant in the
development of a line of Du Pont's liq­
uid chromatography systems that are
now widely used in both academic and
industrial research. He has published
more than 50 articles and has written
two books on liquid chromatography.
He serves on sev~ral editorial advisory
boards for journals and is also a cur­
rent member of the advisory board of
ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY. Other
major awards earned by Dr. Kirkland
include the 1972 American Cbemical
Society Chromatography Award; the
1973 ACS Delaware Section Award;
and the 1974 Chromatography Forum,
Steven Dal Nogare Award in Chroma­
tography.

Andre O'Arcangeio
Joins AC Staff

Andre D'Arcangelo joined the edito­
rial staff of ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY
as an editorial assistant in June. Mr.
D'Arcangelo received a BA degree in
biocbemistry from the Catholic Uni-

....

Andre D'Arcangelo

versity of America in Wasbington,
D.C., in February 1978. Before joining
the editorial staff, he worked briefly in
tbe research labs at the National Can­
cer Institute. In addition to his re­
sponsibilities in the editorial review
process, Mr. D'Arcangelo is NEW
PRODUCTS editor.

Correction

The price of the nuclear magnetic
resonance spectrometer purchased by
the University of Missouri-St. Louis
and Washington University under 0

joint NSF grant was 5155 000. The
price was incorrectly quoted on page
752 A of the July issue. .

Call for Papers

XXI Colloquium Spectroscopicum
Internationale-8th Internation­
al Conference on Atomic Spec­
troscopy

Cambridge, England. July 1-6, i979.
The conference is cosponsored by the
Royal Society, the International
Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry,
the Chemical Society, and the Insti­
tute of Physics and is organized by the
Association of British Spectroscopists.
Papers encompassing all branches of
spectroscopy with particular emphasis
on analytical chemistry are invited.
Prospective authors should submit ab­
stracts of no more than 50 words by
September 4, 1978, to Association of
British Spectroscopists, P.O. Box 109,
Cambridge, CBl 2HY, United King­
dom. Authors of accepted papers will
receive special abstract forms on
which to submit a 300-word extended
abstract in English, French, or Ger­
man for publication in the Official
Conference Book of Abstracts.

Meetings

The following meetings ore newly
scheduled in ANALYTICAL CHEMIS­
TRY. The 1978 meetings listed earlier
oppeor in the July issue

• 4th European Electro-optics
Conference and Exhibition. Oct.
10-13. Jaarbeurs Congress Hall,
Utrecht, The Netherlands. Orga­
nized by Sira Institute on Behalf of
the European Electro-Optics Assn.
Contoct: R. Keiller, Sira Institute
Ltd., South Hill, Chislehurst, Kent
BR75EH,UK

• 3rd Annual Analytical Chemistry
Symposium of the Baton Rouge
Analytical Instrument Discus­
sion Group. Oct. 12-13. Baton
Rouge Riverside Centroplex. Can·
tact: Marty Fontenot; BRAIDG
Symposium Registration Chair­
man, Ciba Geigy Corp., P.O. Box
ll, St. Gabriel, La. 70776

• 25th National Vacuum Sympo­
sium of American Vacuum Soci­
ety. Nov. 28-Dec. 1. San Francisco.
Contact: E. N. Sickafus, Program
Chairman, Ford Motor Co., Scien·
tific Research Laboratory, Room
2859, Dearborn, Mich. 48121. 313·
323-1502

• 3rd Annual Toxic Substances
Control Conference. Dec. 4-6.
Washington, D.C. Contact: Govern·
ment Institutes, Inc., 4733 Bethes·
da Ave.. N. w., Washington, D.C.
20014.301·656·1090

• Symposium on Pulsed Nuclear
Magnetic Resonance in Solids.
Dec. 18-19. Queen Elizabeth Col­
lege, U. of London. Contact: J. A. S.
Smith, Dept. of Chemistry, Queen
Elizabeth College, Campden Hill
Rd., London, W8, UK

Short Courses

ACS Courses. For more information,
contact: Department of Educational
Activities, American Chemical Soci­
ety, }155 Sixteenth St .. N. W., Wash­
ington, D.C. 20036. 202-872-4508

Toxicology for Chemists
Washington, D.C. Aug. 21-23. Freder­
ick Sperling. 5430, ACS members;
5500, nonmembers

Capillary Gas Chromatography
Miami Beach, Sept. 9-10; San Fran­
cisco, Dec. 1-2. Stuart Cram and
Milos Novotny. S250, ACS members;
S300, nonmembers

High-Pressure Liquid Chromatog-
raphy Workshop

Miami Beach, Sept. 9-10; Houston,
Oct. 4-5; Atlanta, Oct. 26-27. David
Freeman. S250, ACS members; 5300,
nonmembers

Statistics for Experimental Design
Miami Beach, Sept. 9-10; Houston,
Oct. 4-5; Boston, Nov. 3-4. John
Hromi. $200, ACS members; $240,
nonmembers

Effective Writing for Scientists
and Engineers

Miami Beach. Sept. 13-15. Henrietta
Tichy and Sylvia Fourdrinier. 5230,
ACS members; S28O, nonmembers

Laboratory Safety: Recognition
and Management of Hazards

Miami Beach. Sept, 13-15. Norman V.
Steere and Maurice Golden. $280,
ACS members; $330, nonmembers
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Designed with the operator in
mind, the ChemResearch Series 2000
has many conveniences to make high
performance liquid chromatography
easy. LED readouts monitor 15
operating parameters. Valve and
column plumbing are mounted on the
oven door, providing easy access for
column or sample loop changes. A
precisely reproducible injection mark
is made automatically every time the
valve is operated. Pressure and
temperature limit controls with
alarms protect the instrument and
operator. And a valve protects
against air locks during solvent
changes.

Modular construction makes it
easy to adapt the Series 2000 to your
HPLC needs. You can choose from
two high-sensitivity detectors, giving
you the option of multi-wavelength or

variable UV {visible absorbance. You
can choose an isocratic version and
later add a single gradient module
that's programmable for concave,
convex, or linear gradients for both
solvent and flow. Easy choices that
give you the versatility you need for
practically any separation.

Solvent delivery is monitored by an
advanced feedback control which
produces an exceptionally smooth
flow by compensating for valve

Chem(!esearch
CIRCLE 107 ON READER 5ERVICE CARD

action, system compressibility, and
other irregularities. In fact, the single
piston ChemResearch pump delivers
solvent as smoothly as most dual
piston pumps.

The solvent, injection valve, and
column are maintained at the same
temperature in the forced-air oven to
provide better reproducibility and to
prevent precipitation of samples
which require heat to remain in
solution. Temperatures are precisely
controlled within ± 1·C throughout
the oven chamber, which accomo­
dates two 25 or 50 em columns.

Make your H PLC easier-send for
ChemResearch literature today. Or
dial direct. toll free (800) 228-4250
(continental U.S.A. except
Nebraska). Instrumentation
Specialties Company, P.O. Box 5347,
Lincoln, Nebraska 68505.
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BUILD YOUR
IDEAL LC SYSTEM

PERKIN-ELMER

News

Thermal Methods of Analysis
Miami Beach. Sept. 14-15. Wesley W.
Wendlandt and lIya M. Sarasohn.
$200, ACS members; $240, nonmem­
bers

Thin-Layer Chromatography
Miami Beach, Sept. 14-15; Boston,
Nov. 2-3. Victor W. Rodwell and Don­
ald J. McNamara. $200, ACS mem­
bers; $240, nonmembers

You get the best combination 01
performance and economy when
you design your liquid chromatog­
raphy system to do precisely
the work you have for it. Perkin­
Elmer's variety 01 modular instru­
ments and accessories gives you
the range 01 choices you need
to tailor the system to your
objectives.

Start with either 01 our two basic
instrument systems. SERIES 2
oNers models with either one or
two reciprocating pumps. The
SERIES 3 has dual reciprocating
pumps with the versatility 01 micro­
processor control.

You can, lor instance. build on
them with a lull selection 01 Perkin­
Elmer accessories: detectors that
include tixed UV, variable UV and
scanning accessory. retractive
index and Iluorescence; a com­
plete line of HPLC columns; a free-

Microprocessors & Minicomput·
crs-Interfacing and Applica­
tions

Blacksburg, Va. Sept. 16-21. Ray­
mond Dessy and the Chemistry Dept.
Instrument and Design Group from
VPI&SU. 5455, ACS members; 5515,
nonmembers

Gas Chromatography-Mass Spec­
trometry

Houston, Oct. 4-5; San Francisco,

standing column oven. or a detec­
tor loven combining a column
oven and UV /VIS spectrophoto­
meter; and, an auto sampler that
controls up to 84 consecutive In­

jeclions. Many configurations in­
clude unattended methods
development capability.

And jusllhis year. the list has
grown by hall a dozen items. Many
of these acceSSOries, like the
remarkable new SERIES 1 pump
wilh Ihe add-on pumping module.
for example. will work with any
other LC system you have. But a
syslem that is completely Perkin­
Elmer obviously is the surest route
to Simple. elflcient operation.

Our specialists will help you get
started. Contact your Perkin-Elmer
representative for details, or write
Perkin-Elmer Corporation. M.S. 12
Main Ave.. Norwalk. CT 06856.
Telephone (203) 762-4537.

Nov. 29-30. J. Throck Watson and O.
David Sparkman. 5200, ACS mem­
bers; 5240, nonmembers

Maintaining and Troubleshooting
Chromatographic Systems Work­
shop

Houston, Oct. 6-7; Atlanta, Oct. 21­
22. John Q. Walker, Minor T. Jackson,
Jr., and M.P.T. Bradley. 5230, ACS
members; $280, nonmembp.rs

Solving Problems with Modern
Liquid Chromatography

Boston. Oct. 28-29. J. J. Kirkland and
Lioyd R. Snyder. 5230, ACS members;
5280, nonmembers

Gas Cbromatography
Boston. Nov. 2-3. Roy A. Keller and
Michael F. Burke. 5200, ACS mem­
bers; $240, nonmembers

Interpretation of Mass Spectra
Boston, Nov. 3-4; San Francisco, Nov.
29-Dec. 1. Don C. DeJongh. $200,
ACS members; $240, nonmembers

Microprocessors & Miniconlput­
crs-Interfacing and Applica­
tions

Blacksburg, Va. Dec. 10-15. Raymond
Dessy and the Chemistry Dept. in­
strument and Design Group from
VPI&SU. 5455, ACS members; 5515,
nonmembers

Liquid Chromatography, Theory &
Practice

Blacksburg, Va. Dec. 11-14. Herold
McNair. 5450, ACS members; 5510,
nonmembers

Aerosol Measurement
U. of Minnesota. Aug. 16-18. $300.
Contoct: Joe Kroll, Dept. of Confer­
ences, 211 Nolte Center, 315 Pillsbury
Drive, S.E., U. of Minnesota, Minne­
apolis, Minn. 612-373-3685

Process Chromatography (GC and
LC)

Baton Rouge Riverside Centroplex.
Oct. 9-12. $250. Conlac/" Patricia
McDowell, Baton Rouge Analytical
Instrument Discussion Croup, P.O.
Box 14233, Baton Rouge, La. 70808.
504-766-5580

Advanced Atomic Absorption Spec-
troscopy

Baton Rouge Riverside Centroplex.
Oct. 9-12. 5200. Contacl: Patricia
McDowell, Baton Rouge Analytical
Instrument Discussion Group, P.O.
Box 14233, Baton Rouge, La. 70808.
504-766-5580
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this:

The lCl MS accepts
as much as 1 2 to
2.0 «/mln of
volatIle non-polar
solvents such as
heAane or methylene
chloride Water
solutions are
handled In amounts
of 0_1 to 0.3 (c/mln.

The lei MS Interface
can be Installe<!ln
the fIeld on an~' fin­
nigan GO MS With
differential pumping.
or can be ordered
wUh a new Finnigan
system.

Continuous belt
Interface IS the
me<hani'im for maln­
:alnlng high yields
WIth bett Interlock.
features for utmost

THE INTERFACE THAT PUTS LC WHERE GC/ MS IS TODAY!
This first commercial LC/ MS Interface now makes
possible mass spectral analysis of materials difficult or hJl
impossible to analyze with a GC/ MS system-and also
provides a se.nsi~ive (nanogram level) universal L- _...
detector for liqUid chromatography. • if sample quantlt,",

exceed usual hmlts.
spilt option proVIdes
an effective zero
dead volume transfer
of the allowable
quantity cf solutIOn.

Flash vapoflzer heats
samples for such a
short time that va­
porization is attained
without decomposi-

~~,."''':
:t-~
f-~__ r.'''h"- _e' .
'"f -"IIi 11 ,.

..---11

Clean-up heater
removes any residual
sample to pre\lent
any interference
peak in the next
be~ cycle.

ftnnig~J~ru~Q!S
845 W. Maude
Sunnyvale. California 94086
(408) 732·0940
Telex: 346399

CIRCLE 75 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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News

Molecular Absorption Spectroac:o-
py (1ft, UV, Fluorescence)

Baton Rouge Rivenide Centroplex.
Oct. 9-12. $200. Contact: Patricia
McDowell, Baton Rouge Analytical
Instrument Discussion Group, P.O.
Box 14233, Baton Rouge, La. 70808.
504-766-5580

BasIc Organic Mus Spectral Inter­
pretation and GC/MS

Airport Holiday Inn, Newark, N,J.
Oct. 23-27. D. De Jongh and G. Ouchi.

$400. Contact: Ann Woolley, Finnigan
Institute, 11750 Chesterdale Rd.,
Bldg. # 5, Cincinnati, Ohio 45246.
513-772-5500

For Your Information

The American Nuclear Society (ANS)
announces the availability of the
"KWIC Index of Nuclear IaBtru­
mentation and Analysis in the
Physical Sciences Retearch In
Progreu-1977", an original rompi·

lationof prepublication researchinfor­
mation. The index identifies nearly
550 current research projecta in prog­
ress in the following arese of nuclear
inetrumentation: inetrumented sys·
tems with small BOurCes, radiation de·
tecton, radiation dOBimetry, iBotope
tracer and analysiB techniques, and ra·
diation proceosing. Each project title
is IiBted under all Bignificant key'
wordB, which are alphabetically ar·
ranged down the center of eaoh page
with Burrounding context. Copies are
available at $20 (56 pages) each from
ANS, 555 N. Keneington Ave., La
Grange Park, 111. 60525.

Purified to the exacting requirements of
gas chromatography, liquid chromatography
and spectrophotometric analysis.

Residue-Free Solvents
from Burdick & Jackson

The symbol of excellence since 1959

11"1\\~
Distilled in Glass· :~;':"j\ .,'

~.Ft·'"I'~)

"Compendium of Analytical No­
menclature" compiles analytical no­
menclature and symbols approved by
the Cuuncil of the International Union
of Pure and Applied Chemistry. The
compendium is availahle from Perga­
mon Preos, Fairview Park, Elmsford,
N.Y. 10523, at $25 a copy for hard·
bound and $15 for paperbound.

The Hazardous Chemical Safety
School, developed by the J. T. Baker
Chemical Co., will be held throughout
the country on a regional bBSis
through September 1978. The two-day
seminar/workshop coven the funda­
mentals of hazardous chemical safety.
The principal areas are flammable sol·
vents, corrosive chemicals, toxic chern·
icals, insidious hazards related to
chemicals, compressed gases, and
cryogenic chemicals. A set of 40 slides
with a script is provided with the
manual for use hy the participants in
their in-house safety training pro·
grams. Attendance is limited to 50,
and the tuition is $245. For further in·
formation on schedules, contact: Patty
Morton, Safety Training, J. T. Baker
Chemical Co., Phillipsburg, N.J. 08865
(201-454-2500).

Esterline Angus Instrument Corp.,
a subsidiary of Esterline Corp., an­
nounces the formation of Esterline
Process Control Systems Division.
The new division will be responeible
for the sal.. of high technology prod­
ucta and systems for monitoring and
control in the process industries. The
product line includes process analyz·
ers, transmitters and transducers,
electronic analog and digital data pro­
Ce&80n and controllen, and integrated
monitoring and controlayBtems. For
additional information, contact: Est·
erllae Proceos Control Systems, Divi·
sion Esterline Angus Instrument
Corp., Box 24000, Indianapolis, Ind.
46224 (317-244-7611). .

Alk fOt Bulletin BJ·251U.S. Agencies UN F.SS.

Iso-hexanes
Methanol
2-Methoxyethanol
Methylene Chloride
Methyl Ethyl Ketone
Methyl Isoamyl Ketone
Methyl Isobutyl Ketone
N-Methylpyrrolidone
Nonane
Pentane
Petroleum Ether, 30-60·
beta-Phenethylamine
Propanol-'
Propanol-2
Propylene Carbonate
Pyridine
Tetrahydrofuran
Tetramethyl Urea
Toluene
Trichloroethylene
1,1,2-Trichloro-

1,2,2-TrifJuoroethane
2,2,4-Trimethylpentane, 99-100·
o-Xylene

Acetone
Acetonitrile
Benzene
Butanol-1
Butanol-2
n-Butyl Acetate
Butyl Chloride
Carbon Tetrachloride
Chlorobenzene
Chloroform
Cyclohexane
Cyclopentane
o-Dichlorobenzene
Dimethyl Acetamide
Dimethyl Formamide
Dimethyl Sulfoxide
Dioxane
2:Ethoxyethanol
Ethyl Acetate
Ethylene Dichloride
Ethyl Ether
Heptane, 98-99"
Hexadecane
Hexane, 68-69"
'Isobutyl Alcohol

CllClE 25 ON lEADEl SflVICE CAlD
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Gilson manufactures an extensive lin" of qualllyequipmet'!t
and Instrumentation for liquid chromatography. Shown here'
are three of our most popular and well-accepted I,nstruments.
For complete details on these units as well as many other
Items to make your LC work more precise and productive. call.
write. or circle the reader service number below.



Amcrican manufacturcrs of labo­
ratory, diagnostic and health safety
and equipment arc invitcd to par­
ticipate in LABEX INTERNA­
TIONAL 79, scheduled for March
12-16,1979, at the Nati"nal Exhibi·
tion Centrc, Birmingham, England.
The biennial event is sponsored by the
Scientific Manufacturers' Association
of Great Britain and the British Labo·
ratory Ware Association. Further de­
tails on booth space, shipping, cus­
loms, travel, and accommodations can
be obtained from Kallman Associates,
U.S. Represenlative-LABEX, 30 Jour­
nal Square, Jersey City, N.J. 07306
(20\·653·3304).

News

In July, Chemical Abstracts Service
added 2\ new topics to its CA Se­
lects, a biweekly curr£:'nl·nwareness
publication. Some of the new titles
and subscription rates for 26 issues
arc: Analytical Chemistry, 550; Com·
puters in Chemistry, 555; Environ­
mental Pollution, $55; Mussbauer
Spectroscopy, 550; Pollution Monitor­
ing. $50; and Trace Element Analysis.
550. Thirly·six previous titles are still
available. Each biweekly series con·
tains the complete Chemical Abstracts
abstracts and citations for recent pa­
pers, patents, and other publications
in a particular aren. Contents arc sc­
lected by searching CAS's computer­
readable information base with 8 spe­
cial search profile developed for lhe
topic. Additional information and
complimentn.ry issues moy he ob­
tained by writing the Marketing
Dept., Chemical Abstracts Service,
P.O. Box 3012, Columbus. Ohio 43210.

Gas chromatography, liquid chro­
matography, maintaining and trou­
bleshooting chromatographic sys­
tems, laboratory automation, and
clcctroanalytical chemistry are
some of the many short course topics
the ACS Educational Department
is now offering on a uhousc call"
basis. For many years, ACS has con­
dueled short courses in analytical
chemistry and rein ted fields covering a
wide range of topics at levels from in­
troductory to highly technical. Now,
an organization can schedule the same
courses, with the same instructors and
teaching materials, right at or near
their own headquarters at great sav­
ings in time and money. For sched­
uling and pricing information, call or
write: Department of Educational Ac­
tivities, 1155 Sixteenth St., N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20036 (202·872·
4507).

ACTUAl.
Sill

!.I
r
J

INLET

OUTLET

OBALSTON, uoc.
P.Q Box C. 703 MassachJsens Iwe
Lexington. MaSSIChusetls 02173
(817)861.7240. (617)862·7455
Telex. 92·3481

'" .ALSTON CANAOA LTD.
1838~,.,...~.Ontanol"X IKI

Telephone: (416) 272-1516

CIRCLE 24 ON READER SERVICE CARD

New from Balston!
Adisposable filter
so rugged, it resists
almost any chemical;
so good, it can
sterilize air!
Now you can filter virtually any
chemical-concentrated acids.
corrosives. solvents-wrth Balston's
new Microfibre& Dis~osable Filter Unil
conSHucled entirely from glass and
fluorocarbon resins. This new unit
withstands temperatures to 275F.
and can be sterilized by autoc/aving
or with ethylene oxide.
II's ideal for

• filtration of small quantities of
corrosive liquids to as fine as 0.3
micron with minimum hold·up volume

• filtering air and other gases to the sterile
level at pressures to 125 psig

• filtrafion of samples to analyzers
All this at a price of only about S4.50 each!
For more detailed information. use the Reader Service Card.
For a FREE SAMPLE. write on your letterhead, describing
your application. Address Dept. AC·29.

.72 A • ANALYTICAl Ct£MISTRY. VOl. 50. NO.9. AUGUST 1978



SIMULSCAN 200 GC/MS provides simultaneous but separate
CUEI spectra for the same sample. combining the structural and
fingerprint characteristics of EI with the high sensitivity and
simpler molecular ion structure of Ci. In the chemical ionization
mode, the system's negative ion capabilities are of particular
value in the analysis of pesticides.

How in the wortd can four metal rods
help in food production and
environment protection?
To meet the demands of a growing world population. science and
industry have in the recent past assumed major roles in agricul­
tural productivity. Their assistance has led to improved irrigation
methods. more efficient machinery for handling soils and crops,
high yield strains of grain and more effective measures toward
pest control. These developments have helped to produce more
food, but one hangs like a dark threatening cloud - pesticides.

Those that are dense and water insoluble. migrate within the
water system as far as lakes and seas where they quickly settle.
Aquatic Dora and fauna incorporate these chemicals only to be
ingested by progressively higher life forms until finally the food
chain ends at man. Most pesticides show toxic effects at concen­
tration levels so low that a serious analytical problem is posed in
their quantitative determination.

Easily degradable pesticides may be the ultimate answer. But for
the present, research must be concentrated on the removal of
existing compounds from human tissue and the monitoring of
transmittal agents such as water systems, agricultural products
and fish.

What instrumentation can characterize pesticides in plant/animal
tissues and water samples at the required trace levels? Extranu­
clear Laboratories. Inc. offers SIMULSCAN 200 GC/MS which,
with its simultaneous CUEI ionization spectra. is ideally suited for
analysis in biological studies. Shown are the simuhaneous CUEI
spectra from the same GC peak of the pesticide O.O-diethyl 0,
p-nitrophenyl phosphorothionate. Organic analysis at low levels

dA, Extran.lc:k8'Laboratories. Inc.tV p.o.llaaas12/Pin....... --,tvooIIIWI (4lIIJlZ·..
r...: ..Nf....... ,..

Extranuclear Laboramrils wiU /told tMiT IlJlllual FGll
And the four metal rods? They're the heart Schoo/III Mass S/llCI7rnMI7y dllrillg tIN AM ofNOII.6.
of our quadrupole man spectrometers. For ill/omlatioll ,aU IIIId asJc for IZt. 11.

CIRCLE 63 ON lfADU SERVICE CARD
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• Microprocessor Technology

• Large Sample (up to 1gram)

• Integral Diagnostic Program
(lab technician can easily perform service)

• Solid State IR Detection (no standard solutions)

SULFUR IN COAL & COKE
IN 2 MINUTES•..

U/;th the l£CO® SC-32
• Accuracy ±2 percent of Sulfur content

IIpe
CONTACT LECO TODAYI~II",

LECO CORPORATION 3000 Lakeview Ave. 51. Josaph, MI49085, U.S.A. Phon.: (616) 983·5531 LECO
CIRCLE 125 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Irwin H. Sulfet
Department of ChemlslTy
Environmental S1\Jdles Institute
Drexel University
Philadelphia. Pa. 19104

Patrick R. Cairo
Research and Development
PhIladelphia Water Department
Philadelphia. Pa. 19107

In5earch
of the

cause of
Legionnaires'

Disease

The Analytical Approach
Edited by Glaude A. Lucchesi

Figure 1. Schematic diagram of water system 01 convention center hotel

Transmission of disease occurs
through a vector, e.~ .• insect, water,
soil, air, or food. The cause (etiologic
agent) and the veclor of Legionnaires'
disease. which occurred in Philadel­
phia, July 21-24. 1976. were bein~

sought by the Center fur Disease Con·
trol (CDC) (Atlanta. Ga.l and the
Philadelphia Health Department. Yet,
three weeks after the outbreak of the
disease, no agent or \'cclor had been
found. Theories abounded!

Symptoms of Le~ionnaires'disease
closely resembled those of pneumonia.
Thus, to separate victims from back·
ground cases of pneumonia that would
normally develop in 8 city the size of
Philadelphia, CDC selected both clini­
cal and epidemiololo:ic characteristics.
Persons were classified as victims of
the disease if they possessed fever and
chest x-ray evidence of pneumonia or
n temperature J:reoter than 102 OF and
n couJ:h. To further narrow the defini­
tion, they had to have attended the
American Legion Convention or have
visited the convention center hotel be­
tween ,July I and the onset of illness.

Statistical analysis of 182 suspected
cases ultimately revealed that a typi­
cal victim became ill seven days after
arrivin~ in Philadelphia and had a
temperature rise to 102-105 OF. Since
these symptoms could be produced by
numerous types of microorganisms
and toxins, the investigation was
broadened to include all possible envi­
ronmental factors.

A cross-connection survev of the
convention center's water s}'Stem, con­
ducted on August 8, 1976. showed
manv violations. Either the wastewa­
ter o-r the air conditioning system
could have contaminated the hotel
drinking water system. A cross-con­
nection could bring toxic substances
into the water supply or perhaps bring
organic compounds that would react
in a synergistic manner with com­
pounds commonly found in part-per­
billion quantities in drinking water.
Also, possibly, an a~ent from a cross­
connection, such as dichromate (an
antifouling chemical in the air condi­
tioning system), could change a set of
trace organics in some unknown fash-

ion into toxic substances. In addition
to helping victims of Legionnaires'
disease, protection of the people re­
maining in the hotel was also a major
concern. Would there be a subsequent
outbreak? \Vere cross-connections or
toxic compounds involved? The Phila­
delphia Water Department, asked to
investigate the environmental systems
of the hotel, reviewed with health
agencies their findings and learned
that a thorough evaluation of the trace
organics in the hotel drinking water
system had not been undertaken.
Thus, an effort in cooperation with
Drexel University was initiated im­
mediately to study the drinking waler
and the air conditioning syste-ms.

How to study water entering and
circulating in a SO-year·old hotel was
a major problem. Drinking water en­
teriog the hotel could come from two
treatment plants, each obtaining its
waler from different surface water
supplies, the Schuylkill and Delaware
Rivers. The lwo water sources then in­
termix within the distribution system
and enter the holel through two water

0003·2700/78/0350-875ASO 1.00/0
1978 American Chemical Society
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Flgwo 2. On-lIne sample colJectJon and Jaolation aystem aa operated In screen Washing
room located In subbasement 01 hotel
Walnut Street water main (2A) ump5e collected at thla point. ContInuous cornpoatte aample after dechlo­
_ lind pH~ led ClClllllruoI»l '" _ t.fV\.XAl).2 rreaorotJcular ,..In _Ier; ., overflow.
umple collected for IUbIequent conUnUOUlllqulO-tJqukt extraction

mains. Where should samples be
taken? How could representative sam·
pies be obtained? What isolation
methods were readily available, and
which should be used? How could the
source of water entering the hotel be
determined? How could a comparison
of analyses performed at different 10'
cations be made? It should be empha­
sized that 8 comprehensive trace or­
ganic survey of any site in a complex
water distribution system had never
been accomplished. No protocol or
standard methods existed for this type
of study, and adaptation of laboratory
methods to field locations was neces­
sary.

The effect of chlorination and de­
tention time on the trace organic con­
tent of a drinking water has only re­
cently been studied and still is not
fully understood. Data from many
water treatment plants indicate that
each drinking water may he unique in
composition and chemical reactivity.
Studies of collected samples show that
even treated water is of ever-changing
quality. Recent studies at one of Phil­
adelphia's Water Treatment Plants
showed 8 variation in trace organic
content during a week of continuous
composite sampling. The chlorinated
material also has been shown to
change with time. In fact, the rate of
change may be different for each sam­
ple. Furthermore, at a specific location
in a complex water distribution sys­
tem, such as the one servicing the
hotel, the water may be comprised of
a changing mixture of river sources
since water flow is controlled by con­
sumption.

Sample Site Selection

With limited time available, the
choice of sampling sites was extremely
important. To ensure that no possible
contamination source would be
missed, sampling locations were cho­
sen to follow the path of the water
through the hotel distribution system
(Figure I) from one water main (IB)
to the tanks on the 19th floor (IC, ID)
and then down through the other .
floors (9th and lobby, IF and IG). All
these samples were collected simulta­
neously on 8/25/76. In addition, a
cross-connection with the air condi­
tioning system (IE) on the 19th floor
was sampled on 8/25/76. Two special
sites at the input and output water
from 8 drinking water fountain out­
side of a ballroom on the 18th floor
(2E, 2F) and at an ice machine on the
2nd floor (3E, 3F) were sampled along
with the cooling and condenser water
from the air conditioning system on
8/27/76. The second water main (lA)
also was sampled on 8/27/76. These
sites were representative of the loca­
tion where attendees at the Legion­
naires' conference could obtain water
that might be a vector of the disease.

Representative Samples and
Choice 01 Isolallon Method

No sample sites are ideal, no isola­
tion method is totally efficient, and
no method of obtaining a representa­
tive sample is time tested. Conse­
quently, one must make choices based
upon the state-of-the-art at that time
and the pragmatic considerations of
manpower and equipment available.

The investigation reported here has
enabled the development of an analyt­
ical protocol for the study of future
emergency water problems.

The decision was made to utilize a
composite sampling method to obtain
representative samples throughout the
hotel's distribution system. Eight·
hour composite samples were collected
during midweek working days. Macro­
reticular resin (MRR) XAD·2 and
continuous liquid-liquid extraction
(CLLE) were the isolation methods
used. They have been used successful­
ly in identification of trace organics
in drinking water in Philadelphia
since 1975 (I). The MRR and CLLE
equipment was operational, and the
manpower was experienced in its use.
These isolation methods are useful for
analysis of the "neutral"-type organ­
ics, boiling between 40 and 230 ·C.
Figure 2 shows the sampling appara­
tus at a location in the hotel's sub­
basement where a water main sample
(2M was collected.

Comparison 01 Samples Collected
at Oillerent Locallons

A gas chromatographic "profile"
method was used to compare samples
(2,3), and selected samples were run
by GC/MS to identify the components
of these samples. The analytical ap­
proach used to study the trace organ­
ics present in the hotel's water system
is shown in Figure 3. Of prime impor­
tance is the GC profile evaluation in
which the question of possible con­
tamination may be considered. A GC
profile is a fingerprint of 8 complex
group of trace organics present in the
extracted water and constitutes an in­
formation pattern of the sample. By
plotting peak area or height propor­
tional to a standard on a relative re­
tention time scale, many GC profiles
can be compared to obtain an under­
standing of the spatial changes in the
hotel's water system. A unique GC
profile computer program was used
to study the difference in the trace or­
ganics between samples. It must be
emphasized that differences between
GC profiles can be caused by different
compounds or different relative con­
centrations of a mixture of compounds
in a sample. GC profiles are used to
observe peak changes and to aid in the
selection of samples to best utilize se­
verely limited GC/MS analysis time.

A cursory evaluation of the GC pro·
files of the organics present through
the distribution system ohowed it to
be extremely uoeful in demonstrating
differences between oamples. When
GC/MS was used to identify a com·
pound, its identity wao conoidered
confirmed if it matched the maso opec­
trum of a pure reference compound
and if its relative retention time on a
20% SE-30 packed column wao the
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Figure 3. Analytical approach for identification of trace organics

same as the reference compound. In
addition, tentative identifications
were made where reference com­
pounds were not commercially avail­
able but the mass spectrum of a peak
matched uniquely characteristic liter­
ature mass spectra. When needed,
computer-assisted interpretation was
provided by CorneU University's Mass
Spectralldenlificalion System PBM
and STIRS.

Was There a Difference
Between Samples?

A detailed GC pronIe analysis was
performed on the organics in tbe
drinking water samples and air condi­
tioning system. Figure 4 shows
"spiked" GC profiles of samples ob­
tained at various locations by the
MRR sampling metbod. Each spike
represents a GC peak, with the height

of the peak representative of the size
of the original GC peak-<lither ameIJ,
medi!JDl, or large (relative heighta on
the GC peak prof1les are reapectively,
0.2,0.5, and 1.0 unital. A reproducibil­
ity of :l:O.oI5 RRT unita waa obtained
during this study.

Two phenomena were observed in
drinking water samples with these
spiked prom..:

• A general similarity among GC
promes of MRR samples at different
drinking water sampling locations (in­
cluding special sites) is obvious. The
CLLE samples were very similar to
the MRR samples except for concen­
tration differences (CLLE coUection
volumes were around 30 L at a 10:1
water.solvent ratio, whereas MRR vol­
umes were around 100 L).

• Minute changes could be aeen less
distinctly. Comparison with the origi­
nal chromatograms showed that 8Ome­
times shoulders on peaks could be
seen, and at other times these were
obscured by large peaks. Thi& is dem­
onstrated more clearly by simulated
3-D pronIes, with peak heights and
widths of the prome actuaUy mea­
sured (Figure 5).

The CLLE samples from the air
conditioning system were the only
samples to appear quite different from
the drinking water system. With an
equivalent sample volume, more and
higher GC peaks of different RTf's
were observed.

Figure 4. GC prome. on SE-30 of drinking water samples from convention center
hotel
Water aamp~1 collected by tJRR·~2 rnacroreticular resin coIl.ITll'\ OYer 8-h period on 8/23/76 Md
8/27/7•.~Ie 1 kom one ollho""" _",*,1 p_1hot _ """to lho_.~ 2 coIIoclod
on 8/27/78 and IIltod .. 2A to Ihow It w.. nol collectod on 8/23/78. " Mlulng In Il1ll _. _ In
aample. * Milling In aample. pr....,1n 1l1ll11oor. 'if MInor poole In cort>on "Iter .ffluont, not In Inltuont.

Pool< Io_od In Int.nolty In ."Iuonl 01 cort>on IlIter ..~od to Influonl to cort>on IIltor. Intornol
"_wore 24lhy~lo/loXOnol (RAT: O.78)d1bu1y1 pNhIIal. (2.00~A11......,....1uIed wllh 200 ni._
evaporated to 1 ml

GC/MS IdentlflcaUon of Trace
Organk:s In the DrInking Water
and Air Condltlonlng System

The 9th floor samples were chosen
as reference GC pronIes for the hotel
drinking water system since they con­
tained the most GC peaks of the larg­
est concentration. Thus, it was rea­
soned that if a compound that could
have caused Legionnaires' disease was
in the drinking water, it would be .
found in this sample or in a sample
where a GC peak was missing from the
pronIe of the 9th floor (0F~ 4).

A detailed GC/MS analysis was
completed with a 6'lf. SE-30 column
on the 9th floor MRR and CLLE sam­
ples and on selected samples at RRT's
where GC peaks were miasing from
the 9th floor MRR sample. Also, a .
complete GCIMS analysis was run on
the MRR samples for the drinking
water fountain with the carbon nIter.
The carbon filter had been instaUed
on this fountain for an unknown peri­
od of time. Table I shOWl GCIMS re­
sults for the 9th floor MRR and CLLE
&ampl... GC/MS analysis of the se­
lected samples where GC peaIis were
missing from the 9th floor sample
(Figure 4) showed that RRT shifts due
to changes in relative concentrations
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Figure 5. GO profiles of drinking water samples taken before and after a carbon finer
on a drinking water fountain
~..",. os ~.....-. 8..., 9 from F\gu".'. &foro"""llie pIot!od os 1st. 3rd.""
.1h_1OlJ"Omo,~

of mixtures of compounds eluting as
single peaks was the primary reason
for differences. Benzene (l9th floor)
and a branched C8 alkene (l9th and
lobby) were the only compounds in
these samples that were not found in
the 9th floor sample. Two possibilities
are that they were obscured by a larg­
er peak or were added in water distri­
bution. GC/MS of these CLLE sam­
ples added further confirmation of
these components. Other CLLE sam­
ples were too dilute to allow GC/MS
analysis.

GC/MS analysis of the trace organ-

ics present in the carbon filter influent
showed a set of compounds which was
similar to those found in the drinking
water system (Table I). Two new com­
pounds were observed: phenylacetic
acid and 1,2:3,5-di-O-isopropylidene­
D-xylofuranose. This may be accounted
for by the fact that the influent sam­
ple to the carbon filter was collected
two days after the drinking water sam­
ples. GC/MS analysis of the trace or­
ganics present in the carbon filter ef­
fluent showed the same compounds
that were present in the influent ex­
cept for the addition of trichloroethyl-

ene, diethyl phthalate, 2-dichloroben­
zene isomers, dichloroacetonitrile, tol­
uene, 8 dichloropropene isomer I and
a C9 branched hydrocarbon. These
compounds have previously been ob­
served in Philadelphia's drinking
water and are apparently being dis­
placed by others that are adsorbed.

Most of the compounds found in the
hotel drinking water system have been
identified in drinking waters through­
out the United States and are also
part of the variable complement of
trace organics found in Philadelphia's
drinking water. Thus, it was evident
that these could not be the cause of
Legionnaires' disease. lll-Dichiara­
ethane, a C5 alkene. methyl bromide,
and phenanthrene or anthracene are
compounds that had never been iso­
lated in any other Philadelphia drink­
ing water sample, but a search of the
toxicological significance of these
compounds indicated that these
should not have led to the disease.

Table I shows the GC/MS analysis
of the air conditioning system. Diethyl
sulfate is an additional compound to
the drinking water sample mixture of
compounds. Since this compound was
not found in any of the drinking water
samples, contamination caused by a
cross-connection at the time of sam­
pling is unlikely. Once again, no ob­
vious solution to Legionnaires' disease
was found.

Capillary Column GC

The decision was made to select
several samples and run capillary col­
umn GC. Its high resolving power
would be used to detect minute differ­
ences between samples. Portions of

. figure e. PortIons of capillary GO profiles on OV-101 of drinking water samples from convention center hotel
n-d'~_from..",..."..,... os.....-. •• s, e. 8. end 9 from FiglI'.'. v MlsIIns In 9th floor, "'_ In _Ie. * MIning In _Ie, Pr...nt
In 9th lIoor v pooko.. Y«'/ lorge, by•• _
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Phoromlcrograph by John Detly. McCrone IIeseotch InsItMe

FOI\ THE CI\EATIVE CHEMIST:

EASTMAN ACS AND SPEOROPHOTOMETRIC SOLVENTS.
Creative things can happen when you
use your imogination and EASTMAN
Organic Chemicals. as demonstrated
by this photomicrograph by John Deily.
IW:Crane I\eseotch InstilUle.

For more prooical. everyday appli·
carians. analysts and researchers can
rely on the consistent quality of our
reagent ACS solvents and spectro­
photometric solvents.

Our technical publicarians list dara

like absorbance at various wavelengths.
including UV cutoff. assay value. and
infrared windows. II you wont a salvenr
of a porticular bailing range. density.
ultraviolet cutoff. refrOOive index.
dipole movement. evaporation rate.
or flash point. look at our line. Or at the
thousands of other EASTMAN Organic
Chemicals including dyes. srains. and
indicators. and produos for elroro­
pharesis and protein chemisrry.

See your dealer in EASTMAN OrganiC
Chemicals f()( detoils. quotes. lost service.
and even a colorful free gift from us.

For complere details on our soIveNs
and spectrophotometric soIvenIs. send
for our free redhnicallirerarure. JJ-282
and JJ-28J. Write
Eastmon Organic Chemicals.
Eastmon Kodak Compony.
Dept. 412L
I\ochester. N.Y. 14650.

Toke a dose look at EA5TlMN Organic Chemical~Dealers handling EASTMAN Orgooc Chemlcals, American 5cieMfic & Chemcoi.
Olodinicollaborarories. Orond·Nu laboratories. Inc.. Oryanr Laborarory. Inc.. Cusrom Chemical Loborarories. Inc.. Ashec' 5deorfflc.
GAC laborararies.lnc.. labpmduet'. Inc.. Midland Scientific. Inc.. Narth·Strong.lnc.. Preiser Scientific. Sorgent·~ 5cieMfic Pr0d­
ucts, Scientific (, Indusrrial Sotes {, Service. Inc.. VWf\ xientiflc Inc.. \M)rd's Natural Science Establishment. Inc.
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Tl'NTATlVES
ethrl_to X
1 (2 Of 4-c:hIorophonr1) othanol X
1,1,2_ X

• AJlIn1Uities b.n:Iln 1he bIat*.e not IisteeL • X - compc:ll,R:I identlheO... Confirmed by GC/MS In 9th IIoor Q1.E

- Any tuTDor • l'IlJIT'ttet Of I50mers identife1. • May abo be mixed with a C4.benJ:ene isomer.

Table·l. Compounds Identified by GC/MS In Bellevue-Stratford
Samples Taken by Macroretlcular Resin (MRR) and by
Continuous Liquid-Liquid Extraction (CLLE)B

"".......
••t... ai, condtUonw.g sys'.m

6th t100f dill. <_
(MAR) (CUE) (CUE)

HALOGENATl'O
bromoform X· X
carbontotr_ X
c:hIoroIorm X
dIbromochIoromelhano X X
dlchlClrOb<on*Mtha.. X
__Isomer

X
tolrac:hlon>ethrlono X X X_I_

Xc

dlchIoropropone IsomoB 2"-.onIttIIo X
chloro-mothrl-but_ IsomoB 4
1,1,1·_1hano X
1,1-d1ch1oroethane X
1,2-d1ch1oroelhano X
methrlbr_ X

AROMATlC
acol~ X
benzaldohrde Xc X
othrl bonz_ Of xrl_ IsomoB 4 2
tolueno X
m- Of p-tolunltrllo Xc

dlmethrl Of othrl phonollsomer X
dlmethrl Of othrl benzaldehrde Isomers' 2
CS-bonz_ Isomer X
phenanthr_ Of anIIvac_ X

MISCEUAHEOUS
2,3:4,6-dI-o-Isoptoprl_L-sorbofuranose Xc

dlbutrl phthalalo Xc

trlbutyl phosphalo Xc

d1hrdroactlnkllollde Xc

C5alk_ X
C6 branchod hrdrocarbon X
C7-8 branchod hrdrocarbons X
ethanol X

__
X

_rilUlfoto X
trlethrl phosphato X

GC profiles with true relative heights
are shown in Figure 6. Approximately
125 peaks per sample were isolated by
using capillary columns compared
with 35 peaks on packed columns.

Mter a detailed examination of the
capillary GC runs, it became clear that
there was very little difference in the
type and amount of trace organics
throughout the hotel's drinking water
system! Less than 10% of the approxi­
mately 125 peaks showed any notice-

able variation compared with the
ninth noor. Only 4 peaks on capillary
GC, at RRT 1.41, 1.43, 1.49, and 1.55,
were considered to be significant.
Thus, our preliminary analysis with
an SE-30 packed column was con­
firmed by capillary GC. GC profile
evaluation was an effective method for
examination of the trace organics
throughout the hotel's drinking water
system. It enabled determining simi­
larities of samples and thus provided

a screening method for subsequent
GC/MSwork.

The Disease Agent

In January 1977, six months after
the outbreak of Legionnaires' disease•
CDC reported that it had isolated a
previously unidentified microorgan­
ism that is believed to be the cause of
the disease. As detailed in the New
England Journal of Medicine (.1).
after months of fruitless efforts. a
gram-negative. nonacid-fnst bacillus
was isolated from lung tissues of vic­
tims by inoculating guinen pigs and
then transferring their spleen suspen­
sions to embryonated eggs. Cultivat­
ing the organism on artificial media
required several more months of effort
until finally a procedure was estab­
lished which permitted testing of a
large number of diseuse victims. Once
confident that this bacterium was in­
deed the agent. CDC set out to find
whether similar outbreaks of pneumo­
nia in the past had been caused by this
organism. Using serum specimens
stored frum previous outbreaks in
1966 at a hospital in \Vashington.
D.C.. and in 1968 in Pontiac. Mich ..
CDC concluded thut the sem con­
tained significant numbers of anti­
hodie!' to implicate the bacterium. By
Nuvember 1977 CDC reported (;5) that
confirmed sporadic cases of Legion­
naires' disease had heen found in 2~

states of the United States as well as
England and Spain.

The Disease Vector

Althuugh medical authorities are
confident that they have identified
the agent. the mode of transmission
of the di!'ease remains a m\'ster\'. Per­
son-to-person spread wu!' quickh·
ruled Clut when secondarv infections
to families of the Philad~lphiavictims
did not occur. Similarly. food, tobacco,
and aln)hul were dismissed as possihle
vecturs. Transmission through water
is unlikely. for ahhoug:h the epidemio­
logic investigation has shown that
water consumption was higher than
normal for victims, one-third of the
cases denied drinking any waler; in
fact, a group never entered the holel.
The vector now believed to be the best
possibility is air transmission or a soil­
or dirt-borne organism. This hypothe­
sis is predicated on the fAct that many
victims spent considerable time in the
lobby of the hotel. A low grade or in­
termittent exposure of the organism
may have resulted from some type of
construction-related activity that
wuuld have disturbed the niche of the
bacterium, causing its entry into the
air environment of the hotel and its
surroundings. Further work is still
needed before the mode of transmis­
sion is conclusively demonstrated.
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Discussion

Although the orgsnic profile of the
hotel water system did not uncover
the vector for Legionnaires' disease,
significant experience was gained in
the development and testing of an an­
alytical protoc'ol to be used in re­
sponding to emergency water prob­
lems. Cross-connection incidences
have been the cause of numerous gas­
trointestinal diseases and, in some
cases, even deaths. Though in most in­
stances microorganisms are the agents
of the disease, toxic chemicals have
been responsible for some occurrences.
By responding promptly with thor­
ough analytical surveys, the cause of
the problem may be quickly found and
corrective steps taken before serious
health problems develop.

A second benefit of the investiga­
tion of the hotel water system has
been the demonstration of the versa­
tility of the isolation steps. Although
designed for use in a laboratory envi·
ronment, the apparatus was easily
adapted to very hostile environments.
These steps can be used in the field
to conduct lrace organic surveys of
complex water distribution networks,
thus obviating the need for bringing
large volumes of water back to the lab­
oratory. Finally, the role of the analyt­
ical chemist in 8 team of disease inves­
tigators was once again demonstrated.
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The N06600 X-Ray Analysis System
And Maryann And John And Cindy And

Thai's right. mUltiple users performing
multiple tasks simultaneously using the
powerful hardware and software
capabilities of the ND6600 Laboratory
Computer System. While other X·ray data
systems perform only single tasks. the
ND6600 accomplishes a multitude of
computerized tasks for multiple
independent users.

The 6600 system combines the
efficiency of distributed processing with
the exclusive. synchronous COMBUS to
meet requirements in all areas of
spectroscopy. The system simultaneously
acquires, processes and displays dala
from a variety ot radiation sources (up to 24
separate experiments) over an essentially
infinite range of energies. Analyses can be
performed on the basis of pulse height for
energy dispersive data and multichannel
scaling (pulse counting) for wavelength
dispersive data. ND6600 X·ray analysis
capabitities Include:

Qualitative X·Ray Analysis: KLM markers
can be independently displayed on each
user's spectrum. All possible element
assignments for a set of spectral peaks are
listed and each assignment is tested for the
probability of the element being present
using all defined lines for the element.

Tube·Excited Ouantitative X·Ray
Analysis: Fundamental Parameters matrix
correction software accounts for line
enhancement and absorption effects and
includes provisions for thin and
micro-sample analysis. Automatic
background removal and deconvolution
are standard.

Electron-Excited Ouanlitative X-Ray
Analysis: Deconvolulion and ZAF
correction soflware based on Frame C
automatically performs analysis for
electron column applications.

Ask for literature on the ND6600 X·Ray
Analysis System inclUding sample reports,
data displays and typical applications,
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Golf and Meacham Roads
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196
Tel: 312884-3621

Bonameser Strasse 44
6000 Frankfurt/Main 50
Federal Republic of Germany
Tel: 529952
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Single and Dual
Channel Dispensers
Now you can solve almost all of
your liquid dispensing problems
with Hamilton's new and Improved.
low-eost PreCision LiqUid DIS­
pensers (PLD). Des,gned lor
industrial R&D. quality control,
and filling operations. With accu­
racy and preCision where stnct
tolerances are requited.

Check ltlese features:
o New, improved valve system.
o Longer valve life saves down-

time.
D Easy cleaning and changing.
:J Simple, trouble-free operation.
o WeighI-balanced. rugged

construction.
CJ Operates In any position or

environment.
o Pneumatic (non-electriC) oper­

ation.
o Ideal lor operations where

oxygen or flammables are
present. or In most extremes
of temperature or vIscosity.

[J Under standard condillons,
precision is ±.05%. accuracy
1S±1%.

If you have a hquld dIspensing
problem. call the experts. We'll
send out a trained sales engineer
or put you in touch With one of
our dealers. Write lor literature to
John Nadolny. Hamilton Company.
PO. Box 10030, Reno. Nevada
89510, or call (702) 786-7077.
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Single and Dual
Channel Dispensers
Now you can solve almost all of
your liquid dispenSing problems
With Hamllton's new and improved.
low-cost PreCISIon LiqUid DIS·
pensers (PLD). Des'gned for
rndustrlal R&D, quality control.
and filling operations. wrth accu·
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send out a trarned sales engmeer
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the start of a beautiful
process control system
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KinBliI:SyslBms Corporalion
Dept. AC88. 1"1 Maryknoll Drive • Lockport, Illinois 60441 • 1815) 838 0005 • TWX 910638 2831

_. 6, Chemi!' de Tavernav • 1218 Geneva. Swiuerland • (0221984445 • Telex 289622
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New Products

Recorder Calibrator

Model HC-25 quickly checks the perfor­
mance of both strip chart and x-y re­
corders. It evaluates span calibration,
dead zone, chart speed or time base
accuracy, linearity, and overshoot. The
calibrator provides more than 80 output
range spans from 0.1 to 15 mV via
function switch with six output recorder
functions, and time markers that can be
set from 0.1 to 99 s/in. at variable am­
plitudes from 0 to 100 mV/in. Houston
Instrument 419

Purge and Trap Sampler

The HP 7875A purge and trap sampler
concentrates traces of volatile organic
compounds to levels detectable by GC
and GC/MS. " uses the dynamic head­
space technique of analysis in which
the sample Is continuously purged by
gas flowing through It. Volatile organics
in water are transferred to the gaseous
phase and then adsorbed on a trap
where they are heated and backflushed
onto the analytical column. The unit Is
Programmable, allowing the user to se­
lect purge time, trap desorption time,
and temperature. Prices start at $3500.
Hewlett-Packard Co. 410

The XL-200 superconductlng FT-NMR spectrometer with munitasking data system Inco<porates
a high-performance data management system that affords unique multitasking capability and
high sample thioughput. It is equipped with a wide-bore 47-kg superconducUng magnet for
high-resolution studies of lH at 200 MHz and 13C at 50.3 MHz. The supercoooucting solenoid
is housed in a low-loss dewar unit that allows the system 10 operate over bee months with only
25 l of liquid helium. The data management system employs two processing units-one 32
bits wide and specializing in high-speed data collection and spectrometer contrOl, and the other
programmed in a high-level language and providing flexible data manipulation. Prices start at
5149500. Varian Associates 401
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Autosampler for Atomic
Absorption

The 11.254 FASTAC (f1ame/furnace au­
tosampling technique with automatic
calibration) automatically presents up
to 95 samples either to an atomic ab­
sorption burner system or to the 11.555
controlled·temperature furnace atomiz·
er. It differs from other furnace auto­
samplers in that the sample passes
through a nebulizer and mixing cham­
ber and Is presented to the furnace as
an aerosol. Advantages provided are
controllable analytical sensitivity, good
precision, low sample carryover, and
high speed. Instrumentation Laboratory
Inc. 412

The TN-4000 spectroIcoplc analy. Iyllem, a multichannel analyzer,
features multiple-processor technology, Independent data memories,
and an interactive operator's control console. Complete software
packages providing automated, quantitative analysis are available for
neutron activation analysis and gamma-ray spectroscopy. The system
is offered with 8 selection of central processing units and may be
configured with as many as eight independently accessed data
memories, providing analytical power of up to eight separate analyzers
In one centrally controlled system. Spectrel data and system Infonnation
are dynamically displayed on a 9-ln. fully elphanumerlc CRT. Tracar
Northem, Inc. 402



For the finest in temperature control systems.
look into the company that pioneered the EXACAL
BATH CIRCULATORS. With a temperature range
from - 100°C to + 300°C NESLAB products repre·
sent the highest quality in IMMERSION COOLERS.
RECIRCULATING EXCHANGERS and BATH CIR·
CULATORS. NESLAB also offers the technical
advice of our chemists and engineers to help you
solve your heating and cooling problems.

~ Call the leader - toll free

~1~~~C~?c~~I~~~~~~~
~~(1£g)[ID the name in circulation
NESLAB INSTRUMENTS. INC. 871 ISLINGTON STREET. PORTSMOUTH. N.H. 03801 USA \603\ "36·9""4
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X-ray Energy Spectrometer

Sigma-X Is a microprocessor-based
x-ray energy spectrometer employing
several radioisotopes to induce x-ray
fluorescence. Nondestructive multiele­
ment analyses are performed within 60
s per assay. The microprocessors are
programmed for dedicated analyllcal
applications (:'e., stainless steel, cop­
per alloys, urinalysis, etc.). A simple
Insertion of a preprogrammed micro­
processor PC board changes the dedi­
cated application. The spectrometer
Is eqUipped with a 16-sample capacity
sample changer and a fall-safe inter­
locked radioisotope source shutter with
provision for vacuum operation. Kevex
Corp. 408

GPC Columns

These columns are packed with Spher­
agel, a polystyrene-divinylbenzene gel.
The degree of cross-linking provides
good stability, As a result, many sol­
vents can be used without problems
of swelling or loss of column efficiency.
The columns are 30 cm long with an
i.d. of 0.8 cm. Seven different pore di­
ameters afe available covering the mo­
lecular weight range of 100 to 5 X 10·.
Typical efficiencies are in excess of
20000 plates per meter. Altex Sclentif­
iC,lnc. 420

The E·900 data acquisition sYltem can accumulate a single or mul­
tiscan tlme-averaged EPA spectrum, store spectra complete with all
parameter information on tape. and print out file header information
of selected spectra. II also can display '-" to tlYee spectra, perform X-Y
scale shift. linear baseline correction. differentiation. integration. noise
spike deletion. and g-value calculation. It has a read/write memory of
23K bytes. and a magnetic tape storage of 250K bytes with program
editing. programming, plotting, and matrix manipulation. Varlan In­
strument Division 403

The Mk;rolab P mlcroproceaor-<:ontrollod
hand pipet can be used as a universal re­
peating dispenser, transfer pipet, automatic
bwet for mlaotltratlon. dispenser for expo­
nential dilution, and repeating diluter. II has a
motorized plooger controlled by a p<ogram­
mabie mJcroprocessor. Ten steps are pro­
\1lIfT'mlbIe. Vokme, speed, and f<roctions are
selected on a separate keyboard command
moduMt. Gas-tJgrt syringes with VOIlm8S 'rom
50 to 5000 I'l may be used, and volumes from
0.5 to 5000 III may be dispensed. Full scale
dispensing takes 2-10 s. AcCU'acy Is better
than 1.0%, and rep<oduclbllity is better than
0.3%. Hamillon Co. 405

Acid Spill Neutralizer

Neutrasol Low Na+ is designed to treat
hazardous acid spills occurring In areas
sensitive to metal ion contamination.
Total metal content of this liquid Is less
than 0.08%.11 initiates a controlled
neutralization reaction as .well as a
color change indicating pH of the reac­
tion mixture. Moderate foaming accom­
panies the treatment serving to sup.
press hazardous fume release and pro­
mote controlled reaction rates. Return
of the spill mixture to a blue color sig­
nifies complete neulralization of the
acid. J. T. Baker Chemical Co. 416

UV Detector for HPLC

The SP8300 detector may be used with
any liquid chromatograph. II is Virtually
flow insensitive and can be used at
0.0025 AUFS with pulsing pumps.
Short-term noise Is less than 50 X
10-· AU. Baseline stability Is enhanced
by line voltage control circuitry thaI
eliminates the effects of voltage fluctu­
ations on lamp Intensity. Operation at
254 nm Is standard, and optional wave­
lengths of 280, 312, 365, 438, and 546
are available. Full scale sensitivity
ranges from 0.0025 to 1.28 AU. The
datector cell volume Is 10 ilL. Spectra­
Physics 417

Column Oven for
Liquid Chromatography

The LC-100 column air bath oven is a
self-contained module that can hold up
to eight 30-cm columns with diameters
from 3.5 mm to 2.54 cm. Temperatures
from 10 to 99°C can be controlled to
within 1 ± 0.5 DC. Higher column ef­
ficiencies, shorter runs with better sep­
aration, reduced system back pres­
sures, increased sample/eluent solubili­
ty, and Improved retention time preci­
sion can be obtained. Perkin-Elmer
Corp. 409

UV Detector for LC

Model LC-15 features high-sensitivity,
0.002 absorbance units full scale wllh
stable baselines, subnanogram level
detection of strong UV-absorblng com­
pounds, and digital display of absorb­
ance. The Instrument has a primary de­
tection capability at 254 nm. Optional
wavelength filler kits of 280, 350, 410,
440, and 550 nm are also available.
Convenience features Include recorder
marker, polarity switch, zero calibration
and testing switches, variable time con­
stant selector. and recorder-Indepen­
dent Integrator outpultermlnals. Perkln­
Elmer Corp. 415
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The J. T. Baker Resi-Analyzed brand provides 1he greates1
assurance of performance for any solvenls designed for
pesticide residue analysis. These solvenls exhibit no
extraneous peaks. have excellent baseline slability. show a
narrow solvenl fronl. and relurn rapidly to the baseline.

Resl-Analyzed solvenlS are conIrolled by 8 or more quality
lesls. including 4 GC determinations (ECD. FPD for P and
S. Hall conduclivity delection for N).

The tesling also includes waler. APHA color. non-vo!atile
mailer and substances darkened by H2SO,.

Write for technical literature

'Baker RESI·ANAIYZED'
Glass Dis_ed Solvents

(Where the proof of puity
is right on the label.)

, L-SPACE METERING PUMP
IS BIG ON ACCURACf.

Our Series 20 Chem/Meter hydraulic diaphragm metering pump
will give you repetitive accuracy within ± 1% or better.

Measuring only 9W x 4)1ju x 3){r:', it's designed for steady, con­
tinuous feeding of clear fluids. How? The programmed cam drive
produces a constant velocity discharge-when the full displace­
ment of two plungers working 1800 apart are combined in a common
manifold, a steady flow is established. And it provides capacities to
4.9 and 16.0 ML/min-with pressures to 1000 psig.

The series 20 Chem/Meter's wetted parts are made of corro­
sive resistant stainless steel with sapphire ball-seats and teflon
diaphragms.With its totally enclosed, no-seal leakproof design and
remote capacity control, its features make it ideal for applications
such as chromatography columns, laboratory apparatus and indus­
trial wet process analytical equipment.

To get all the details on why our little Chem/Meter is a big per­
former. write Chempump Division,CraneCo., Warrington. Pa.18976.

ICRANE,!CHEMPUMP
CIRCLE 32 ON READER SERVICE CARD

epics covered include those of
particular interest to scientists doing
significant amounts of computing in
the fields of quantum chemistry.

altering. computer handling of
hemical information, and solid state

theory.

Leading experts not only evaluate the
tremendous opportunities for progress
in chemical research thaI algorithms
provide but also analyze the
substantial difficulties that algorithms
may present.

CONTENTS
Graph A1gonlhms in ChemICal Compu~tion •
Mgonthm Design In ComputatIonal Quantum
ChemislJy. Rallonal $€o1«llon 01 Algonthms lor
Molecular Scattermg Calculations. Mo1«ular
DynamICs and TransItion Stale Theory. New
Compunog Te<hmques for Mol«ulat Structun.>
Srudle5 by X·ray CrystaUography. A1gonthmsln
the Computer HandlHlg 01 Chemical Information

Algorithms
or Chemical

Computations
ACS Symposium Series No. 46

Ralph E. Christoffersen. Editor
The Uniuersity of Kansas

A symposium sponsored by the
Division of Computers in Chemistry of
the American Chemical Sociery.

This multidisciplinary collection of
state·of-the-art papers assesses
significant developments in algorithms
for several important areas of
hemistry and pinpoints places where
urrently available algorithms are

inadequate.

1-----,

~
JIBaker

'-'~

SIS/Amerlcarr Chemical Society
1155 16th St.. NW./Wosh. D.C. 20036

PleaS4l wnd __ coplcs 01 SS 46 Algonlnms
for Cn(!mrcaJ COmpUlalioru at $12.75 pet cop\-'

o Che<k endoS4ld for S__ 0 BID me
Poslp.~ltd In U S and Canada. plus 40 cents
elsewhereN._
Addrru

~--

For Instrumental Analysis
The Professional Chooses J. T. Baker

J. T. Baker Chemical Co.
Phillipsburg, N.J. 08865

201859·5411 CHEMICAlS
CIRCLE 20 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Chemometrics:
Theory and
Application

SISIAmeriC&ll Chamical Society
1155 16lb St.. N.WJWuh.. D.C. 20036

PI... Mnd copi~. of SS 52
CNmolMtrict at 521.00 per copy.

o Cbecl: enc10eed (or S__ . 0 Bill me.
Poalp,ald in U.S. and Canada. plus 40 un"
eJsewM",.

For more Information on nated itema,
circle the appropriate numbe" on one
of our Reade,,' Service Carda

Gas mixtures of benzene in air zero gas
and nitrogen zero gas. and gas mixtures
of acrylonitrile are prepared according
to calibration standards set by OSHA.
Benzene calibration mixtures are avail­
able in aluminum cylinders; a number of
cylinder sizes are offered. Acrylonitrile
mixtures are available In air ultra zero
or In Inert background gases. and are
prepared In steel cylinders. Matheson

422

Liquid Sampler for GC

The MS-l automatic syringe is designed
to simplify the injection process and
produce more precise results than can
be obtained with ordinary injection
techniques. It can be used with the
Sigma Series chromatographs. The
sampler accepts a sealed vial contain­
ing the sample and once installed. the
sample is injected at the push of a but­
ton. Between sample injoctions. solvent
flush is accomplished by forcing the
cleaning flush lIvough the system under
presswe. rather than relying on the
small vacuum created by ordinary sy­
ringe plungers. Perkin-Elmer Corp. 418

GaS Mixtures

ChemicalsX-ray Energy Spectrometer

Model 007 Fuslon-X features five solid
state lithium drifted x-ray detectors.
multiplexed to detect and characterize
laser-induced nuclear fusion events.
High-powered focused laser beams are
used for the generation of fusion energy
by imploding microspheres containing
fusile materials. Characteristic x rays
are emilled during each burst of fusion
energy. These x rays are detected by
solid state detectors and analyzed by
an x-ray energy spectrometer. A gate
valve is Incorporated In the detector
assembly subsystem to allow window­
less detector operation. The removal
of the beryllium window makes it possi­
ble to detect and analyze low-energy
x rays. Kevex Corp. 413

HPLC Detectors

Three HPLC ChroMonitor detectors can
measure the majority 01 chemical com­
pounds utilizing UV/VIS. The 770 elimi­
nates prism changes and uses a tung­
sten lamp. Light scattering is eliminat­
ed. and a low drift and good signal-to­
noise ratio is maintained. The 785 is
a dual-beam. f1ow-lIYough spectropho­
tometer with continuously variable
wavelengths from 195 to 750 nm. A
deuterium lamp is the source needed
for the wavelength ranges. The 790 is
a dual-beam unit operating on the log
ratio method and yields a larger dynam­
ic range. Micromeritics Instrument
Corp. 411

_ YPO-IOO pulled Ncl:YAG-purnped ely. lao« is capable 01 producing a peak power output.
of 0.5 MW over 8 500-90G-om range. It consists of ttvee basic units: a laser head assembly.
a power supply. and 8 cooling unit. The system has application in underwater illumination
(photography. bonom sounding). chemistry (Raman spectroscopy. lluorescenl microscopy).
pollution studies (in situ and remote). medical research. and laser Doppler velocimetry. Priced
under $30 000. Internattonal Laser Systems. Inc. 404

Zip.....

ACS Symposium Series No. 52

Bruce R. Kowalski. Editor
Unh'ersily of Woshington

A symposium sponsored by the
Dh'ision of Computers in
Chemislry of the American
Chemicol Society.

This new collection constitutes an
invaluable aid for e\'ery anal}1ical
chemist. instrument designer. and
builder interested in the search for
better measurement system control as
well as uJrto-date optimization and
measurement analysis methods.

Increased use of chemical
measurements. combined with the

fa~~~~~:S~~cc;,:r:::~~~~d~~~}~
Dew and improved methods to design
aod control experiments and to analyze
the wealth of data that cao be generated.

The results of this research effort are
discussed in 12 chapters covering the
de\'elopment and application of new
mathematical and statistical analysis
methods to extract useful chemical
information from chemical
measurements.

CONTENTS
Optimization Methodology in Chemistry •
ART1iUR and Experimental D.ta Aulysu •
AhItract FICtlX' AnalYliJ • Tarset­
Truaformatlon Factor A.na.Iy.u •
Appllcallon olFaclar AJWysU In the Study ol

~=1t.1~JS~~:::llect~o(
PotaDtial ChroDOCOuJOmetry. Application o(

~~~~~~~:~emiaJ

~~rt:'(.t6~r:t:I~U31~to
Method to< AJWyzlna 0>amJc01 Do.. ;n
Ternu of Similority and AnaJosy

288 page. (1977) $21.00 clothbound
LC 77-9088 ISBN 0-8412-0379-2

Ctr
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~
BARNES

It's not
green cheese!

So what is the moon made of?

Data provided by the

Apollo. Surveyor and Luna

missions give us the answer.

To find out. fill in the coupon

below and send for a copy of

The Chemical Composition

of the Lunar Surface

by Anthony Turkevich.

University of Chicago

reprinted from Accounts

of Chemical Research.

March 1973
9 pages with cover

0214/10405

The Chemical Composition
of the Lunar Surface $2.00

Anthony L. Turkevich

Name'

Add'e"

Mail With Reminance To:
Journel. Depertment
Americen Chemical Society
1166 16th Slreet. N.W.
Weahington. D.C. 20036

-------------------------------~Join the Barnes I
Special-of-the-Month Club I

and save on analytical accessories.
Each month in 1978 Barnes is leaturing a special on IA analytical acces­
sories. Oilers include 10 and 20% discounts on Iransmission windows and
cells. Iree gifts and uselul application nOles.
Each oller will be ellective for one month only. To know abOut them in

advance. join the Barnes Special-ol-the-Month Club.
Simply send us your name, title. organization. Clip
out this ad and return it to us. We'll send you Barnes
latest Infrared Analytical Accessories Catalog as well.
You can't gel the specials unlil Barnes gets your
name, so act now! Write Barnes Engineering Co.• 30
Commerce Ad .. Stamlord. Ct. 06904; or call us toll­
free at (BOO) 243-3498.

Name. _

Tille _

Address"- _

Cily/Slate/Zip---------------------:AC':Cc::.•

-------------------------------~CIRCLE 26 ON IUOEl SUVlCE CAlO

CIRCLE 201 ON ItfADEl SERVICE CARD
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; WHAT'S
I NEW IN

BALANCES?
THE NEW
METTLER
CATALOG

WILLTELLyoU.

I

Mail to MeUler Instrument Corporation,
Box 71, Hightstown, NJ 08520

Please send me a copy of your new catalog.

NAME _

TITLE _

COMPANY _

AOORESS _

I REAGENT
CHEMICALS

American Chemical Society
Specifications 5th Edition

Analytical chemists-update your
reference shelf by ordering this
indispensable handbook of the
latest A CS specifications for 320
reagent chemicals.

This valuable tool includes 15 new
items from two supplements 01 the
4th edition. plus 36 new reagents.
such as calcium sulfate, qUinoline.
benzoyl chloride. lactose. silver
diethyldithlocarbamate. and many
more.

The filth edition also contains for
the lirst time:
• flame and Ilameless atomic ab­

sorption methods
• new colOrimetric test for arsenic
• polarographic and chromato­

graphiC procedures
• Karl Fischer method for water

CITY _

STATE ZIP _

L ~ ~------~

y
The new Mettler catalog shows and describes the
latest Mettler electronic balances as well as ever­
popular Mettler mechanicals. Models for the lab
or industrial plant. Top loaders and analyticals.

Get your copy by mailing the above coupon.

CIRCLE 1.41 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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By returning the green card in the
back 01 the book. you will receive
free reprints 01 two luture supple­
ments to be announced in Analyt­
ical Chemistry.

Limited stock 01 2nd edition avail­
able at $3.50.

685 pages (1974) Clo\hbound $40.00.
Postpaid in U.S. and Canada. pius 40
cents elsewhere.

Order lrom:
Special Issues Sales
American Chemical Society
1155 Sixteenth St., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036



Manufacturers'
Literature

Optimizing Analy.e. by U.. 0' Split.
I... Injection on Capillary Column••
Application Note AN 228·5 describes
the technique and the HP glass capillary
inlet system used tor analyzing com.
plex chemical mixtures. Retention lime
and quantitative reproducibility are
shown. 6 pp. Hewlett·Packard 430

Electronic Balance. The Meltler A30 is
described. Ranges 01 0-30 g with an
additional 30 g available with O. 1.mg
readability. Standard equipment in.
eludes automatic stability detector and
a four-position switch for adjusting the
m~asuringcycle. 2 pp. Metller Instru-
ment Corp. 431

Dual·Element Determlnallons with an
Atomic Absorption Spectrophotome.
ter. A report detailing the success of
the IL751 spectrophotometer in 25 ana.
Iytical laboratories for sample analysis
of fresh water and wastewater, ef.
f1uents, steel, foods, nonfermu5 alloys.
air filter particulates. blood serum, biD-­
logical cells. plating baths. plants.
glass. soils. plastics. geologicals. and
brines. 4 pp. Instrumentation Laboratory
Inc. 432

Amino Acid Analyzer. A method for
pla5ma and urine analysis is described
for the Durrum Model 0-500 in Applica.
tion Report #2. Includes tables 0' data
selecled from teletype printouts. the
automatic procedure and standard de­
viations of the calibration standard. 6
pp. Durrum Instrument Corp. 433

Polarographic Wei Chemistry System.
Describes a total free or total residual
chlorine system that utilizes the polaro­
graphic sensor technique. Data sheet
PDS·E 400 contains sections on system
components. system description. and
operation. 2 pp. National Sonlcs Div.•
Envlrotech Corp. 434

Analyzers. Describes and Illustrates the
company's complete line of analyzers.
Explains their function to ensure the
safe and waste·'ree use 01 Eta in medl·
cal, pharmaceullcal, and food plant
sterilizers. 10 pp. Foxboro Co. 435

Chromatography. Two Issues of the se­
ries Chromatography Newsletters,
CHN·9 and CHN-l0. 'eature articles on
advanced technology appllcallons In
liquid and gas chromatography. 15 and
16 pp. Perkln-Elmer 436

Calibration Standards. Information to
assist In developing dynamic primary
standards. 86 pp. Analytical Instrument
Development. Inc. 442

Rapid Kinetics Spectrophotometry.
Amino acid analysis of biological fluids
and ar1lcles on appllcallons 01 rapid kI­
netics are discussed. 4 pp. Durrum In-
strument Corp, 443

Metering Pump. Reciprocallng, explo­
sion proof. and peristaltic pumps are
described. Flow rates of 1.6-4800
mllh and press..es to 5000 psig. Infor.
mation on complete solvent delivery
systems 'or isocratlc and HPLC sys­
tems is also available. 12 pp. L.aborato­
ry Data Control 444

Spaclrophotomeler Accesaory. Data
sheet available that details spectral en­
hancement. kinetic measurements. and
quantitative analysis on the Derivative/
Log A accessory for the Cary 219. 4
pp. Varian 445

UV Spectroacopy. Two ar1lcles ent~led

"Examples 01 Application 0' MuMH::om­
ponent Analysis Unit for M556 Double
Wavelength/Double Beam Spectropho­
tometer" (ADS-lOS) and "Fur1her Ap­
plications 01 Integrating Sphere Model
200" are available. 8 and 6 pp. Perkin-
Elmer 448

Liquid Chromatography. Three applica.
tion notes in "LC at work" series: #40,
..Reverse Phase Ion Pair Clvomatogra~
phy of High Molecular Weight Quater.
nary Amines"; #41. "Determination of
Free Fatty Acids by HPLC"; #42. "HPLC
Analysis of j.THC and Metabolites in
Biological Fluids". 6. 5, and 4 pp. Varian

447

Portable Thermometer. Specifications
on the digital thermometers. Models
721 and 521. and information on their
surface. liquid emersion. and air tem-.
perature probes are given. 4 pp. Preci-
sion Digital 448

Spilled Mercury. The handling 01 spilled
mercury and the dangers of poisoning
associated with it are discussed in bul­
letin BD-l08. 2 pp. Wilmad Glass Co. Inc.

449

Transient Wavelorm Recording. Spe­
cific research and testing applications
employing transient waveform record­
ers are described. Includes applicallons
for kinetic studies such as stopped flow
and temperature jump. 22 pp. Physical
Data. Inc. 450

For more Inlormallon on listed IIams,
circle the appropriate numbe,. on one
01 our Reade,.' Service Cerds

Spectrometer Leak Detectors. The 938
Series of Instn.mants ere.descrlbed:
Model 938-70 for automaled. liquid nI­
trogen-free. traplesa production tasting;
the 936-80 for all-purposa. c0nvention­
al leak testing; and the 936-85 for ultra­
sensnive. repetitive leak tasllng. 20 pp.
Varian 437

Fluorometry. Discussions of fluoromet.
er use in algae and chlorophyll analysis.
fluorescent dyes as tracers. llow mea­
s..ements. sewer infiltration. lima of
travel studies. and particulate maner
and clarity. 6 pp. T.."." Designs 438

Surfaca Analyats. A summary otlea-
t..... of the Model 525-8X ISS/SIMS Is
presented along with techniques for
pinpointing causes of corrosion. cata­
lyst poisoning. arod other surlace an0m­
alies. 8 pp. 3M Co. 439

Laboratory Inslrumenta. Amino acids.
fast chemical reactions. and ions in bio­
logical solutions are fealta'ed together
with their major applications. 4 pp. 0....
rum 440

MoIature MonItor. Accurate measure­
ment 0' trace moist..e In gas streams
is discussed on the Model 303. Du Pont
Co. 441

Automatacl Analyats. A spacial issue of
Environmental and Procsss Newsleller
deals with automated analysis In tertiary
011 recovery processes and measure­
ment of nutrients in wastewater and
seawater. 6 pp. Technlcon Industrial
Systems 451

Spectroradlomatar System. Describes
the Model 550/555 which integrates the
leat..es o'the Model 550 radiometer/
photometer with the Model 555-61 m0­
nochromator for a high-enlciency mea­
s..ernent system capable of providing
radiometric measurements of both c0n­
tinuous and pulsed sources as a func­
tion 01 wavelength. 6 pp. EG & G Inc.

452

Analytical Tasting Sarvk:M. Describes
various testing and consulting services
available Including gas analysas, mass
spectrometry. gas and liquid chroma­
tography. leak detection. and industrial
hygiene. 15 pp. Gollob AnalytIcal Service

453

High-Intensity light Systems. Fealta'es
complete line of lamp housings. arc
iamps. arc lamp power supplies. and
optics for the generation and control of
high-Intensity light. 16 pp. Schoenelln­
strument Corp. 454

Radlolmmunoasaa,. RackGamma II, a
two-channel version of the Model 1270
RIA instrument. enables users to count
ganvna emllling Isotopes In addition to
1251. 9 pp. LKB Instruments. Inc. 4SS
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Manufacturers' Literature

Liquid Scintillation Countar, Gives op­
erational details and technical specifi­
cations of Ihe RackBela liquid scintilla­
tion counters which feature automatic
operalion and lIexibillly 10 meel re­
quirements in both research and clini­
cal applications. 8 pp. LKB Inslrumenls,
Inc. 458

Catalogs

Constant·Temperature Baths and Clr·
culators. An antidritt temperature con·
tral concept is illustrated and described.
Model specification charts are included.
3 lop. Haake Inc. 459

Laboratory Products. Included are
electrophoresis products. thin-layer
chromalography producls, laboralory
aids. and laboratory filtration supplies.
Gelman tnslrumenl Co. 480

Laboratory Supplies. Comprehensive
catalog 478 includes lab-ware vessels.
filtering devices. tubing and fittings.
coatings. lUbricants. goggles. lens
cleaning stations. first aid products. fire
extinguishers. lab furniture. mixers. and
heating equipment. 108 pp. General
Scientific Equipment Co. 481

Valves and Connectors. Variable bore
and high.pressure valves and fittings
fealured. 20 lOp. Omnifit Inc. 485

Balances. A comprehensive and de­
scriptive catalog on Sartorius balances
and scales. 26 pp. Brinkmann lnstn,..
menIs, Inc. 488

Chromatography Products, Lisls
supplies and equipment for gas. thin·
layer. and high-performance liquid
chromatography as weil as high-purity
lipidS and other chemical standards.
Isotope-labeled compounds, and derlva­
tization reagenls. 192 pp. Applied
Science Laboratories, Inc. 474

Metering Pumps. Describes valveless
metering pumps with flow rates up to
1000 mL/min. 6 pp. Fluid Metering, Inc.

475

Liquid Trans'er Products, Fealures the
fuil pipet i1ne, diluter-dlspensers, and
accessories. 10 pp, Scientific Manufac­
turing Industries 476

Laboratory Supplies and Equipment.
Contains many lIems of Interest to labo­
ratory workers Including cleaning
suppiles and equipment, glassware,
plastlcware. and safety equipment. 120
pp. Interex Corp. 477



FenuIeo lerNlee. right1
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you need them moat.
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and high tamperatures becauM Graphlol< lerrulee

are manufactured entirely without son- or filler.
You won·t.xperience any contamination pr-..e
either ... thanks to their pure graphite compooition.

The size range1 From l4"lor packed columns to
0.8nvn 10< WCOT columns. Larger 0<""­
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Scientific Glass Engineering Pty.Ltd.
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2-day seminars In four cities
HOW TO MARKET LABORATORY SERVla5

Now you can learn how modern
sales and advertising techniques can
benefit a professional orgsnization.
Led by an experienced team. this sem­
inar will give you a complete outline
of how you can use marketing to help
your laboratory grow.

You'll come away with a step·by­
step plan 01 what to do and how to do
it. You'll develop your own skills in
marketing and learn when 10 go tooUI­
side ser\'ices for assistance. You' II re­
ceive practical lools like easy answers

to prospect objections such as "Your
fee is 100 high." or ''I'm already using
anOlher laboratory and I am com·
pl.tely satisfi.d."

You'lI pick up tips like no longer
ending your letters with, "If you have
any queslions. please do nol hesitate
to conlacl us." or "We look forward to
serving you," You'll study examples of
markeling programs already being
used by other laboralories.

Two days ot presenlations and

Plnicipation (trom 8:30 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.) will give you exciting new ideas
that take the myst.ry out of profes­
sional marketing. This same seminar
has b••n an.nd.d by hundr.ds of
laboratory professionals in the last two
years. Registration is $425 lor the first
person from your compat'ly anet only
$325 for each additional person. All
seminar materials and a complete
course notebook are included. Spa...r-e
will be limiled. so send in your reser­
vation today.

SEMINAR TOPICS
• What and Why 01 Marketing • Principles 0' Buyer Motivation • Improving Your Reports • How To Use Aetvertising
• Samples of Professional Advertising Programs. Public Relalions Programs· Personal Selling Techniques· Establishing

Fee/Discounl Schedules· Putting It All Together

HERE'S OUR REGISTRATION FOR:
Additional Seminar details. hot,1
reservailon forms and Invoici Will
be rllurned with conllrmallon.

[; Sin Frlncllco 0 Atllnt.
Oct. 5-6 Oct. t9-20
Airport Hilton Airport Sheraton

o N.w Yorl<
Sept. 21·22
New York Hilton

o Chicago
Nov. 2·3
O'Hare Alrpon Hilton

NAMe __~ _

COMPANY

MAILING AODAESS • _

aTY ~ STATE __.. llf'_. _

The R. B. Harris Company 2829 South 31st Siraet· Lincoln. NE 68502' 402-474-4270
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Archaeological ChemistryReliable
Shakers

When it comes to reliable performance. you can count on
Burrell Wrist-Action~Shakers. They're ruggedly built for
long lile ... some units have been in operation over forty
years. Burrell Shakers duplicate a hand-mixing swirl with
an even motion at all speeds for as long as necessary.
And Burrell's unique Build-Up" System lets your Shaker
grow as your lab grows ... Irom a Shaker that holds
1 to 4 flasks to a Shaker that holds 24. Burrell parts and
accessories are interchangeable. Burrell Wrist-Action
Shakers with Build-Up design ... the Reliable Shaker.

Write lor our literature.

..

BURRELL CORPORATION
: •• 2223 FIlth Avenue. PII(sburgh Pa 15219

Telephone 412-47H?52i

•ADVANCES
IN CHEMISTRY
SERIES No. 138

A symposium
sponsored by the
Division 01 the
History 01
Chemistry of the
American Chemical
Society. Edited by
Curt W. Beck.

Order from:
Spoclal .... Sails
_CllolIicIISociott
1155 su_ St.. N.W.
W......IH. D.C. ZOll36

An invaluable sourcebook and working
1001 describing melhods and case his­
lories in which archaeological ob,ects
are analyzed using bolh established
and new sophisticated techniques.

Thirteen papers highlight: ( I) new
melhods applied to old archaeological
problems. and (2) new Iypes of artilacls
studied by traditional methods.

Nondestructive techniques covered:
Mossbauer elleci spectroscopy. elec­
tron microprobe, x-ray fluorescence
spectrometry. and whole object neutron
activation analysis.

Objects surveyed:
Laurlon lead ores. Sasanlan silver.
Egyptian ponery. medieval stained
glass. Luristan bronze. MeXican silver
and ponery. Near Eastern clays and
IVOry. Chinese ink. Umayyad and By­
zantine COins. Chinese bronze. artists'
pigments. and more.

254 pages. 16 color plates. (1974) S26.50
Clothbound. (ISBN 0-8412-0211-7). Post­
paid In U.S. and Canada. plus 40 cents
elsewhere.
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Catalysts for the Control
of Automotive Pollutants
Advances in Chemistry Series No. 143

James E. McEvoy, Editor

A symp"/um sponsored by the Division of Indus·
trlelend Enf1/~rlnf1Chem/slryend co·sponsored
by tho Board·Councll Committee on Chem/slryend
Pubflc Aftslrs, the DIvision of Envlronmentel Chem·
'-try, the Division of Fuel ChemIstry, end the DM­
eJon of Petroleum Chemistryof the Amerlcen
Chem/eelSociety.
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Books

Defining and Solving Analytical Problems

Applied Problem Solving Through
Creetlve Thinking. J. D. Reid. 20G-page
manual + 6 audiotape casselles (5.7
hours). Dept. 0' Educational Activities.
American Chemical Society. 1155 16th
St., NW., Washington, D.C. 20036.
1978. S155. Additional manuals: 1-9
copies, S13 each; 10-49 copies,
S10.50 each; 50 or more, S9.75 each
Reviewed by Rudolph H. Stehl, Ana­
lytical Laboratory, Rldg. 574, Dow
Chemical, Midland, Mich. 48640

The precept under whieh the ACS
has prepared this course is, "It is an
art that can be learned by studying
techniques developed to aid in our at·
tack on problems." And like the field
of modern analytical chemistry itself,
the successful person is part artist.
part scientist. \Vhile the underlying
science can be taught and learned.
success is also very dependent on the
artistry associated with the applica­
tiun to real problems.

This cnurse, arranged to he accom­
plished in eight sessions, is covered by
six 30-72-min tape cassettes. 30 sec­
tions of text material, and numerous
problem-solving and evaluation peri­
ods. The suggested time for lectures,
discussions. problem-solving exercises,
and review requires a minimum of 18
hO~Jrs,

This course is not primarily de­
signed for the individual scientist, It
is, or could be, of greater value to
group leaders, beginning section lead­
ers, project leaders, or those with aspi·
rations of technical management roles
in industry, academics, or govern·
ment. Some of tbe techniques de­
scribed are, of course, practicable to
the individual chemist, but many re­
quire the participation of interested,
if not willing coworkers.

The author has developed a detailed
and logical progression of topics that
cover the nature of the scientific pro­
cess and the nature of various meth­
ods of defining and solving problems
(brainstorming or deferred judgment,
shared participation, panel consenus,
and the Delphi method). Included are
exercises in problem solving and sev­
eral other "aids" such as mnemonic
mamory peg methods, The coune con·
c1udes with several sections on "seil­
ing" the ideas creoled by these pro·
cesses to others and 8 short section on
organizational planning and team
building, An appendil includes sup·
plemental reading and problem mate·

rial, and both general and specific ref­
erences are given for further study,
Eigbt reprints of select8d articles are
also provided.

For the modern organizational
chemist faced with a bewildering array
of research, engineering, aafety,
health, and environmental consider­
ations and questions, this course prCl­
vides only a brief introduction int<>
how t<> identify and solve the various
problems. It does, however, afford the
group leader, manager, or director (or
those hopeful of those positions) the
opportunity 10 learn about and prac­
tice some of the various techniques by
which researchers can solve problems_
It dues not devote more than the fint
quarter of the course to the creative
process itself.

This course can be recommended.
for study by those people and organi­
zations who hope to weld the scientist
and manager into an effective team.

Aquamelry, Pt. I: A Treatise on MetIl­
ods lor the Determination 01 Water.
2nd Ed. J. Mitchell, Jr., and D. M. Smith.
xi + 632 pages. John Wiley & Sons,
Inc., 605 Third Ave.. New Yorl<, N.Y.
10016. 1977. S29.95
ReL'ieu'ed by H. E. Taylor, Geologieal
SUTl'f'y, Denver Federal Center, Box
25046, Dem''', Cola. 80225

Published as volume 5 in the Wiley­
Interscience series on chemical analy­
sis, this monograph pro\'ides a \'ery
comprehensive survey of the methods
and techniques for the det8rmination
of water. Part I includes an introduc­
tory chapter on the structure and
physical properties of water, and the
remainder of the volume is dedicated
to the detailed description and evalua­
tion of virtually every meaningful
technique for its determination, In­
cluded are chapten on chemical.
gravimetric. physical, thermal. spec­
trophotometric, infrared. nuclear
magnetic resonance. radiochemical,
and other miscellaneous techniques.
Parts II and III of volume 5 (not reo
viewed) are dedicated to electrometric
lechniques and Karl Fischer methods.
respectively,

Each chapt8r is well documented
and starts with some basic fundamen­
tal theory of the principle involved.
A section on the description and char­
act8ristics of the instrumentation or
apparatus required for the det8rmina­
tion is followed by elt8nsive applica-

tions informatioD with detailed eum­
ples_ The scope of applications in­
cludes the det8rmination of both
bound and unbound wat8r in a wide
variety of sample types including at­
moopheric, geologic, agricultural, bio­
logical, and general industrial

This treatise is unique in character,
since it provides the reader with a
compendium of information not gen­
erally available in standard tella OD
analylical chemistry or in monographs
on particular techniques (Le.,IR. UV,
or NMR). The authon have writt8n
a very syst8matic and well-docu·
mented t8lt, with e""ily int8rpreted
figures and illustrations. Many new
references and citations have been in­
cluded with the second edition, mak­
ing tbis monograph current with mod­
ern technology.

Optoacousttc 5pectroecopJ _ De­

tection. YolHian Pao, Ed. xi + 244
pages. Academic Press Inc.. 111 Fifth
Ave.. New Yorl<, N.Y. 10003. 1977. $19

Revieu'ed by R. N. Kni&elry and J. F.
MeClelland, Ames Laboratary,lOUJD
State University, Ame., 1""'0 S()(JI }

The stated purpose of this book is
to pro\;de an introduction to the prin­
ciples and methods of optoacoustic
spectroscopy. The book contains eigbt
chapt8rs dealing primarily with ana­
lytical gas-phase measurementa. The
final chapter treats the recently devel­
oping condensed matt8r applications.
The chapten are written in a readily
understandable fasbion by workers in
the field or in fields closely related,
thus providing a useful source of in­
formation on a growing area of re­
search througb 1976_

The first three chapters CO''8r the
physics of signal generation and detec­
tion, energy deexcitation and transfer
mechanisms following optical aboorp­
tion, and design of the me""urement
apparatus. Sections of particular in·
terest in these chapters include dis­
cussions of optimum optoacoustic 1)'­

tern design, practical design consider­
ations, excitation via intensity and
wavelength modulation, and compen­
sons of the optoacoustic method with
other anaJylical techniques. Chapt8rs
4 and 5 survey tunable incoberent and
laser light sources for the ultraviolet.­
visible and infrared spectral reeiona.
respectively, In chapt8r 4 mOllt of the
discussion concerns urs and nlated
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topiCll such as second harmonic gener­
ation. Incoherent sources and mono·
chromators are treated in less com·
plete detail, which is unfortunate
since this area is important in the op·
toacoustic spectroscopy ofcondensed
samples. Chapter 5 deals exclusively
with laser sources, which is reasonable
because of the low power of conven·
tional incoherent infrared sources.
Many of the laser sources discussed
in chapters 4 and 5 are pulsed rather
than CW and may not be practical for
modulation waveforms approximating
a sineW8ve. Some discussion might
have been given to this aspect since
most of the material in the other chap·
ters does not encompass pulsed excita­
tion.

The final three chapters contain
considerable information aD experi­
mental methods and results obtained
by optoacoustic measurements. The
experimental results presented en­
compass both research studies where
the special capabilities of the opto·
acoustic method were used to obtain
new information and exploratory in­
vestigations where advantages of the
method were demonstrated by com­
parison with results using other tech­
niques. Chapter 6 discusses gas-phase
measurements in the infrared for
vapor identification and quantitation.
Small and large molecule gases, multi­
component mixtures, and molecular
relaxation rates are included in this
chapter. Gas-phase spectroscopy in
the visible and ultraviolet regions is
treated in chapter 7. The signal ampli­
tude and phase are discussed, followed
by illustrative spectra of both signal
components for various gases. These
results demonstrate some of the
unique capabilities of the optoacoustic
tecbnique in the ultraviolet and visi·
ble regions wbere more varied and
complicated processes are associated
with deexcitation relative to the in­
frared.

The final chapter covers condensed
phase measurements including signal
theory and experimental methods,
and presents extensive data for this
sample type. The theoretical and ex­
perimental sections differ from the
earlier gas·phase material due to the
different signal generation sequence
occurring with condensed samples.
The theory presented uses a aimpli­
fied model appropriate for an intro­
ductory treatment. The data include
numerous spectra from studies related
to phyaica. chemistry. biology. and
medicine. wbich also demonstrata
some unique capabilities. This section
unfortunately does not include inter­
esting recent work that has occurred
since 1976.

In conclusion, this book might have
benefited from having an introductory
chapter that could help to integrate
the chapters in terms of an overall pic·
ture. For instance, some chapters use
the term photoacoustic rather than
optoacoustic, which will confuse some
readers. Only in the last chapter does
the reader learn that the term ph';"
toacoustic was instituted to prevent
confusion with the acoustooptic effect
which involves the interaction of light
with acoustic waves in a crystal.

Uqukl C1vometographJ Detectors
(Journal 01 ChromatographJ Ubrary.
Yolo 11). R.P.W. Scon. vII + 248
pages. Elsevier North-Holland, Inc.• 52
Vanderbln Ave.• New York, N.Y. 10017.
1977. $34.50
Reviewed by Ronald E. Majors, Var­
ian Instrument Div., 2700 Mitchell
Dr., Walnut Creek, Calif. 94598

The last several years have seen
great advancements in the reliability
and reproducibility of LC pumping
systems and in the efficiency and sta­
bility of LC columns, but compared
with gas chromatography, the detector
is still the weakest link in the LC sys·
tern. Much work is in progress on de­
tector research to improve perfor­
mance, especially sensitivity. How­
ever, R.P.W. Scott has been able to
present an admirable treatise which
does relate to us how to get the most
information, be it sensiti\'ity or selec­
tivity. out of our currently commer­
cially available and experimental de­
tectors as well as several earlier, now
obsolete, commercial detectors.

The book is divided into four stand­
alone parts: general detector charac­
teristics, bulk property detectors, so­
lute property detectors, and use of de­
tectors. For each part individual chap­
ters then cover specific properties, de­
tectors, or techniques. Each chapter
dealing with individual detection prin­
ciples begins with a general theoretical
coverage. followed by the means of
practical application of the theory,
and finally, when applicable, details
of a commercially available detector,
complete with photograph.

In the first part. general detector
characteristics are discussed. A very
good coverage of the criteria for detec·
tor specification is presented. In addi­
tion to the normal definitions of dy·
namic range, noise, drift, sensitivity,
etc.• some guidelines for evaluating
and minimizing detector characteris­
tica that affect column performance,
like cell volumes and .connecting tub­
ing dimensions. are discussed. The in­
nuence of detector amplifier and reo
corder tima constants on peak shape

is covered as well as the types of filters
that can be used to enhance signal-to­
noise. For those less interested in cov~

ering the details of the units of mea­
surements and symbols derived in the
first 36 pages, a useful summary of de·
tector specificotion criteria is present­
ed in chapter 4. This summary could
serve as a guide (but probably won't!)
to instrument manufacturers for items
to specify in setting detector specifica­
tions. In foct. in loter chapters when
covering commercial detectors, the au·
thor uses this format to summarize
specifications derived from manufac­
turers' literature or by his own experi­
mental determinations.

The second part covers bulk proper­
ty detectors. which as a group are the
least·used LC detectors because of
their f;!encrallack of sensitivity. Un­
fortunately. the refractive index iRl)
detector, the most widely used of this
type. is given equal coverage to dielec­
tric constant and electrical conductivi­
ts detectors, which see almost no use.
Expansion of the HI section to include
more details of the popular Fresnel
type of commercial detector would
have heen useful. Lesser-kllown bulk
property detectors (e.J: .. vapor pres­
sure detector) are given some coverage
at the end of this part.

The third part covering solute prop­
erty detectors was justly given a third
of the book. Such detectors are selec­
tive, usually sensitive, and are the
most widely used today. Of the detec­
tors covered. the ultraviolet absorp­
tion and fluorescence detectors proba·
bly account for 80-90% of those cur­
rently in actual use. A good general
coverage of the principles of operation
of both fixed and variahie wavelength
UV detectors is presented. A detailed
coverage of the microadsorption de­
tector. commercially unavailable for
several years, and the spray impact
detector, which still remains a re­
search curiosity. was unwarranted,
whereas infrared and radioactivity
monitors commercially available for
several years remained unnoticed. Ex­
perimental electrochemical detectors
are covered. but commercial versions
have only become available recently.
Historical detail. of the transport de·
tector (moving wire-FID) were amply
provided, hutthi. could be expected
since the author was a codeveloper of
this device. Unfortunately, the moving
wire·FID detector has gone by the
wayside, having been dropped by the
manufacturer over a year ago. Never·
theless, the details provided here
could .pur some LC'ers to dust off the
detector and have another go at it.

Part 4, "The Use of Detectors in
LC", is probably the most useful sec-
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...because
It's most
usefUl.

The annual ACS
LabGulde is the
definitive directory to
scientific instruments,
equipment, chemicals,
services, books, trade
names, manufacturers
and their sales offices.

It leads all others in
editorial pages, in
adVertising pages, and
in reader usage: more
than 70,000 Inquiries
every year.

now for
the shortof it.
New short columns with economical disposable cartridges
and quick disconnect fittings for fast replacement
mean More Performance at Lower Cost ... MPLC·

HPLCcosts less wIth our new short column SaYe the ....-e.~ the C8rIJldge.
concept OPtimum resuttscan be obtained Because we save end fittings and use a
In routIne separations when a few thousand reusable cartridge holder. costs are cut to
plates are suffiCient Quality routine about half that 01 standard 25 em
separatIOns come easy Wllh our new short anaJytical columns.
columns packed with 10 micrometer Nine dtfterenl sorbIrD. Nine different
sotbants and operating allow t10'0v rates. LiOuosorb' SOC"bants cover reverse
So whenever a few thousand ~ates ace phase, adsorption. POlar bonded and ton
suffICient. you should consider use of MPlC exchange modes of le.
short columns All short cartridges are tested for both
Short columns use lhe samesorbIlnlS. Short eff,ciency and peak skewness. A COO'lIlUler
columns use the same 101.lfflsorbanls found printout listing cartridge S&raal nurn:»er
in our tall columns A separation develOPed and type, test conditions and test results is
In research with our tall columns can be per- included with each cartridge.
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Columns arc 4.6 mm x 10 em. Packing of these new Brownlee columns write tor

~'::~fr~~l~:ce~;~d~~~~~~l~dge. the new four page brochure. Please address
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"MPLC 15 a trademark 01 Brownlee labs t:;;,~~~::S:~~~trac;Mtnalk 01 E Merck.
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tion for the practitioner. The long list
of detectors discussed in the flJ'St
three quarters of the book is distilled
down to the six commercially available
detectors: UV, RI. fiuoresa!nce, con·
ductivity. electron capture. and the
wire transport detector. Guidelines for
selection of the appropriate detector
are given. The reviewer found chapter
3 on practical hints on detector opera·
tion particularly helpful. Some special
detector techniques such as differen·
tial and vacancy chromatography and
aspects of qualitative and quantitative
analysis are discussed. Chapter 5 on
spectroscopic detectors covers LC/UV.
and LCIMS interface. which utilizes
a moving belt to transport the sample
into the MS ionization source, is dis­
cussed.

AIl in all, the book accomplishes
what it purported to do. It gives liquid
chromatographers an overview of most
detection po6Sihilities with the section
on actual use covering only the main
ones. Those detectors that are reo
search curiosities or obsolete detectors
were presented to stimulate research
to develop improved designs or im·
prove e.isting designs. At times the
author gets into minute details of con·
struction that would probahly not in·
terest the average chromatographer.
The te.t is relatively error free. is
quite readable despite its photograph.
ic reproduction, and provides an ade­
quate number of examples. Its cover­
age of hasic principles will not let it
quickly become obsolete in this field
of intense activity. It is recommended
to any liquid chromatographer who
desires to have a thorough knowledge
of detection principles, who would like
to get the most information from his
availahle detectors. or who is inter­
ested in pursuing development of a
new detector.

New Books

Colorimetric Delennlnallon 01 Nonmet·
also 2nd Ed. David F. Boltz and James
A. Howell. Eds. xxII + 543 pages. John
Wiley & Sons, Inc., 605 Third Ave.•
New York. N.Y. 10016. 1978. $33.95

Prior to his untimely death in 1976,
David F. Boltz (editor ofthe first edi·
tion) had done much of the work
toward this edition. including the five
chapters he contributed. Although
written hy different authors, all chap·
ters are organized uniformly into sec·
tions on separations (where applica·
hIe), methode of determination. and

. applications. Moet of the procedures

are described in sufficient detail to
allow duplication without further ref·
erence. The elements covered in 12
chapters are boron, bromine, carbon,
chlorine, nuorine, iodine, nitrogen.
o.ygen, phosphorus. selenium and tel·
lurium. silicon. and sulfur. .

A CrItical R.vI.w 01 Equilibrium Oala
lor Proton and M.tal Compl.... 01
1.10·Phananthroll.... 2.2'-Blpyrklyl
and R.laled Compounds (IUPAC
Chemical Data sart... No. 17). W.A.E.
Mclltyde. x + 78 pages. Pergamon
Press Inc., Maxwell House, Fairview
Pari<. Elmslord, N.Y. 10523. 1978. $11

Because of their remarkahle proper­
ties as ligands, the heterocyclic bases,
1.1O·phenanthroline and 2.2··bipyri·
dyl and a host of their derivatives
have been extensively studied by ana·
Iytical chemists as well as inorganic
chemists. Certain complexes of these
ligands with intense color and charac­
teristic stabilities find a number of
useful applications as colorimetric re­
agents. This book compiles, from the
published data, the equilibrium asso­
ciation constants characteristic of the
reactions of these compounds with hy·
drogen ions and metal ions in solution.
Although the compilation is devoted
mainl}' to aqueous solutions. some
values determined in nonaqueous and
mi.ed solvents are also included. A
coded designation of the e.perimental
method by which each constant was
determined is given, but readers are
advised to consult the original litera­
ture for details.

8G80A/80SS A_Rlbly Language Pro­
gramming. Lance A. Leventhal. xxvii +
344 pagas. Osborne & Associates Inc.,
P.O. Box 2036, Bet1<eley, CallI. 94702.
1978. $7.50

The book assumes the reader's fa­
miliarity with microcomputers in gen­
eral and in particular with chapters 6
and 7 of another book. "An Introduc­
tion to Microcomputers: Volume 1­
Basic Concepts". also published by
Osborne and Associates. The contents
of the 16 chapters include: introduc­
tion to assembly language program­
ming, assemblen;, the 8080A and 8085
assembly language instruction sets,
examples of simple programs, program
looPB. character·coded data, code con·
version, esamples of arithmetic prob·
lems, tables and lists, subroutings,
input-output, interrupts, problem
definition and program design, debug­
ging and testing. documentation and
redesign, and sample projects. Most of
the chapters provide a Bet of exercise
problems.

Worked E.ampl•• In X·Ray Analy....
2nd Ed. R. Jenkins and J. L. de Vries.
135 pages. Springer-Verlag New York
Inc., 175 Filth Ava.. New York. N.Y.
10010. 1978. $9.80

This book with 49 problems and an·
swers is intended os a supplement to
existing texts in the fields of x·ray
spectrometry and x·ray powder dif­
fraction. As tluch. it assumes the read·
er's familiarity with the basic thcory.
All of the problems are presented with
worked onswers side by side and are
divided into five major sections deal­
ing with spectra. instruments. count·
ing statistics. quantitative analysis.
and miscellaneous. \Vithin each of the
five sections. examples of three types
are found. i.e.. either of a general na­
ture or dealing specifically with x-ray
spectrometry or x-ra}' diffractometry.
The examples are rated A, B, and C in
the order of increasing difficulty.

Continuing Series

Systematic Material. Analy.I•• Vol. IV.
J. H. Richardson and R. V. Peterson,
Eds. xviii + 493 pages. Academic
Press, Inc.. 111 Filth Ave.. New York,
N.Y. 10003. 1978. $49.50

The series provides brief discus­
sions on a broad range of instrumental
methods available to the materials al1­
alyst. As such, the scope of each chap­
ter treating 8 particular instrumental
technique is limited to 8 discussiun
sufficient for the analyst to under­
stand the operation and capabilities uf
the instrument. The techniques cov­
ered in volume IV by 14 contrihutors
include atomic abso~ptionand atumic
fluorescence flame photometry. ion
microprobe. mass spectrometry. mu­
lecular weight determinatiuns. neu­
tron diffractometry. particulate char­
acterization. polarimetry. polarogra­
phy, methods for the detecti6n of non­
centrusymmetry in solids, thermoI
analysis. nnd tranl'mission electron
microscopy.

Encyclopedia 01 Electroch.ml.try 01
lhe EI.ment•• Vol, 11. Allen J. Bard
and Henning Lund, Eds. xII + 344
pages. Marcel Dekker. Inc., 270 Madl·
son Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016. 1978.
$75

Volume 11 initiates the organic sec­
tion which in five volumelol will com­
plete this long.standing series on elec·
trochemistry of the elements. The
15th and final volume will be Jlub·
lished in 1979. Volume 11 contains
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"Tr ·ace concentrations.
That'sall AA isgoodfor:'

Pye Unicam laminar flow burners

Fact Results 01 analysis 01 elements in cement and
geological samples. Analyst (19n). 102.64.

The above results kill the myth
that at4mie absorption is only good
lor trace concentrations. The
cement analysis shows very high
and very low concentrations in the
same sample. Silica brick bas
extraordinarily higb levels 01 SiO,.
The iron ore sinter demonstrates
aluminium analysis· not4rioualy
difficult lor other
speclropbot4meters. A micro­
dissolution method needing only
10 mg'018&lDple . specially
developed by Pye Unieam· was

1aminar no.. with very biP .......
bandIin« eapKity.

Pye Unieam capability ill at8mic
absorptiond_not jut meaD tile
supply of outataDdina 8pedI'o­
pbotometen aDd aceullrieL
There are d_outratioa aDd
appIicatioll facilities lor all
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further iDformatioll.
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used lor the silica brick aDd iroa
ore sinter analyses. Copper in
brass ..as also analysed at the 58'/.
level with 0.34'/, precisioD.

Tbe precision 01 these results
was only possible becaU88 of the
unique design of Pye Unieam spray
chambers and burners. Tbe inert
PTFE and pent4D Uned spray
chamber contains a fully adjUlltable
impact bead and brings high
efficiency to the platinum iridium
nebullser with Its tantalum
annulus. Tbe burners have a stable
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two review chapters, hydrocarbons
and hydroxy compounds, each con­
tributed by five different authors. The
chapter On hydrocarbons is divided
into sections on alkanes, aliphatic al­
kenes, aliphatic alkynes, alkylaroma­
tic hydrocarbons, polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons, and miscellaneous hy.
drocarbons. Within each of these sec­
tions and the chapter on hydroxy
compounds, the organization is as fol·
lows: electrode potentials and voltam·
metric properties, electrochemical
studies, and applied electrochemistry.
Each section includes tables of avail­
able thermodynamic, kinetic, vol tam­
metric, and other electrochemical
data, and a critical discussion On the
known electrochemical reactions. The
literature citations include a few from
1976, but in the main the bibliography
does not seem to extend much beyond
1974. The book is reproduced from
typewritten text.

Automated Immunoanal)'SIS, Part 1.
Robert F. Ritchie, Ed. xII + 333 pages.
Marcel Dekker, Inc., 270 Madison Ave.,
New Yor1<, N.Y. 10017. 1978. $34.50

This book is devoted to automated
immunonephelometryand r-adioim­
mUn08SS8YS. The chapters are written
by authors from various teaching hos­
pitals and a leading manufacturer of
automated clinical instruments. Most
chapters present a concise discussion
of the basic chemistry that forms the
basis for the technique and the me­
chanics of the iJ)strumelltation, suffi­
cient to allow the illtended audience,
the clinical worker, to appreciate the
principles behind the particula.r ana­
lytical technique. Topics covered in
the 15 chapters include optical consid­
erations in nephelometry, automated
precipitin analysis, enhancing effeets
of non ionic polymers on immuno­
chemical reactiOns, analytical vari­
ables for specific protein analysis,
comparison irnmunochemical tech­
niques, reference materials for plasma
protein analysis, albumin. automated
determination of immunoglobulins,
automated immunochemical analysis
of serum 19A in a Red Cross donor
population, IgM, transferrin, auto­
mated immunochemical analysis of
human low-density IiPQproteins, inter­
pretation of data: complement con­
sumption detected by multivariant
analysis, physiological and pathophys­
iological study of blood coagulation
system function by plasma fibrinogen
chromatography, and automated
nephelometric analysis of haptens.
The book is a good quality photo-off­
set copy of typewritten text.

Books

U.S. Government Publications

Order copies of the following PRE­
PAID ot the price shown by SO Cat.
No. from Superintendent of Docu­
ments, U.S. Government Printing Of­
lice, Washington, D.C. 20402. Ffreign
remittances must be in U.S. exqhange
and include an additional 25%101 the
publication price to cover mailillf?
costs

Standard X-Ra)' Diffraction Powder
Patterns: $ectlon 14, Data for 68 Sub­
stances. M. C. Morris et al. 143 pages.
1977. $2.75. SO Cat. No. 003-003­
01842-2. NTIS No. NBS.MN-25-Sec. 14

Standard x-ray diffraction patterns
are presented for 68 substences.
Twenty-seven of these are experimen­
tal data obtained with an x-ray dif­
fractometer, and 41 are calculated. All
d-values are assigned Miller indices
determined by cc"llparison with com­
puted interplanar spacing. consistent
with space group extinctions. The
densities and lattice constants are cal­
culated. The calculated diffraction
patterns are computed from published
crystal structure data. Both peak
height and integrated intensities are
reported for the calculated patterns.

Procedures Used at the National Bu­
reau 01 Standards to Determine Se·
lected Trace Element. In 810logtcal
and 804anlcal Materlals. R. Mavrodl­
neanu, Ed. 295 pages. 1977. $7.50. SO
Cat. No. 003-003-01858-9. NTIS No.
N6S-SP-492

This volume consists of 13 papers
describing the analytical procedures
selected at the National Bureau of
Standards (NBS) for the determina­
tion of Ag, AI, As, Be, Bi, Ca, Cd, Cr,
Cu, Fe, Hg, K, Mg, Mn, Mo, Na, Ni,
Pb, Pt, Sb, Se, Te, TI, V, and Zn in bi­
ological and botanical materials. The
procedures a.re used for the certifica­
tion of various substances issued by
NBS as Standard Reference Materi­
als. The specific analytical methops
include sample preparation, neutron
activation anplysis, spark source mass
spectrometric isotope dilution, atomic
absorption and flame emission spec­
trometry, molecular absorption spec­
trometry, fluorescence spectrometry,
and polarography. Further details on
sample preparation, purity of reagent,
and problems associated with blanks
are given in 16 additional papers that
are reproduced in the appendix to this
volume.
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Editors' Column

Instrumentation In Forensic Drug Chemistry

A hospital clinical chemistry labora­
tory receives a sample of stomach con­
tenta obtained from a comatose pa·
tient suspected to be suffering from
a drug overdose. In a matter of several
hours or less, phenobarbital and seco­
nal are identified. The physician is in·
formed, and appropriate treatment re­
sults in the recovery of the patient.

This rapid identification of drugs
is accomplished by chemical ioniza·
tion mass spectrometry coupled to a
computer·based spectral search sys·
tem. The system was developed by
G.W.A. Milne and H.M. Fales of the
National Institutes of Health, and
N.C. Law of Suburban Hospital in Be·
thesda, Md., and is currently in rou·
tine use at Suburban Hospital. The
facility serves Washington, D.C., area
hospitals and receives about 500 cases
per year.

This is just one of the many exam­
ples presented at the International
Symposium on Instrumental Applica·
tions in Forensic Drug Chemistry,
held May 29-30, 1978, in Arlington.
Va. The symposium. sponsored by the
Drug Enforcement Administration,
focused on the advancements of in­
strumental techniques in applications
to forensic chemistry. Leading re­
searchers from the United States and
six foreign nations presented papers
during the four sessions that covered
spectroscopy, computer applkations.
chromatographic advances, and spe·
cial topics.

Drug abuse is a major problem
faced by law enforcement officials
today, and identification of drugs and
related compounds is an important
part of the forensic chemist's job. AI·
though the uample given by Dr.
Milne was of a clinical application of
drug identification, laboratory tech·
niques used in various drug-related
problems, such as emergency drug o\,­
erdoses, drug monitoring, or metabo·
Iism studies, can also be used in foren·
sic cases. For example, the analysis of
an illicit drug mixture by an extremely
sensitive and specific analytical tech­
nique can provide valuable informa·
tion regarding the history of the illicit
material.

Mass spectrometry is currently in
wide use as a method for both qualita·
tive and quantitative determinations
in forensic drug analysis. Its high sen·
sitivity and structural specificity are
the main reasons for its increasing
utility in the identification of thera·
peutic and illicit drugs, their metabo-

lites, and related substances. Often
the materiala being analyzed are com·
plex mixtures, and this has led to the
widespread WIO of gas chromatograpby
coupled to mass spectrometry (GCI
MSI, an extremely powerful tool avail·
ahle to the forensic chemisL

One example of this was presented
by M. G. Horning of Baylor College
of Medicine in Houston, wbo reported
on the routine quantification of drugs
in the picogram range by a GC/MSI
computer system witb selected ion de·
tection. The procedure involves stable
isotope· labeled internal standards.
Quantification is based on the ratio
of stable isotope to sample. The meth·
od is extremely sensitive and specific.
Specificity is improved even further
when tbe chemical ionization mode is
used and if two or more ions are moni­
tored for the drug and internalstan·
dard.

Many of the techniques available
today for drug identification employ
computers for collecting and analyzing
data. Several systems currently in WIO
and reported during the symposium
involve a retrieval· type searcb system
for qualitative identification of drugs.
As in the system used at Suburban
Hospital, compounds are identified
by comparison of their spectroocopic
data to tbose of known compounds.
As tbese systems are improved and
the data bases enlarged, tbey will be­
come more and more important in fo­
rensic drug analysis.

The higb resolving power and sensi·
tivity of chromatographic methods
have made them WIOful in forensic
work. Among the metbods, gas chro­
matography (GCI is the most efficient
and sensitive and is a well-establisbed
part of the forensic laboratory. Wbile
lhe development of GC bas now
reached a plateau, higb-performance
liquid chromatography (HPLCI is
undergoing many new developments
that will be of importance to the fo­
rensic cbemist. HPLC is especially
valuable for polar, involatile, or ther·
mally unstable compounds not ame·
nable to GC. One of lhe most active
areas of researcb in HPLC is in the
improvement of detection systems.
Ultraviolet and fluorescence spectro­
metric, and electrocbemical detectors
are most commonly used today. A
promising technique, the on-line cou­
pling of HPLC to a mass spectrometar
as a detection systam, was discussed
by P. J. Arpino of ECole Polytecbni­
que. This technique provides good

Forensic chemistry:

The application ofchemistry

to legal problems

sensitivity and a wide range of appli­
cations and as an identUlClItioa meth­
od is capable of analyzing DlIDO(ll1UIl

amounts.
R. L. Williams of the Metropolitan

Police Forensic Science Laboratory
in London reported that biB laborato­
ry has been successful in constructing
severallow""",t liquid chromato­
graphs designed for a SpecifIC applica­
tion. Witb isocratic elution. it is poaai­
ble to operate a particular system
under the optimum conditions for the
analysis of a specific group of drop.
According to Wi\liams, there is a great
need for dedicated systems such.
this that can rapidly do a number of
similar analyses. He sees a promising
future for this througb the WIO of liq­
uid chromatograpby.

Irving Sunshine of the Cuyahoga
County Coroner's Lab in Cleveland.
Ohio, discussed the application of im­
munoassay techniques to the detec·
tion of drugs in biological samplea.
These techniques are very sensitive
and bave made it possible to test for
substances previously difficult or im­
possible to measure. The two moat
often used are radioimmunoassay and
enxyme immunoassay. The rapid
speed of the analysis and the minimal
tecbnical skill involved make 0.­
very attractive in routine drug identi­
fication. Specificity is, however, a lim­
iting factor, since structurally nlated
compounds and metabolites may alao
give positive results. As a possibility
for future development, Dr. Sunshine
suggested immunoassay techniqu.
as HPLC detection systems.

As laws are continually being broad­
ened and revised to counter the
alarming increase in crime ratea, law
enforcement agencies will be Iookinc
more and more to the scientUlC com­
munity for advice and technical aup­
port in their efforts. The development
of new and improved analytical tech­
niques will play a very important role
in meeting the future needs of the fo­
rensic scientisL

Deborah C. Slewan
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Three simultoneous LDH reaction rates versus a blank.
using the Automatic Cuvette Programmer with individual
sample offset separating the traces. A Reference Com·
pensator maintained the drilt·free baseline.
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Gilford's Automatic
Cuvette Programmer
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of microcuvettes a
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Accessories to the Gilford Automatic Cuvette
Programmer include an aUXiliary timer for long·
term assays and an analog multiplexer that allows
you to monitor parameters like sample tempera­
ture in sequence with absorbance.

and have chosen a dwell time per cuvette of two
seconds, you'll get a second reading on any given
sample within 14 seconds. More readings per
sample per unit time means that you can more
accurately follow the progress of a reaction.

Design of the Programmer
Makes Recordings More Meaningful

Individual recorder offset controls for cuvette
positions 2, 3, and 4 serve two functions: they let
you separate overlapping traces for clarity in
presentation; and they let you use the most sensi­
tive recorder scale for the sample with the least
activity. There's no need to adjust sample concen­
tration so that all the samples you're measuring
have similar absorbance characteristics.

.Gilford Research Spectrophotometers:
every/ob easler, every result more accurate.

CIRCLE 83 ON READER SERVICE CARD

The four-cuvette Gilford system makes the nec­
essary precision automatic, positioning cuvettes
within 0.025mm time alter time. No bother, no
special (and expensive) optics required.

Manual or Automatic.
Positioning is Convenient and Fast
You can select a single cuvette position just by
pushing a button, or choose a combination of
positions for automatic operotion. You can moni­
tor any or all four cuvettes for precise dwell times
of 2 to 99 seconds. And positioning itself is quick,
just I \12 seconds between adjacent positions. Thus
if you have all four cuvette positions selected,

Positioning Accuracy
Helps Ensure Measurement Accuracy
For accurate, repeatable results, precise sample
positioning is critical. Particularly if you want to
use flow-through or microcuvettes. With such
cuvettes and the associated microapertures, posi­
tioning inconsistencies would be translated into
apparent absorbance errors on the recorder chart.
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Nearly two decades ago the discov­
ery of the optical maser or the laser.
as it is now called, ushered in a new
era. The laser introduced scores of ex­
citing fields of endeavor that affect
physics. chemistry, biology, and engi­
neering. One such field is nonlinear
optics, which arose almost immediate­
ly with the advent of the laser and
grew very rapidly in the years to fol­
low (1). As we shall soon .... the fields
of nonlinear optics and nonlinear
spectroscopy are dependent on lasers
because of the high electric field
strengths available from these intense
sources.

In Figure 1 we depict how a medium
i. p<>larized or how a dipole moment
is induced in a medium in the pres­
enee of high electric fields of a laser
beam. In its most aimplistic mathe­
matical form, the polarization can be
expressed as an expansion in the field
strength as follows:

pc aE+ bE2 +cE3 +... (I)

where P is the polarization, E is the
field strength. a is the linear coeffi­
cient, and b. c, etc., are the nonlinear
coefficients. It is readily ...n that if
a> b > c > ... ,then at low fields.
terms in Equation 1 beyond the rlrBt
are negligibly small, and we are left
with the linear term that characterizes
ordinary linear optics. However. at
greater and greater field strenglha the
higheroOrder or nonlinear terms begin
to contribute significanUy to the over­
all polarization. Let us now consider
the first nonlinear term. which is de­
pendent on the square of the electric
field strength:

P(21 _ bE2 (2)

If the electric field of the electromag­
netic radiation is expreased as a sim­
ple sinusoidal function, E.- Eo cos wI,
where Eo is the amplitude, w is the dr-

cular frequency (in units of radians/s)
of the alternating field. and I is time,
and is inserted into Equation 2, then
the relation becomes:

P(21 = bE02 cos2 wI (3)

which by the trigonometric identity
yields:

p(2) = ~ E02(1 + coe 20:1J (4)
2

Thus, if the aecond-order coefficient
is nonzero, the presence of strong
fields at frequency wallows for the
creation of a new frequency at twice
the fundamental. 20:. The intensity of
the new frequency is very dependent
on the magnitude of the aecood-order
nonlinear coefficient, b. This douh1ing
process is now a routine OperatiOD and
is very useful in producing new Jaer
frequencies. For example, the funda­
mental frequency output of the Nd:
YAG laser at 1060 DJD in the infrared
can be eaaiJy doubled in appropriate
cryataJa to produce green output (532
om) at efficienci.. typically about
30%. This output can be doubled apin
in another cryatal to produce ultravio­
let radiation (266 DJD) apin at bich
efficiency. These frequencies are uaed
in the CARS (coherant anti-Stok..
Raman speclroacopy) experiments to
be discuaaed in this report.

It should be mentioned that the
field strengths in Equation 2 need not
be identical Thus, Equation 3 can be
written more general1y u:

pm - b(Eo' cos ""t)(Eo" coewst) (5)

where Eo' and Eo" are the field
strengths at frequaociea w, and OIL re­
spectively. Again by triIonometric
identity we can _ that new frequen.

cies at "" +"'ll and "" - "'ll are g&ner:
aled. In addition to the SUID and dif·
ference frequenciea, it can be shown
that under tha proper conditions the

Instrumentation

Figure 1. Creation 01 an Induced lleld In
matler by the prllS8f1C8 01 the ..­
electric Ileid 01 8 laser

This article nol BUbJecllo u.s. Copyright
Published 1978 American Chemical Society
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figure 2. Energy level diagram lor typical molecule depicting
Stokes and antl-Stokes Raman shifts

Figure 3. Stokes and anti-Stokes Raman lines for energy
level scheme illustrated in Figure 2
Note lack of anti·Stokes lines except for small Raman shih!

in the infrared spectrum. Raman spec­
troscopy is also useful for eJ.omining
sl:tectra in aqueous solution, 8 medium
that is very opaque on the infrared re­
gion. Unfortunately, however, normal
Raman spectroscopy has many draw­
backs that some of the new nonlinear
Ramsn processes like CARS may in­
deed overcome. A few of these disad­
vantages include very small scattering
cross sections thalare particularly
bothersome for low-pressure gas­
phase spectra. Another problem is in­
terference from fluorescence or lumi­
nescence in the sample. Furthermore.
resolution in normal Raman 6pectros­
copy is limited by the monochromator
and not the laser.

In the CARS process the emission is
in the anti-Swkes region, although
Swkes output is also possible and use·
ful. If "'I is the frequency of one laser
beam and "'~ the other ("" > "'2), then
the anti-Stokes emission occurs at ""3

::: 2w 1 - wz. This emission, which is
ba.icallya mixing of three photons to

that the frequency difference between
the red shifted photons <the Stokes
lines) and the laser frequency is a
measurement of the vibrational
frequencies of the medium. The blue
shifted photons (or the anti-Stokes
lines) are displaced to higher frequen­
cy from the laser frequency again by
an amount equal to the vibrational
frequencies in the medium. The anti·
Stokes lines are usually much weaker
than the corresponding Stokes transi­
tions in ordinary Raman spectroscopy
because molecules must be thermally
populated to vibrational levels above
the ground state (see Figure 3).

Thus, ordinary Raman scattering is
a method of examining vibrational
spectra and is frequently complemen­
tary with information obtained from
infrared spectroscopy (5). For exam­
ple, Raman spectroscopy can be used
to observe homonucJear diatomic mol·
ecules or important vibrational
frequencies in polyatomic molecules
where the modes are weak or inactive

Figure 4. Experimental arrangement lor CARS apparatu;"uSed In making measure­
mentsat NRL
Two 1npuI_ beams and CARS 0UIput do not _ to be focused '" completoly <>v«1appod. This
oHICl II f", Ulwlratlvo _ only

fundamental frequency can be broken
up into two photons of longer wave­
length. This forms the basis of the
parametric oscillator. which is a vel'}'
useful tunable coherent laser source
(2).

U we now proceed to the third-order
term, we see that additional new
frequencies or harmonics arise. By
analogy with the second-order term,
the third harmonic or triple the fun­
damental can be generated. As a mat­
ter offa~ one can use successive non­
linear processes to effectively produce
very high harmonic frequencies. For
example, the 28th harmonic of the
Nd:YAG laser beam has been pro­
duced at frequencies that lie in the
deep vacuum ultraviolet at 38.0 om
(3).

The third-order term can be made
responsible for other processes. For
example, if two laser beams at fre·
quency "" and .,. are coupled in a me­
dium, new frequencies at 2wl - W2 and
201, + .,. are created. It is the former
proceas that we wiab to discuss during
the remainder of this report. However,
our interest in 2wl - W2 is Dot to gen­
erate new frequencies, but to detect
this emission, the intensity of which,
when plotted against frequency (usu·
'aIIy.,.), fOrJl1ll the basis for a new kind
of Raman spectroscopy, which we call
CARS. This nonlinear method, which
has been reviewed extensively by a
number ofauthors in recent months
(4), is only one of many nonlinear
Raman processes, most of which are
just emerging as useful spectroscopic
tools.

In normal Raman spectroscopy a
laser is focused in a sample, and the
scattered light is collected at right an·
gles to tha laser beam. A monochro­
mator is employed to separate the fre·
queney components of the inelastical·
Iy scattered photolll. Figure 2 shows
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However, nuorescence has been 8 no·
toriously severe interference. In Fig·
ure 5 we show two repreRentative
CARS spectra of molecules never be·
fore recorded by normal Raman spec·
troscopy because oC fluorescence inter­
ference (8). These two examples are
Rhodamine 6G and Rhodamine B,
which are such strong nuorescers that
they are amon~ the most potent dyes
used in dye lasers.

In FiKure 6 the CARS specl.ra of D,
and N'l. at the center of an electrical
discharge are displayed (9). These
spectra were recorded with no inter·
ference from the strong blue emission
emanating from the discharge. From
the relative intensities of the various
Q-branches it is possible to measure
the temperature of the gases. Since
electrical excitation preferentially ex.­
cites vibrational modes in these mole­
cules, it is not surprising that the vi­
brational temperature is found to be
much greater than the rotationaV
translational temperature. In D2, Cor
example. T,. ~ 1050 K, whereas T, is
determined to be near ambient (--400
K). On thc other hand, the vibrational
temperature in N:z is much greater
than D:z and is in fact found to be non­
Boltzmann. This fact explains why N,
is a much better energy storage medi­
um for lasers than Doz.

CARS can also be used to measure

..,

Q _---'500:;::.._=;;-_..:5:.:70---' ...:;~---.....::~-- nm

~ ~ -

•

the overall laser intensity and inverse·
Iyas the square of the line width and
the square of the normal Raman cross
section (the inherent intensity of the
normal Raman band). Equation 8 is
shown for only one resonance. Actual·
ly, all resonant materials have many
possible transitions. Thus, Equation 8
should really be summed over all the
resonances in the medium. This sum
becomes squared in Equation 6, re­
sulting in a complicated, but readily
understood interaction among reso­
nances. On the other hand, if there is
no resonant material present (for ex­
ample, pure argon gas), or if we are off
resonance, a residual signal is generat­
ed via the nonresonant susceptibility,
XNR and/or from distant resonances.
This fact is probably the most serious
drawback for CARS because at low
concentrations oC resonant material,
the nonresonant background arising
from the diluent interferes with the
measurement of the resonant signal.
Nonetheless. there are many applica­
tions where CARS is very useful in ob·
taining spectroscopic information that
would be inaccessible by normal
Raman spectroscopy. -

Spectroscopic Applications

One of the most useful applications
of normal Raman spectroscopy is in
the analysis of biological samples (7).

Figure 5. Portion of CARS spectra of two highly fluorescent dyes in solution
(_lO-S 1.4): a) Rhodamlne-6G and b) Rhodamlne.S
NormaJ Raman spectra of theM materials have never been repor16d becau$O of Intense 1a$Of-lnduced
fluorescence back~Ot.nd.Resonance enhancement with elect10nlc transitions In lhose materlala al.
Iow5 one 10 record CARS apect18 81 much lower concentration levels. These ISpec1fa were recorded by
L. Carreira and L Gou .tltle Uolverillty of Georgia

produce a fourth, takes place in any
medium as a result of the third-order
nonlinear coefficient (c in Equation 1)
and hence does not require thermal
population as in normal Raman spec·
troscopy. Consequently, when the dif·
ference in frequency between the two
laser beams is equal to a Raman reso·
nance frequency (i.e., when WI - W2 =
WR). then the conversion efficiency to
"'" (= "" + "'R) is greatly enhanced.
The charscter of the emitted rsdiation
is very different from normal Raman
scattering (see Figure 4). First, the
output is coherent or laser-like (unlike
normal Raman scattering, which is
scattered into 4.. steradians for unpo·
larized exciting light). Second, the
process can be quite efficient (as much
as I'll. of the intensity at ..,.), several
orders of magnitude greater than con·
ventional Raman scattering. Third,
the CARS beam is created in the anti·
Stokes region, which has important
advantages over normal (Stokes·shift·
ed) Raman ecreeL

Mathematical Formulation

Quantitative description of CARS
cannot be derived here, but the theo­
retical development can be found else·
where (6). However, it is useful to dis·
CU88 the various dependences of CARS
as they relate to quantitative, qualita·
tive, and instrumental diagnostics.
The intensity of the CARS signal can
be described approximately by the fol·
lowing relation for focused laser
beams.

(6)

X(3) is called the tbird·order nonlin·
ear susceptibility, the more usual ter·
minology for the coefficient lie" in
Equation I. X(3) is a complex number
composed of a resonant and nonreso­
nant part as indicated below:

X(3) = xReo + xNR (7)

with tbe resonant term equal to:

3xReo = 2 Nc' (du)
"n",2' dO

X "'RtJ.j (8)
"'n 2 - ("" - ..,.)2 - ir<",. -..,.)

and where Pj is the power at w;. n is
refractive index, N is number density,
duldO is the normal Raman cr088 aec·
tion, the product N tJ.j is the difference
in population in the lower and upper
states involved in the transition, and r
is the normal Raman line width. The
remainder are well·known quantities.

From Equations 6-8 it is clear that
CARS differs from normal Raman ef·
fect in that tbe signal is dependent on
the square of the number density or
concentration of the resonant materi·
a\. It is also dependent on the cube of
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figure 7. Spectn.m of N2 1n laboratory llat llama burner (melhana/alr)"
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temperature in flames and other hot
gases, and again the technique is not
hindered by background radiation.
Figure 7 is an example of such. Here a
CARS spectrum of N 2 was used to
measure temperature in a flat flame
burner (methane/air at 1 aim pres­
sure). In this example, the dye laser
was spectrally scanned over several
minutes to achieve the spectrum dis­
played. For many practical combus­
tion experiments where turbulence is
prevalent, spectra must be recorded in
a single shot_ Such spectra can be re-

corded with a broad band dye laser
and a monochromator to spectrally
separate the anti-Stokes frequencies.
An example (IO) of this is illustrated
in FigureS.

Another important application of
CARS is in the analysis of photochem­
ical processes. In Figure 9 we show the
CARS spectrum of photochemical de­
composition products. In this experi­
ment a portion of "'I (at 532 nm) is
doubled a second time to produce a
third beam at 266 nm. These three co·
herent beams (the probing CARS

beams at WI and W2 and the photolysis
beam at 266 nm) are spatially and
temporarily overlapped in 15 torr of
benzene vapor. Nonnally, radiation at
266 nm would not bring about photo­
decomposition in benzene vapor, but
under the intense field stren~ths

available in these coherent sources,
two photons of 266·nm radiation ex­
cite the molecule to energy levels in
the vacuum ultraviolet region. From
the figure, spectral frequencies associ­
ated with saturated, olefinic, and acet­
ylenic hydrocarbons, which are known
photochemical products of single pho­
ton vacuum ultraviolet excitation, are
evident. It is interesting to note that
in these experiments the primary laser
radiation is an infrared laser beam at
1060 nm. All other coherent sources
were generated from this laser. With it
we produced coherent or laser beams
ranging from the visible region to the
ultraviolet. It was even possible to
carry out vacuum ultraviolet processes
without vacuum ultraviolet radiation.
The resultant chemistry and spectros­
copy was the direct result of nonlinear
optics and nonlinear properties in
matter. It is also of value to note that
in the 8-15-ns duration of the laser
pulses and at 15 torr pressure, the
benzene molecule has been photolyzed
and analyzed in a nearly collision·free
environment. Thus, the spectrum
shown in Figure 9 may actually be a
composite of many transient species
as well as stable molecules.

Clearly, the advent of the laser has
greatly extended the resolution capo·
bilities of absorption and emission
spectroscopy because of the extreme
spectral purity inherently available in
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thue Iightoources. Normal_pantane·
ous Raman spectroocopy haa benefited
enormously rrom the laaer in ..""itivi·
ty and sample _i1.8, but resolution haa
lagged. Thio is because in normal
Raman scottering, resolution ia deter­
mined by the monochromator em·
ployed rather than the _pewal width
or the exciting IOBer. Thus, high rew­
lution by conventional Raman lpee­
troscopy is -0.14).01 cm- I with rou­
tine scanning at -5 em-I. On the
other hand. resolution or CARS spec­
tra is usually limited only by the laser
line width and. or course, the spectral
width of the molecular transition.
Hence;"routine" CARS spectra are
recorded at-o.4 cm-' with high reso­
lution at 10-'-10-4 cm- I• In Figure 10
the CARS spectrum or" in methane
i. displayed under high-resolutinn so­
lution conditions (I I). This band is
nearly reatureless under moot "high".
r('solution Raman spectrometers. Also
since CARS emission is collected in
the rorward direction. the doppler
width is C'onsiderably narrowed.

._0(1)

0(0) '. ,(0(2) Q(J)
'-. .... II'

---' ---"'--------

".-,

Figure 8. CARS spectra as recorded simullaneously by dlaI-spectn:m optical rtU­
tichannel analyzer~__....,.. •• tcr ...__r-..oo_._.__
_ .. 25"'-

Rac:w"" wWt~ from ret. 10.~ 1'11.-d 1111 ""*"-' oe fItlIr'IiQ

figure 9. Spectnm obtained bysuper~ lIYee laser beMts
F..... twmonIc ",NO;YAG_I2M M11_ ---."'__...•~ """**'__CARS -..".- ~

Figure 10. HlgIHesolutlon capability 01 CARS. wIllch Is cle8rly rooch Il4*lor to
that obtained with conventional Raman techniques
.ISpoctrum"'_-~"'CH.;b)CARS_"'Q_...,_..
Clio: resolution, 40 ~; J"UU"I. 20_
RepInMd -'"~ tremr.e. , •.~ 11n ""*'*' oe,.....

32503150305029502850

Summary and Conclusions

CARS is 8 new, nonlinear Raman
spectroscopy that has many advan­
tages over normal Raman spectrosco­
py in biological chemistry, combustion
and gas laser diagnostics. high.resolu­
tion Raman spectroscopy, and as a
general spectroscopic tool for photo­
chemical analysis and chemical kinet­
ics measurements, especially on the
nanosecond and picosecond scole. It
will probably never replace normal
Raman spectroscopy ror which there is
commercial equipment. Conventional
Ramon spectroscopy is also I.... cootly,
is easier to employ, and has wider ap·
plicability than CARS. At present,
CARS is progressing somewhat in pro­
portion to advances in laser technolo­
gy. The most serious drawback ror
CARS. however, is the problem or in·
lerrerences caused by the nonresonant
or residual background that limits the
sensitivity or the technique to -1% in
solution or -10-1000 ppm in gaseous
mixtures. Nonethel.... CARS will un­
doubtedly continue to prove i18eJr as
an important specialized tool ror diag­
nostic applications where other tech·
niques are more dirficult or impossible
to use. Furthermore, the problems
with background interference may be
solved. Already some favorable sam·
pies have been examined by CARS to
10-7 M by means or eleclronic reso·
nance enhancement. Clearly, there
will be additional advances made to
improve the technique.

Finally. CARS is only one or several
even newer nonlinear Raman epee·
troscopies that may have even greatar
applicability than CARS. Th... non­
linear Raman techniques will be re­
viewed as they pertain to chemical
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The Status of Academic Analytical
Chemistry

On p 849 A of the current issue, Dr. Janet Osteryoung of the National
Science Foundation describes a survey of analytical chemistry faculty
in graduate chemistry departments in the United States and Canada.
This survey was carried out by comparing trends in the numbers of an­
alytical chemists compared with chemists as a whole, as determined by
examination of the 1971, 1975, and 1977 editions of the ACS Directory
of Graduate Research. To quote her summary, "There has been a pro­
nounced increase of analytical chemists in graduate departments, the
increase is greater than that of all chemistry faculty, and the increases
pervade all types of institutions".

On p 852 A, we carry a follow-up of an article by Rodney T. Hartnett
et a!. in Science, 199,1310 (1978) in which the peer ratings of faculty
quality in three specialties (chemistry, history, and psychology) are
compared with corresponding ratings of subspecialties in each field in
25 diverse institutions. The striking conclusion was that with the single
exception of analytical chemistry, the subspecialty ratings correlated
reasonably well with the ratings of the three specialties as a whole. Upon
closer scrutiny, it turned out that the poor correlation for analytical
chemistry resulted from four departments of the 25 being weak in
graduate analytical chemistry while being exceptionally strong in
chemistry as a whole.

According to the third annual survey of academic openings carried
out by the ACS (Chern. Eng. News, June 19, 1978, P 39) analytical
chemistry rates first in the number of vacancies. Of the 310 available
positions reported in 324 schools surveyed, 78 will be in analytical
chemistry as compared with 64 in organic chemistry, 49 in physical
chemistry, 45 in biochemistry, and 42 in inorganic chemistry.

These studies reinforce the feeling that academic analytical chemistry
has been on the upswing during the recent past and also that in a few
departments of high quality, analytical chemistry is being relatively
neglected. Other departments of recognized excellence have maintained
high quality analytical programs and, of course, in several notable de­
partments, analytical chemistry is well in advance of the department
as a whole. All of this might seem too trivial to deserve special mention
except for the fact that the top-rated departments tend to serve as
models for less prestigious ones. Those responsible for deciding the future
of graduate programs would be well advised to look more deeply than
just at a few top-rated chemistry departments before concluding that
analytical chemistry need not playa significant role.
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Determination of Lead in a Chloride Matrix
with the Graphite Furnace

D. C. Manning and Walter Siayln'

The Perl<In-EJmer Ccrporstlon. Norwsl<. Connecllcvt 06856

We report conditions permitting the accurate and sensitive
determination 01 lead In a chloride matrix using the graphite
furnace. By comparison wllh some previous procedures, we
achleye this analysis by using ramp atomization, area Inte­
Ilratlon, molybdenum coating of the pyrolytlcally-coated
Ilraphlle tubes and by adding NH.NO. as a matrix modllier.
We are able to detect lea than 20 pg Pb In solutions c:ontalnlng
1% NaCI or MgCl., which Is equivalent to 0.1 I'g Pb/g 01 the
solid sail.

Lead is probably the most frequent determination per·
formed in the graphite furnace, and a chloride matrix is
probably the m08t ubiquitous. In eeveralsuch studies. worke..
have independently found that the presence of magnesium
greatly intensifies the chloride interference on lead. We have
chosen to use several alkali and alkaline earth chlorides as
models in our interference studies on lead with the expectation
that techniques which will control these interferences will
control the interference of chloride in the presence of most
other cations.

We have attempted to evaluate experimentally and compare
the various propoeals and suggestions in the literature relating
to the interference of chloride in the determination of lead.
The literature ill often contradictory, and some of these
contradictions are illuminated. M08t of our experiments used
MgCI, as the test matrix since several autho.. have reported
this to be the most troublesome.

Interferences, especially their degree, are very dependent
upon the design of the system. Indeed, the effects of a po­
tential interferent upon the Pb absorption vary significantly
during the life of an individual graphite tube, as found by
Fuller (I), which we have confirmed.

In early applications work with the furnace, Fernandez and
Manning (2, 3) found that the presence of NaCI reduced the
apparent lead found. Studying this interference, Ediger (4,
6) introduced the concept of "matrix modification" by sug­
gesting that the drying or cbarring properties of the sample
matrix be deliberately altered by chemical additions. IT NaCI
ill a major matrix material, it will produce a large background
signal unless it is driven off in the ashing cycle. However,
many analyte metals are l08t at temperatures lower than that
whlch will drive off the NaCI. Ediger proposed the addition
of NH.NO, to convert the NaCI to products which can be
driven off in the ashing step, below 500 ·C.

Many worke.. have studied the lead-chloride system both
theoretically and experimentally (6-17). The molecular
absorption spectra of various gaseous metal halides have been
publiahed (17-21) and have shown that the background signal
observed when NaCI is a m~or matrix material is not simply
light scattering but includes molecular absorption by the NaCI
molecule.

Lead was determined in waters of low salinity by Regan and
Warren (22), and potential interferences were studied by
adding 100 /li/mL Ca, Mg, Sr, and Ba to HCl and HNOs
solutions. The wo..t interferences resulted from the Mg in
HCI solution. These autho.. found that addition of 1'Yo

ascorbic acid to each of the interference solutions reduced all
of the interferences to less than 7"10. It was shown that the
presence of calcium broadened and shortened the peaks, while
the presence of chloride reduced the total peak area.

Fuller (1) states that oxalic acid decomposes completely to
CO, below 300 ·C and that when oxalic acid and PbO are
heated together in an inert atmosphere at 300 ·C, free Pb is
produced. Thus, he found that 1'70 oxalic acid removed the
characteristic interference of 0.1 '70 MgCl, on the Pb absorption
signal.

Hodges (23) found considerable 1088 of Pb signal when 475
Jlg/mL MgCl, was added to 0.1 lli/mL Pb solution. The effect
was completely removed when 2'70 H,PO. was added.
However, urine samples treated with H,PO. produced erratic·
results. When the graphite cylinder was pretreated by 10
firings with a 1"10 ammonium molybdate solution, the
background absorption was greatly reduced and ortho­
phosphoric acid then suppressed the interferences in urine
analysis for Pb.

Significant interferences in the determination of Pb, Cd,
and Se in samples containing 5'70 HCl were found by Henn
(24). For Pb, these interferences were controlled by adding
200 Jlg/mL Mo to samples and standards. The furnace tubes
were preconditioned by several firings with the Mo solution.

In a study of Pb in NaCl solutions, Frech and Cedergren
(13) found that nonatomic absorption caused by 2 JlL of 2'70
NaCI was observed alone and in the presence of 1.3 M
NH.NO, or 2 M HNO,. The nonatomic absorption disap­
peared above about 1000 ·C for NaCI alone, while both
treatments accomplished removal of the NaCI at about 500
·C. Hydrogen was not sufficiently effective as a suppressor
for the Pb-NaClsystem. Without NaCl, no Pb was lost while
asbing up to 900 ·C. When Pb was determined in NaCI, with
and without 2 M HNO" Pb was not lost in ashing below 630
·C. However, even in 2 M HNO" not all the Pb appeared
to be measured.

In another study of the determination of lead in wate.. of
low salinity with the graphite furnace, Thompson et al. (25)
found a considerable suppression of signal for many of the
components typically found in polluted water. However, the..
autho.. were not able to frod any improvement when hydrogen
was added to the nitrogen gas as suggested by Frech (15) or
when ascorbic and oxalic acid were added as suggested by
Regan and Warren (22) or when ammonium nitrate was added
to the semple as suggested by Ediger (5). These autho.. found
that they could reduce the interference from the various
sample constituents by treating the graphite tube with
lanthanum. Solutions of lanthanum nitrate hexahydrate were
heated to high temperature in the tube, and the tube was then
used for the Pb determination. Presumably this alters the
surface of the tube with a layer of lanthanum carbide.

In spite of these problems, several autho.. have shown that
lead can be determined if certain precautions are taken. Shaw
and Ottaway (26) found that interferences in the detarmi­
nation of Pb were serious only in a chloride medium. They
developed a graphite furnace method for Pb in steel and iron
by dissolving the sample in nitric acid. Barnett and
McLaughlin (27) also determined very low levels of Pb by
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Table I. Experimental Condition.

A 217 nm, .Ut 4 (0.7 nm)
PbEDL
D1 background correction used
furnace: .tep 1 (dry), 110'C for 20.

• tcp 2 (char), ramp 15',550'C for 15 •
•tep 3 (atomize), ramp 9',2500'C for 9.
argon now, 12 mL/min
15-5 integration

avoiding a chloride medium and choosing nitric acid for'
dissolution. Frech (28) developed a method for very low
concentrations of Pb (less than 1 ~g/g) in steels. The steel
was dissolved in 2.5"10 HCI and 1"10 HN03 (aqua regia) in
which the sample is 0.25"10. Using 5 ~L of this solution, it
proved possible to ash the sample in the temperature range
from about 660 to 740°C. In this temperature range, Frech
found that the chloride could be driven off prior to atomization
and that no lead was lost for these specific materials.

McArthur (29) reported the effects of chloride on the Mn
determination with results that are very similar to our ob·
servations for Pb. He found that NH,N03 largely removed
the effect.

EXPERIMENTAL
The Perkin-Elmer Model 603 atomic absorption spectro­

photometer was used with the Model HGA-2200 graphite furnace
with the Temperature Ramp Accessory. The Model AS·) Auto
Sampler was used to improve precision and to reduce the fatigue
associated with the large number of samples that were fun. All
furnace sample dosage volumes were 20 1JL. When 8 specific
weight of lead (i.e. 2 ng) is referred to, we mean amount present
in a single 20·J.IL dosage.

The analytical experimental conditions are as indicated in Table
I. Using the Pb electrodeless discharge lamp (EDL) which is
many times brighter than Pb hollow cathode lampe (30), we found
the 217.0·nm line to be preferable. The 217.0-nm line lies just
outside the strong molecular absorption band of NaCI (18-20).

In this study it proved always necessary to usc the deuterium
background corrector when there were significant amounts of
chloride matrix present. Throughout this study, the background
signal was recorded simultaneously with the analytical signal on
8 Perkin-Elmer Model 56 tw<rpcn recorder using the deuterium
arc as the light source. To record automatically the absorption
signal with no sample present. we used 8 circuit described by
Epstein (3J). Most measurements were repeated in triplicate.
A recording pyrometer, the Ireon Modline Model 2000, was used
during all of these experiments. Integrated absorbance readings
were printed using the Perkin-Elmer PRS-IO Printer Sequencer.

In this study, we frequently found samples where quantitation
by measuring peak area (32,33) produced less epparent analytical
interference than did the measurement of peak height. To obtain
optimum signals for peak area required somewhat different
conditions than were optimum for peak height. Except for
determination of concentrations within ten times the detection
limit, we used area integration throughout the study.

The gas now meter was approximately calibrated for argon flow.
A flow of "12" was approximately 12 mL/min, "20" was about
24 mL/min end "30" wes about 45 mL/min. This is the now
through the graphite tube during atomization.

RESULTS
Since there is important interaction between the various

parameters that have been studied in the lead-duoride system,
experiments were conducted to study separately the effect of
each of the potential parameters.

Furnace Parameters. Our furnace conditions are similar
to those recommended (34) for Pb. We find that a short (9-s)
ramp atomization provides some separation between the
background and the Pb absorption peak and thus reduces the
problems associated with large background signals.

An investigation of the rate of heating in the atomization
step (550 to 2000 °C) showed that approximately 140 °C/s
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maximized tha integrated lead signa!. ~ the heating inaeued
the signals became amaller reaching 25% of the maximum at
700 °C/a. At heating rates alower than 140 °C/a, the peaks
became broad. This was independent of tha presence of M&C12
matrix. This result was found with ordinary graphite sample
tubea as well as with tubes that were pyrolytically coated.

The char temperature was atudied using a solution con­
taining 2 ng Pb, 5"10 oxalic acid, and 0.4"10 MgCl, with an
atomization ramp time of 9 a. No lead was loat in charring
below 690 °C while the loss was aignificant at 920 °C. The
lead absorption aignal was inse:>sitive to changes in char times
of 5 to 45 a, or to the use of ramp charring. The background
signal in the atomization step remained constant for all the
variations in char parameters, including charring at 920 °C
where one third of the lead was loat_

The use of gas stop instead of a low argon now through the
furnace tube during atomization increased peak area by about
15"10. With real samples that contain a considerable matrix
not destroyed during the charring step, operation with gas stop
may be impractical since the windows collect a coating which
must be removed.

Graphite Tube Surface Treatment. Manning and
Ediger (35) showed that pyrolyticaJly coating the graphite
furnace tubes provided about 70% increase in sensitivity for
Pb when either peak height or peak area was used for
quantitation. Recent work in our laboratories (36) indicates
that this increase comes about by reducing the Pb vapor lost
through the walls of the porous graphite tubes.

Treating the surface of the graphite tube with carbide­
forming elemenlB has been reported by Runnels et a1 (37) who
thereby improved the sensitivity and precision of the beryllium
determination. The authors examined the surface of mo­
lybdenum-treated tubes by x-ray diffraction and found that
the inner surface was coated uniformly with molybdenum
carbide. Thompson et aI. (25) used a lanthanum prelJ'eatment
technique to reduce interferences on lead determination in
stream and waste water_ Cioni et aI. (38) heated titanium
dioxide in the furnace to provide a layer that prevented Ba
from reacting with the graphite. Without the coating, there
were interferences in the determination of Ba in silicate rocks.

Several workers (23, 24) have observed that treating or
alt»ring the sample tube surface with molybdenum reduces
the effect of chloride interferences on lead. Ortner and
Kantuscher (39) compared foil linings of tungsten and tan·
talum with treating the furnaces with salts of the same metals.
The salt treatment produced metal carbide surfaces which
produced a better environment for the determination of
silicon.

The early days of our study were plagued by difficulties in
repeating observations from day-to-day and by differences
from one graphite tube to another and between pyrolytic and
nonpyrolytic graphite tubes. During this time Fuller (1)
observed that the surface condition of the graphite furnace
tubes has a great effect upon the degree of interference of
MgCl, on the determination of Pb. In a new graphite tube
or a pyrolytically·coated graphite tube, MgCl, strongly in·
hibited Pb absorption, while a used tube that had become
coated with soft graphite exhibited much less interference.
This helps to explain the lack of reproducibility of the MgCl,
interference and the variety of results found by different
workers (II, 22-24).

We investigated the treatment of the tube surface as
suggested by Henn (24) and Hodges (23) as a control for this
variability. Molybdenum was used to coat graphite tubes
which had not received a pyrolytic graphite coating as well
as tubes that had received a prior coating of pyrolytic graphite.

A molybdenum solution was made by dissolving 9.2 g of
(NH,)oMo,O,,-4H,o in 40 mL of 5% NH.OH and diluting to
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Table II. Durability of Molybdenum Coating
integrated absorbance, abs-s

sequence 0 0.2 0.4

1 0.73 0.72 0.76
2 0.79 0.82 0.86
3 0.75 0.75 0.77
4 0.77 0.78 0.81
5 0.76 0.78 0.80
6 0.79 0.78 0.80
7 0.79 0.79 0.79
8 0.79 0.81 0.83

0.8

0.87
0.90
0.98
0.86
1.01
0.86
0.94
0.86

1.2

0.74
0.87
0.87
0.88
0.88
0.88
0.85
0.87

1.6

0.57
0.82
0.80
0.83
0.79
0.88
0.88
0.90

(MgCl,,%)

Agwe 1. Ellect or successive molybdenum treatments on a pyro­
IyticaIly-<:oated ",aphha tube. The test solution was 20 ~L of a solution
containing 0.2 ng Pb. 1% NaCI. and 4% NH.NO,. Tha Instrumantal
conditions were 8S given In Table 1. Segment A is the absorbance
before molybdenum treatment. B is the same solutIon after a single
molybdenum treatment of the tube. C resulted after the second
treatment and 0 after the third

50 mL in a volumetric flask. This results in approximately
10% Mo (w(v). A tube is conditioned by introducing 25 ~L

of the molybdenum solution through the sample introduction
hole and using the furnace program shown in Table I, except
that during step 3 the purge gas is stopped to reduce the
convection of the vaporized molybdenum out of the sample
tube. The treatment is repeated for three sequences.

Figure I shows the effect of successive molybdenum
treatments. A tube which had previously received a pyrolytic
coating was fired with a solution containing 1% NaCI,4%
NH.NOs, and 0.2 ng Pb. The resulting recorder tracing is
ahown in Figure IA. The tube was given a single molybdenum
conditioning as described above, and 20 ~L of the same salt
solution was again fired, with the result shown in Figure 18.
The tube was molybdenum-conditioned a second time, and
the I % salt solution again fired with results shown in Figure
IC. The conditioning was again repeated, and the resulting
tracing is shown in Figure lD. Two further conditionings and
firings produced no apparent change in the tracings which are
not shown here.

The f1l'8t peak in each tracing is produced by lead and varies
only sligbtly as the conditionings are repeated. The pattern
foUowing the lead peak is caused by residual uncompensation
of the background.

Figure 2 summarizes the effect of MgCl, on the lead signal
when.using tubes with and without the described treatment.
Five tubes were investigated: two pyrolyticaUy coated tubes,
one having been molybdenum-treated and an untreated tube
as a control; three standard tubes, one having been molyb­
denum-treated, and two untreated controls, one unused and
one previously used extensively. Solutions containing 2 ng

Figure 2. Interference of MgCI2 on Pb absorbance in vsrtous graphite
tubes. The test solution contained 2 ng Pb and varying amiJunts of
MgClz. The mean integrated absorbance (abs·s) of six consecutive
firings was used for each data point shown. Curve' represents a
pyrolytlcalty~oated tube that also received the molybdenum treatment
whUe curve 3 is a pyrotytically-coated tube without the treatment. An
ordinary graphite tube that received the treatment Is shown as curve
2, while curves 4 and 5 are ordInary tubes without treatment. Curve
4 was made with a previously unused tube while curve 5 utilized a
well-used tube

Pb and 0 to 1.8% MgCI, were run in the several tubes. While
integrated peak area is shown, a plot of peak height showed
similar results. The improvement realized by molybdenum
coating is greater for pyrolytically-coated tubes (curves 1 and
3) than for ordinary graphite tubes (curves 2, 4, and 5). There
is a small but real difference between a used and unused tube.
This confirms the observations reported by Fuller (1). The
precision with the molybdenum-coated tubes was generally
better than 2%, expressed as a coefficient of variation, while
the uncoated tubes provided precision often several times
poorer.

One factor that is important in determining the value of
the molybdenum surface treatment is how long it lasts. We
treated several tubes and then made a large number of re­
peated runs to see the change with time. A typical example
is shown in Table II. The solutions contained 2 ng Pb. Since
this test was also associated with a matrix modification ex­
periment, all solutions also contained 5% (w(vl NH,N03·

Each solution was run in triplicate or quadruplicate before
moving to the next solution (higher MgCI, content). At the
end of the sequence a water blank was run to check the
baseline. The eight sequences represent 208 individual firings
of the tube. The test was discontinued after 208 firings al­
though the tube was stiD satisfactory and was used for other
tests. There was no change in the results that could be at­
tributed to deterioration of the molybdenum coating. Tbe
first sequence in the series of eight sbows results different from
the seven following. This indicates that a short run-in may
be necessary for the molybdenum coating.

Matrix Modification. Several workers have shown that
adding various substances to a solution containing chloride
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Figure 3. Effect of several matrix modifiers on the~ interference
In the determination 01 lead. The lest solution contained 2 ng Pb and
varying amounts of MgCI,. (1) No modifier. (2) H,PO, 2% v/v. (3)
Sucrose 5% w/v. (4) NH..N03 S% w/v. (5) Oxalic acid 5% w/v

reduces the chloride interference on lead. Substances which
have been proposed are: dicarboxylic acids (1,22), nitric (13)
and phosphoric (23, 40) acids, ammonium nitrate (5), and
sucrose (22). We have investigated the relative efficiencies
of several of these materials, and summarize our results in
Figure 3. The experimental samples contained 2 ng Pb and
concentrations of MgCI, varying from 0 to 4%. Three rep­
licates of each solution were run and the means of the in~

tegrated absorbance were plotted after correcting for blank
values. A new pyrolytically-coated tube, treated with mo­
lybdenum solution, was used for each different matrix modifier
sequence.

Figure 3 shows the suppressive effect of MgCl, on lead in
the ahsence of a matrix modifier, and also the effect of
separately adding H,PO. 2% wlv, NH.NO, 5% W lv, oxalic

J
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acid 5% wlv, and sucrose 5% w/v. The addition of ortbo­
phosphoric acid produced greater background signals than
corresponding amounts of the otber substances, and for this
reason a smaller amount was added. Also preliminary ex­
periments indicated that there was little improvement by using
larger concentrations of H,PO•.

In addition to the substances included in Figure 3 other
organic acids were investigated: citric, L-ascorbic, tartaric,
and maleic. These provided results similar to oxalic acid, in
some cases giving slightly less protection. In an attempt to
look at otber organic materisls with properties similar to
sucrose, a six-carbon chain alcohoL sorbitol, was selected. This
material is very similar to sucrose in its carbon, hydrogen, and
oxygen content, as well as being water soluble. When it was
used as a matrix modifier, however, the results were only
slightly improved (400/0 to 50%) compared to no matrix
modification, and clearly less than the effect produced by
sucrose. The protection mechanism therefore appears to
involve more than merely the constituents of the substance
added.

An examination of matrix modification substances used
with NaCI revealed that NH.NO, was slightly superior to the
dicarboxylic acids in protecting against interference_ Therefore
NH.NO, was chosen for subsequent experiments with NaCl
Figure 4 shows the effect of varying the concentration of
NH.NO, on the lead signal and 1% NaCI background signal.
The background only signal (top tracing) was obtained si­
multaneously with the lead absorption signal (bottom tracing)
by using a two-pen recorder, \\;th the second pen recording
a signal from the spectrometer reference beam_ The reference
beam signal was recorded as percent absorption, with 100'70
corresponding to complete beam attenuation. The background
is greatly reduced (from 93% to 27'70) as the amount of
NH.NO, is increased. In the absorbance signal, the matrix
provides a second broad peak which is not appreciably altered
as the NH.NO, is increased. The second peak must be ex­
cluded from quantitative measurements at low concentrations
of lead.

Calcium chloride also produces a significant inhibition in
the Pb absorbance signal in the furnace. Using the experi-
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Flguro 4. Effect of NH.NO, on the Pb abSO<tlance signal In an NaC! matrix. Tho test solution contanld 1% NaC! and tho Pb and NH.NO, shown
In the figure. Tho upper curve Is tho background absorption. Tho conditions were as In Table I except thaI tho 12 mLImin 01 argon tlowed for
a 6-5 atomization period after the 9-5 ramp
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Rgure 5. Absorbance of solutions containing 1% MgCI2 and 4%
NH..N03 . The analytical conditions were as In Table I. The absorbance
expansion was Sx, The blank absorbance corresponds to 0.009, the
0.04 ng Pb _ to 0.014, and the 0.2 ng _ to O.03S. Corrected
for the blank, the 0.04 addition yielded an absorbance of 0.005, the
0.2 addition an absorbance 01 0.026. Tha blank contained about 0.07
ng Pb

mental conditions of Table I and a pyrolytically-coated tube
that had been molybdenum-treated, varying concentrations
of CaCl, were analyzed. The test solutions contained 2 ng Pb,
varying amounts of CaCI" and 4% (w/v) NH,NO,. The
interference of up to 3% wlv CaCl, was controlled by 4%
NH,N03. The background signals were recorded during these
experiments. When 3.3% CaCl, was atomized, the background
absorbance was greater than 2. Nevertheless, the peak ab­
sorbance signal proved to be analytically useful. This is
because the ramp atomization separates the background signal
from the Pb absorbance signal. As we found in the case of
the MgCl2 experiments discussed earlier I very high concen­
trations of CaCI, produced a trailing second peak on the Pb
absorbance signal. As before, it was an uncompensated
baseline upset and did not correspond with Pb.

Pb Detection Limit in NaCI and MgCl,. We have es­
tablished the approximate detection limit for Pb in NaCI and
MgCl, matrices using the recommended procedure. We have
not established the limiting amount of the salt matrix that
can be accommodated in the graphite furnace, but we have
shown that a 2G-I'L sample containing 1% NaCI or MgCl, (0.2
mg) can be handled using 4% (wi v) NH,N03.

Numerous experiments showed that variation of the
NH,N03 between 2 and 15% (w/v) produced no significant
effect upon the Pb signal with the 1% NaCI matrix, although
as reported in an earlier portion of this paper, the background
signal varied with the amount of NH,N03 added.

Figure 5 shows tracings of a blank and solutions containing
additions of 0.04 and 0.2 ng Pb to 1% MgCI, and 4%
NH,N03• Correcting the two additions for the absorbance
of the blank, that is, the amount of Pb in the 1% NaCI and
4% NH,N03, yields absorbances that are linear with the
concentration of Pb. Approximately 0.07 ng Pb is indicated
as present in the 0.2-mg MgCl, blank sample, or about 0.35
I'g Pb/g MgCI,.

In both the NaCI and MgCl, experiments we could have
detected as little as 20 pg Pb or O.ll'g Pb/g of the solid salt.
This is still about lOX poorer than the detection limit one can

achieve in simple aqueous solutions (34).

CONCLUSION
Many hundreds of results on many different graphite tubes

with different histories show that we can quantitatively
measure very small amounts of Pb in a chloride matrix.

To do it:
(1) We use a short atomization ramp that separates the

residual background due to the NaCI from the lead absor­
bance.

(2) We coat the interior of the graphite tubes with mo­
lybdenum to get reproducible signals for Pb in this matrix.

(3) We add 4% NH,N03 as a matrix modifier to remove
much of the chloride matrix during the char cycle at tem­
peratures well below those that cause loss of Pb.
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ficient application of this preconcentration technique. The
present report describes the use of an oversize graphite tube
furnace in a flameless atomization system and includes
procedural innovations for rapid evaporative preconcentration
and analysis of silver in precipitation.

EXPERIMENTAL
Apparatul. The atomic absorption system and operating

conditions used are summarized in Table I. The standard
graphite lube furnace was replaced by the ovenize unit shown
in Figure I. The internal volume of this furnace is nominally 0.2
mL. A small indentation was drilled opposite the il\iection port
to facilitate control of the localization of samples injected.

Reagent•. All nitric acid used was doubly redistilled in quartz
and stored in Teflon bottles prior to use. Dilutions of thi. acid
were made with distilled-deionized water previoU!ly stored in
polyethylene bottles. The silver blank of 3 M acid prepared from
these reagents was consistently less than 2 X 10-- I'g/mL,
Analytical standsrds were prepared from AR grade AgNO, dis·
sol\'ed in 3 M HNO, and stored in Teflon bottles. A 0.1 % (wIv)
solution of paraffin in AR grade cyclohexane was used as a
pretreatment dip for the furnaces.

Proced ure•• Falling snow samples were collected in plastic
bags held 1 m above the ground by support frames. Sampleo were
retrieved as soon as snowfall stopped and were held frozen until
analyzed. Rainfall ssmples were collected in acid washed, I·L
polyethylene bottles fitted to the stems of 30-cm diamster
polyethylene funnels set 1 m above the ground. Each rain water
collection bottle was spiked with 10 mL of 3 M HNO, prior to
collection to inhibit losses of silver through wall adsorption.
Rainfall samples were frozen 88 Boon as possible after collection
and retained in that form for storage. Sample collsctions were
made by cooperative observers previously made aware of pro­
cedures necessary to preserve the samples and avoid contami·
nation.

In preparation for analysis, snow samples were thoroughly
mUted in the bags and a fraction of each was transferred to ama11er
bags for melting .t room temperatur•. A volume of 3 M HNO.

sheath gas

furnace

Table L Summary of Instrumentation and
Operating Condition.

spectrophotometer
atomization unit
furnace conditions

dry
ash
atomize

background correction

I Present addresa, Environmental Research snd Technology, Inc.
Fort Collins, Colo. 80521.

2 Present addreaa. Meteorology Research, Inc.. Altadena. Calif.

The effectiveness of silver iodide as a westher modification
agent has been extensively studied, It has been demonstrated
that seeding with relatively small amounts of silver iodide,
under proper dispersion conditiona, can measurably increase
precipitation from certain orographic and cumulus formations
(1), Higher concentrations of silver in seeded vs, unseeded
precipitation is considered partial evidence of an effective
seeding operation, Similarly, the silver content of precipitation
in downwind locations is an important indication of inad·
vertent (extended area) seeding effects.

The concentration of silver in natural, unseeded, precip·
itation is usually on the order of 10---10-" I'g/mL (2, 3). Silver
levels reported in seeded precipitation range upward to, but
rarely exceed, 10-3l'g/mL (4), Warburton (3) measured silver
in snow collected 80 km downwind of a seeding program in
the Sierra Mountains and noted that seeding approximately
doubled the silver background level of 4 x 10-- I'g/mL. The
determination of these ultratrace concentration levels requires
an analytical method of unusually high sensitivity. Methods
used to successfully determine concentrations of silver in
precipitation include neutron activation analyses (NAA) and
furnace atomic absorption spectroscopy (FAAS) (4,5), AI·
though NAA and FAAS are very sensitive methods, a pre·
concentration step is often required to bring silver concen­
trations to measurable levels, Preconcentration has been done
by solvent extraction and cation exchange methods (4, 5),
These techniques are time consuming and require great care,
elaborate cleaning, very pure reagents, and frequent moni­
toring of efficiency.

One analyst has avoided many of these problems by using
evaporative preconcentration with FAAS (6). Relatively large
volumes of precipitation are injected directly into a graphita
furnace, evaporated to dryness, and atomized. The furnace
configurations of many FAAS systems are too small for ef·

A procedure for the determination 01 allver In precipitation at
Ievela down to 1 X 10-" l'g/mL ualng lurnace atomic abootptlon
and evaporative preconcentration la deacrlbed. The method
la ahown to produce reaulta which are preclae to better than
:1:20 % for triplicate analyaea. Collaborative teat and
apIke-recovery reauHs al80 Indicate that the accuracy Is In this
range. Results are presented which Indicate the validity 01
the sample storage procedures ueed and problema which may
be a..oclated with auch procedurel. The method haa been
uaad lor the analysla 01 precipitation sampleI to demonstrate
the occurrence 01 algnlflcant Increales In the sltver content
01 snowfalt 100 km or more downwind of Iltver Iodide seeding
locatlona.
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a Determined by three replicate measurements. b Not
determined.

A B C D

1.4 1 0.3 2.910.5 4.4 1 0.5 8.710.5
1.010.3 2.710.6 4.910.5 9.61 1.2
1.310.1 2.810.3 b 8.01 0.6
1.1 1 0.2 2.61 0.3 3.4 1 0.5 8.21 0.9

o
155
225
230

Table n. R....lta of Rainwater Storage Check Experiment

Ag concentration ± std cleva (/Jg/mL X 10')
s~~:,ae~e for sample numbers

days

Figure 1. Dimensions or tube furnace used

Tu check the general validity of the storage procedures used,
four rainfall samples. acidified to pH 1.5. were analyzed within
24 h of collection, and then stored frozen at -20 ·C. At
intervals, each was removed, completely thawed, sampled,
analyzed, and returned to the freezer. The results summarized
in Table II indicate that statistically significant reductions
in the measured silver concentrations were not observed after
several months of storage. Since the procedure used involved
successive freezing and thawing, the data also indicate that
losses of silver due to these processes are negligible. In view
of the above results, it was inferred that the storage of snow
samples in the frozen state should also be valid. A few
partially thawed and refrozen snuw samples were received.
These samples were acidified, melted completely, and
thoroughly mixed in the collection bag before a portion was
removed fnr analysis. The data in Tablp II also indicate that
the analytical precisinn is typically better than ±20% of the
amount present and tends to improve at higher concentrations.

Development of the Method, Attempts to preconcentrate
silver by the dithizone solvent extraction method (4) were met
with many problems. A rather high and persistent silver blank
level (1.5 X 10-' ~g/mL) in the chelating solution 00-' M
prepurified dithizone in CCl.) resulted in a net transfer of
silver from the organic phase for most precipitation samples.
As a result, nonlinear and often irreproducible extraction
efficiencies were observed for the range of silver concentrations
uf interest. Silver levels in the extracts also tended to be
unstable with concentrations decreasing to 50% or less within
1 h. Also, satisfactnry cleaning of the extraction equipment
required extensive soaking and rinsing with hot concentrated
nitric acid. The method was consequently abandoned and
emphasis placed on the de"elopment of procedures requiring
use of minimal reagents to avoid such problems.

Development of the enlarged furnace (Figure 1) was based
on the need for a unit with a larger sample volume. The
dimensions selected were also influenced by an evaluation of
the effect of tube length on the analytical response. It was
noted that the silver absorbance per unit concentration in­
creased with increasing tube length, attained a maximum at
15-17 mm length. and dropped off for longer tubes. The
absorbance increases observed may be attributed to the
combined increases in optical path and residence time therein.
Measurements with an optical pyrometer indicated that

sufficient to provide 8 1% (vIv) acid concentration in the an­
ticipated melt water volume was added to each sample on ini­
tiation of melting. Rainfall samples were allowed to completely
melt in the collection bottles to avoid silver fractionation associated
with freezing. Aliquots of each sample type were subsequently
transferred to smaller plastic bags (Baggies) retained in beakers.
All samples were kept covered except during the final analysis
preparation step.

Sample furnaces were dipped in cyclohexane solutions of
paraffin and allowed to air dry. The resulting paraffin film
prevented seepage of the water into the graphite lattice and was
instrumental in confining sample aliquots to the central region
of the furnace during evaporation. Samples were transferred to
the furnaces by sequential injections of 50 ~L each with an
Eppendorf pipet. To evaporate each injection, the furnaces were
placed in an aluminum vee-notch holder device designed to hold
up to 50 furnaces and situated on a hot plate. Evaporation of
successive injections at -SO °C was typically continued until 1.0
mL of sample had been delivered. Preparation of approximately
40-50 sample furnaces in this manner required about 2 h.
Following such preparation, sample furnaces were stored sealed
in individual plastic vials until analyzed.

For analysis, the furnaces were individually inserted into the
work head of the atomizer and run through the atomization cycle
under conditions stipulated in Table I. The individual response
characteristic of each furnace was subsequently determined by
injection and analysis of a series of standard solutions. This
approach compensated for slight differences between furnaces
and/or furnace alignment in the optical path.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Sample Storage, The very low silver content of natural

precipitation samples requires the use of containers that
neither contribute a silver blank nur adsorb silver from
aqueous solution at the typical 10-' ~g/mL level. The silver
concentrations of small quantities of 3 M HN03• 0.03 M
HN03, and distilled-deionized water were monitored for ten
days during storage at room temperature in new acid washed
polyethylene bottles. No increases were observed in the <2.0
X 10" pg/mL silver blank levels. Similar tests were performed
on several brands of plastic bags. One brand (Baggies) showed
no evidence of a silver blank and was selected for use in snow
collection and analytical work.

Strumpier (7) has reviewed the problem of container wall
adsorption of ions in aqueous solution. His report indicates
good stability for low silver concentrations (5 X 10-' ~g/mL)
stored in polyethylene containers at room temperature with
HNO, at a pH of 2. 1n tests performed in this laboratory.
silver concentrations (3 X 10" g/mL and 9 X 10" g/mL) were
monitored during storage at pH 1.5 (0.03 M HN03) in
polyethylene containers at room temperature. No measurable
loss of silver occurred during the first ten days, However. at
termination of the experiment (28 days), concentrations had
decreased about 15%. Another series of tests showed no silver
adsorption by the plastic bags from acidified (pH 1.5) or
neutral aqueoua silver solutions after 12-h storage at room
temperature.

In other reports (8,9), water samples were frozen to provide
additional stability at low concentrations of solute ions. The
present studies indicated that considerable "fractionation"
of dissolved impurities occurred when acidified (pH 1.5), low
concentration, silver solutions were frozen and stored at -20
·C. After several weeka of such storage, it was noted that a
few milliliters of liquid remained unfrozen. The unfrozen
liquid was highly acidic and analysis showed very high silver
concentrations indicating that the unfrozen liquid contained
most of the silver present in the sample. It is inferred from
this that freezing preserves such silver solutions by confining
the Ag ions to highly localized and acidic zones rather than
by immobilization of individual ions. Moreover, the entire
sample must be melted to reconstitute a solution repre·
sentative of the original concentration.
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Table D1. Summary Reaulla of tbe Collaborative Test Program

analysis reaulta for lab DO. indicated

Ag
I b 2" 3d present work

sample canena percent percent percent percent
no. added caneno recoverye canena recoveryt! canena recovery" canena recovery"

0 60 <10 3 613
8 40 14 >60 8 63 813 26

2 0 160 <10 4 611
24 <30 29 >79 2613 92 281 5 92

3 0 80 <10 3 51 1
40 70 20 >25 3917 98 4914 110

0 60 <10 <3 71 1
80 120 88 97 >108 9314 112 961 13 111

a All silver concentrations are given in IJg/mL X 10'; where given, 1 values refer to standard deviations for 2 or 3 replicate
analyses. b Lab cites detection limit of 3 X 10" Slg/mL; preconcenlration by cation exchange method (5) used. e Lab
cites a detection limit of 1 X 10-' pg/mL. Prcconccntralion by evaporation used. d Lab cites a detection limit of 3 X 10-6

Slg/mL. Preconcentation by evaporation used. e Percent recovery::; 100 (conen in spiked sample - residual concn)/spike
conen.

furnace surface temperatures in excess of ...... 1700 K were
required to maximize absorbance. This agrees well with the
results reported by Woodriff et aI. (4). The dropoff in ab­
sorbance with tube lengths greater than -17 mm was due
largely to the inability to uniformly heat these to this tem­
perature level in less than 10 s. Heating for longer periods
caused rapid decay of the furnaces.

These larger furnaces permitted the delivery of larger
sample volumes for the multiple evaporation steps required.
Although the successive evaporations could be carried out in
the FAAS unit itself, the use of a hot plate allowed the more
economical processing of numerous samples simultaneously.
The furnaces used are also sufficiently large to permit con­
venient mounting in the atomization work head without
serious disruption of instrument alignment.

After using particular furnaces for a few analyses, it was
noted that their interiors were deteriorated sufficiently that
samples wet the surfaces unevenly with concomitant losses
in measurement precision. Treatment of the furnaces with
paraffin as described above effectively alleviated this problem
without contributing to the silver blank. Similarly, the in­
troduction of methane in the sheath gas during the ashing and
atomization steps as a means of pyrolyzing the tube surfaces
also extended their useful life. Thus, each furnace could be
used for 15-20 or more analyses.

Studies indicated that repetitive injections to obt.ain large
volumes (1.0 mL) using low concentration silver standards
produced absorption responses equivalent to those obtained
when equivalent amounts of silver were injected in a single
small volume (5 I'L) at concentrations 200 times higher. Since
the injection volume did not significantly affect the response
for an absolute amount of silver, sample absorbance signals
were calibrated by injection of smaller volumes of standards
covering the appropriate silver mass ranges. Variations in
alignment, furnace condition, and support electrode cont.act
necessit.ated calibration of each furnace for each sample run.
This was usually done by bracketting the Ag mass in the
sample with st.andards. As noted above, triplicate sample
analyses involving the entire procedure were typically reo
producible to :1:20% at the I X 10-1> ,.g/mL level and improved
to :1:10% at ten times that level. This compares favorably with
an average relative st.andard deviation of 40% reported hy
Woodriff et aI. (4). The detection limits att.ainable were largely
determined hy reagent blanks; these were typically less than
1 X 10-0 I'g/mL.

Validation of the Method. To demonstrate the integrity
of the method, a limited collaborative study was carried out.
Four rainfall samples, preserved as stipulated above, were
divided into aIiquots and known concentrations of silver were

added to one aliquot from each sample. Portions of the:le eight
samples were sent to three other laboratories involved in the
determination of silver in precipit.ation. Each laboratory was
also provided with a concentrated silver standard (10' lJ¥./mL
in 3 M HNO,j and instructed to utilize this in the preparation
of standards for the check analyses. Each laboratory used
FAAS as the quantit.ation technique but Lab 1 relied on
preconcentration by cation exchange prior to analysis (5). The
results summarized in Table III indicate that the laboratory
relying on chemical preconcentration consistently reported
anomalously high results suggesting a cont.amination problem.
The method used by Lab 2 lacked adequate sensitivity; their
results were reasonable but somewhat inconsistent. The
results of Lab 3 and the present work agree quite well and
demonstrate reasonable accuracies as indicated by the re­
coveries. Although these dat.a are limited, they defmitely
imply that the present method provides a general means for
determination of Af, at the concentration levels required. They
are also partially indicative of the problems encountered when
chemical preconcentration procedures are used. As indicated
above, such usage is probably best avoided for Af, analyses.

Application of the Method. The determination of silver
in precipit.ation was for the general purpose of assessing the
extended area cloud seeding effects. Rainfall samples from
convective thundershower systems were collected during the
summers of 1973-74 in the plains area 30-100 km downwind
of the National Hail Research Experiment (10) cloud seeding
area near Sterling, Colo. The sporadic nature of summer rain
showers, coupled with the limited attention that cooperative
observers could provide, resulted in sample bottles eometimes
being left unattended for several days or more prior to or
following rainfall. Consequently, many of the samples
contained appreciable quantities of dust, plant material, and
insects; all of these can serve as significant IlOWCll8 of Ag. The
rainfall analysis results thus showed considerable variation
in silver concentration. The concentrations in the seed and
no-seed samples proved to be st.atistically equivalent.

Snow samples were collected during the winters of 1974-75
and 197&-76 in an area near the Palmer Lake Divide between
Denver and Colorado Springs. This area is 90-395 km
downwind of orographic cloud seeding experiments near
Climax and Wolf Creek Pass, Colo. (2). The snow samples
were of consistently high quality; an occasional pine needle
or small amount of duat were the only visible impurities.
These impurities were easily separated from the anow by
manual means. The comparatively better sample quality was
the result of several factors determined by the snow cover and
temperature regimes, i.e., minimal dust contamination, no
insects, and closer attention hy cooperative observers.
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The analysis results for each storm group were averaged
to obtain a single datum per storm (J I). Samples which
contained snowfall from two or more storms were rejected
from the data set. The resulting data set was subdivided in
seeded and nonseeded subsets of 14 and 43 averaged mea·
surements, respectively. Seeded samples were those collected
when substantial seeding occurred in conjunction with fa·
vorable winds for transport of seeding material to the sampli~
area.

Evaluation of each data subset ,ia the Half·Normal Method
described by Daniel (12) indicated that both fit alog·normal
(Geometric) rather than a normal distribution. Evaluation
for the presence of outliers resulted in the rejection of 1 and
5 inordinately high values from the seeded and nonseeded
subsets. respectively, at the 95% confidence level. The reo
maining data in these subsets of 13 and 38 average mea·
surements were also shown to fit a log·normal rather than a
normal distribution. This is consistent with the stochastic
behavior of trace substances in natural systems as pointed out
by Rustagi (13) and Ahrens (14). The geometric mean and
standard deviation of the seeded subset were determined to
be 1.7 X 10-' ± 0.3 x 10-' pg Ag/mL; the values for the
nonseeded subset were 7.8 x 10'" ± 2.4 x 10'" AgjmL. The
difference between these means was determined to be sig·
nificant at the 95% confidence level This effecth'ely indicates
that seedling resulted in a mean increase in the silver content
of the snowfall by approximately a factor of 2 as pre-'iously
noted by Warburton (3). In this context. the results suggest
the occurrence of extended area seeding effects at distances
approximating 100 km or more when meteorological conditions
are favorable. This is supported by the analysis of the silver
data and the associated meteorology presented by MuI"ey and
Sheaffer (11).

The accurate determination of Ag at these conct>ntration
levels is more than a trivial problem. Results obtained in the

present study have indicated that precautions must be taken
to avoid contamination. The presence of appreciable amounts
of Ag in many reagents and the difficulty of purifying these
further argues for the use of a minimal reagent approach such
as that adopted herein. The accumulation of the majority of
the Ag and the acid preservative in the portion of an aqueous
sample which does not freeze at-20 DC emphasizes the ne·
cessity of completely thawing such samples in order to obtain
a representative sample of the original for analysis. Finally,
the analysis of rainfall for the present purpose must be based
on the utilization of a sample collection system which remains
closed until precipitation starts and closes soon after it ends.
Otherwise', contamination by fugitive dust and insects will
render the data highly suspect.
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Chemiluminescence Fiber Optic Probe for Hydrogen Peroxide
Based on the Luminol Reaction

Thompaon M. Freeman and W. RudoU Seltz"

~ 01 ChetnlsITy, lJnIvwsIry 01 New Harnsphire. """"m. New Ha"fJSh'e 03824

A~ (Cl) Ilber optic probe for hydrogen
peroxide baeed on tile IwNnoI r..ctlon has been c:onatruc:ted
by .,.'lClbIIzIrlll peroxIdaM In a poIyac:rylamlcle gel on tile end
01 a ftber opIIc:. When tile probe .. mrnaned In a 1OIu11on Of
penlltIde In tile preaenc:e Of e.ca.. lumlnoI, Cl .. generaled
• peIOldde __ Inlo tile~.-.. The Iller opIlc

...... CL to a delec:lor. The '-Y 01 CL Iller opIlc probee

.... been deftloped .-nine a 1lrIt-order ..action In the
~~ ttowe_. tile peroxide probe Iho.........
which .. Mc:ond order In peroxide. The cIelec:lIon ImIl .. c:Ioee
to 1(14 II peroxide. The tme re4l'*ed 10 reach ateacly atala
".... wtlh peooxIde -'rallon. Al 10-0 II H.o.. ateaely
....... rNc:hed In about 4 L Under tile c:oncIIlIona UlUalIy

~ tile CL Inlenllly .. lmItacl by tile rale Of ma..
lranIfw "- aoIulIon to tile lUlface 01 tile enzyme ph_
,...... lIIan br tile ac:tIvlly 01 tile penlxIdaM.

In this paper we nport a new approach to using immo­
billaed~. for anaI,ytical purposes, the chemilumines.

cence (CLl fiber optic probe. This approach is applicable to
any enzyme·catalyzed process that leads to the production
of light. The enzyme catalyst is immobilized on the surface
ofa fiber optic. When the fiber optic is immersed in a solution
of substrate, light will be generated as substrate diffuses into
the immobilized enzyme phase. This light is transmitted
through the fiber optic to a photomultiplier tube. The light
level "ill reach a steady state when the rate at which substrate
diffuses into the enzyme phase equals the rate at which
substrate reacts in the enzyme phase. If the Iight·producing
reaction is fll'St order in substrale. then steady·state CL will
be proportional to substrate conct>ntration.

CL fiber optic probes offer several potential advantages for
chemical anal)-sis. By immobilizing the enzyme catalyst. it
is possible to nuse the enzyme man)' times. Often immo­
bilization leads to an increase in enzyme stability. The
advantages of immobilization have been well documented and
bave led to considerable work to develop analytical methods
utilizing immobilized enzymes (1-3). The main advantages
of CL methods are low detection limits and wide linear dy­
lllltIlic ranges with simple instrumentation (4.5). It should
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(4)

(3)

(2)

Rearranging

VIDa,
V=~ ASbulk

m

VIDa,
V=~ AfoxS(x) dx

m

Substituting Equation 1 into Equation 3

~
max

cosh -=- X
X KmD.

Af~ Sbulk Jlidx
cosh V~ X

KmD.

Rimax
cosh -=- X

KmD.
SIx) = Sbulk (1)

cosh Vma~ X
KmD.

The terms in Equation 1 are dermed as follows: SIx) =
substrate concentration at position x in the enzyme phase
(mol/L); S...... = suhstrate concentration in bulk solution
(mol/L); X = memhrane thickness (cm); V""", = rate of
substrate conversion in the gel under conditions of excess
substrate (mol/L-s); Km = Michaelis constant (mol/L); D. =
diffusion coefficient for substrate in gel (cm'/s).

What we are actually interested in is the number of moles
reacting per unit time V. For Michaelis-Menten kinetics with
[S) « K m, where [S) = substrate concentration

VmaxR=--[SjV
Km

Figure 1, Model Of CL fiber optic probe. The substrate concen1nltion
prolie assoming mass transfer to the probe su1ace Is last en<l\llt1 to
be neglected Is designated by the smooth Iole. The dolted .... shows
the prollle " the raaetion at the su1ace of the probe Is rapid en<l\llt1
to deplete the surface concentration of substrate

Michaelis-Menten kinetics and that the substrate concen­
tration is much smaller than K m, the Michaelis constant In
this case, the rate of the enzyme-catalyzed reaction is pro­
portional to substrate concentration.

The model of the system is illustrated in Figure 1. At
steady state, i.e., when the rate of substrate entering the
enzyme phase equals the rate at which substrate reacte, the
distribution of substrate within the enzyme phase is given by
the following equation (12):

where R is the rate of the reaction (mol/L-s). V is ohtained
by replacing IS] with the effective amount of S. For the gel.
the effective amount of [S] is the surface area of the gel times
the integral of Sex) from 0 to X:

be pointed out that CL fiber optic probes are only one of
several possible analytical configurations involving CL cat­
alyzed by immobilized enzymes. For instance, immobilized
enzymes can also be used as sensors in Oow systems by having
the analyte Oow over the immobilized phase which is posi­
tioned opposite a light detector. An example of this has been
reported by Hornby (6). Also, an ATP assay has been de­
veloped by injecting sample into a solution containing fireOy
luciferase immobilized on a glass rod (7).

The CL fiber optic probe is similar in many ways to enzyme
electrodes. Both involve a thin layer of enzyme over the
surface of a sensor. However, there are several important
differences. The enzyme electrode requires not only that
substrate diffuse into the enzyme phase but also that product
diffuse to the surface of the electrode. The time required to
reach steady state depends on the thickness of the enzyme
layer. In the CL fiber optic probe, the reaction of substrate
is detected directly via the light generated, and there is no
need for product to diffuse to the surface of the fiber optic.
As a result, response time is independent of the thickness of
the enzyme layer, and it is not necessary to prepare a thin layer
of enzyme. It is, however, necessary to use an immobilized
phase which is transparent to the CL emitted. This limits
the number of possible enzyme phases suitable for CL fiber
optic probes.

The system chosen for this study was the luminol reaction
catalyzed by peroxidase.

NH2 H

©t)~
~

If luminol is in excess, the CL intensity will reOect the amount
of peroxide. This system was chosen because peroxidase is
inexpensive and available with high specific activity. Also,
the authors have previous experience working with luminal
and coupling enzymatic processes to the formation of hydrogen
peroxide (8, 9). However, it should be emphasized that the
advantages of the CL fiber optic probe approach will be more
significant for some of the bioluminescence reactions, par·
ticularly the fireOy reaction used to determine adenosine
triphosphate (10) and bacterial bioluminescence used to
determine NADH (11). For both these reactions, enzyme cost,
availability, and stability are important considerations which
have limited analytical usage.

THEORY
The intensity observed using a CL fiber optic probe is

proportional to the number of molecules reacting per unit time
in the enzyme phase. Because this differs from other enzyme
probes, a brief theoretical treatment relating the observed
signal to enzyme activity in the immobilized phase will be
presented. Initially, it will be assumed that mass transfer in
solution is efficient enough so that the concentration of
substrate at the surface of the enzyme phase equals the
substrate concentration in the bulk of the solution. In practice,
the solution is stirred so that mass transfer in solution should
be considerably more efficient than mass transfer in the
enzyme phase, which occurs by diffusion; however, if the
activity of the immobilized enzyme is high enough, the
substrate may be reacted at the surface rapidly enough to
cause significant concentration depletion at the surfaee. It
is also assumed that the enzyme-catalyzed reaction follows
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where V'is the number of moles reaching the surface per
second, Souma. is the surface concentration of substrate, and
[, is the thickness of the Nernst diffusion layer.

Equation 7 must now be modified 80 that the S""", term is
replaced by S,,,,,,,,. At steady state, the number of moles
reaching the enzyme phase per unit time will equal the number
of moles reacting in the enzyme per unit time, Le., V = V'.
By rearranging Equation 7 using S"",,.. in place of Sbul> and
aasuming the sinh and cosh terms are equal, we get an ex­
presaion for S.m-.:

SNrlaco = ~ v: VD (10)
~A

Km

.~max

J¥
sinh ~X

VmaxD, KmD,
V = ~ ASbulk ---'J"'V:"'ma=x=-- X (7)

cosh --- X
KmD,

For large values of v!(VmuIKmD.) X > 2 assuming diffusion
coefficients are equal in solution and in the gel, the sinh and
cosh terms are essentially equal, and drop out of the equation.
This corresponds physicalJy to the situation where essentially
all the substrate is reacted before it has a chance to diffuse
to the opposite end, i.e., the sensor end of the enzyme layer.

The CL intensity will be proportional to the rate of the
reaction:

By plugging into Equation 9, solving for V, and rearranging,
one gets:

EXPERIMENTAL

Preparation or Enzyme Phase. Two procedures were used
to prepare the immobilized enzyme phase. For some experiments,
a weighed amount of horseradish peroxidase (Sigma Type I, EC
1.1I.I.7, specific activity approximately lOBO units/mg at 25 'C
was dissolved in 0.1 M KOH-H,BO, buffer along with luminol
(Aldrich). The buffer pH and luminol concentration were chosen
to be the same as in the peroxide solution to be analyzed, typically
pH 9 and 10" M. This solution served as the enzyme phase and
was separated from the solution phase by a dialysis membrane
(overage pore radius, 24 A).

Most experiments involved peroxidase immobilil.ed by physical
entrapment in a polyacrylamide gel. The procedure for preparing
the gel was adapted from 8 literature method reported to give
a clear gel (13). The gel was formed from a solution of 50 mL
of either 0.1 M KOH-H,BO, buffer or 0.1 M phosphate buffer
containing luminol, 0.12 g N,N-methylenebis(acrylamide)
(Aldrich), and 2.36 g acrylamide (Aldrich). The buffer pH and
luminol concentrations were chosen to be the same as those in
the peroxide solution, typically pH 9 and 10" M luminol. The
.olution was flltered to remove undissolved solids. Enzyme gels
were prepared by adding a weighed amount of peroxidase to the
acrylamide buffer-Iuminol solution. Approximately 1 mglmL
of both riboflsvin and potassium persulfate were added to
photosensitive polymerization. Polymerization was carried out
in a water-saturated nitrogen environment by irradiating with
a mercury lamp until a solid gel formed. The thickness of the
gel was 1 mm. Response is independent of gel thickness 50 this
is not an important variable. The gel layer appeared to be uniform.

Peroxide solutions were prepared by dilution of 30% H20 2 in
0.1 M KOH-H,BO, or 0.1 M phosphate buffer snd luminol. All
solutions contained 0.5 giL EDTA to tie up any trace metals that
might otherwise catalyze luminol CL in the solution producing
a background signal.

Apparatus. A diagram of the apparatus is shown in Figure
2. Ten mL of sample are added to a 15-mL beaker on a magnetic
stirrer. To keep the beaker position and stirring constant, a piece
of cardboard was taped onto the stirrer. and a hole was cut to
just fit the beaker. Also, the beaker was glued into position on
the stirrer and emptied by drawing solution out with a syringe.

The polyacrylamide gel containing peroxidase was held on the
end of a fiber optic by a piece of Nylon mesh from a stocking.
The Nylon mesh was held between two 0.5·inch long concentric
pieces of Tygon tubing which slipfitted onto the fiber optic. In
some experiments, a dialysis membrane was placed between the
gel and the Nylon mesh. When using a peroxidase solution as
the enzyme phase, a dialysis membrane sandwiched between two
pieces of Nylon mesh was fitted between the two concentric pieces
of Tygon. '

The fiber optic was 2 feet long with a I I ,-inch diameter
(Corning, numerical aperture, 0.63, acceptance angJe 39°.
transmittance 0.63 at 500 nm). A light-tight shield was placed
around the enzyme end of the optic to exclude ambient ligbL The
other end of the fiber optic was placed in front of a 9558 QA

~ VmaxD,--- . A (D,/o )Sbulk
Km

V= (11)
~ VmaxD, D,---+-

Km 0

The relative magnitude of the two terms in the denominator
reflects the relative rates of mass transfer to the enzyme
surface and reaction in the enzyme phase. If D.lo is large,
Equation 11 reduces to Equation 7. On the other hand if

v!VmuD.IKmis much larger than D.lo, then mass transfer
to the enzyme surface determines steady-~late intensity. In
this case, the observed signal will be independent of enzyme
activity but will depend on the value of 0 which is a function
of the manner in which the solution is stirred.

(9)

(6)

Evaluating the integral yields

sinhJ Vm~ X
Vmox KmD, 1

V = -- ASbulk . Ri
Km COSh~ Vmax X Vmax

KmD, KmD,

which can be rearranged to

(
PhotonS) _

I CL second -

(photons emitted) (photons detected)
<PcL,molecule reacting <Pde,,' photons emitted

V (mOleCUles reacting)
second (8)

where <PCL is the chemiluminescence efficiency and tPd<' is the
detection efficiency, From these equations, it is possible to
estimate the photon flux for a given set of conditions.

As expected ICL is proportional to the bulk substrate
concentration. The most interesting aspect of these equations
is the fact that the intensity is proportional to the square root
of the enzyme activity. Thus variations in activity will affect
CL intensity but not to the extent that they would in solutiorL

If the enzyme phase is very active, the substrate may react
so rapidly that there will be significant depletion of substrate
at the surface of the enzyme phase, In this case we need to
define 8 new variable, S.utface, the surface·concentration of
substrate. If the solution is stirred, then it is possible to apply
the Nernst diffusion layer concept, commonly employed in
electrochemical theory for stirred solutions. The equation is:

V' = AD,(Sbulk - S,u,'a.e)
[,
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Figure 2. Diagram of apparatus comprising CL fiber optic probe
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Figure 3. Typical data showing CL intensity vs. time for vark»us
conditions; (aJ pH 9. 10-3 M luminal, 10-4 M H,O,; (b) pH 10, 10-3 M
luminal, 10-4 M H,O,; (c) pH 8. 10-3 M luminal. 10-4 M H,O" and (d)
pH 9, 10-3 M luminal, 10-' M H,O,. All data fO( a polyacrylamide gel
containing 1 mg/mL horseradlsh peroxkSase

photomultiplier, S20 response, operated atlSOO volts from a Fluke
412B high voltage power supply. Light intensity .. a function
of time w.. recorded on a Heath SR-255A/B stripchart recorder.
A shutter w.. interposed between the end of the fiber optic and
the detector to protect the phowmultiplier from excess light when
the enzyme end of the fiber optic was removed from solution. The
shutter was opened immediately after inserting the probe into
solution. In some experiments, the photomultiplier was cooled
with dry ice to reduce dark current.

Procedures. Measurements of CL intensity vs. peroxide
concenlration were done by making standard additions of peroxide
to 8 lO-mL solution of buffer and luminal. In experiments
observing the effect of pH or luminal concentration on CL in·
tensity, separate gels were prepared for each measurement. Each
gel was prepared in the presence of the pH and luminal con·
centration of the planned measurement.

A crude qualitative study of the efrect of temperature on the
probe was done by cooling the probe and solutions with an ice
bath measuring the solution temperature just before the fiber optic
was inserted in the solution.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Effect of pH and Luminol Concentration. The most

important variable influencing the peroxide CL fiber optic
probe is pH. It is necessary to compromise between the
optimum pH for peroxidase activity and the optimum pH for
maximum CL intensity from luminol (10, 11). The problem
is illustrated by typical data for 10-' M peroxide at pH's 8,
9, and 10 shown in Figure 3. At pH 8, the CL intensity
reaches steady state within a few seconds, reflecting high
peroxidase activity; however, sensitivity is low because the CL
efficiency of luminol is low at this pH. At pH 10, on the other
hand, sensitivity is good but peroxid..e activity ia low. As
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Table I. Relative CL !ntenatty from 10-' M H,O, at
DiUerent pH'. and Luminal COncentratio....

luminol.M

pH 10-' 10-' 10-'

8 0.003 0.089
9 0.88 0.99 0.56

10 1.00 0.72 0.10

a All values are normalized relative to the intensity tor
10-' M luminal at pH 10.

a consequence, peroxide diffuses further into the gel before
it is completely reacted, and it tak.. much longer to reach
steady state. The best compromise is to work at a pH where
steady state is still reached in about 30 s and sensitivity is
still satisfactory.

Luminol concentration is another important variable. The
effects of luminol concentration and pH are summarized in
Table I. The optimum conditions are 10-3 M luminol at pH
9.

Since both pH and luminol concentration affect CL in­
tensity, it was decided that all enzyme gels should be prepared
at the same pH and luminol concenlration as planned for the
solution. Otherwise there would be concentration gradienta
across the gel, and sensitivity would tend to change with time
until concentrations in the two phases equalized. In fact the
gradual increase in intensity with time for 10.... M hydrogen
peroxide at both pH 8 and 9 is attributed to luminal depletion
in the zone where the reaction tak.. place.

Figure 3 also shows typical data for 10-6 M H,O, at pH 9
and 10-3 M luminol. At lower peroxide concentrations, the
r..ponse time is much f..ter, approximately 3 sto reach steady
state. Also, there is no gradual increase in intensity since the
amount of peroxide is too small to cause significant luminol
depletion.

Precision and the Effect of Stirring. Steady-state CL
intensity incre...... the rate of stirring increases. Because
of this, measur.. were taken to keep the beaker in the same
position on the magnetic stirrer at all times. However,
precision was still limited by variations in stirring. The
variation between replicate me..urements on the same s0­

lution w.. typically on the order of 10% RSD.
Another measure that was attempted to reduce the effect

of stirring was to interpose dialysis membrane between the
gel and solution. In one experiment using the same gel, the
presence of a dialysis membrane caused the signal from 10-'
M H,O, to decrease by a factor of 0.62. The precision 'im­
proved from 9% to 5% RSD, and there was an increase in
response time.

The dependence of steady-slate CL intensity on stirring
indicates that the rate of mass transfer to the surface of the
enzyme phase does influence response. The peroxide is re­
acting so rapidly in the enzyme phase that there is significant
substrate depletion at the surface of the enzyme phase.

Effect of Temperature. A rather crude experiment
cooling the probe and solution to 0 ·C, did not cause an
observable change in steady-slate CL intensity or in response
time. Since enzyme activity would vary significantly with
temperature, this also indicates that mass transfer to the
surface of the enzyme phase is the primary factor affecting
steady-slate CL.

Effect of Enzyme Level. As would be expected for a mass
transfer controlled system, steady-alate CL and the time
required to reach stesdy slate were independent of the amount
of peroxidase in the enzyme phase for levels from 0.5 mg/mL
to 3 mg/mL. For 0.1 mg/mL enzyme, there was a slight
decrease in steady-slate CL intensity but the time required
to reach steady slate increased from 30 to 120 8. At these
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FIgure 4. Log CL Intensity vs. log peroxide concentration for tlvee
probes: (0) 1 mg/l1'L _adish peroxidase In a polyacrylamide gel,
(0) 1 mg/l1'L horseradish peroxidase In solution, and (.I» 0.1 mg/mL
horseradish peroxidaSe In a polyacrylamide gel

reduced levels of enzyme, apparently surface depletion of
peroxlde is less, and enzyme activity is a significant factor in
determining response time.

Response to Peroxide Concentration. Figure 4 shows
log intensity vs. log concentration hydrogen peroxide for 1
mgjmL and 0.1 mgjmL enzyme in polyacrylamide gel and
for enzyme in aolution separated from the peroxide solution
by dialysis membrane, The slope of the log-log plot for the
1 mgjmL enzyme in the gel is 2.3 and 2.35 for the enzyme
solution, considerably greater than first order. This came as
a surprise. Since the intensity of luminol CL is linearly
proportional to hydrogen peroxide concentration with a variety
of other catalysts and cooxidants (14, 15) first-order response
was also expected with peroxidase. However, the per­
oxidase-Iuminol reaction has heen studied and found to
involve two peroxides per photon emitted (16). Thus, sec­
ond-order kinetics in peroxide under conditions where per­
oxide is in much smaller concentrations than other reagents
is not unreasonable.

The fact that observed response is somewhat greater than
second order is at least qualitatively consistent with a system
where there is significant substrate depletion at the enzyme
surface. Since the process consuming substrate in the enzyme
phase is second order in sub.trate while the mass transfer
process supplying substrate to the surface i. first order, the
extent of surface depletion will be relatively greater at higher
substrate concentrations. As a result, the flux to the enzyme
aurface will be relatively greater at high concentrations and
we would expect a response greater than second order. At
0,1 mgjmL peroxidase in a gel, the reaction in the enzyme
phase is slower, substrate depletion at the enzyme surface is
less, and as would be expected the slope of the calibration is
closer to 2.0.

The fact that surface depletion is greater at high peroxide
levels may aJao account for the observation that steady-state
response is reached more slowly at higher levels of peroxide.

The log-log plots for the gels are not straight lines. The
ahape of this curve is reproducible and is observed at both
pH 8 and 9 at luminol concentrations from 10" to 10-3 M. The
origin of this behavior is not known. For a solution enzyme
phase, the plot is considerably straighter, The fact that
intansity is greater for the gel than the solution enzyme phase

is because there is a Nylon mesh behind the dialysis membrane
used to separate the solution enzyme phase from the peroxide
solution. This mesh blocks some of the CL from the detector
causing 8 reduction in iritensity.

The minimum detectable concentration i. 10-< M. There
is no background emission so the detection limit depends on
the magnitude of the signal relative to the detector noise.

CONCLUSIONS
This paper has demonstrated the possibility of doing a

chemiluminescence analysis using immobilized enzymes. The
detectability and response time of the CL fiber optic probe
are significantly better than observed with enzyme electrodes.
The detection limit is not nearly as low 8S observed using
ferricyanide-catalyzed luminol CL (I4), mainly as a conse­
Quence of having to make a compromise between optimum
conditions for luminal efficiency and optimum conditions for
peroxidase activity.

Using the fiber optic probe is quite convenient. Mea­
surements can be easily made at a rate of more than one per
minute, particularly when working at 10" M H,O,. However,
with a system like peroxidase-Iuminol where response is mass
transfer limited, precision is poor because it is difficult to
maintain reproducible mass transfer. Better precision would
be observed in a system designed for more constant mass
transfer, e.g., a flow system. It .hould, however, be pointed
out that mass transfer limited systems are desirable in that
response is independent of enzyme activity and other variables
such as temperature that affect enzyme activity. Also the
precision in terms of concentration is better than the precision
in terms of peak height because the response is second order.

The peroxide probe based on luminol can potentially be
coupled to other enzymatic processes that yield peroxide, e.g.,
glucose analysis using glucose oxidw;e. However, the fact that
response is greater than first order is not convenient. Since
peroxide is a reactant in other CL reactions, we plan to in­
vestigate the possibilities of other peroxide probes before
attempting to couple to other reactions. We did not further
evaluate the analytical properties of our present probe because
we expect other systems will give better response to peroxide.
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In the case of TMB, K' and K 'Bi are constants. If there is no
other source of the atom, its concentration is then, within
limits, directly proportional to the concentration of the original
parent molecule (M) present

The simple form of this equation has been verified over a large
range of concentrations for several alkyls and hydrides.
Limitations on the validity of Equation 3 will be discussed
subsequently.

EXPERIMENTAL

The experimental setup is shov-n in Figure 1. The appIll8tus
described in ref. I was used with two modifications. The furnace
unit of the prior apparatus, which was used for vaporizing solid
samples, was replaced by a system for handling gaseous species.
In addition, the flowtube section was mounted horizontally and
viewed end-on. A different and more accurate calibration method
was also employed.

The sample gas, which contains small amounts of a molecule
to be measured, is flowed at a known rate through a calibrated
orifice. or through a capillary if smaller flows are needed, into
the flowtube system. N, gas can be added to this sample flow,
either before injection into the system or at the injection point
by means of the outer coaxial jacket surrounding the sample
injector. This N2 flow is used especially when the sample flows
are small, e.g., when the capillary is used. to positively sweep the
sample into the reaction zone. Coaxial N, flow is initially adjusted
to optimize the measured intensity for a given configuration and
sample molecule. It is then adjusted as necessary throughout the
experiment to compensate for changes in the sample gas flow,
i.e., to keep the total flow constant in order to ensure that the
mixing dynamics that occur downstream upon injection of the
active nitrogen remain reasonably constant. The partial pressure
in the flowtube. which is a result of the sample plus N, sweeping
flow, is a sufficiently accurate diagn05tiC for adjusting the carrier
N, flow. This partial pressure is typically about one third of the
total flowtube operating pressure. Active nitrogen is also injected
into the flow and accounts for the balance of the 2- to 5-Torr
flo"tube pressure. It is prepared by passing a flow of pure nitrosen
gas contained in a 12-mm o.d. quartz tube through a 7o-W
microwave discharge upstream of the injection point. The
discharge is confined to that portion of the 12-mm quartz tube
surrounded by a McCarroll type cavity (3).

The glow that results in the mixing region and extends
downstream is observed photoelectrically (RCA Model IP28)
through a monochromator. Normally, the glow consists primarily
of atomic emission, with a weaker background of N2 emission
resulting from the Lewis-Rayleigh afterglow. Significant emission
from other molecular species is seen only occasionally. The
intensity of one of the atomic lines provides 8 qualitative measure
(Equation 2) of the concentration of the parent molecule from
which it was derived, if there are no other sources of that atom
in the system and if the active nitrogen concentration remains
relatively constant and unperturbed hy the sample gas in the
observation area. A simple calibration over the concentration
range of interest in order to verify Equation 3 is all that is
necessary to quantify the measurements for any particular ex­
perimental setup and sample gas.

For TMB, calibration consisted of the preparation of a dilute
"standard" mixture of I part TMB in 10' parts of N•. Further
dilution gave irreproducible results. This minure was then passed
through the capillary (the orifice provided too large a flow) at a
known rate, and the signal I al was measured. The use of the
known pumping speed of our system (3.25 L/s) enahled the TMB
concentration in the observation area to be calculated. By means
of Equation 3b. the calibration was thus effected. When such
dilute mixtures and low flows of TMB were used, it was necessary
to allow the system sufficient time to reach a steady-state
equilibrium point before calibration data were taken. Experi­
mentally we observed that with TMB. 15 min or more were
necessary at very low flows. Although the TMB mixtures were
made with N,. such standard mixtures could also be mada with
other diluent gases, or with multiple trace samples in order to

(2)

(3a)

(la)

(3b)

(lb)

I = K'(A)

where K = K'K" is a constant. For TMB.

I Bi = KBi(TMB)

(A) = K"(M)

Experiments In which the newly developed analytical tech­
nique, metastable transfer emission spectrometry (MTES), was
used Indicate that this method can be effectively used to detect
and measure small concentrations of melal and semlmetal
alkyls and hydrides In the gas phase. The molecules trl­
methylblsmuth (TMB) and germane (GeH,) were used for the
prototype systems. However, many other molecules In these
two classes can also be detected. Both TMB and GeH, have
been measured In a Ilowtube device to concentrations 01 less
than 107 molecules/em', or an eqUivalent detectlvlty In the
sample gas 01 belter than 1 ppb. The flowtube detection
device and Its application to various problems are discussed.
Other classes 01 compounds that should be detectable with
our device are Identified.

or

I=K(M)

The recent development (J) of the new qualitative and
quantitative measurement technique, metastable transfer
emission spectrometry (MTES), has made it possible to detect
various atomic vapors in a gas flow to concentrations of as low
as 10' atoms/em'. This technique has been adapted, with no
increase in experimental complexity, to permit the detection
and measurement of many gas-phase molecules. The tech·
nique involves the mixing of 8 flow of sample gas, which
contains traces of the molecule to be measured, with active
nitrogen (2). The active nitrogen breaks apart the molecule
and electronically excites one of its constituent atoms, e.g.,
Bi in the case of trimethylbismuth (TMB). Emission from
the atoms is then monitored. The spectrum identifies the
atom(s) present, and the intensities (l) of one or more of the
emission lines are used as 8 measurement of the concentration
of the emitting species:

Thus, from Equation 1,
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F1gIn 1. FIowlllbe _ for detection of gas-phase species by MTES

duplicate more accurately the unknown gOB that would ultimately
be nm in the system. The cooxial N, sweeping now could similarly
be replaoed by other gOB... Normally, when true unknowns are
run, the trace substances are present in concentrations much
smaller than 1:10'; henoe, for maximum sensitivity, the lorger now
afforded by the use of the orifice (0.005·cm radius hole) could
be used. These larger nows would require no additional sweeping
now; thus, high sensitivity could be obtained with direct at·
m06pheric sampling while maintaining the some system pressure.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
When the orifice is used, the now is controlled by means

of the upstream pressure (P,), If P, < 2P" where P, is the
downstream (nowtube) pressure, sonic now conditions exist
(4) and the now rate through the orifioe is directly proportional
to P" For now through the capillary, the now rate is again
controlled by the pressure, but the relation is more complex.
Poiseuille now normoUy develops (5), and the now rate dN/dt
of molecules through the capillary can be given with good
accuracy by the expression

dN = ..a·(P, + P,)(P, - P')(I + ~)
dt 16~hTI a (4)

wbere a is the inside radius of the capi1lory tube, I is its length,
P, and P, are the respective upstream and downstream
pressure, ~ is the viscosity of the gas nowing through the
capillary, and

i =~(! kT)'I'
P, + P, 2 m (5)

is the slip coefficient. The last term of Equation 4 (in par'
entheses) is a slip correction factor (5), which compensates
for the fact that the velocity of the molecules nowing down
the narrow tube is not zero at the walls. Reasonably long
lengths of stainless·steel capillary tubing of a = 0.005 cm are
readily available commercially; for these experiments, a
relatively ehort length (I = 16 cm) is sufficient.

For convenience, Equation 4 may be rewritten as

~ = 16::~1 Z (6)

where

Z =(PI + P,)(P, - P,)[ 1 + a(p,·: P,) ]( 2..~T)'"
(7)

A steady now of the sample gas, in this case 1 part TMB
in 10· parts N" was established through the capillary. The
now was then shunted to a known volume at the some pressure
(P,). By the measurement of the time required for a small
pressure rise in the known volume, it was possible to determine
the now rate (dN/dt). Measurements were taken for several
values of P" dN/dt was then plotted \'S. Z(P,.P,) (Figure 2).

Clearly, a straight line resulted, demonstrating that the
dependence of the now on pressure given by Equation 6 is
indeed valid. For this plot, P, was varied from 40 to 310 Torr.
The iilitial concentration of the sample species in the nowtube
observation zone is calculated from dN/dt and the pumping

INlllAl. TMB COScrHTRAllOl\ + l09kno1fwles.'tplJ,
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FIgure 2. CapiIaJy flow rale and iltensl1y of Bi 3068-A emission plotted
YS. Z and Inltial TMB concentration

1611.

J0J9A

21~A

'}iO~ A

2691 A- -1
7197 A

Jr
A

mlA II I
figure 3. MTES spectrum obtained from trace liJ1lOU1ts of GeH, nixed
wtth active nitrogen

speed of the nowtube system.
Various nows of the TMB sample through the capi1lory and

into the nowtube were established, and the signal intensity
(n produoed by Bi emission at 3068 Awas measured to check
the validity (i.e., the simple linearity) of Equation 3. IBi was
plotted vs. Z. The result was again a straight line, as predicted,
and, when the intensity scale was normalized at one point to
coincide with Figure 2, the lines merged. Thus, at least for
TMB, IBi is indeed proportional to the TMB concentrations,
within the limits described previously, and Equation 3 holds.
The range of linearity for TMB concentration measurements
with our apparatus was from 1010 TMB/cm' to 10' TMB/cm'.
At higher concentrations, the plots showed some curvature,
presumably because of active nitrogen depletion. With added
difficulty, the measurements could be extended above
IO'·/cm'in the current device by a careful calibration of the
nonlinear portion of the curve. Signal·to-noise considerations
prevented the measurement of concentrations below 10'/cm'.
Lower concentrations could probably be measured with an
optimized sY'Stem with respect to f number, spectral slit width,
and detector sensitivity. A concentration of 10' TMB/cm'
was detected with a spectral slit width of 16 A FWHM. The
reduction of the slit width to 1.6 A resulted in poorer de·
tectivity by a factor of 14; the upper limit of 10'·/cm' reo
mained, of course, unchanged.

Germane (GeH.), a gas at room temperature, was also
studied with the use of the MTES system. Dilutions of up
to 2:10" of GeH, in N2 were used, and the intensity of the
265I·A Ge emission line was monitored. A spectrum of the
emission that results when active nitrogen is mixed with a gas
now containing trace amounts of GeH. is shown in Figure 3.
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CONCLUSIONS

Quantitative detection of a gaseous alkyl (TMB) and a
hydride (GeH.) at 1 ppb or less was demonstrated. Spectra
were obtained that indicate that our process will be genenilly
applicable to many molecules belonging to these two classes
of compounds. In particular, tetraethyllead probably can be
detected at conoontrations well below the toxic level Similar
evidence exists in the literature that strongly indicates that
a wide variety of metal carbonyls (IO) and haIid... (I1) could
be detected and measured directly with our technique.

In a previous publication (1), we reported the detection of
Bi atoms at a concentration of 10'/em". It is probable that
the reported sensitivity (107/ em3) of the identical technique
to trimethylbismuth is limited by the ability ofactive nitrogen
to effect the decomposition of the metal complex. An auxiliary
discharge or pyrolytic techniques applied to th~ gas flow
containing the sample may improve the detectivity of the order
of 10' to 10'. As an alternative method, the sample may be
passed through the same microwave discharge used to prepare
the active nitrogen; however, design changes would be required
to avoid the loss of metal downstream of the discharge.

Our technique looks promising for many applicationa.
Three of the most obvious uses are: (I) as an alarm system
for toxic gases of the types in question, (2) a method of
ana\y2ing feedstock gases uaed in the manufacture aDd doping
of solid-state electrical components, and (3) a method of
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the general process invol_ the stripping down at the molecule
to the oontral atom, probably by successive attacks on the N
atoms present in the active nitrogen. Subsequent (one-tltep)
excitation of the stripped atom by bimolecular coJlision with
the N2(A32::) would then account for the oboerved
fluorl:8Cence (8, 9). It is unimportant whether the stripping
reaction is rUllt order or a more complex function of the active
nitrogen concentration. Since MTES requires that the active
nitrogen concentration be essentially constant, the analysis
is valid as long as the overall kinetics are linear in the con­
centration of the sample molecule, which has been the case
over a reasonably large concentration range for all molecules
investigated thus far. As mentioned previously, however,
deviations from linearity (other than simple saturation) have
been observed with GeH•. At high concentrations of sample
gas, it is probable tbat secondary reactions with intermediate
products of the stripping process may begin to play an im­
portant role. In any case, when working with a new molecule,
the linearity expressed in Equation 3 should be verified
empirically in the concentration range of interest.

The absolute accuracy achieved on a concentration mea­
surement will depend on many factors, including the nature
of the unknown, the background matrix in which it is em­
bedded, spectral interferences, and, of course, the accuracy
of the calibration standards. Reproducibility normally will
be one of the prime considerations affecting accuracy. Similar
flow conditions must be maintained in the devioo throughout
an experiment, including keeping the active nitrogen pro­
duction rate constant. Gross changes in the flow or com­
position of the sample and carrier gas must also be avoided.
which is especially important if they contain species such as
0" which can reduce detectivity both by quenching active
nitrogen and by reacting with free atoms.

Throughout the experiments with TMB and GeH., the
results were cross-checked, which included running identical
concentrations on different days and comparing results ob­
tained in the same experiment but using two calibration
standards that differed in concentration by several orders of
magnitude_ Within the limits of applicability for the method,
as described previously, it has been possible to achieve
routinely an accuracy of ±15% (for 80% of the measurements)
for all but the smallest concentrations.
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Note that there is a relatively featureless background, clear
of any significant spectral interferences. This featureless
background is generally the case when MT"'-.S is used. If there
are any spectral interferences, they are normally atomic lines
resulting from other trace materials present. In a manner
similar to that described for TMB, the validity of Equation
3 for GeH. was verified. These results are plotted in Figure
4, where a log-log format was used to accommodate the large
dynamic range of the detection system. The emission intensity
at 2651 A is proportional to tl>e initial GeH. concentration
over a range of 5 'orders of magnitude. The dashed line in
Figure 4 was drawn with a slope of 1 and parallels the loci of
data points.

Note that GeH. was detected at concentrations below 10'
GeH./cm' or with about 0.1 ppb of GeH. in the sample gas
flow. As before, this was achieved with a 1t>:A spectral slit
width. The effective upper limit of detection, determined as
the highest concentration where the linear relation given by
Equation 3 still holds, is approximately 10" GeH./cm3, as can
be seen from Figure 4. With most trace molecules, this point
was indicated by a bending over of the curve towards the
x-axis, resulting from depletion of the active nitrogen.
However. an interesting variation was observed with GeH•.
At concentrations between 1010 and 10" GeH./cm', the in­
tensity of the Ge 2651-A emission line actually increased with
the GeH. concentration at a rate increasingly faster than linear
before finally saturating. Clearly, some secondary reaction
was involved, but no specific mechanism is suggested at this
time. The onset of saturation was indicated visually by a
constriction of the pale yellow Lewis-Rayleigh afterglow and
the appearance of new colors.

A number of other substances were put into the MTES
system as "trace molecules", primarily to determine if they
could be detected by means of the method; minimum and
maximum detectable concentrations were not measured. All
the materials tested were detected. Among them were AsH"
PH3, SiH., AI(CH,)3, Ga(C2H.)" and Ge(C2H.).. With the
exception of PH" all of these materials yield clean atomic line
spectra when added to active N2• PH, and active nitrogen
produce the PN A'}; - X'}; band system.

All of the "trace molecules" investigated thus far in the
MTES apparatus exhibit a concentration region wherein the
relation between the atomic emission intensity and the
molecular concentration is linear, Le., a region where Equation
3 holds. The exact kinetic sequence that occurs when a traoo
molecule is mixed with active nitrogen is not presently known;
in fact, the reaction mechanism almost certainly differ.! for
different molecular species (6, 7). It appears, however, that
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analyzing combustion effluents.
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Determination of Microgram Amounts of Some Transition
Metals in Seawater by Methyl Isobutyl Ketone-Nitric Acid
Successive Extraction and Flameless Atomic Absorption
Spectrophotometry

Tsu Kal Jan' and David R. Young

SouthMn CaHfomla Coastal Waler Resaarch Project. EI Segundo. California 90245

A melhod Is presenled lor Ihe analysis 01 Irace melals In
..awater al concentrallons below 11'g/L The melhod uIllizes
a rneIhylllobulyl ketone (MIBK) extraction procedure loIIowed
by a n"rIc acid back extraction step (10 slablllze Ihe melal
complexes), and analy.l. by lIameless alomlc absorption
apeclropholomelry. The delectlon 11m". lor Ag, Cd, Cr, Cu,
Fe, HI, Pb, and Zn are 0.02, 0.003, 0.05, 0.05, 0.20, 0.10, 0.03,
and 0.03 I'g/L, respectively. For lhose melals occurring below
11'g/L, Irtpllcale analy_ oIlhr.. dlfferenl seawaler samples
yield mean relative standard deviations ranging Irom 18 10
25%.

Flamel.... atomic absorption 6pectrometry is being widely
utilized for metals determinations in aqueous 68mples because
of its low detection limits (on the order of I ug/L) and its
relative ease of operation. However f concentrations of most
trace metals in seawater are often considerably below this level
In addition, certain of the dissolved solids in seawater (totaling
about 3.5 giL) may cause serious interferences in the de­
termination of such elements 88 Ag, Cd, Cu, Pb, and Zn.
Hence, a sample preparation technique is necessary to pre·
concentrate trace elements from seawater and separate them
from the interfering components. Many 6tudies (1-6) have
been reported to serve this purpose, but ion exchange and
MIBK extraction are the two methods moat generally used.
The Chelex·lOO cation·exchange method of Riley and Taylor
(1) requires a large sample size and gives low recovery effi"
ciencies for Cr and Cu, two metals of great interest to marine
ecologists (7). Brooks et aI. (3) developed an APDC·MIBK
extraction technique for the determination of six elements in
saline water by flame atomic absorption spectrophotometry.
However, their work did not include three metals of primary
concern (Ag, Cd, Cr); it also waalimited by the instability of
'the metal complexes formed (leas than one day). Therefore,
we have attempted to overcome these difficulties by devel­
oping a revised procedure for the determination of Ag, Cd,

Cr, Cu. Fe. Ni. Pb. and Zn in seawater. This procedure in­
volves an APDC·M1BK extraction step followed by back
extraction with 4 N nitric acid. The metals complexes in the
acid extract were found to be stable for more than one week.
with the exception of the Ag complex. which is stable only
for about 3 days. Here we present the details of this procedure,
and compare the results "ith those obtained by the Chelex-l00
ion exchange and APDC-MIBK single extraction methods.

EXPERIMENTAL

Apparatus. A Varian-Techtron atomic absorption spectro­
photometer (model AA-6), equipped with a carbon rod atomizer
(model 63) and a background corrector (model BC-6). wss used
for all trace metal measurement.. Two and one-half uL of treated
sample solution was injected into the graphite tube using a
Unimetrics micropipetter (model 8010), and absorbance peaks
were recorded in the peak·read mode. The instrumental settings
for each element are given in Table I. A Beckman Model H-5
pH meter with glass electrode W8S used for pH adjustment8 and
a Burrell wrist action shaker was used for the extractions.

Reagent. and Materials. The following analytical reagent
grade chemicals were used without further purification: Am­
monium hydroxide. concentrated and 1 N solutions; 5% am­
monium acetate buffer solution, pH adjusted to 5.5 with acetic
acidi metal standard solutions, which were made from dilutions
of 1000 ppm stock solutions (Varian-Techtron). Nitric acid wss
double distilled from Vycor (G. Frederick Smith Chemical Co.).
MIBK wss double distilled and 1'lo ammonium pyrrolidine
dithiocarbamate aqueous solution (APDC) was freshly prepared
and then purified by redistilled MIBK. Distilled deionized water
(DOW) was used for all rinses and dilutions. Chelel-l00 resin
(Bio·Rod Laboratories) wss purified with 1 N HNO, solution and
then successively treated with 1 N NH,OH solution and
CH,COONH, buffer to convert it to an ammonium form.

The seawater 6/UDples were collected in Nalgene polyethylene
bottles and flltered through a 0.4·um Nuclepore membrane filter
packed with polypropylene separators. The flltered 6/UDples were
acidified with concentrated HNO, to a pH of 2 and preserved by
refrigeration. Nalgene Teflon beakers with Teflon covers and
Teflon sepsratory funnels were used for 6/UDple preparations.
Glass chromatography columns. 2 cm in diameter fitted with
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Table 1. Inst.rument.aJ Settings for AAS of Metals in Seawater Extracta

Cu Fe Ni Pb Zn

324.7 248.3 232.0 217.0 213.9
3 5 5 5 5
0.5 0.2 0.2 1.0 0.5
3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5
6.0 6.0 6.0 4.0 4.0
7.0 8.0 8.0 6.5 6.5
4 4 4 4 4

Cr

357.9
5
0.2
3.5
6.0
7.5
4
I

Cd

228.8
5
0.5
3.5
4.0
7.0
4

Ag

328.1
3
0.5
3.5
5.0
6.5
4

clement

wavelength, om
lamp current, rnA
spectral slit, om
drY,a 50s
ash,a 20 s
atomizeD 2 s
N, gas, L/min
H, gas, L/min

a Arbitrary dial settings on the M·63 power supply.

Table III. Analytical Blanks and Detection Limits

a Mean of 4 determinations. b For a 20Q-mL seawater
sample using 5 mL of 4 N HNO J as the back extraction

rcage_n_t_.------------------

° Filtered island control seawater (200 mL) spiked with
metal standard solution. b After correctin~ for concen­
tration measured in unspikcd sample. C SD = standard
deviation, n = 3.

Tablc IV. Recovery of Metals from Spiked Seawater

~~
IJg foundb

avo
clement addedo mean SlY recovery, %

Ag 0.037 0.007 0.0007 19
0.185 0.024 0.0006 13

Cd 0.020 0.016 0.0025 80
0.100 0.081 0.0085 81

Cr 0.025 0.020 0.0026 80
0.125 0.117 0.0279 94

Cu 0.100 0.103 0.0219 103
0.500 0.373 0.0528 75

Fc 0.100 0.069 0.0095 69
0.500 0.381 0.0796 76

Ni 0.100 0.080 0.0081 80
0.500 0.391 0.0099 78

Pb 0.050 0.035 0.0023 70
0.250 0.163 0.0329 65

Zn 0.050 0.059 0.0064 118
0.250 0.192 0.0439 77

detection
limit.b Jlg/L

0.02
0.003
0.05
0.05
0.20
0.10
0.03
0.03

analytical
blank," ~g/L

<0.02
<0.003
<0.05
<0.05

0.10
<0.10
<0.03

0.06

Ag
Cd
Cr
Cu
Fc
Ni
Pb
Zn

element

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Effect of HN03• A preliminary lest was first conducted
to determine the extraction efficiencies obtained by using
various strengths of nitric acid in the back extraction step.
Table II lists the relative recoveries of trace elements from
spiked seawater. These results show that, in most cases,
hi~hest recoveries were ubtained by using a 4 N HN03 so­
lution. Therefore. this concentration of HN03 was selected
for this study.

Analytical Blanks, Detection Limits, and Recoveries.
Because of the very low concentrations of trace elements which
usually occur in seawater, special care must be taken at all
phases of the procedure to minimize contamination. Typical
analytical blanks and detection limits for a 200·mL sample
are given in Table Ill. To test the overall recovery, 200 mL
of filtered seawater was spiked with known amounts of eight
elements at two concentration levels and the metals were

~g
relative rccovcryb

clement addcdo 2N 4N 6N

Ag 0.037 1.0 1.0 1.5
Cd 0.020 1.2 1.0 1.1
Cr 0.025 1.2 1.0 0.83
Cu 0.100 1.0 1.0 1.3
Fe 0.100 0.61 1.0 0.75
Ni 0.100 0.88 1.0 0.84
Pb 0.050 0.21 1.0 0.81
Zn 0.250 0.79 1.0 0.75

Table II. Effect of Nitric Acid Concentration on
Metals Determination

a Filtered island control seawater (200 mL) spiked with
metal standard solution. b Results are mean values ob­
tained from 3 replicates (corrected for unspikcd values)
ruld are determined relative to the recovery obtained using
Ii N UNO) as the back extraction reagent.

Teflon stopcocks, were used for the ion-exchange procedure. All
laboratory wares were cleaned in 690 HN03 solution (analytic
reagent) for more than 24 h and rinsed with DOW.

Calibration Standards. Internal standards were prepared
fur the MIBK single extraction method by addi·,g incremental
amounts of the eight elements in seawater; these were treated
with the regular samples. Standards for the MIBK-HN03

successive extractiun "and Chelex·lOO ion-exchange methods were
prepared in acid solution, and spiked seawat.er samples with
standards were processed along with the nonspiked samples to
make the necessary corrections.

Procedure. For the APDC-MIBK extraction, a 200-mL
seawater sample in 8 Tenon beaker containing 2 mL of 1% APDC
is heated to incipient boiling at 8 pH of about 4. The purpose
of heating the sample is to make the complexation of CrUll) with
APDC possible, but care must he taken to avoid extensive boiling.
or poor recovery will be ()h~cn'ed. After cooling to room tem­
perature, 7 mL of MIBK is added to the S8mple and the mixture
is trullsferrcd into a polyethylene bottle and shaken for 25 min
on n mechanical shaker. After allowing the layers to separate in
o separatory funnel for 20 minutes. the bottom (aqueous) layer
is discarded and the orf:l:anic layer is drained into a polyethylene
bottle.

For the acid back extraction, [) mL of -l N HNO:l is pipetted
into the MIBK eXl-ract obtained from the previous step. and the
mixture is shaken for 20 min. After transferring the mixture into
a Tenun separatory funnel find standing for 20 minutes, the acid
layer is drained into a polyethylene bottle and preserved in a
refrigerator until analyzed. Anal)1ical blanks arc determined by
filtcring 200 mL of DDW through a O.4·~m filtcr and then
processing it with the regular samples.

For the Chelex-lOO ion-exchange procedure, I L of sample is
adjusted to a pH of 7.6 ± o.~ and pass.cd throug:h un exchange
column, which is filled to u depth of 4 cm of Chelex·lOO resin,
with the now rate not exceeding 5 mL/rnin. After rinsing the
column with 250 mL of DDW, 25 mL or 4 N HNO, is used to elule
the metals at a flow rate not exceeding 1 mL/min, and the eluate
is collected in a polyethylene bottle for subsequent analysis.
Analylical blanks arc determined by passing 1 L of pre· filtered
DDW through a Chelex-loo column and then processing it ·..ith
the regular samples.
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Table V. Preciaion of the MmK-HNO, Succeuive Extraction Method

seawater A seawater BC

mean mean SD
RSD,

%

seawater Co mean RSD, %

RSD, <1 >1
mean SD % Ilg/L Ilg/L

Ag <0.02 <0.02 <0.02
Cd 0.086 0.0044 5.1 0.049 0.0219 45 0.084 0.0061 7.3 19
Cr 0.08 0.026 33 0.09 0.006 6.7 0.11 0.017 15 18
Cu 0.32 0.0173 5.4 0.74 0.332 45 2.28 0.633 28 25 28
Fe <0.20 1.35 0.203 15 2.23 0.045 2.0 8.5
Ni 0.14 0.0153 11 0.19 0.086 45 0.71 0.081 11 22
Pb 0.03 0.006 20 0.12 0.035 29 0.28 0.031 11 20
Zn 0.03 0.006 20 5.41 0.561 10 5.90 0.191 3.2 20 6.6

"Seawater Band C received pre-filtered (0.451l) and frozen; analytical blanks are listed in Table III. b SD ~ standard de·
viation. n .:: 3. C RSD.:: relative standard deviation.

Table VI. Trace MeW. Analysia of Seawater (Sample D)
Using MIBK·HNO, Succcuive Extraction and Cbelex·l00
10n·Exchange Methoda

MlBK-HNO, ion
ex traction exchange

Cd•• g/L 0.039 0.026
0.038 0.044
0.052 0.036

mean 0.043 0.035
SD" 0.008 0.009
% RSD' 19 26

Zn,llg/L 0.08 <0.2
<0.03 <0.2

0.06 <0.2

mean <0.06 <0.2
SD -0.015
%RSD -25

a SD = standard deviation. b RSD = relative standard
deviation.

determined using standards prepared in acidic solution. As
indicated in Table IV, the recovery values for seven elements
were greater than 65% and averaged 82%, while the recovery
of Ag was less than 20%.

Precision. The precision of the MIBK-HNO, successive
extraction method was evaluated by analyzing three water
samples, each in triplicate, for eight elements; the results are
given in Table V. Seawater A was collected at 33°24'05" N,
118°9'30" W, 18 km off the east end of Catalina Island, Calif.
This is considered to be an "island control" station. Seawater
B was taken at 51°44' N, 02°23' E, reported to be a "coastal
control" site. Seawater C was sampled at 52°03' N, 04°04'

E, in a region considered to be "polluted". Both seawater B
and C were provided us by an International Council for the
Exploration of the Sea working group as part of an inter­
natiooal intercalibration program. As shown in Table V, for
concentrations below Illg/L, the relative standard deviations
(RSD) averaged 21 % (range: 5.1-45%); for concentrations
above Illg/L (only Fe and Zn in seawater B, and Cu, Fe, and
Zn in seawater C), the mean RSD was II % (range: 2.0-28%).
Below I Ilg/L, the mean RSDs for Cd, Cr, Cu, Ni, Pb, and
Zn were 19, 18, 25, 22, 20, and 20%, respectively, while above
I Ilg/ L, the mean RSDs for Cu, Fe and Zn were 28, 8.5 and
6.6,},o, respectively.

Comparison of Methods. To compare this method with
that of the single MIBK extraction procedure (for Ag, Cr, Cu,
Fe, Ni, and Pb) and Chclex·l00 ion exchange (for Cd IUld Zn),
two surface seawater samples were coUected off the southern
California coast (Seawater D at Ormond Beach, 34°07'30" N,
119°10'45" W; Seawater E in Santa Monica Bay, 33°55'30"
N, 118°33'15" W). Both samples were filtered through a
O.4-llm Nuclepore filter within a few hours of collection, were
acidified to a pH of 2, and were split into two a1iquots for
analysis by different methods. For seawater D, the ion-ex­
change procedure was utilized within a few days of collection,
whereas the aliquot for the MIBK-HNO, successive extraction
was processed the following week. Seawater E was analyzed
by both the MIBK single extraction and MIBK-HNO, suc­
cessive extraction methods the day after collection. As in­
dicated in Tables VI and VII, the results for Cr, Cu, Fe, and
Ni obtained by the different methods agreed within 10%; for
Cd, within 19%. However, a variation of 32% was obtained
for Pb analyzed by the different procedures. For most metals,
the lowest RSD value was obtained with the MIBK-HNO,
successive extraction method. One of the most significant

Table VII. Trace MeW. Analyaia of Seawater (Sample E) Using MIBK Single Extraction and MIBK·HNO, SucceBaive
Extraction Methoda

method AI,llg/L Cr,llg/L CU,llg/L Fe,llg/L Ni,llg/ L Pb,llg/L

MIBK-HNO, <0.02 0.14 0.78 3.28 0.59 0.29
extraction <0.02 0.17 0.73 3.57 0.59 0.25

<0.02 0.16 0.82 3.51 0.59 0.28
<0.02 0.12 0.82 3.10 0.59 0.31

mean <0.02 0.15 0.79 3.37 0.59 0.28
SD" 0.022 0.043 0.22 0.00 0.025
~RSD' 7.3 5.4 6.5 0.0 8.9

MlBK lingle <0.01 0.11 0.95 3.40 0.51 0.32
extraction <0.01 0.15 0.75 3.47 0.54 0.40

<0.01 0.15 0.67 3.15 0.54 0.34
<0.01 0.19 0.84 4.05 0.56 0.43

mean <0.01 0.15 0.80 3.52 0.54 0.37
SD 0.033 0.120 0.380 0.021 0.051
~RSD 22 15 11 3.9 14

• SD = standard deviation. • RSD = relative ltandard deviation.



aspects of the new procedure is the significantly lower de­
tection limit for seawater Zn (0.03 "giL), primarily due to the
lower analytical blank. This is important in the view of the
extremely small concentrations «0.1 "giL) of dissolved Zn
which can occur in unpolluted seawater (8).

Stability and Application. The stability of metals in the
acid extract was observed by comparing the absorbance of
these with metal standards prepared in acid solution over a
two-week period. No measurable change was found for Cr
and Cu after two weeks, or Cd, Fe, Ni, Pb and Zn after one
week. However, the Ag level was stable for only about three
days; after one week its signal decreased substantially. This
probably is due to the absorption of Ag on the walls of the
polyethylene container.

The MIBK-HNO, two-step successive extraction procedure
described here appears to be a useful method for the analysis
of Ag, Cd, Cr, Cu, Fe, Ni, Pb, and Zn in filtered seawater, with
detection limits ranging from 0.003 to 0.2 "giL. Because of
the excellent stability of the final extract for all of these metals,
this method is particularly useful when the analysis of more
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tban one element in several aeawater 88JDples is desired_
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Aluminum Determination by Atomic Emission Spectrometry
with Calcium Atomization Inhibition Titration

J. H. L1u and C. O. Huber·

Department of Chemistry. UniversIty of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201

Aluminum Inhibition effects on calcium lIame ..mission were
employed to study the determlnaUon 01 aJwnImm. The rale_
eIlects oIlanlhanum on the cak:Ium flame amIsIIon 8IgnaI were
also Ull8d. The laller technique Involves the addition 01 calclurn
chloride followed by lanthanum chloride to the sample 8Olullon,
while monitoring the c81clum eml..lon signal. The 81gnal
enhancament due to the lanthanum releaea Ie Ine8rly related
10 aluminum concentration. A detection limit of 0,03 ppm AI
was found. A variety 01 81umlnum sample determlnallon.
compare well with those for e8tabllshed methods. The
technique Is promising In terms 01 speed, slmpllclty, and
precl8l0n when compared to conventional methods available
In the subl'pm range. The unu8ual shapes of these "lIIratlon
curves" yield unique Inlormatlon on 80me or the chemistry
occurlng during the mlll18econd time period during which a
droplet evaporates, dehydrate8, and then decomposes In the
name. Correlations are made between features 01 the tllraUon
curves and the releasing procell which poInlto a mechanl8m
Involving an equilibrium reacllon.

Aluminum is the third most abundant element in the
Earth's crust. Its abundance and wide use make its deter­
mination important environmentally as well as economically.
One example is the matter of "spent alum" disposal from
water filtration processes. The possibility of aluminum-related
effects on health has been discussed (J, 2). There are few
rapid, selective, and convenient methods for aluminum de­
termination at 8ub-parts-per-million levels (3). Direct name
atomic absorption requires an acetylene-nitrous oxide name
and is somewhat limited in detection limit. Indirectatomic
absorption measurement of aluminum by the enhancement

of aluminum on the signals for iron, cobalt, nickel, and
chromium were studied by Ottaway et aI. (4). Their inves­
tigation resulted in increased sensitivity. We report a
technique here which offers some analytical advantages. The
technique is based on atomization inhibition titration (AlT)
and subsequent release.

AIT is a procedure based upon "titrating" tbe eample
(inhibitor) solution being aspirated into the flame with a
monitor metal solution while observing the monitor metal
signal (5-7). The technique allows observation of atomic
absorption or emission signal vs. droplet composition. The
method yields unique titration curve shapes with information
not available by the more common techniques. It exploits,
rather than merely accommodale6, 80me of the draetic
chemical processes occuring in tbe droplet during its. ap­
proximately millisecond desolvation process. Calcium wae
selected as the name emission monitor metal because it
provides low detection limits and because formation of re­
fractories with aluminum has been well documented. Analysis
of the titration curves obtained can be used further to
charactcrize some of the droplet desolvation chemical
mechanisms which control tbe analytical 8ignals.

EXPERIMENTAL
Apparatus. The Jarrell-Ash Model 82-516 speclromew with

an infusion pump for titrant insertion is used for flame mea·
surement. For betlA!r signal-to-noise ratios and optical efficiency,
a 620-nm (CaO emission band) interference filter replaces the
monochromator (6). The hydrogen-air flame witb a pre-mix
chamber laminar flow burner provides the quiet, cool (below 2000
·C), relatively transparent name, and tbe relatively uniform
droplet size necessary.

All glassware used in these studies was acid·hardened by
SC>Bking in 3 N hydrochloric acid overnight to minimize erronI due
to leaching and solubility.

0003-2700/78/035().1253$01.0010 <e> 1978 Amorlcan CI10fTicaI Socloty
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figura 1. AlomIzalJon InhI>IIIon lItralJon curve

Procedure. A lOO'mL beaker containing 50 mL of sample
served .. the titration v....\. It w.. placed on a magnetic stirrer.
Immediately after ..piration was started, titrant now and reo
cording were initiated simultaneously by a common switch.
Titrant w.. added rontinuously with an infusion pump until well
past the appropriate end point so that appropriate linear ex·
trapolations could be made on the recorded titration curve. By
use of the infusion pump, titration procedures could be arranged
so that the most concentrated samples require about 2-3 min to
reach the end poinL The term "titration" used here refers to
procedure. The technique does not involve stoichiometric re·
actions in the bulk titration solution-the usual cue for titrations.

For potable and wastewater samples, acetylacetone was used
to separate aluminum from interferences. Aluminum was ex­
tracted from a pH 5 acetate buffer with a 50% (v/v) acetylacetone
solution in chloroform. A single extraction yields slightly over
90% of the aluminum in the organic phase so that 2-3 extractions
were required (8). Aluminum was re·extracted from the organic
phase by shaking with a 4 M HCI solution. The above procedure
removed Ca, Mg, Zo, Cd, Mo, Co, Ni, Ph, Hg, Ti, Cr(III), U(VI),
Fe(ll) (9), and some of the interfering anions. Fluoride ion
interfered with the separation procedure. When nuoride and
aluminum were present at a molar ratio of 4:1, only 50% of the
aluminum was reported to be extracted at pH 7 (8). In all ex·
periments, standards were pH adjusted and saturated with
acetylacetone in order to simulate extracted samples.

Reagellt. alld Solution•• All solutions were prepared from
reagant grade materials and double distilled water. Stock standard
solutions were prepared as follows.

Calcium carbonate was di..olved in a slight exco.. of hy·
drochloric acid. The solution w.. boiled to expel carbon dioxide
and, after cooling, made to predetermined volume with water.

Aluminum metal W8I dissolved in a slight excess of hydrochloric
.cid.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Analytical Method. The formation of refractory com­

pound. i. related to flame temperature and environment
(air-fuel ratio). Aluminum shows increasing inhibition as the
air:hydrogen ratio increases, but at the highest ratio there is
loss of sensitivity of Ca emission. Thus, an air-rich flame at
an optimal air:hydrogen ratio (1:1 now ratio at the bumer plus
chamber auxiliary air) is used. Titration curves for several
aluminum concentrations with a continuously added Ca titrant
solution containing 10 ppm as CaCl, are shown in Figure I.
The data show rather gradual change in slope (curvature) in
the regiOll8 whera inhibition ceases. Similar observations were
made by Daty and Schrenk (10). The shape of the curve was
affected by the nature of the anion. Using nitrate instead of
chloride gives a less rounded curve and hence a more complete
inhibition, For both aluminum nitrate and chloride solutions,
however, the data contrast with the much sharper shifts found
earlier in thia laboratory for the analysis of silicate (11) and
phosphate (12).

Linear extrapolations can be made, however, to locate the
end point. The critical ratio, a [(Ca)/(A\) at end point] was
found to be conatant with constant flame conditions. Linearity

leo

...-....-- ...Lof L..as •• _

Flgure 2. Atomization Inhibhlon-<elease tJtralJon curve

was found for plots of volume of calcium titrant added to reach
the ratio a vs. aluminum concentration. Blanks were necessary
to compensate for the presence of aluminum in the solvent
and the time lapse between initiation of titrant now and the
appearance of the titrant in the flame (about 2 s). The time
Ispse was dependent upon the aspiration rate and diameter
of the aspiration tubing (11). The concentration range of thia
method at a particular flame setting was about tenfold. At
higher concentrations identification of the linear segments of
the curve (Figure I) became difficult, but by selection of
air-fuel ratios to control the flame temperature and name
chemical environment, concentration ranges from 0.1 to
greater than 20 Itg/mL could be accommodated.

The atom ratio of calcium to aluminum at the endpoint (a)
of the titration was somewhat dependent on the air-fuel
mixture ratio. a was generally around 0.33-{).35, with very
slight increases as air:hydrogen ratio increases. As the flame
went very lean, the value of a increased rapidly to 0.44, in·
dicating that the flame chemical environment as well as flame
temperature governs the critical ratio. Under most flame
conditions (a = 0.33), the refractory mixed oxide formed
corresponds to 2CaO·3A1,03' Dinnin (13) has reported a CalAI
refractory atom ratio of 0.5 using a hydrogen-oxygen flame.
Rubesca (14) has collected these refractory particles and
analyzed them by x·ray diffraction. He suggested that a
number of mixed oxides were formed.

The importance of chemical environment in forming re­
fractory oxide has been shown by Slavin (15), where he used
Schlieren patterns to show that the exclusion of entrained
oxygen from the flame profoundly affected the formation of
refractory oxides. Elwell and Gidley pointed out that in an
excess of oxygen in the flame the dissociation of oxides will
be retarded in accordance with the mass action law (16).
Aluminum atomic absorption \Vas not found using an oxy·
cyanogen flame (17), even though it has a much higher
temperature than can. be obtained with a nitrous oxide­
acetylene flame (IB, 19) which does yield an AI signal.

Although titration curves such as in Figure 1 can be used
for aluminum concentration measurements, accuracy of the
extrapolations waslimit.ed by the amount of curvature. Within
a suitable concentration range, calcium depression is pro­
portional to aluminum concentration. Thus, determining
aluminum by a release effect is feasible. La, Sr, Mg, glycerol
and HCIO" Ba, EDTA, and oxine have been reported to
release AI from Ca; however, only Sr and La release totally
(I3). Experimental results show negligible La emission at 622
nm, and it was selected as the releaser.

Calcium was added until the critical ion ratio, a, was ex­
ceeded and a predetermined signal magnitude (/0 in F.igure
2) was attained. At this point, the addition of calcium was
discontinued and the addition of lanthanum begun via an
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Table IL Detection and Determination limit. by the
AIT·ReI..... Metbod

Table III. Accuracy and Precision for Determination of
AI in H,O by AlT· Rei.....

" Seven replicate runa, 0.100 "g AI/mL. • 95% C. l
and 5% RSD, see Parsons (20). e The concentration of •
solution which yields a signal equal to twice the standard
deviation of a series of measurements which ia distinctly
detectable above the baseline (definition recommended by
the Scientific Apparatus Makers Association).

.0.010 "g AI/mL
9.63%
0.20
0.032
0.02

standard deviationO
relative standard deviation. %0
determination limitb
detection limitb
detection limite

true mean
no. of value, determined 8,

detmns "g/mL "g/mL "g/mL 'JObi..

4 0.12 0.12 0.006
7" 0.10 0.10 0.009
4 0.070 0.081 0.008 16
4 0.050 0.051 0.003 2
4 0.030 0.025 0.008 -17
4 0.010 0.009 0.009 -10

" Used to calculate detecLion limit (20).

__ ~~d_~~~U~'_~_
'"),I_Q"

P-O/mlof It'llttfrrrnce

',",f • T,·"

Table I. Aluminum Determinationa by AIT·RELEASE

"gAI/mL1
estimated
standard comparison

sample deviation value

synthetic wastewater 0.28 0.2511

synthetic wastewater 0.69 0.500
Milwaukee Lap waLer 0.021 1 0.00. 0.03e
Milwaukee lap waLer 0.064 , 0.004 0.05e
Milwaukee Lap waLer 0.063 , 0.014 0.05e

AI base alloy, NBS 85. 0.29, 0.03 0.25d

AI base alloy, NBS 86b 0.21 1 0.02 0.18d

a Added as Alel). b Three replicates. C AI; reported by
water purification plant using Eriochrome cyanine R
photometric method. d As reported by NBS.

(8)

(1)
~,

Ca·3AI + La _ La·3AI + Ca
~,

where the calcium aluminate refractory i.l represented as
Ca·3A1. The rate of formation of free calcium is given by:

d(Ca)
-;u- = "',[(Ca), - (Ca)Il(La), - (La·3AI») (2)

where (Ca), and (La), are total concentrations of refractory
and free calcium, and lanthanum, respectively.

The rate of removal of free calcium is given by:

-d(Ca)
-d-t- = "',(La'3AI)(Ca)

O.Oll'gjmL AI), the relative standard deviation increoses to
100%. The cause attributed to this is the presence of sig­
nificant quantities of aluminum in all laboratory reagents and
the laboratory environment. Samples ofO.02/lijmL and 0.04
I'gjmL of AI when exposed to the laboratory environment in
open beakers for 24 h were found to contain 0.04 and 0.07
I'gjmL of AI, respectively. A. J. Blotcky et aI. (21) used
activation analysis to show that even distilled and dis­
tilled·deionized water contains O.oI-o.03 I'gjmL of AI.

Mechanism of the ReleaBe Effect. The mechanisms
accounting for the shape of the titration curve (see Figure 2)
can be stated os follows. Initially there is formation of re­
fractory calcium aluminate. Therefore, inhibition of calcium
emission is observed at calcium to aluminum rati08less than
the critical ratio, a. When lanthanum is added to the solution,
the reactions in the evaporating droplets are altered such that
calcium is released and the signal is restored. In this part of
the procedure, the response curve shows a shape which
suggests an equilibrium process. Further examination of these
curves showed that total lanthanum concentration divided
by calcium signal intensity VB. total lanthanum concentration
yields excellent linearity (minimum correlation coefficient of
0.997) for samples ranging from 0.1 to O.5/lijmL aluminum.

A simple equilibrium model can be suggested for the re­
actions occuring in the evaporating droplets for the release
process:

Figure 3. Interference level of various cations for determlnaUon of
0.1 1'9/mL. AI, pH 5. With no Interferences pre.ent, t>.l = 32

infusion pump. With increasing lanthanum concentration,
s distinct upward shift in emission intensity was obtained
corresponding Lo the releose of the calcium inhibited by the
aluminum (iii in Figure 2). The magnitude of iii wos found
to increase with 10, the signal when calcium addition is dis·
continued. It is therefore necessary to discontinue calcium
addition at a constant 10 value when making a series of
measurements. With this precaution, values of 10 between
0.1 and 0.2 (full scale 1.0) were suitable. Accuracy of the
method can be expected to be independent of the mode of
addition of reagents. The release (iii) is linearly related to
the aluminum concentration. The AIT-releose technique was
applied to several samples (Table 1). The sample solutions
from the aluminum base alloys (-90% AI) were determined
without the acetylacetone extraction step.

Silicates, ph1J5phates, and sulfate interfere because they also
form refractories with calcium, and lanthanum also releases
those inhibition refractories. Accordingly, there is a signal
enhancement when such anions are present. The effects of
the cations of Fe, Cu, Zn, Mg, Cd, V, Ti, and H on the
analytical signal were examined. With the exception of Fe
and Zn, there was a measurable discrepancy for loo.fold excess
of interference. The extent and relative concentrations are
indicated in Figure 3. The acetylacetone solvent extraction
prevents the interference of the refractory forming anions and
of the alkaline earth cations,

When the release step is performed at lower pH, the
magnitude of the release signal is increosed. For 0.1 M HCI
the signal size for conditions corresponding to Figure 3 is 48
and goes to 90 for 4 N HCI. The signal shape, however, is
retained so that analytical measurements can be performed
if the acidity is maintained constant.

Repetitive runs on O.I·ppm Al samples provided the
standard deviation and relative percent standard deviation
data presented in Table II.

As examples of the accuracy and precision of the method,
the results for known solutions are shown in Table lll. The
precision decreases with decreasing concentration of alu­
minum. For a sample containing 0.5/li of AI (50-ml.. sample;
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At equilibrium, the two rates are equal. On algebraic rear·
rangement:

[(La),(La'3AI)) [(La),(La·3AJ)) h,(La 3Al)

(Ca) (Ca), + h,(Ca), (4)

Using Ie. ; h(Ca) where Ie. is the calcium signal intensity
and k is lbe analytical constant, Equation 4 can be rearranged
to:

[(L.),(La·3AI)) = [(La),(La'3AI») + h,(L.·3Al) (5)

Ie. h(C.),. h, h(Ca),

If it is assumed that the activity of solid La·3AI is constant
and the lanthanum activity in the releasing complex can be
neglected compared with lbe total concentration of lanthwlUm;
such that (La), - (La·3AI) ~ (La)., then Equation 5 can be
simplified. Two possibilities for such an assumption are: (I)
decomposition of lbe La·3Al release complexes to provide more
soluble reactant La, or (2) high activity of the soluble reactant
lanthanum compared to the possibly solid phase La·3AI.
Equation 5 then becomes:

(La), (La), h,(La'3AJ)
--=-- + (6)
Ie. h(Ca), h, h(Ca),

This equation correlates "ilb the linearity of (La),/Ie. vs. (La).
observed experimentally.

During the release process, both (Ca)., the total calcium
concentration and the aluminum concentration in the droplet
are constanL Thus, lbe inverse slope of Equation 6, Le., h(Ca)"
should be linearly related to aluminum concentration for the
various release experiments. This was found to be true ex·
perimentally over the range of 0.20 to 0.50 ~g AllmL.

The intercept in Equation 6 can be stated as

h,(La'3AI)
Y. = k,h(C.), (7)

Assigning unit activity to solid aluminum lanthanate and
substituting I .... ; h(Ca).. where I mu is the intensity signal
for full release of calcium one obtains

h,
- = Yo/max
h,

(8)

By this method h,lh. was evaluated over the range of 0.2 to
0.5 ~g/mL aluminum yielding hdk. ; 7.0 (s ; :to.8) x 10'.

The corresponding t:.G· for the releasing equilibrium can
be estimated using T; 373 K, the boiling point of the solvenL
The value obtained is: -8.3 kcall mol. Such a treatment
illustrates lbe possible usefulness of atomic inhibition titration
and atomic inhibition-release titration for examination of
flame and flash evaporation processes.

Previously reported work on the release of magnesium from
a fluoride refractory by addition of hydrochloric acid, in
contrast to the results reported here, showed that the release
signal was linearly related to the concentration of releasing
agent ill the droplet (22). In that case, the release was ap·
parently via hydrofluoric acid generation followed by its
irreversible removal due to hoth droplet concentration and
hydroOuoric acid volatility. Comparison of that case with the
presenl one implies diagnostic capabilities of lbese techniques
for droplet evaporation investigations.
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Determination of Trace Metals by Microwave Plasma
Spectrometry with an Atmospheric Pressure Helium Discharge

Andrew T. Zander1 and Gary M. HleftJe'

Department of Chamlstry. Indiana Unlvarsity, Bloomington, Indiana 47401

A recenlly described resonant cavny for generating micro­
wave-lnduced helium plasmas (MIPs) at abnospherlc pressure
has been evaluated lor use In the emission spectrometric
determination 01 metalle elements, and has been lound to oller
several advantages over anernallve designs. The new cavny
allows sell-Ignillon 01 an atmospheric pressure helium MIP.
In addnlon, the plasma which Is lormed exhlbHs slgnlflcanlly
Improved operallonal stability and Is considerably less sus­
ceptible to dlsrupllon by inJected aerosol samples. The heBum
MIP was used In conJuncllon with a single-shot mlcroarc
sample atomizer. WIth this cornblnallon, analyllcal caDbratlon
curves for Zn, Pb, Mn, Mg, Cu, Ca, and No are linear over 2
to 5 orders of magnnude 01 concentration; also, detection I1mIls
lor these elements are squalto or beUer than those obtainable
with other MIPs. As wnh most MIPs, the ionization 01 easily
Ionized elements must enher be overcome using lonlzallon
suppressants or exploited through use 01 Ion emission lines.
Interference Irom relractory elements Is less than that ex­
hlblled by most MIPs.

A new design of resonant cavity for the generation of 2450
MHz microwave-induced plasmas (MIPs) has been recently
described (J). The cavity has a minimal internal volume so
that energy density in the plasma chamber at a given input
power level is high enough to allow self· ignition of a helium
plasma at atmospheric pressure. Subsequent communications
(2,3) concerning this cavity have dealt with the theory of its
design, probable excitation mechanisms in plasmas formed
within it, and its use as a halogen and nonmetallic element
detector for gas chromatography.

The high excitation capahility and greatly improved sta­
bility of atmospheric pressure helium plasmas formed in this
cavity suggest its further application as an excitation source
for metallic elements in aqueous sample solutions. Ac­
cordingly, we have constructed, with minor modification, a
version of the cavity described by Beenakker (J -3) with a
microarc atomization Wlit (4). The microarc atomizer has also
been modified, to enable its operation in helium. The op­
erational characteristics of the resulting microarc/MIP ex­
citation source and its usefulness for the atomic emission
detection of several metallic elements have been studied.

EXPERIMENTAL

A modified microwave cavity was machined from a single piece
of 5-inch (l2.7-cm) diameter Cu cylindrical bar stock. The fmished
cavity, shown in Figure I, is 1.5 inches (3.8 cm) thick and weighs
about 5 pounds (2.3 kg). The cavity is essentially a fixed well
10 mm deep with a removable lid held in place by 12 bolts to
ensure good. electrical contact. The thickness of the cavity walls
and bottom were increased over those of the previous design (1)
for easier construction and mechanical stability. Also. the mi­
crowave power input connector was bolted directly to the cavity,
without further modification (I). The coupling loop (I), con-

1 Present address. Department of Chemistry, Cleveland Stale
University, Cleveland, Ohio 44115.

structed of I-mm diameter Cu wire, extended into the cavity 10
mm and is silver-soldered to the cavity bottom. A 7-mm hole is
formed in the center of the well and lid to allow insertion of the
quartz plasma chamber into the cavity. Because the introduction
of dielectric material such as the quartz chamber into the cavity
lowers the cavity resonant frequency (1,5), the internal diameter
of the cavity must be less than the resonant 3/.-wave distance
calculated to be 93.7 mm at 2450 MHz. Thus, the cavity was
constructed with an internal diameter of 92.5 mm, which can be
reduced ifdesired by means of 1hin.--40 brass tuning stuho located
on the cavity (I).

The central discharge chamber for the plasma was fabricated
from quartz tubing, 5-mm o.d., 3'mm i.d., and was approximately
3.5 em long. This chamber fit snugly into a quartz sleeve, 7·mm
o.d., 5-mm i.d., which was left in the cavity at all times. This sleeve
prevented introduction of any foreign material into the cavity
while the chamber was replaced or adjusted during the initial
set-up procedures. Presumably, the quartz sleeve would not be
required for a plasma system of fIxed conftguration. AT-shaped
chamber extended from the end of the plasma tube (Figure 2)
and housed the modified mieroarc atomizer. The '"T" was bent
out of the optical path so thermal emission from the microarc
was not seen by the detection system.

The microarc atomizer has been described previously (4) but
was modified in this work to allow its stable and efficient operation
in a helium environment. The operating voltage was increased
from 900 V. normally used with an argon microare discharge, to
1800 V to impart higher energy to the lower mass helium atoms.
Also, the anode was made of thoriated tungsten (2% Th, Alfa
Division, Ventron Corp., Danvers, Mass.) instead of stainless steel;
the thoriated tungsten served to stabilize the discharge sooner
after initiation. Conveniently. helium provides more rapid and
more e\·en heating of the tungsten sample filament than does
argon. The filament was V-shaped and constructed of O.5-mm
W wire; it would hold up to 10 ~L of sample solution.

The helium support gas for the microarc and plasma was
supplied through a l6-gauge stainless steel syringe needle placed
parallel to but above the microarc anode, with the tip of the needle
back 5 mm from the nat end of the thoriated tungsten anode.
The range of flow rates of helium for stable microare operation,
efficient sample transport, and optimum plasma operation was
experimentally determined to be between 300 and 450 mL/min.
A now rate of 400 mL/min optimized the time for sample
transport through the plasma and provided greatest signal levels.

Figure 3 is a schematic diBgram of the instrumental array. The
microwave power supply was a continuously variable. l()()..W
microwave generator (Model HV-15A, Sdntillonics, Inc., Fort
Collins, Colo.) operating at 2450 MHz. A coaxial cable, type RG/a.
(Belden Corp.. Richmond, Ind.) transmitted the microwave power
to a double-stub tuner (ModeI306A, PRD Electronics. Westbury,
L.I., N.Y.) which was connected to the UG/58 RF connector
(:82-24. Amphenol, RF Division, Danbury, Conn.) located on the
cavity. High-purity helium (99.999%) was used for the microarc
and microwave plasma. The microarc power supply has been
described previously (4). A plano-convex lens, of aperture f/4,
gathered the output radiation from the plasma and focused it on
the entrance slit of a medium resolution monochromator (Model
EU-7OC, Heath Co., Benton Harbor, Mich.). A Hamamatsu R212
photomultiplier tube (HTV Co., Ltd., Middlesex, N.J.) was used.
A picoammeter (Model 427, Keithley Instruments, Inc., Cleveland.
Ohio) converted the phototube current to a voltage which was
output to either a chart recorder (Model SR-204. Heath
Schlumberger Instruments, Benton Harbor, Mich.) for recording
peak height information or a PDP·12laboratory minicomputer
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Figura 2. Diagram 01 quartz plalma chamber. Tubing I. 3-mm J.d.,
5-mm o.d. end f~1 Inlide quartz II.eve of Figure 1

TUNING sruas
Figura 1. DIagram 01 245().MHz mlcrowava rasonant cavity. Inslda
cavity diameter, 9.25 em. cavity material, coppar (hatched ar.a).
Quartz llaove, 7-mm o.d., S-mm J.d

brass tuning screws on the cavity or with the double-stub tuner
on the UG/58 RF connector. Either method produced the
same results; consequently, the cavity was regularly tuned
using the double-stub tuner, so the holes for the on-cavity
tuning screws could be employed for cooling (see below).

The plasma ignited readily whenever the reflected power
was tuned below 20 Wand 75 W were directed to the cavity.
Once the plasma was ignited, the reflected power could be
easily tuned to 0 W.

Power Applied. The microwave power supply was gen­
erally run at 100 W forward power (FPl, although exact
measurements of the microwave power dissipated in the
plasma were not taken. It is assumed that the power utilized
by the plasma was less than the 100 W applied since some
of this power was lost as heat by the cavity.

Cooling. The cavity thermally stabilized after approxi­
mately 15 min from the time of first plasma ignition. The
external skin temperature of the cavity was about 90 ·C with
100-W FP applied.

The utility of cooling the cavity was investigated. Using
the double-stub tuner for tuning, the on·cavity tuning screws
were removed and the holes used for cooling of the cavity, with
the hole on the outer edge of the cavity being used as the
cooling gas inlet. The cooling gas was p....d through a drying
trap and a cooling coil (in liquid N,) before entering the cavity.
Plasma operation and signal-to-noise ratio were not signifi­
cantly affected by cooling with air, nitrogen, argon, or helium,
and so no cavity cooling was used.

Plasma Stability. The stability of the plasma was de­
termined by monitoring the 471.3 nm He I line. The time
constant of the detection system was 0.3 s. Fluctuation of the
emission from this line was less than 1"lo over 3 h, after a
warm-up period of approximately 15 min.

Plasma POlitionlng. The plasma exists as a filament
approximately 8-10 mm long and 1 mm in diameter in the
center of the 3-mm Ld. chamber. The helium plasma never
extended past the internal cavity walls, at any flow rate,
whereas the argon plasmas usually extend about 5 mm out
the ends of the cavity. With 50-W FP or less, the plasma
always exiated exactly in the center of the chamber; intensity
of emitted radiation was greatest at the plasma center and
decreased smoothly out to the chamber walls. Above 50-W
FP, the plasma would rest along the inner wall of the chamber.
The plasma never moved in position once it ignited along the
wall, resulting in etching of the quartz wall over a period of
time. This etched region served as a site for collection of
analyte vapor and led to undesired analyte memory effects
and broadened signal peaks. Consequently, the chamber must
be replaced after about 40 h of plasma operation, if plasma
powers over 50 Ware employed.

Background Characteriltici. MIPs generally exhibit
uncomplicated background spectra. However, a wavelength
scan (200-600 nm) of the background from the present at­
mospheric-pressure helium plasma showed a significant
number of prominent spectral features of both line and
broadband character. The wavelength location and relative
intensities of the majority of these features were recorded and
compared to those of molecular species expected in such a
plasma (6, 7). Table I is a compilation of the strongest features
found and indicates the species causing each feature. The
presence of all of the identified molecular bands and lines can
be understood with the aid of the excitation mechanisms for
this plasma postulated by Beenakker (3). Because most of
the observed molecular features originated from excitation
of atmospheric species, it ·was possible to reduce their level
by using a modified plasma chamber which is closed to the
atmosphere with a quartz end window and has a Imall
aperture gas exit port. It also would be po8Iible to compensate
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Figura 3, Schematic diagram of Inltrumental array

(Digital Equipmlnt Corp., Maynard, Maee.). The minicomputer
wu programmed in FORTRAN IV to calculate the peak area of the
output lignal, but wae not Uled for control of any part of the
esperimental lyetem.

DISCUSSION
I,nltlon of the Pia.rna, When borosilicate glass tubing

is used as the pluma chamber material, the helium plasma
is self· igniting at atmospheric pressure, when the reflected
power ia tuned below 10 W. Presumably, self-ignition occurs
because of microwave heating of the glass, which then releases
enough charged species to couple with the intense microwave
field. The gaseous species act to supply electrons to "seed"
the helium and lead to plasma ignition. No attempt was made
in this work to identify these "seed" species, since the bo­
rosilicate glass was deemed unsuitable for use as a plasma tube
material because of ita short usable lifetime.

When quartz tubing was employed for the plasma chamber,
an insufficient amount of ionizable material was volatilized
to enable the plasma to self-ignite. However, it was found
pouible to ignite the plasma by striking the helium microarc.
Enough material is ordinarily ejected from the white-hot
mlcroarc cathode filament to "seed" the helium and lead to
ignition, Nonethelesa, to enhance reliability, routine de­
tarminatlona were performed using a Teala coil to initiate the
helium plasma.

Tunln, of the Cavity. Insertion of the quartz plasma
chamber into the cavity did not.markedJy affect the tunability
of the cavity, Tuning could be accompliahed with either the
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Figure 4. Analytical calibration curves for: (a) Zn I (213.8 nm), (b)
Pb I (216.9 nm). (e) Mn I (279.5 nm).ld) Cu I (324.7 nm). (e) Mg I (285.2
nm). and (I) Mn I (403.1 nm)

Table I. Moot Prominent BacklP'ound Spectral Featur..
in the Atmolpherlc-Preaaure Hellum MIP

originating wavelength,
species nm transition

1

'000

Table II. Detection Limits Obtained
with the New MIP, pg

wave·
length, other

element nm He MIpeJ Ar MIpb systemsc

Zn 213.8 0.35 9.2 1.0-6.0
Ph 216.9 0.56 3.8 50
Mn 279.5 0.46

403.1 20 5-40
Mg 285.2 0.85 0.45 50
Cu 324.7 0.42 1.6 5.0
Ca 422.7 1.6 10 50
Na 589.0 0.12 0.01 10

a I-ilL sample aliquot. b IO-IlL sample aliquot, ).l-arc
Atomizer. Taken from ref. 4. C Calculated for IO-).lL
sample aliquot. Taken from ref. 11 and 12.

I

'I

experimental error, indicating a linear relationship between
emission intensity and concentration. Dynamic ranges for
these elements are between :J and 5 orders of magnitude. Both
Mn I (279.5 nm) and Mg I (285.2 nm) were adversely affected
hy instability of the strong OH spectral background features
which overlap these lines, causing decreased log-log plot
slopes, decreased dynamic ranges, and degradation in detection
limit for both elements.

The analytical calibration curve for Ca I (422.7 nm) (cf.
Figure 5) has a slope significantly greater than one and a
dynamic range of less than two orders of magnitude. In
addition, Ca determination is adversely affected by Ca
contamination from the microarc filament. which increases
noise on both the baseline and the signal. The sensitivity of
Ca at 422.7 nm is lower than expected, presumably because
of Ca excitation to higher states and because of Ca ionization.
Examination of the Ca II (:J93.4 nm) line (cf. Figure 5) showed
slightly increased sensitivity compared to the Cal (422.7 nm)
line and an analytical calibration plot which was moderately
extended toward higher concentration. The slope of this plot
was also significantly greater than one. These results suggest
that a number of Calines must be examined for the optimum
SNR and dynamic range to be realized with this MIP.

Emission signals obtained for aqueous Na standards were
extremely low and irreproducible for all concentrations. It
was assumed that the Na was being ionized, and so 100 ~g/mL
Rb, as an ionization suppressor, was added to each standard
solution. An analytical calibration curve extending almost
3 orders of magnitude was obtained then. This plot, shown
in Figure 5, has a slope less than La, presumably because of
self-absorption by atoms exiting at the cooler viewing end of
the chamber.

Detection Limits. Table II compares detection limits
obtained for a number of elements using the new helium MIP

Figure 5. Anatytical calibration curves for: (a) Na I (589.0 nm), (b)
Ca II (393.4 nm). and (e) Ca I (422.7 nm)
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for many of these features using wavelength modulated de­
tection (8).

Plasma Temperature. A nonrigorous determination of
the excitation temperature of the plasma was made for
comparative purposes with similar MIPs. The relative in­
tensities of well-documented He I lines were measured and
a plot of log II,lg,A;,1 vs. E, was made (9, 10). The slope of
this plot yielded an excitation temperature of 7250 K for this
plasma. This temperature compares well with other argon
and helium MIPs whose excitation temperatures vary between
4500 and 8300 K (I 1).

Nebulization, It was verified that the new helium MIP
can operate continuously during input of a nebulized aerosol,
as claimed by Beenakker (n. However, the plasma is ob­
viously weakened by the injected aerosol (about 0.1 mLImin
maximum) and becomes less stable. Nonetheless, the re­
sistance of the plasma to extinction by an aqueous aerosol
indicates its durability, compared to others which have been
reported (4, 11).

Analytical Calibration Curves, Figure 4 shows llDllIytical
calibration curves for 5 of the elements (6 analytical lines)
studied. The plots for Zn I (213.8 nm), Pb I (216.9 nm), Cu
I (324.7 nm), and Mn I (403.1 nm) have slopes of La, within
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with those cited in recent publications (I I, 12). The new MIP
detection limits are improved in most cases over those ob·
tained with single-shot sample injection and are improved in
all cases over continuous nebulization sample injection sys·
tems. Significantly, the detection limits obtained on the
present single-shot He MIP system were calculated on the
basis of the l'IlL sample aliquot actually used, and therefore
represent routinely obtainable values.

Interferences, MIPs have been noted to be affected by
the introduction of relatively large amounts of sample material
(-lllg absolute). However, the new plasma remained ignited
during injection of sample material up to the maximum
amount atomizable from the microarc used, about 5 Ilg ab­
solute. Of course, the relative standard deviation of the
measured signal degrades as larger and larger amounts of
material are atomized into the plasma; however, the plasma
remains ignited and, in that sense, proves to be a significantly
more durable source than many previous MIPs.

As suggested earlier, ionization interferences are expected
in any MIP, and in the new plasma a significant amount of
ionization of any easily ionizable element (e.g., Ca, Na, Li)
appears to occur. As in most determinations, an iunization
suppressant can be employed to overcome such interferences.
Further examination of ion emission lines is warranted to
determine their analytical utility.

Refractory elements, such as AI and Si, have been found
to exert little effect on analyte signals in the plasma. This
result is not unexpected in view of the use of the microarc
sample atomizer (4). However, further investigations of solute
vaporization interferences are necessary and are currently
under way.

CONCLUSIONS

The atmospheric pressure, helium microwa\'e~induccd

plasma generated in the cavity designed by Beenakker (I) is
a durable, stable, and highly efficient excitation source for
emission spectrometry of metallic elements. It is easy to ignite
and operate and uses low volumes of inert support gas.
Moreover, the cavity does not require cooling. Although

injected material does lead to reduced excitation efficiency
and increased instability, this MIP exhibits a significant
improvement over other versions of microwave-induced
plasma in its tolerance of sample and solvent material. The
high temperature of the new plasma leads to increased
ionization and population of higher excited states; this result
requires careful choice of emission Jines to be used for
analytical measurement. Dynamic background correction
should prove useful with this plasma for the elimination of
broadband molecular emissions.
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Quantitative Detection of Trace Impurities in Gases by Infrared
Spectrometry of Cryogenic Solutions

Samuel M. Freund,· William B. Maler II, Redus F. Holland, and Willard H. Beattle

UnIversIly 01 CaUlomla. Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory. P.O. Box 1663. Los Alamos. New Mexico 87545

A tecllnlque lor considerably improving the sensitivity and
apeclllcIty 01 Infrared spectrometry as applied to quanlltatlve
determination 01 trace Impurities In various carrier or solvent
ga... Is pre..nted. A gas to be examined lor Impurities Is
lIquelled and Inlrared absorption spectra 01 the liquid are
obtained. Spectral slmplnlcatlon and number densities 01
ImpwllIea In the optical path are substantially higher than are
obtainable In almJIar gaa-phase analyses. Carbon dioxide
Impurlly (-2 ppm) present In convnerclal Xe and ppm levels
01 Freon 12 and vinyl chlorlde added to Ilquelled air are used
to Wuatrale Ihe method,

There are several methods for identifying and determining
trace impurities in gases, such as mass spectroscopy, gas

chromatography, and infrared. spectrometry, or a combination
of these methods. Infrared spectrometry has the advantage
of being a versatile technique, but it suffers from poor sen­
sitivity and occasionally from poor specificity, i.e., from
difficulty in identifying overlapping bands of different
compounds when complex mixtures are to be analyzed. Very
long pathlengths may be employed to overcome the poor
sensitivity, but with certain mixtures, quantitative and often
qualitative analyses are still impossible.

In this paper we present a technique for greatly improving
the sensitivity and specificity of infrared spectrometry as
applied to quantitative determination of some trace impurities
in gases by utilizing cryogenic solutions. A gas to be examined
for impurities is cooled and pressurized until it becomes a
liquid, which is a solvent for the impurities.

Solubilities of trace gases in liquefied carrier gases are often
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F1gln 1. In~81ed spectnm of 100.3 Torr of CO, vapor at 45 ·C (cuve
I) and that of 2 ppm at CO, Impurity In liquid Xe at -110·C (curve
11). In the vapor, the ''CO, band overlaps that of "CO, at the longer
wavelengths

sufficiently high to make analyses practical. Since molecular
densities in liquids are -2 X 1022 moleculesj em'. a I·ppm
level of some impurity translates into 2:1016 molecules/cm3

of impurity in solution, much above the molecular density in
the gas phase. Molecular rotation is suppressed in solution,
so that the generally complex rotational structure of a solute
vibrational band usually collapses to a single, sharp feature
having a peak absorbance (at moderate resolutions) higher
than that for the gas at room temperature. Provided that the
liquefied carrier gas is essentially free of infrared absorptions
at wavelengths where the impurit:es absorb, detection of low
levels (ppm-ppb) of impurities can be performed.

The technique is illustrated with four examples. Vinyl
chloride (C,H,Cl) and dichlorodinuoromethane (CCI,F,) are
dissolved at ppm concentrations in liquid air, and com­
mercially available spectroscopic grade Xe L, liquefied in order
to examine CO, and fluorocarbon impurities. Part-per-million
levels of impurities are easily and quantitatively observable
in cells with about I-cm optical pathlengths.

EXPERIMENTAL
Infrared spectra were obtained with a Perkin·Elmer Model ISO

scanning spectrometer which was continuously flushed with dry
nitrogen. Instrumental time constants were of the order of 2 s.

The vacuum insulated, copper cryogenic cells used have been
described elsewhere (I). Optical pathlengths and cell volumes
were 1.3 cm and 2.6 cm3, respectively, for the experiments
conducted in liquid Xe (LXe) and 2.6 cm and 5.0 cm' for those
in liquid air (LAir). Calcium fluoride windows were utilized in
both cases.

All of the gases employed were used as supplied by the
manufacturers without further purification.

In order to determine the approximate range of sensitivity of
the technique, it was necessary to measure the peak absorption
cross sections of the dissolved test gases. Two procedures for
dissolution were employed. In the first, a solute gas of interest
was mixed with the solvent gas and introduced into the empty,
room temperature cell. The lower portion of the cell was cooled
and the upper portion heated to condense the solvent gas and
additive gas only in the bottom of the cell. During the con·
densation, a source of solvent gas was kept open to the cell. The
second procedure commenced with a cell partly filled with the
solvent liquid and maintained at the fmal temperature of interest.
The premixed solute and a small amount of solvent gas were then
rapidly swept into the cell with additional solvent gas and
condensation was allowed to proceed until the viewing volume
was filled-this point ia determined by direct observation of the
liquid level in the cell. In both prooedures, the solution was stirred
with a Teflon coated magnetic bar driven by an external source.
The.. mixing procedures cannot put more than the measured
amount of additive gas into the cell; therefore, the additive levelll
quoted herein are upper limits to the concentrations.
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Figure 2. Infrared spectrum 01 8 ppm total CO, <IssoIved In IquId Xe
at -IIO·C (curve I) and that of the corrrnercial LXe used, which has
about 2 ppm CO, impurity (Curve II)

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The results from the CO, calibration and trace determi­

nation experiments are shown in Figures I and 2. In Fisure
I, we compare the 4'lIm vapor phase spectrum of pure CO2
at 45 ·C with a spectrum of the CO, impurity in the liquefied
(-110 ·C) commercial spectroscopic grade xenon used in our
laboratory. ISubstantial (-1-100 ppm) fluorocarbon im­
purities have been found in samples of spectroscopic grade
rare gases from several suppliers. Spectra are not given herein.
The manufacturer's specifications quote <0.5 ppm CO, and
levels of fluorocarbons "100 low to measure".] The absorption
in curve II of Figure I corresponds to about 2 ppm of CO2 in
the xenon sample. The absorption feature of dissolved "CO,
in natural abundance is just perceptible at 2271 cm-I and
corresponds to -0.02 ppm.

Note the almost complete suppression of rotational
structure in the liquid phase. Further, the ", band of the
solvated CO, is broader than the individual rotational features
resolved in the vapor phase spectrum. although the instru­
menIal resolution for the two traces is identical. The width
of the band in solution may be partly the result of the CO,
molecules being located in a variety of environments in the
liquid xenon. In other cryogenic solvents, the width of the
spectral features may be different (2). Actually. the width
of the CO, bands in Xe solution is convenient for quantitative
analysis, since for accurate measurement of absorbance, the
spectrometer pass band needs to be appreciably narrower than
the spectral width of the absorption features. This re­
quirement is easily satisfied in the solutions, with the reso­
lutions indicated in Figures I and 2. Considerably higher
resolutions than the Model 180 allows would be required to
measure accurately the absorbance for the CO2 gas at the
pressure of Figure I.

Figure 2 shows a spectral scan of approximately 6 ppm total
CO, dissolved in LXe and a scan of LXe containing CO2
impurity as in Figure I. These spectra were obtaLned at a
slower scan speed in order to improve the quantitative de­
termination of the peak heights. The substantial signal­
to·noise ratio observed for these CO, levels auggests that a
factor of 100 reduction in CO, concentration could be mea­
sured quantitatively with the same apparatus and conditions.
Use of a longer optical pathlength andjor sophisticated data
averaging and processing techniques would further improve
the sensitivity of the method.

The suppression of rotational structure of solvated mol­
ecules is a general phenomenon and can be of great value in
the analysis of the spectra of complex mixtures. Figure 3
shows an infrared spectrum in the Io-llm region of a mixture
of CF,CI,(0.3 ppm; features at 917.5 and 886.5 em-I) and
C,H,CI (2 ppm; features at 943.0 and 899.0 em-I) dissolved
in liquefied bottled air at -188 ·C. This spectrum is companorl
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Figur. 3. Infrared spectrum (curve I) of the mixture of CCI,!', (0.3
ppm; leat..es at 917.5 end 886.5 cm-') and C,H,CI (2 ppm; features
at 943.0 and 899.0 an-') dissolved In liquid ei' at -188 ·C, end spectra
of 25 ·C mixtures of 10 Torr CCI,!', and 100 TOt'r of C,H,CI (curve
II) and 10.6 Torr of CCI,F, and 6.8 Torr of C,H,CI (curve 1If)

with thooe for two gas·phase mixtures of the same compounds.
It is apparent that little qualitative or quantitative information
can be derived from the vapor phase spectra, whereas the
bands of the solvated molecules are completely resolved.

One can test for saturated solutions by raising or lowering
the temperature of the liquid and observing the effect on the
absorption bands. The additive gases investigated are more
soluble at higher temperatures. By maintaining a substantial
pressure of solvent gas over the liquid, a broad liquid·phase
temperature range is available for a given solvent.

Finally, the liquid-phase features are shifted in energy
relative to the origins of vapor phase rotation-vibration bands.
For example, gaseous CF,CI, has band origins at 922 and 882
em-I (3), whereas the observed transitions in solution are at
917.5 and 886.5 cm-', respectively. The magnitude of this shift
is dependent on which solvent is used, but our data suggest
that a more reasonable location for the quoted 882 cm-I feature
would be somewhat higher than 886.5 cm-'.

CONCLUSIONS
We have demonstrated that conventional infrared spec­

trometry can be used to analY'e trace impurities in some gases

with improved sensitivity if the mixture is liquefied. This work
utilizes absorption pathlengths of the order of 1 cm, yet
achieves sensitivities comparable to pathlengths of many
meters under usual vapor·phase conditions, Increasing the
effective pathlength by using a multiple traversal scheme or
by actually lengthening the absorption cells would further
improve the sensitivity of the method. The widths of the
features observed in the cryogenic liquids are broader than
the resolved rotational lines in low pressure gas-phase spectra
but much narrower than those characteristic of high pressure.

Advantages of the technique then are (a) the high densities
in the optical path and the higher peak absorption cross
sections provide sensitivities which are greatly improved (>10')
over atmospheric pressure gas-phase methodology for similar
path lengths; (b) the higher densities of the trace impurities
in the liquids mean that errors due to sorption or reaction at
the walls of the spectroscopic cell are not as critical as in gases,
where extremely small molar concentrations are typical for
trace impurities; (c) once absorptivities are known at the liquid
temperature, the method gives absolute concentrations in­
dependent of the pressure of the original gaseous sample; (d)
chemical reactions of species which might be unstable in the
gas phase may be suppressed at the very low temperatures
used; and (e) the analysis of mixtures may be facilitated by
the dramatic simplification of the absorption spectra.
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Photoacoustic Spectroscopy Applied to Systems Involving
Photoinduced Gas Evolution or Consumption

Robert C. Gray and Allen J. Bard·

Department of Chemistry, The University of Texas at Austin. Austin. Texas 78712

Photoacoustlc spectroscopy (PAS) was used to stUdy pho­
tolnduced reactions where PAS signals attributable to gas
evolution and consumption have been observed In addltlon to
the usual 1hetmaIy generated pressure lluctuatlons. Examples
of such PAS studies of oxygen consumption In the photo­
oxidation of rubrene and gas evolution In the heterogeneous
photocatalytic oxidation of acetic acid to methane and CO.
at a plaUnized no. catalyst are given. nie sensltJvRy of the
method and .possIbIe further appHcatlons are also described.

Recently there has been a resurgence of interest in the
theory and applications of the photoacoustic effect and
photoacoustic spectro6copy (PAS) (1-19). In the usual mode

of operation, PAS involves the detection (with a microphone)
of a pressure wave induced by thermal changes in a sample
upon absorption of light. The sample, enclosed in a leak-tight
fixed volume cell, is illuminated with intensity modulated
light. If some species in the sample absorbs the light and is
promoted to an excited state, relaxation takes place, in part
or totally, via radiationless transitions. These radiationless
transitions generate heat which diffuses both into the sample
and to the sample/gas interface. Heat transferred to the gas
at this interface creates a pressure increase in a gas boundary
layer at the sample surface which in turn compresses the
remaining gas in the fixed volume cell. The amplitude of the
pressure wave thus created depends on the incident light
intensity, the modulation frequency, the relative thermal
properties of the sample and gas, cell geometry, optical ab-
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sorption coefficient of the sample species, the concentration
of the absorbing species in the sample, and the quantum
efficiency of the sample for radiative and nonradiative re­
laxation. Although a high quantum efficiency for radiative
pathways leads to lower PAS signals, even in samples with
luminescent efficiencies approaching unity a PAS signal may
still be observed because of vibrational and solvent relaxation.

An alternate application of PAS, which has not to our
knowledge previously been suggested, is to photochemical
systems which involve the consumption or evolution of gases.
In this case, pressure waves are generated directly by the
modulated gas volume changes in addition to any photo­
thermal pressure effects. There are a number of materials
in which such effects might be observed, including those which
undergo photoinduced reactions with oxygen, heterogeneous
photocatalysts which induce gas phase or liquid phase re­
actions, and materials which show photoinduced adsorption
or desorption of gases. In this paper we discuss this novel
application of PAS and describe two experimental studies
which illustrate this effect.

EXPERIMENTAL

Instrumentation. The spectrometer used in these studies is
of the single beam variety similar to that previously described
(13). The PAS signals detected by the lock-in amplifier, Princeton
Applied Research (PAR) Model 186, were digitized and stored
in a PAR Model 4101 scan rerorder. All spectra were normalized
to a carbon powder spectrum recorded under identical conditions
and .tored in the second channel of the scan rerorder. No attempt
was made to correct for lamp intensity fluctuations. OUf studies
indicated that short term lamp noise was primarily of a much
higher frequency than the chopping rate and, therefore, was
unimportant. Long term lamp drift amounted to no more than
0.5% per hour. Spectral noise was no more than :2% of full scale
for a carbon black signal. This noise was primarily due to
quantizing errors in the analog·to-digital conYerter of the scan
recorder and short term lamp fluctuations. these errors being
amplified by the normalization proces•.

A new sample cell design was used with thiJ .ystem, which will
be described in detail elsewhere (20). This cell provided for easier
changing of .ample. and a .maller gas volume (0.2-0.25 cm',
depending on sample probe) and increased sen.itivity compared
to our previous one (13). The microphone used with this new cell
was a B&K Model 4148 polarized by a highly stabilized 120-V
power supply, yielding a .ensitivity of 60 mV/Pa. The
preamplifier used was identical with that of Munroe and Reichard'
(21).

Chemlcah. Rubrene samples were prepared by dry mixing
appropriate amounts of rubrene and magnesium oxide and adding
a small amount of benzene to dissolve the rubrene. The resulting
solution was either allowed to evaporate in air or the solvent was
stripped in a Roto-vap to yield a dry powder of magnesium oxide
uniformly coated with rubrene. These samples were prepared
and .tored until u.e in .ubdued light. The platinized TiO, was
prepared by irradiation of 8 suspension of anatase in a solution
of acetic acid and H,PtCIe with a Hg-Xe lamp, as described in
a recent communication (22). A weighed amount of the powder
was introduced into the cell along with quantitie. of water and
acetic acid measured with a microliter flyring-e.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The thickneas of the gas boundary layer (acoustic piston)
(I. 2) formed by thermal diffusion in the gas, ~" is given by

Il, at (2a,/w)'/' (1)

where w is the chopping frequency (rad/s) and a, is the
thermal diffusivity of the gas (cm'/s). For air at chopping
frequency of 100 Hz, ~, is about 0.2 cm. It is this boundary
layer which ia heated by thermal transfer from the sample
aurface and which in turn acte as a piston to compre.. the
remaining gas in the cell. While the primary mechanism cf
motion of this boundary layer is heating and cooling through
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powder; (B) no, powder wet wtth benzonltrlle; (C) semple In B wt1tI
10 ~L 01 acetic aclcl added

thermal transfer, any other perturbation which affects the
pressure of this region will be reflected in the PAS signal. For
example, if the sample upon illumination release. a gas, this
gas will be added directly to the boundary layer increaaing
the pressure of the boundary layer above that for simple
thermal transfer. The thermal transfer component of the PAS
signal can and probably will still be present, however, and thus
comparative studies will be necessary to determine the extent
of signal enhancement by gas release. When a photoinitiated
reaction consumes gas (e.g., 0,) from the boundary layer, the
pressure in the boundary layer decreesee. Again the boundary
layer is still subject to thermal transfer from the sample. Thus,
gas consumption may appear as a decrease in the normal PAS
signal or even as a negative going .ignal, depending upon the
relative rates of gsa consumption and thermal transfer to the
gas. Under conditions of coherent detection, phaae shifte in
the signal (with respect to a carbon black reference) can
approach 180°.

Heterogeneoua Photocatalytic DecompoaltioD of
Acetic Acid OD Pt/TlO,. In a recent report from this
laboratory the decomposition of acetic acid containing sus­
pended platinized anatase (PI/TiO,) powder under irradiation
to form methane and CO, wsa described (22):

PI/Tio,
CHaCOOH~ Cll. + CO, (2)

This reaction was chosen to illustrate the application of PAS
to the study of heterogeneous photocatalysis. The usual PAS
spectrum of the Pt/TiO, catalyst in the dry powdered form
is shown in Figure 1A. The onset of light absorption occ:ura
at 380 om which corresponds to the known band gap energy
(E,) of anatase, 3.25 eV. When the sample is wet with
benzonitrile, which does not undergo photodecomposition, the
signal level is much smaller (Figure 1B), t.S is frequently
observed with solid samples contecting liquids in PAS.
However, when 10 ~L of glacial acetic acid are added to the
sample, the signal level above E, is clearly enhanced while the
signal at longer wavelengtba remains about the same. This
clearly indicates an increase of the PAS signal due to gsa
release from the sample into the gas boundary layer. Similar
experiments in which the catalyst wsa fint wet with water,
followed by addition of acetic acid have &hown the same aiInal
enhancement. The PAS atudy of heterogeneoua photoeata!ysia
clearly allows the action spectrum of the catalyat to be de­
termined and ahould prove useful in determining the relative
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Figure 3. PAS of rubre.. supported on MgO powder and dampened
wi1h benzene. Experimental conditions as In Fogure 1. (A) first scan;
(B) sltar 5aJ11lle In A aIowed to stand In dark lor 1 h; (C) sltar exposu'e
01 ssmple to fui whne ight Intensity of Xe lamp tor 10 min; (D) aher
ssmple In C allowed to stand In dart< for 15 min

rubrene lying under a layer of the photoproduct. PAS signals
due to layers such as this one have been reported previously
(18, 19). Physical examination of the sample after scan F
reveals a yellowish band where the light had fallen. Slightly
disturbing the sample surface with a spatula exposed a fresh
surface and the same sequence of spectra (2C-F) were ob­
tained; this process could be repeated until all of the powder
surface area had reacted.

Since only the slightest trace of benzene solvent was present
in the previous sample, diffusional mobility of the rubrene
molecule was quite limited. A second, similarly prepared,
sample was dampened with benzene to increase the mobility
of rubrene. The spectra obtained for this sample are given
in Figure 3. The signal in Figure 3A goes negative at the onset
of rubrene absorption and remained negative until the onset
of the photoproduct absorption band. The strong band in the
UV end of the spectrum is due to the benzene absorption band
at 260 nm. If the sample was then placed in the dark for 1
h, the spectrum in Figure 3B was obtained. The difference
between A and B probably arises because the originel sample
was loaded in a room illuminated with fluorescent lamps,
allowing partial reaction of the surface of the sample before
A was run. On stending in the dark, the rubrene could
reestablish a fresh homogeneous sample surface. Photolysis
of the sample in the full white light intensity of the lamp for
10 min gave rise to spectrum C. In this spectrum, the exposed
ssmple area has been almost totally reacted, as evidenced by
the absence of an absorption band by rubrene and the
presence of a strong photoproduct band. After this sample
stood in the dark for 15 min, spectrum D was obtained. Either
unreacted rubrene had diffused into the illuminated area and
some of the photoproducts had diffused out or decomposition
of the endoperoxide occurred. This would produce an in­
creased negative-going signal at the rubrene wavelengths and
a decreased signal at the photoproducts wavelength. Pho­
tolysis for a sufficiently long time eventually removed all
signals at the rubrene wavelengths leaving only the photo­
product band. Note that this negative-going PAS signal and
the observed time dependent behavior were unique to rubrene.
Samples of other materials which do not react with oxygen
(e.g. anthraoene or 9,lo-dibromoanthracene) do not show such
8 response.

Photoinitiated reactions with oxygen (or other gases) are
important in several areas, such as the photodegradati9n of
polymers, pharmaceuticals, and foods. PAS measurements
could playa useful role in the study of such reactions.

250
-0.1

650 550 450 350
Wavelength (nm)

Flgwl 2. PAS 01 rubrene StJIlported on MgO powd.... EJ<perimental
concIlIona es In figure 1. (A) rellectanoe spectn.m of 5 wt % nbre..
on MgO, ctted In Rott>-vap (ame" In etbItraty.ntsr, (6) PAS spec1nm
01 &aIJ1lIe In A; (C) PAS spedn.m oI5aJ11lle In B solvated wIh benZene.
first scan; (DHF) ere successive scans following C

Rubrene in solution shows absorption bands beginning at
about 580 nm. Formation of the peroxide destroys the
conjugation in one of the interior rings producing n pele yellow
product whose absorption spectrum should be similar to that
of l,4-diphenylnaphthalene, with a broad featureless band
centered at 300 nm. The PAS spectrum of e semple of 5 wt
% rubrene on MgO dried in a Roto-vap is shown in Figure
2B. The PAS spectrum of this sample was close to that
obtained by diffuse reIIectenoe (Figure 2A) and was unchanged
upon repeated scans. If the rubrene from this sample is
redissolved in a small quantity of benzene which is allowed
to evaporate in air to apparent dryness, enough benzene is
retained on the sample to solvate the rubrene and, on exposure
to light of wavelengths shorter than 580 nm in the presence
of oxygen, the endoperoxidation reaction proceeds. The first
scan from long wavelengths in taking the PAS spectrum of
such a sample (Figure 2C) shows a large negatiue going
transient due to oxygen uptake from the gas boundary layer
which, in this case, is larger than the thermal diffusion signel
at wavelengths at the foot of the absorption region. At shorter
wavelengths, the absorbance increases and the negative
O,.-uptake signal is overtaken by the thermal signal. Figures
2, D-F are scans recorded immediately after 2C. Note that
the initial negative-going signal is smaller on the second scan
(D) and has disappeared by scan F. Note also the shoulder
which grows in at 300 nm. This is the region where the
photoproduct is expected to absorb. The fmal signal (F) looks
much like the original one except for a diminished overall
intensity in the rubrene band and the presenoe of a new band
at· 300 nm. This spectrum can be attributed to unreacted

0.4

efficiencies of different materials. A study of the PAS signel
leveles a function of chopping frequency should allow de­
termination of the reaction rates. Studies of this type are
currently under investigation.

Rubrene--Oxygen System. The photosensitized reaction
of many aromatic hydrocarbons, such as rubrene (tetra­
phenylnaphthacene), with 0, to form the endoperoxide has
been widely studied (See (23-25) and references thereinl. The
reaction proceeds by the absorption of light by the rubrene,
energy transfer to form singlet oxygen and atteck of the singlet
oxygen on the rubrene. The overall reaction is thus
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CONCLUSIONS
These examples demonstrate the utility of PAS in the study

of photochemical reactions involving gas evolution and
consumption. An estimate of the sensitivity of the technique
can be obtained by assuming a sinusoidal wave form and a
minimum detectable signal level of l'i'o of that of carbon black
powder.

The sensitivity of the microphone is 6 mVI ~bar; the cell
volume, 0.25 cm'; and the average signal level found for carbon
black powder was 1 mY. This signal level corresponds to an
rms pressure change of 0.17 ~bar. Assuming an ideal gas, we
find this is equivalent to a gas volume change of 4.2 X 10"
cm' rms (or 1.2 X 10-7 cm' peak to peak). Thus, detection
at 1% represents 1.2 X 10-<lcm' (p-p) and at STP this cor­
responds to 5.3 X 10-14 mol of gas consumed or released per
cycle. The average scan time of a PAS ,pectrum was 200 s,
so that at 60-Hz modulation frequency, a maximum of 6.3 X
10-11 mol of gas need be produced or consumed to be de­
tectable in an entire scan. Even if signal levels approaching
that of carbon are required, the total amount of gas is only
6.3 X 10-<1 mol. Clearly PAS is quite a sensitive technique for
studying these types of reactions. Note also that the above
calculation assumes irradiation with monochromatic light of
rather low intensity (about 1 mWIcm'). M~ch larger signals
could be obtained using laser excitation or the full output of
the xenon lamp. Cells could easily be constructed as well to
measure photoeffects directly by sunlight. •

While the technique can be used for comparative mea­
surement and for obtaining action spectra for photochemical
reactions, careful calibration and a suitable theoretical model
may allow the use of PAS in quantitative studies as well. We
must stress that th's is only a preliminary study and the
method requires further investigation. However, the basic
concepts described here appear correct and these early
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successes are quite encouraging.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
We are indebted to Bernhard Kraeutler for the sample of

Pt/TiO, and to Michael E. Long for obtaining the reflectance
spectrum of rubrene--MgO.

LITERATURE CITED
(1) A. Rosenewaig and A. Garsho. ScIence. 110. 557 (1175).
(2) A. Rosenewaig and A. Gan"". J. AppI. /'hy5 .. 47. &4 (197S).
(3) A. Alromowltz. P-S. Yah. and 5. Yae. J. AppI. /'hy5 .. 41. 209 (1977).
(4) H. S. Benna' and R. A. Forman. AppI. Opt .. 15. 1313 (1e78).
(5) H. S. Benna' and N. A. Forman. AppI. Opt .. 15. 2405 (1978).
(S) H. S. Benna. and R. A. Forman. J. AppI. /'hy5 .. 41. 1432 (11177).
17) J. G. Parl<er. AppI. Opt.. 12.2974 (1973).
(S) l. C. Aamodl. J. C. IoUphy. and J. G. Parl<er. J. AppI. /'hy5 .. 41 927

(1977).
(9) J. C. M..-pIly and l. C. AamodI. J. AppI. /'hy5 .. 41. 3502 (197n,

(lO) A. Rosencwalg. Anal. Chern .• n, 592A (1975).
(11) W. R. Harshbarger and M. B. RobW'l, Ace. Chem. Res •• e, 329 (1973).
(12) M. J. Adams. 5. C. _cia. A. A. K>lg. and G. F. Ka1<brIght. -!l'St

(Lotldan). 101. 553 (1976).
(131 R. C. Gray. v. A. fIshman. and A. J. Batd. ArwIJ. Q1om.. 41. 697 (19m
(14) J. B. Calls. J. _. Nat. &I. Stand.. Sect. A. 10. 413 (1976~

115) W. Lat-rnann and H. J. Ludewig. a.am. /'hy5. Len .. 45. 177 (1977).
116) M. J. Adams. J. G.~ and G. F.~ ArwIJ. Q1om.. 41.1650

(1977).
(17) J. A. &n. Anal. Chern .. 48. 1130 (1977).
(16) M. J. Adams. and G. F. Kir1<brigl'. Ana~t(Londoo). 102. 2S1 (1977).
(19) M. J. Adams. and G. F. Kir1<brlgtl•• Spectrosc. Len.. I. 255 (197S).
(20) R. C. Gray and A. J. Bard. manuscript In preparation.
(211 O. M. "",",oe and H. S. RaIcha<d. PrInca'on AppIad _ell, AppI.

Note. 147.
122) B. Kraeutlar and A. J. Batd. J. Am. Chem. Soc.. 100. 2239 (1976t. n.

7729 (1977).
(23) K. GollnIc:k. In -Advancas In Pho'ochamb"Y-. W. A. Noyes. Jr•• G. S.

Harrmond. and J. N. Pttts• .,k' •• Ed.• Vol. 6. In'.ersdence. New Yen. N.Y.•
19S6.

(24) B. M....oo. J. ""}'S. Chern .. 61. 1661 (1977).
(25) B. Stevens and J. A. Ors. J. Phys. Chem .• eo, 2164 (1976).

RI-X:EIVEO for review March 9. 1978. Accepted May 15, 1978.
The support of this research by the National Science
Foundation is gratefully acknowledged.

X-ray Microanalysis of a Natural Mordenite-Containing Rock
and Its Ion-Exchanged Derivatives

Janos Papp,' Erzsebet Czaran, and Andras Janossy1

Central Research Inslftule lor Chemistry 01 the Hungarian Academy 01 Sciences. P.O. Box 17. 1525 Budapest. Hungary

The chemical composition of a natural mordenlle and lis
lon-exchanged derlvatlve6 was determined by x-ray micro­
analysis. In the analysis, crystal particles smaller than 0.5
I'm were used, which are thin enough to make ZAF correcllon
unnecessary. Sufficiently accurate quanlllative results can
be obtained by the revised methods 01 Russ and 01 Hall, or
by the comblnatlon 01 the two. Interaction with various agents
leads to dIfIerenl extents 01 Ion exchange, whIe treatment with
hydrochloric acid leads to a partial dealumlnatlon, 8S well.

Natural zeolites of practical significance are found generally
as sedimentary rock which contains other crystalline and
amorphous materials as well. The determination of the

'lnstitute of Biophysics, Biological Research Centre, Hungariar.
Acadamy oC Science" P.O. Box 521, 6701 Szeged, Hungary.

chemical composition of the zeolite phase is largely impeded
since the zeolite phase cannot be separated from the secondary
minerals by simple means. Vet the proper knowledge ofthe
chemical composition of the zeolite and its modified, e.g.
ion·exchanged, form is essential when using them as catalysts
or adsorbents.

There is a convenient method which allows direct chemical
analysis without separation: x-ray microanaJysis (I). In the
present paper, we describe our analytical results obtained on
the crystalline phase of a natural mordenite mineral of
Hungarian origin.

Single mordenite crystals are usually much smaller than
the x-ray spatial resolution (governed mainly by electron
spreading in the sample) on thick materials, so the con­
ventional microprobe approach had to be rejected. Instead,
we analyzed single crystals on carbon-coated electron mi­
croscopic grids in the transmission mode where the analyzed
thickness was below 0.5 ~m. Efforts were made to analyze

Oa03-2700178/035~1285S01.00/0 C> 1978 Amarican Chamlcal SOCIaly
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agreement hi = 1.11 ± 0.03 and h, = 20.500 ± 400 for our
actual system.

The continuum intensity b. can be described by a modified
Kramers' equation (9, 10)

where Eo :::: accelerating voltage in kV, E. =: measured con·
tinuum energy in keV, K ;:; empirical constant, Z =: atomic
number, and 11 = f(Eo, E.. Z) (11).

In composite materials. the number of atoms N j in 1 cm3

will be

y,~th Cj ;:; weight fraction of element i, p :::: density of composite
material, No:::: Loschrnidt's number, and Aj :::: atomic weight
of element i.

Thus, from Equations 1 and 4, the characteristic intensity
Ii in a composite material is

. c,
L, = lutw,Q,L,T, A;pNo (5)

Similarly, the continuum intensity at the particular energy
E~ is

(7)

(3)

(4)
No =c,pNo

J A
j

:L=!J... whQhL.T.AJ
c,. /. wJQJLJ1jA.

(
E -E),.11

bv = iot ~v z"

or with

(
Eo - Ev) 1, 11 ,=, (6)

bv = iotK --- E c,Z,n
Ev 1=1

Detcrm'nation of Elemental Ratios after RllSS, Russ
(12,13) has constructed empirical tables which allow direct
determination of elemental concentration ratios (elemental
or weight fractions) from measured intensity ratios without
standards. Since these tables contain many simplifications
which Rffect accuracy, we derived our own values from
Equation 5 for weight ratios Cj/c, of elements j and h:

(1)

only the well·defined mordenite crystals and no adhering
non·zeolitic phase, but this disturbance cannot be completely
eliminated,

EXPERIMENTAL
Specimen Preparation. The mordenite-containing rhyolite

tuff from the Tokaj mountains (Hungary) and its modified
derivatives .....ere disintegrated in 8 porcelain mortar. suspended
in diethyl ether and, after sedimentation of rough parts (> 1 ,urn),
the suspension was poured onto carbon ooated Mo grids. (Cu grids
could not be employed since the Cu L lines interfere with the Na
Ka line). Mordenite crystals in the original form and its NH.-,
Ag-, and H·forms were investigated.

Ion exchange was performed in' all cases under static cir­
cumstances with 0.1 N, I N,3 N HCI, 2 N NH.CI, and 2 N AgNO,
solutions.

One hundred grams of the original sample (grain size between
1.0 and 1.6 mm) was treated. with 400 cm3 solution, by refluxing
the mixture 3 times for 4 h, each time with 8 fresh solution. After
treatment, all samples were washed repeatedly till CI·· or Ag+·free
with distilled water to remove physically adsorbed HCI, NH.CI,
and AgNO,.

Carbon replicas were prepared for transmission electron mi­
croscopy in the usual way (2).

Transmission electron microscopy was performed on 8 Zeiss
EF instrument with 50·kV accelerating voltage.

X-ray Microanalysis. Analysis was performed with 8 JEOL
l00B transmission electron microscope fitted with an energy
dispersive x·ray microanalyzer EDAX 7078 at Eo = 80·kV ac·
celerating voltage exclusively on parts smaller than 0.5 J.trn for
reasons explained above. The electron beam was focused to a
spot of approximately 300 om in diameter. The spectrum was
recorded between 0-40 keV with 50 eV/channel sensitivity. For
Quantitative evaluation, the raw spectrum was background
subtracted by the frequency filter method (3) and net peak
intensities (1.2 times full width at half maximum) were recorded
with an integrated microprocessor (EDIT 1lI). Part of the
background spectrum between 30 and 40 keV was also recorded.

QUANTITATION
Intensity and Concentration. The characteristic x·ray

intensity. II of element i excited by electron beam current io
for t s is:

(2)

where

(l!)
bv sp

RJ=----

(£) ltd

(8)

(9)

(10)

C,!'='(C' )a,=- E -
A, '=1 A,

(OJ:::: the atomic fraction) for atomic ratios oj/a.:

aJ /J w. Q.L. T.

;,:= I;; wJQJLJTJ

Determination of Elemental Ratios after Hall, Ele·
mental ratios can be determined with greater accuracy if
standards are measured simultaneously which contain the
analyzed elementa in known concentrations. From Equations
5 and 6 we obtain, after Hall (14), for the atomic ratio aJa,:

R/aJ'td / ~J (a,Z," +l)J
!!.L ;;;; ~ / i=l ltd "j"

a. R. [oh ''1 :!: (a,Z,n+ ~ ] ltd .....

with Wj =: fluorescence yield, Qj =: ionization cross section, L j

= fraction of recorded line intensity to total excited intensity,
T, = detector efficiency for observed radiation of element i,
N, = number of atoms i per em'. w, was taken from the tables
of Bertin (4), Q, was calculated as discussed by Powell (5) and
L, was calculated from the relative line intensity tables of
Johnson and White (6) taking into account the proper energy
window width on the analyzer. Spectrometer efficiancy T,
depends on tha detector solid angle dO/4" and absorption in
tbe protecting Be window (7.5 ~m), the Au contact layer (0.02
~m), and the Si dead layer (0.15 ~m). For high energy x·rays
(>15 keV), the thickness of the active zone (4.0 mm) has to
be considered as well. According to Russ (7), tbe detector
efficiency can ba well described by the following empirical
equation:

1} = dn exp (-~) [1- exp (-~)J
4lT E,'" Et'·s

where the first exponential term is characteristic of x·ray
absorption before the x·ray raaches the active detector zone,
and the second term characterizea the proceas of x·ray
penetration through the whole active zone without detection;
E, is the energy of the x·ray in keV. Tbe empirical constants
hi and h, were calculated from the manufacturer's auggested
detector data (aee above) and also determined by measuring
the LalKa intensity ration of Cu (8), yielding in good
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Table L Atomh Ratioo ajlaAI of a Chabazite Cryotal
Detennined Chemically and by X·ray Mieroanalyolo
after Equation 10

chemical x·ray
at/aAl analysis microanalysis

Si/Ai 2.191 2.20. 0.06
Na/Ai 0.085 0.08.0.02
KIAI 0.019 0.02.0.01
C./AI 0.426 0.43. 0.07
MglAI 0.003 0.00
FelAi 0.002. 0.001

intensity ratio of specimen (sp) and standard (std) and a;".d
; atomic fraction of element j in standard "j"". For practical
measurements, 8 selected part b. of the continuum intensity
(from 30 to 40 keVin this case) must be measured as well,
which, after the theory of Hall, will be characteristic of the
total analyzed mass. The exponent n (cf. Equation 3) was ~1
for all the elements assayed (I5). Tbe .ccuracy of such
evaluations has been found by various authors to be ±5%.

Evaluation of the Measurements. The methods of Russ
and Hall are only valid when no corrections for atomic
number, absorption, and fluorescence (ZAF correction) are
needed, e.g., the sample is thin enough to prevent these
secondary effects.

For checking the quantitation methods suggested here a
chabazite crystal of known composition (8) has been analyzed
and the atomic ratios ai/aA] calculated. The chabazite single
crystal used as standard was pulverized to "btain particles
corresponding in size and shape to those of the mordenite to
be analyzed (I.e., 0.5 I'm thick).

Equation 10 was used with NaCI. KCI. CaHPO,·2H,O,
FeSO,·2H,O, SiO" and pure Al as standards, and Equation
9 was applied without standards. Both methods yielded
similar results within the error limits, except for the most
important asdaAl ratio, for which only Equation 10 gave
satisfactory results.

We decided therefore to evaluau. all subsequent analysis
by Equation 10 with chabazite as standard for the Si/AI ratio,
and by Equation 9 for the remaining cations without
standards.

Table I contains the results of chemical analysis and of x-ray
microanalysis together with the mean standard errors.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Transmission electron microscopy of the carbon replicas

has shown that mordenitc crystallites form needles in the
range of 0.2 X 0.3 X 10 I'm and 0.5 X 1 X 20 I'm (Figure 1).

Microanalysis has revealed the elements Na, AI, Si, K, Ca,
and Fe in the untreated mordenite phase, whereas the mobile
cations Na, K, Ca as well as Fe and Al (the latter two from
the "anion part" of the crystal lattice) were more or less
removed by the different treatments applied. Analytical
results are summarized in Table II.

In Table n, column 1 contains the atomic ratios, ai/aA] for
elements determined in the mordenite crystals in the rock in

FIgura 1. Transmission eleclron mlctograph 01 mordanlta crystals.
Ma9nlflcalion: X 8500

its untreated stete. Columns 2, 3, and 4 refer to the samples
treated with 0.1 N HCl, 1 N HCl, and 3 N HCl, respectively,
column 5 to the NH,Cl treated derivative, and column 6 to
the Ag+-ion-excbanged sample.

By applying various treatments we intended to exchange
the original Na+, K+, and Ca2+ ions for protons to a high
degree. (This process can be affected by an acid treatment
in the most direct way, while after ion exchange with NH:
ions a thermal treatment is needed to remove NH", and after
treating the samples with AgNO" protons can be produced
by reducing the Ag+ ions in a H, atmosphere.)

In the untreated sample, a strict equivalence of the mobile
cations to the aluminum has been found, proving the cor·
rectness of the results.

According to the data in columns 2, 3, and 4, the acid
treatment resulted only in a partial excbange of the cations
except for Na+ ions, which can be excbanged already with a
1 N HCl solution, under the conditions applied.

At higher acid concentrations, the treatment leads, beside
cation exchange, to a certain extent to the dissolution of
aluminum from the lattice. In the acid treated samples, the
iron content considerably decreases, whereas samples jan­
exchanged for NH: and Ag+---where the other cations are
more extensively exchanged-are practically the same as in
the original sample. It seems likely that iron-simiIarly to
aluminum-substitutes silicon isomorphously in the crystal
lattice.

Upon exchange with NH,CI, the Na+ and Ca" ions are fully
replaced by NH,+ ions, while only one half of the K+ ions are
substituted.

All the cations are exchangeable with Ag+ ions, thus the
maximal amount of protons can be generated in the mordenite
by ion exchange with AgNO, and subsequent reduction of the
Ag+ ions.

The formation of the 100% H+·form from the NH.+·form
would not be possible even in the case of a total ion exchange,
because during the deammoniation of the NH.+·form a certain

Ag'·fonn

6

5.34. 0.18

1.143 0.26
0.0730.01

3 4 5

4.94 t 0.26 5.87 t 0.21 5.25. 0.28

0.08 t 0.04 0.02. 0.01 0.05.0.02
0.09 t 0.02 0.17 • 0.02

0.02 t 0.004 0.01.0.003 0.05 t 0.01

5.03 t 0.64
0.51 t 0.19
0.11 • 0.05
0.19.0.02

0.05. 0.03

5.24 t 0.50
0.39. 0.02
0.10. 0.04
0.26. 0.02

0.07.0.03

Si/Ai
N./AI
KIAI
Cs/Ai
AgjAI
FelAi

Table U. Atomic Ratiooa,laAI of the CryoLslline Ph... of the Mordenite-Containing Rock"

treated with treated treated
at/aAl untreated 0.1 N HCI with 1 N HCI with 3 N HCI NH. '·form

2

a Results are the mean of 6 to 12 measurement&.
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dehydroxylation takes place at the same time (J6-19).
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Energy-Dispersive X-ray Spectrometric Analysis of
Environmental Samples after Borate Fusion

P. A. Pelle,' K. E. Lorber,l and K. F. J. Heinrich

Inslnute lor Materials Research, Analytical Chemistry Division. National Bureau 01 Standards. Washington, D.C. 20234

In order 10 overcome particle-size and sample inhomogeneity
e«ectl In the analyels 01 envlronmenlal samples by energy­
dlaperalve x-ray Ipectromelry, an aulomated borale fUllon
procedure wal Investlgaled and applied to Ihe analysis of
NIlS-SRM 1833 Fly Aeh and NIlS-SRM 1848 Parllcul8le Matter.
Twelve elemenle In each sample were delermlned and the
r"'" ... In agreement wllh NBS certIJed values and/or those
01 other woricera, ueualy wtthIn :1:5 10 10% for most elements
over lhe concentrallon range Irom 70 ppm to 15 %. Fly Ash
samplee were IIlI8d w"h Ihe heavy absorbera La,e. or we.
and analyzed using a linear calibration curve, aSlUlTllng no
matrlx elIects. The partJcul8te samplel, however, were fused
with Ulhlum letraborale only and lho dala were corrected lor
x-ray abeorptlon and K x-ray line Interlerencel by a NBS
malhemallcal procedure. The 11m"" of detection 01 Ihll
procedure lor most 01 the elemenls analyzed In Ihe eample
were belween 10 10 100 ppm.

The elemental composition of environmental samples such
88 particulates collected from urban aerosols can be quan­
titetively determined by energy-dispersive x-ray fluorescence
spectrometry (EDXRF). Such samples have been analyzed
by other workers (I, 2). Ambient air aerosols can be collected
on thin filter substrata and then measured directly by
EDXRF. using thin specimens of known elemental compo­
sition for calibration. Since particu1ste matter collected from
aerosols can penetrate the filter medium, significant atten­
uation of both incident and fluorescent x-rays by the filter
can take place, especially for light elements. Absorption effects
within the larger collected particles may also be significant,
resulting in systematic error (3). When particle size effects
are appreciable, fusion methods of sample preparation with

I Present addreu, Technical University of Oraz, Graz. Austria.

lithium tetraborate become an attractive alternative.
Fusion methods have been applied to the analysis of ge­

ological materials (4-8). These can be classified as (a) fusion
of the sample followed by a separate casting operation to
produce a glass disk for direct x-ray analysis, (b) fusion and
grinding where the samples are fused, ground, and pelleted,
and (c) fusion and direct solidification where the fused sample
solidifies directly in the crucible from which the solid glass
disk separates. With the availability of the 95% Pt-5% Au
alloy crucible, commercial automated fusion devices have
recently been d"'eloped, and disks can be prepared by method
c (9).

The present work was performed to determine whether
environmental samples could be analyzed with good accuracy
with automated fusion 8S an alternative to nondestructive
sample preparation methods. Two samples consisting of
NBS-SRM 1633 Fly Ash and NBS-SRM 1648 Particulate
Matter were each analyzed for 12 elements. Monochromatic
excitation of the sample was provided by three secondary
target x-ray emitters. Several workers (7, 10) have reported
on the use of heavy absorbers such as lanthanum oxide to
minimize x-ray absorption effects in thick samples. This
technique has been applied mainly to the determination of
light elements below atomic number 26 in mineral specimens.
Its principal advantage is that the x-ray intensity from the
analyte element approaches a linear function of its concen­
tration in the glass disk, and corrections of x-ray absorption
effects by digital computations are, in principle, not required.
The heavy absorber method was used in this work in the
analysis of the NBS-SRM 1633 Fly Ash to determine if ac­
cepteble results could be obtained for elements whose x-ray
fluorescence lines cover a broad range of energies from 2.0 to
14.0 keY. In order to avoid severe x-ray line interferences
between the analyte x-ray lines and lines of the absorber,
lanthanum oxide was used in the analysis of zinc, lead, and
strontium, and tungsten oxide for all other elements.. In­
terferences by x-ray lines of the analyte were corrected in an

ThIs ..- not ""jac;l1O U.S. Copyright. PubIIahad lS78 by the American Chemical SocIaty



empirical manner with standards containing nonintarfering
elements and the heavy absorber.

The NBS-SRM 1648 particulata sample was analyzed with
a digital computation procedure developed at NBS (11) to
correct for x-ray absorption and K x-ray line intarferences.
The analytical results reported herein are compared to NBS
certificate values and/or those obtained by other worken
where certified values were not available. The theoretical
limits of detection were calculated in order to characterize the
sensitivity of this method.

EXPERIMENTAL
Reagents. All materials used to prepare stsndards were

Analytical Reagent quality and dried at 100 ·C for 2 h hefore use.
except calcium carbonate which was dried at 260 ·C. The
compounds used to prepare the standards were finely ground
powders of AI,O" SiO" KN03, CaCO" Cr,03' MnO" Fe.,O" NiO,
CuO, ZnO, and Pb(NO,),. All grinding was performed in a
noncontaminating boron carbide mortar. Lithium tetraborate
(Spex Industries, Lot 176) was dried at 5OO·C for 2 h. The purity
of the Li,B.O, blank was determined by EDXRF, and detectable
amounts of iron, copper, zinc. and lead were found. However,
the concentration of these elements in the blank was low (e.g.,
<5 ppm) compared to their concentration in fused sample disks
so that the signal-tc-background was not seriously affected. It
is expected. however, that the detection limits for these elements
calculated and tabulated in Table 1II would change appreciably
if their concentration in the blank varied from lotto lot as supplied
by the manufacturer.

Apparatus. An automated fusion device (Angstrom, Inc.,
Belleville, Mich. 48111) was employed to perform the fusions.
An energy-dispersive x·ray fluorescence spectrc;meter (Kevex
Corporation) equipped with a modified l6-poeition sample changer
was used for making the x-my measurements. The sample changer
was fabricated at the NBS and consisted of an alumbum alloy
plate which was machined 50 that the positioning of the sample
above the x-ray source and detector was maintained constant with
a high degree of precision as the changer rotated from sample
to sample. A Siemens AG-W61 tungsten larget x-ray tuhe was
used with Ti. Ni, and Mo secondary target emitters to provide
monochromatic excitation radiation. The x-ray tube powered by
a General Electric XRD-6 power supply was operated at 20 kV,
20 rnA with Ti and Ni, and 40 kV, 20 rnA with the Mo secondary
emitters. The count rates observed varied between 2000-3500
counts/s and live time counting intervals ranged from 15 min to
1.5 h per sarople. A reduced pressure of 70 Pa (0.5 mm Hg) was
maintained during the analysis of elements below atomic no. 24.
The Si(Li) detector resolution was about 165 eV (FWHM) at 5.9
keY. The measurement of the x·ray intensities from the analyte
was performed within selected energy regions distributed sym­
metrically about the FWHM of each line. Background intensities
were measured using standard disks.

Crucible Pretreatment and Sample Preparation. Crucible
Pretreatment. In the fusion procedure recommended by the
manufacturer of this equipment, HBr wetting agent is added prior
to fusion to prevent the stress-cmcking of the resultant glass disks.
In this work the wetting agent was omitted hecause of possible
volatilization and subsequent loss of lead in the samples. It was
necessary however, to prepare the crucibles before each sample
or stsndard was fused to avoid sticking and stress cracking of the
fused samples. They were preconditioned by polishing with a
220 grit followed by a 400 grit abrasive paper, and then cleaned
by boiling in 6 M HC!. Final cleaning was performed by fusing
in each crucible three 6.l>-g Li,B.o, blanks. The third blank disk
was examined by EDXRF to determine if the crucibles were free
from contamination, This process was repeated until the level
of trace elementa in the blank disks was suitably low.

Fly Ash Samples. Four saroples (from 0.25 to 1.0 g) of
NBS-SRM 1633 Fly Ash previously dried over P,O, for 8 h were
fused with 6.0 g of Li,B.O" 0,5 g of either La,03 or WO" and 3,0
g of NH,N03. Stsndards were prepared by fusing various known
amounta of the reagent compounds described above, with 6.0 g
of Li,B,O, containing the same amounta of heavy absorher and
NH,NO. as the analyte samples. Each sample was fused a~

1100-1110·C for 40 min. The bottom surfaces of the resultsnt
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glaas disks were ground on a wet diamond abrasive (200 crit),
followed by polishing with a 220 and 400 grit abrasive paper,
respectively. The diob ware rinsed first with~ wsfer, then
with ethanol and dried.

Particulate Matter SamplCl. Three 0.6-g eampl.. previCllll1y
dried at 110 ·C for 8 h were aach fused with 6.5 g of LitH.o, and
4,0 g of NH..NO. at 1100-1110 ·C for 40 min. A eampie size of
0.5 g was taken in order to obtain good sensitivity for moot el­
emenla. Six.tsndsrd di/lks were prepared, each containing from
three up to twelve elementa and prepared as deacribed in the
section on "Fly Ash Samples- above.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In the x-ray analysis of elementa at low concenuatioll8 the

uncertainty in the measurements of the background under
the analyte x-ray lines in addition to x-ray line interference
corrections often influence the accuracy of the fmal result.
Because of the limited energy resolution of the Si(Li) detector,
it is difficult to select energy regions of interest on a sample
where the background can be determined unambiguously.
This is especially true when the sample contains many ele­
ments at different concentration levels. Consider an element
at low concentration, C" whose x-ray line falls on the low­
er-energ)-' side of an x-ray line of a major constituent, C2, A
major contribution to the background of C, is caused by the
low energy tailing of C, due to incomplete cbarge collection
in the Si(Li) detector. Fortunately, this contribution can be
measured. The correction used here requires that additional
synthetic stsndards he prepared which contain only the major
constituents present in the analyte sample. The background
contribution to the Ka lines of titanium, chromium, and
manganese from iron (i.e., a major constituent) in the analyte
samples was established from synthetic disks containing iron.
The background increases linearly in the respective energy
regions for titanium, chromium. and manganese with in­
creasing iron concentration.

The resulta obtained for the NBS-SRM 1633 Fly Ash are
tabulated in Table I, and are compared to NBS certificate
values and those ohtained by other workem (2, 12). The
agreement is within 5 to 10%. It is important, however, that
the concentrations of elements such as zinc, lead, and
strontium be sufficiently low in the glass disks 80 tbat they
do not contribute significantly to x-ray absorption, as com­
pared to absorption by the heavy absorber. This points out
a major problem of the heavy absorber method: x-ray ab­
sorption effects are minimized but not eliminated. Also,
because of x-ray line interferences between analyte and
absorher lines, more than one absorber is required so that the
sample preparation time is substantially increased. However
good accuracy can still be obtained as shown in Table I when
analyte elementa are present at relatively low concentratioll8
in the glass disks.

In Table II, are summarized the results for 12 elements in
the NBS-SRM 1648 Particulate Matter using the NBS data
reduction procedure. Comparison of these values to those of
other NBS workers where results are available shows
agreement within ±6%. A relatively high systematic error
was assigned to the copper value because of the large vari­
ability between standard disks of identical composition
prepared with copper oxide. This is believed to be caused by
partial reduction to the metal which subsequently alloys with
the platinum crucible. The addition of UNO, as an oxidizing
agent to fusion preparations instead of NH.NO. is currently
being investigated in order to overcome the problem.

To characterize the sensitivity of the fusion procedure, the
theoretical detection limits (13,14) were calculated for tIuee
secondary target emitten and summarized in Table ill.
These detection limits expreased in IJ¥.Ig in the g1asa diU: are
based only on Poisson counting statiatics for the alement of
interest and assume the absence of systematic and non-



NBSC

0.0403' 0.0012
0.0851' 0.0005'

3.91' 0.10
0.0082' 0.0003
0.0609, 0.0027
0.476, 0.0014
0.655 , 0.008
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Table I. Comparioon of Average Valuea Found for NBS·SRM 1688 Fly Ash

Concentration Uncertaintyb Systematic
Element found," ~g/g ~g/g error; ~g/g nd NBS" NAA' LBL," ~g/g

Ca 4.62% 0.15% 0.8% 7 4.7' 0.6%
Fe 6.16% 0.30% 0.3% 6 6.2. 0.3%
K 1.67% 0.06% 0.06% 2 (1.72) 1.61. 0.15%
Ti 7360h 344 400 6 7400. 300 8600. 1100
V 200' 34 80 6 214. 8 235. 13 295. 156
Cr 131 8 10 4 131. 2 127. 6 159. 115
Mn 500 17 20 6 493. 7 496. 19 528. 104
Ni 95 20 20 6 98. 3 98' 3 101, 7
Cu 125 13 30 7 128. 5 133. 4
Zn 200 10 10 8 210. 20 216. 25 216. 14
Pb 66 12 15 4 70. 4 75. 5 72. 5
Sr 1256 37 40 4 (1380) 1700.300 1342.20

a Concentrations are expressed in J,Jg/g except when indicated by wt %. b Uncertainty due to random error is the 95% con­
fidence interval for the mean (Le' l mean:t t s..[ii where 10•

91
$ is Student's t for n - 1 degrees of freedom, and 5 is the estimated

standard deviation of a single measurement based on n measurements). C Estimate of systematic error based on range of
values obtained with different standards. d Number of replicate measurements. e NBS certificate of analysis 1633 Fly Ash.
Values in parentheses are not certified values. f Instrumental neutron activation analysis (NAA) results from Cndov et al.
(12). Uncertainty is either one standard deviation or authors' estimate, whichever is larger. g Lawrence Berkeley Labora­
tory (LBL) results.from Giauque et aI. (2) (uncertainties are 2 standard deviations). 11 Corrected for Ba La: interference.
I Corrected for Ti KP, Ba 1.,.:3 interferences.

Table II. Comparison of Average Values" Found for NBS·SRM 1648 Particulate Matter

Concentration Uncertainty,C Systematic
Element found,b % % error,d %

Si 14.7 0.3 0.5
K 1.04 0.02 0.04
Ca 6.10 0.04 0.04
Ti 0.426 0.003 0.004
Cr 0.044 0.001 0.001
Mn 0.087 0.003 0.005
Fe 3.96 0.037 0.04
Ni 0.0083 0.0004 0.001
Cu 0.07 0.01 0.03
Zn 0.465 0.015 0.02
Pb 0.678 0.006 0.02
Sr 0.019 0.001 0.002

G Mean of six measurements performed on three replicate samples. b All concentrations are exgressed as wt %. C Uncer-
tainty due to random error is 95% confidence interval for mean based on 5 degrees of freedom. Estimate of systematic
error based on range of values obtained with different standards. C NBS certificate of analysis 1648 Particulate Matter.
'Value from atomic absorption spectrophotometry (not certified).

Table III. Theoretical Detection Limits in ~g/g Calculated from Standard Disks for Selected Elements"

[1= 5000s1

Emitter Si K Co Ti Cr Mn Fe Ni Cu Zn Pb Sr

Ti 70 1.5
Ni 200 7.0 3.0 1.0 0.7 0.7 0.6
Mo 1.0 1.4 1.2 1.1 0.4

G The above detection limits should be multiplied by 14 to obtain the detection limits in the original sample.

Poissonian random errors. The expression used for calculation
ia (see Ref. 13, 14)

DL ( I)
4.65~

.. I'g g = CSTD =--'-~
N STD - No

where CS'Jt) is the known concentration (pg/g) of that element
in the standard; No is the number of counts corresponding
to the background in 5000 seconds counting time; and NSTD
is the gross counts for that element also in the same time
interval. To obtain detection limits at different time intervals
(t in seconds), the above expression should be multiplied by
(t/~tl/2. To convert to concentrations in the sample, these
values should be multiplied by the ratio of the disk weight
to the sample weight. Assuming the total disk weight to be
about 7.0 g and the sample weight to be 0.5 g, the detection
limits for samples without a heavy absorber would range from

6 to 100 ppm for most elements investigated except silicon
which would be about 1000 ppm. The detection limits cal·
culated for samples with a heavy absorber are not very dif­
ferent which is somewhat surprising since the fluorescence
intensity is reduced because of absorber attenuation. However,
there is no significant decrease in the signal-la-background
ratio because the background intensity is also suppressed to
some extent.

CONCLUSION
The results show that acceptable accuracy can be obtained

using lithium tetraborate fusion for sample preparation of
environmental samples for x·ray analysis. The main purpose
of the heavy absorber is to obviate the need for digital
computation of x·ray absorption effects. However, this ad­
vantage is outweighed by increased sample preparation time
because of the need for several absorbers. In the analysis of



major constituenIB in cement and glass samples, we have found
appreciable variations (e.g., 3 to 5%) in replicate disks due
to the nonhomogeneous distribution of elemenlB within the
disk containing 0.5 g of La,03' Therefore we believe that
digital computation of x-ray absorption effecIB including
corrections for x-ray line interferences is preferable. This is
especially true in the general application where EDXRF
analysis of a wide variety of materials of differe~tmatrices
is possible. Because of serious losses of analyte elemenlB or
compounds which are volatile at fusion temperatures, this
technique should be used with caution. For those samples
where this presenIB no major problem, the detection limits
of 10-100 ppm are reasonably low, making this technique
suitably sensitive for the analysis of environmental samples.
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Calculated X-ray Diffraction Data and
Quantitative X-ray Diffractometry

Stephen Altree-Wllllams

DIvIsIon 01 OCcupational Health and RsdiBtion Control. Heaffh Commission 01 New South Wales. P.O. Box 163. Lldcombe. Australia 2141

An equation Is derived that relatea.the quantRatlon constant
for direct quantitative x-ray powder dlllractornetry, ku, to the
c:aIcWIted Hay powder cllllractlon data paramet_ ASFJ and
I u.... The derived equation Is telled experimentally and the
result. conllnn the polentlal usefulne.. of both the derived
equation and, more generaly, calculated Hay dlfractlon data.
A dlffractomeler canotant, x, Is Introduced thai should allow
e~ delern*'ed kuv...... trom cIIIerent taboratortes
to be dlrectJy compared.

As a quantitative technique, x-ray powder diffractometry
(XRD) attempta to relate the quantity of an analyte phase
to the intensity of one of its diffraction lines. For the con­
ventional Bragg-Brentano parafocusing powder diffractometer
(I) and the general case of a flat sample of depth less than
the penetration depth of the x-ray beam, the quantitation
equation is (2)

WJ -
liJ = hiJ- (1 - e-' ,M "'"0< 'oJ) (1)

"
For a sample "infmitely" thick to the x-ray beam, Equation
1 becomes

WJ
liJ = hiJ- (2)

"For a thin-layer sample supported on a diffracting underlay,
Equation 1 becomes (3, 4)

2 hiJ
liJ = --.-- . (I - e-L .in '0 OO~ 'oJ) • MJ (3)

L SID 0D

where liJ = integrated intensity of diffraction line i of phase
J; hiJ = the quantitation constant, its value depending on the
diffractornetry conditions and on diffraction line i of phase
J; WJ = weight fraction of phase J in the sample;" = mass
absorption coefficient of the sample; M = weight of sample
per unit area; MJ = weight of phase J per unit area; 0" = angle
of incidence of the x-ray beam to the sample for diffraction
line i of phase J; 0D = angle of incidence of the x-ray beam
to the sample for a chosen diffraction line from the thin-layer
support material; L = In (1"0/10); 1"D> 10 = integrated intensity
of the chosen diffraction line from the material supporting
the thin-layer before and after loading, respectively.

The quantitation constant, k", is the same constant in each
of Equations 1-3. To date this constant has had to be de­
termined by diffractometry on samples of pure phase J.
However, the availability of calculated XRD data (5-8) allows
the determination of hiJ from such data alone.

Consider the conventional powder diffractometer with a
constant divergence slit, without monochromator, and with
an "infinitely" thick sample of pure phase J assumed to be
at theoretical density. Let the crystallites of phase J be
randomly orieJ;lted and let them have a particle size such as
to eliminate extinction and microabsorption effects without
introducing any significant line broadening. Then the in-

tegrated intensity of diffraction line i of phase J is theoretically
given by (9-12)

1"A3 e' 1 + cos' 20iJ •
I· " - • - • • p.,.IFiJl·-- (4)
iJ fir m'c' sin' OiJ cos OiJ Vi,,'

where I", 0iJ are as previously defined; jO, A, fi, r = constants
for a given diffractometer run under constant conditions, being
the intensity of the primary x-rays used for diffraction, their
wavelength., the scan rate used for counting the integrated
intensity, and the radius of the goniometer circle, respectively;
e, m, c = physical constants, being the charge and rest mass
of the electron and the velocity of light, respectively; P",IFwi
= the multiplicity, and the amplitude of the structure factor
(including thermal effects) for line i (Miller index, hhl) of
phase J, respectively; VJ =volume of the unit cell of phase
J; 1" = linear absorption coefficient of the sample, in this case,
phase J at theoretical density.

Equation 4 can be transposed into a more convenient form
by considering the following. For a given diffractometer run
under constant conditions, the diffractometer constants, the
physical constants, and the constant of proportionality can
be incorporated into a single constant," For the specific
wavelength used in the diffractometer, the combined relative
effect of the Lorentz-polarization term, the multiplicity factor,
and the structure factor term on the intensity of the diffraction
lines of phase J is given by the calculated relative intensities,
1",", for the lines of phase J. The most intense diffraction
line of phase J i. given an 1"," value of 100. The absolute
effect of the Lorentz-polarization, multiplicity, and structure
factor terms on the diffraction inten.ities of phase J is a
property of phase J and A. The factor for this absolute effect
adjusts the relative intensity data to the absolute scale and
is incorporated with 1/ V/ to give the absolute scale factor
for phase J, designated ASFJ (6). Equation 4 can thus be
written

I
I" = •. ASFJ • Id" . ~ (5)

Equation 5 refers to a sample of pure phase J at theoretical
density. For real samples contsining phase J (including pure
powdered phase J as packed in a diffractometer), Equations
4 and 5 can be modified by including a term for the volume
fraction of phase J in the sample, with 1" referring to the
linear absorption coefficient of the sample. Expressing ", in
terms of the mass absorption coefficient of the sample and
expressing the volume fraction of phase J in terlIUl of the
weight fraction of phase J gives

WJ
I" = •. ASFJ ·ld" . - (6)

PJI'

where all terlIUl have been previously defined except PJ, the
density of phase J. Comparison of Equation 6 with its
equivalent experimental equation, Equation 2, gives the
equation for determining k" from calculated XRD data

hiJ = •. ASFJ • l"," • ..!. (7)
PJ
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Table I. ComparilOn of klJ Valu.. Determined by Calculation" and by Experiment

klJ. net count. em J ltg-I

phase, J line, i. hkl ASFJ PI, g cm- J calculated experimentaIC

corundum (a-AI,O,) 113 0.120 3.987 b 11.5 t 0,1
a'quartz (SiD,) 101 0.321 2.65 46.3 45.3 t 0,3
calcite (CaCO,) 104 0.250 2.71 35.2 47 t 1
sylvite (KCI) 200 0.329 1.987 63.3 65 • 1
zincite (ZnO) 101 0.912 5.68 61.3 53 • 2
anatase (TiD,) 101 0.497 3.89 48.8 47 • 1
eskolaite (Cr,O,) 104 0.361 5.21 26.5 22 t 1
hematite (a·Fe,O,) 104 0.56 5.26 40.7 30.2.0.2
Ag 111 5.33 10.5 194 122 • 1

" Values [or ASFJ and PJ arc [rom Huhbard, Evans, and Smith (7) except [or hematite (JCPDS card 24-72A) and are cor­
rected for the use of a graphIte crystal monochromator with Cu Ka radiation. b The dirrractometer constant " was deter·
mined as (3.82 1 0.03) X 10' net counts· ASF·· em-I by equating the experimental measurements and caleubted data for
corundum. C Average value of four sample preparations :t mean deviation.

Equation 7 indicates that h" can be determined [rom
calculated XRD data (ASFJ and IJ·I) for all phases except
for the one chosen to experimentally determine • for the
diffractometer. With this one limitation, x-ray powder dif­
fractometry can be considered an absolute instrument
technique where the quantitation of phase J can be performed
without recourse either to a calibration standard of phase J
or to an internal standard for each sample. Two further
deductions of practical interest can be made from Equation
7. Since., ASFJ and pJare constant for a given diffractometer,
wavelength, and phase, then the quantitation constant for each
diffraction line of a given phase ib directly pro""rtionaJ to I,,"".
Again, since for any given diffraction line of any given phase
ASFJ , I"nl and PJ are constant for a given wavelength and
independent of the diffractometer, then the quantitation
constants for a set of phases determined on one diffractometer
will be directly proportional to the quantitation constants for
that same set of phases determined on any other diffrac­
tometer, subject to the same wavelength beinf, used.

Note that Equation 4 refers to the use of a conventional
diffractometer without monochromator. When a mono­
chromator is used (either on the incident beam to the sample
or on the diffracted beam) the polarization term, I + cos' 2fJ",
in Equation 4 needs to be changed to I + cos' 20" cos' 20m,

where Om is the Bragg angle for the monochromator crystal
reflection and wavelength used (I3). This change affects the
intensity of all lines depending on their OiJ and on Om' It
necessitates adjustment of the calculated values of ASFJ and
loJ", which are routinely determined assuming a polarization
factor of 1 + cos' 20" (8).

The validity of Equation 7 for determining h" has been
investigated experimentally, as has the deduction that for lines
of the one phase h" is proportional to [J.I, The results are
considered below.

EXPERIMENTAL
Pha""s. All phases used were laboratory chemicals except for

corundum (Linde A, Union Carbide Corporation), a-quartz
(natural crystal, Kingsgate, New South Wales), and silver (Selas
Flotronics silver membrane filter, O.2·#lm pore size).

Diffractometry, A Philips (Eindhoven) x-ray diffractometer
was used comprising vertical goniometer (PW 1050/70), diffracted
beam monochromator with graphite cry.tal, sample spinner, .enon
filled proportional counter, and copper anode broad focus x·ray
tube (PW 2253/20).

The quantitation constant was determined, by the use of
Equation 3, from measurements obtained from deposits of <7-jUIl
diameter airborne,partieles of the phase of interest on NUelepore
filters (4). Silver was used as the diffracting underlay to all phases.
The intensity of the corundum (110) and (l13) reflections were
read on a platinum underlay. Four, filters were prepared for each
phase and the average h" was determined on the line or lines of
interest. For silver, the silver filters were used directly in tlle
diffractometer and hiJ was determined using EquatiOh 2 and a

theoretical mass absorption coefficient for silver of 218 cm2/g.
Sample. were analyzed at tube conditions o[ 45 kV, 28 rnA with

pulse height selection and sample spinning. These lube conditions
gave the same external standard count as used in previous work
(3, 1). A 1° divergence slit and a O.3-mm recei,'ing slit was used.
The integrated intensity of a diffraction line was measured by
counting while scanning the diffraction line at a rate of 1/20 21J/min
for 2 min. Loadings on the filters were such that the 1° 28 scan
range effectively encompassed the whole diffr"action peak for all
lines measured. Background was counted at the start and finish
angles of the scan and the average value used. Net peak area
counts was used as the integrated intensity of the diffraction line.
An aluminum blank was used as an external standard to correct
for long term instrument drift.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Calculated and Experimental Values of hiJo Calculated
XRD data for the most intense line of the phases used in.this
work were taken from Hubbard, Evans, and Smith (7) or, for
hematite, from JCPDS card 24-72A. The data were suitably
adjusted for the graphite crystal monochromator used in this
work. Using the calculated ASFJ for corundum (113) and
determinin~ its h" experimentally, the value of the diffrac­
tometer constant, " was found to be (3.82 ± 0.03) X 10" net
counts ASF-I em-I. Using this value for., calculated h" values
were determined from Equation 7 for the most inten"" line
of each of the other phases. These calculated values are given
in Table I together with the equivalent h" values determined
by experiment.

The results provide support. for the validity of Equation
7 and, on the wider scene, provide additional evidence of the
practical value of calculated XRD data. The e.perimental
results for a-quartz, sylvite, and anatase match the calculated
hiJ values to within 4%. The experimental value for zincite
was 13% less than the calculated value. Speculation as to the
reason for this difference is not advisahle in the absence of
calculated data for the full diffraction pattern of zincite. The
remaining phases investigated also show significant differences
between their calculated and experimental h" values but these
differences can be e.plained in terms of deviation of the
samples from assumptions inherent in Equations 4 and 7. The
high experimental value for calcite appears to be due to a
combination of preferred orientation and extinction (see
below). The low experimental values for eskolaite, hematite,
and silver show increasing deviation with linear absorption
coefficient and would be explained in terms of microab­
sorption.

The results given here show a better match between ex­
perimental and calculated values than results published
previously for the reference intensity ratio determined on bulk
samples (7). This is no doubt due to the use of samples of
small particle size for the present study. Care would need to
be taken in the use of Equation 7 if the samples analyzed were
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Table U. Compariaon of Experimental k" Values for the
Lines of a Phase with Their Calculated lJOl Values

experimental ealeu-
line, i, hIJ1 net counts relative laled,"

phase, J hkl em' ~g-I klJ J rel
iJ

corundum 012 5.83. 0.07 51 58.8
104 9.75.0.10 85 90.3
110 4.21 • 0.06 37 41.2
113 11.53 • 0.10 100 100
116 11.6 .0.3 100 102.9
124 4.58. 0.11 40 41.5
030 6.76. 0.07 59 63.7

a-quartz 100 8.20. 0.11 18.1 18.0
101 45.3 .0.3 100 100
102 3.43.0.05 7.6 7.8
112 6.92. 0.04 15.3 14.5
211 5.25. 0.10 11.6 10.9

calcite 012 3.22. 0.05 6.9 26
104 46.9 • 1.1 100 100
202 7.50. 0.12 16.0 33
116 10.1 • 0.14 21.5 43
122 4.76.0.11 10.2 22

hematite 012 8.42. 0.04 28 29
104 30.2 • 0.10 100 100
110 21.6 .0.14 72 73
116 15.6 .0.16 52 48
214 10.3 .0.09 34 33

" Calculated data are from Smith (5) for corundum and
Q·quartz and from JCPDS carda 24·27A (calcite) and 24-
72A (hematite). The data have been corrected for the ef-
fed of the monochromator.

subject to preferred orientation, extinction, or microab·
sorption,

k" Value. for Diffraction Line. of the One Phase. Of
the phases considered in Table I, the full calculated XRD
pattern (integrated intensity) could be found only for co­
rundum (5), a-quartz (5, 6), calcite (JCPDS card 24·27A), and
hematite (JCPDS card 24-72A). Quantitation constants were
experimentally determined for the five most intense lines of
each of these phases. The relative values of k" for the lines
of each phase are compared to their calculated Id" values in
Table II. The results for a·quartz and hematite show close
agreement between the calculated and experimental values.
It is reasonable to conclude that both phases, as prepared on
the Nuclepore mter, are free of significant orientation and
extinction effects.

For corundum, the match is also quite close although there
may well be some effect in the experimental work ~t fav?rs
the (113) reflection. A smaU degree of preferred orientatIOn
would be a possible explanation, although corundum is
generaUy regarded as being free of this effect. Another possible
explanation of the observed difference is in the choice of the
degree of ionization used for Al and 0 in determining the
calculated data. The calculated data for corundum given in
Table II are based on partiaUy ionized AI and 0 (5). Cal­
culated data based on fully ionized Al and 0 would give e
better match to the experimental data given in Table II (7).

The results for calcite are particularly interesting. Not only
are there large deviations 'between the relative kiJ and the
calculated Ill" values (Table II), but the absolute value of
kiJ for calcite (104) is significantly larger than that found
previously for the same sample of calcite deposited on silver
mten (8). Counting the silver filter deposits for the other
calcite reflections showed that these reflections were relatively
more intense on the silver mter (although still significantly
less than the lor data). The results can poe.sibly be explained
by different degrees of preferred orientation for calcite de·
posited on Nuclepore and silver mters coupled with a general

extinction effect on the calcite (104) reflection.
The Work of Smith, Hubbard, and Co-workers. Smith

and Hubbsrd together with their co-workers have made a
prsctical reslity of the theoreticsny reasonable concept of
calculated XRD data (5-8). This present psper supports the
eoncept of calculated XRD data as given by th~ :-V0rkers and
attempts to extend its use to the dIrect quant,tatlOn methods
summsrized in Equations 1-3. Of the calculated XRD data
terminology used here, ASFJ and IJ·I are as u~ed by .S~ith
et al. (6, 7), while. is equal to '12K (7). One minor cnt,c,sm
of the monumental work of Smith, Hubbsrd and co-workers
is their recent use of 'YJ as the scale factor for calculated data,
where

ASFJ

'YJ; 2 ~J'

The incorporation of ~J', the linear absorption coefficient of
phase J at theoretical density, into the scale factor would seem
to have little to recommend it, as the calculation of both the
quantitation constant, kiJ, and the reference intensity ratio,
1/1" (7) sre made by the use of ASFJ• If the ~cale factor is
reported in terms of 'YJ, tben it would be useful if the.~-:' used
was also reported because this parameter must be ehmmated
from r J before either kiJ or III, can be calculated.

General Comment. Equation 7 provides a number of
useful alternatives in the application of calculated XRD data
to the direct XRD quantitation methods. First, it aUows for
the determination of kiJ directly from calculated XRD data.
When the sample complies with the innate assumptions of
Equation 7 (no orientation, extinction, or microabsorption)
it is likely that calculated kiJ values of good quality will be
obtained.

Second it provides a theoretical basis for the use of cal­
culated x'RD data where interference occurs to those lines
of an analyte phase for which experimental kiJ values are at
hand. Quantitation could be accomplished from the known
experimental kiJ and calculated Ill" values of a line together
with the calculated Ill" value for any line of the phase that
was free of interference.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, Equation 7 in·
troduces the concept of the diffractometer constant,.. All
powder diffractometers operating on the conventional
Brsgg-Brentano psrafocusing principle should obey Equations
1-7. This being the case, the simple expedient of determining
• for a diffractometer (using a suitable standard reference
material) sbould immediately place the experimentally de·
termined kiJ of a given phase at an absolute value that any
conventional powder diffractometer in any laboratory could
reproduce. The publication of experimental klJ values de­
termined under standsrd experimental conditions together
with an experimentally determined diffractometer constant,
" should allow the accumulation of a consistent body of
absolute kiJ values that will improve the usefulness of x'ray
powder diffractometry as a quantitative analytical technique,
particularly if rational explanation can be provided for dif­
ferences that occur between the experimental set and the
equivalent calculated data.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
I thank John G. Byrnes of the Geological and Mining

Museum, Sydney for supplying the a-quartz.

LITERATURE CITED
(1) H. P. KkJg and L. E. Aloxand«. "X.,.y D1ffrleuon _ ...... 2nd eel..

John W11ey Ind Sona, New Yorl<, N.V.. 1974.
(2) A. J. C. WUoon. J. ScI. IMtnJm .. 27, 321-325 (1960).
(3) S. AItr...WIIlama. AnIII. Chem .. 49. 429-432 (1977).
(4) S._-'J.Loa,andN.V.Mazil,Am. ~.IM7.. 20,loe-l28

(1977).
(6) D. K. SrnIlh, _ R.,J .. 11. 67~5. 71 (19SS).
(I) 1. Y. Borg and D. It Srn1h, ·CaIa.laIod X.,.y _ PallOtTW fa Skate



ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY, VOl.. 50, NO.9, AUGUST 1978 • 1278

~~;6~ 122. Tho GoologlcaJ 5ocloty 01 America Inc••_.

(7) ~6:~1~~~6~' H. Evans. and O. K. Smnh, J. Appl, CrysIBIIogr .• I.

(e) C. A. Hubbard and O. K. Smnh, Adv. X·ray Ana'. 20 27-39 (1977)

(9) ~~~~~=E-:Ia':,.t~9~;~Y CrystaDography", V~1. 11: Kynoch Press:

(10) ~~~'::~;."~~.UC;~~lncipIeS of the Diffraction ot X.,ays", G.

(11) B.E.W""fI(l,"X-raylllffrac1lon" Adltson-W.-r -.;._ 1969
(12) A. J. C. Wilson. "EJomon" 01 X:"y Crys~",-..W.-r:

Reading, Ma.... 1970.
(13) L. V. Alaron. Acts CrysIBIIogr., S, 701-7004 (1955).

RECEIVED for review February 21, 1978. Accepted May 18,
1978.

Resistive-Pulse Particle-Sizing Instrument

A, W. VenoUa

~';':o:nd Vegetable Chemistry Laboralory, Sclel/ce and Education Administration, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Pasacl6na, Calfornla

company

Teletype Corp.,
Skokie, m.

Hewlett-Packard,
Palo Alto, Calif.

Hewlett-Packard,
Palo Alto. Cali!.

Systron-Donner Corp.,
Concord, Calif.

Canberra Ind....tri....
MerideD~ Conn.

assembled in this
laboratory

Coulter Electronics, Inc..
Hialeab. Flo.

assembled in this
laboratory

8100

60153D

ASR·33TZ

6116A

digital multimeter 7205

teleprinter

Table 1. Instrument Components

item model no.

control unit

EXPERIMENTAL

Apparatus. The layout of the instrument is given in Figure'
I, and components are identified in Table I. Convenlional Coulter
apertures were used in a Coulter sample stand that was un·
modified except as noted here: (a) the vacuum regulator was
discarded, (b) cabling for the manometer control of counting was

erro~ due to possibly inaccurate nominal diameters, and (b)
making the rather inevitable interpolations and enrapolations
of future applied work as reliable as possible.

In ~%8mining particles having a narrow size range, the
questIOn of overlap quality may not arise since a single group
of instrument settings permits characterization of the whole
distribution. However, when a certain size range is exceeded,
runs with several settings of instrument controls become
necessary and the widest distributions require more than one
aperture for complete characterization. In either case the
description of a broad distribution requires the joinn:g of
groups of data that are somewhat disparate due to the in·
fluence of a number of sources of error; hence, the present
interest in the quality of overlap replication.

Testing of the instrument described here was facilitated
by its flexibility and resolution capability. The methodology
developed in the course of the testing may help others who
use the resistive-pulse method of particle size analysis. If
extensive work with an instrument similar to the present one
is contemplated, it may be well to consider taking advantage
of the computer interfacing options offered by the manu·
facturer of the MCA.

Ii.V. supply

L. V. supply

mul tichannel
analyzer

preamplifier unit

sample stand

A recently assembled reslstlve-pulle particle-size analyzer Is
described. The analyzer was tested w"h Cou"er Counter
apertures at 30, 50, and 100 !U11 nominal diameter, and saven
latex standards ranging Irom 1.099 to 25.7 I'm nominal di­
ameter. Resu"s ware correlated w"h an equaUon having two
empirical constants In add"lon to the conventional aperture
constant. Twenty~ 01 parUcle dameter eslmatas derlved
from 239 tesl runs displayed a me~n relaOve standard devlaUon
01 1.2%. Duplicate counts In regions 01 overlap at a broad
particle size distribution showed an average deviation trom
the means 01 4.2 %.

The literature concerned with resistive-pulse instrumen­
tation is extensive; sec, e.g., references cited in the present
paper. A significant fraction of the reported effort has dealt
w,ith p~oblems such as the relationship between aperture
dImensIOns, particle size, particle trajectory, and the character
of the resulting electrical pulse. To thoroughly understand
Instrument performance, it would be necessary to extend such
analytical scrutiny to each stage of pulse processing, including
the eventual conversion of some pulse parameter(s) to digital
form.

In the present work, no direct attention was given to the
foregoing type of inquiry. Instead, the approach toward
optimal performance was sought via observation of instrument
response to a broad range of operating conditions. This
approach entailed the generation of a substantial quantity of
data and culminated in the development of an equation that
is used to represent all the data. The results reported here
suggest that progress has been made in the desired direction.
Not only do the results seem to be of improved quality, but
they may also point toward the resolution of an earlier
difficulty-the disparity between standard latex nominal
diameters and those found by resistive-pulse examination.

The present work used readily available materials and
comparatively simple procedures. Much of the testing ex·
ploited the ability of a multichannel analyzer (MCA) to
provide a detailed record of the consequences of altering
aperture current; the effect upon estimates of aperture
constants, in particular, received considerable attention. The
final evaluation of performance was made in terms of the
quality of overlap replication within a broad particle eize
distribution. Teeting was based upon a moderately large
number of lates standards with the intent of: (a) minimizing
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Table II. Componenla of Preamplifier Unit

quan·
item lily model no. company

amplifier 1 155N Ithaca, Inc..
Ithaca, N.Y.

capacitor, X463UW TRW,
O.I"F Ogallala, Neb.

capacitor. 2 WHB Come!l-Dubilier
530"F 53D-150 Electronics,

Newark, N.J.
railtor MS223 Caddock Electronics, Inc.,

Riverwide. Calif.

replaced to provide compatibility with the control unit. and (c)
the ooaxial cable was relocated and shortened to about SO em.

Up to 120 mL of sample auspension was held in a jacketed
borooilicate-glaaa beaker. The sample was thermostated at 25
·C with a c:iraJlatiDg water bath (Neslab TE3, N..lab Instruments
Inc., POrlamouth, N.H.). No Faraday cage was employed. but
water c:iraJlation lines were ahielded, in part, with flexible copper
braid to facilitate manipulation of the sample beaker. Aperture
current was provided bY the H.V. supply; the output of this aupply
ia adjustable from 0 to 100 volta. The digital multimeter (DMM)
indicates the voltage across the aperture electrodes.

The circuit of the preamplifier unit ia ahown in Figure 2, and
ila componenla are identified in Table II. The 155N amplifier
has lwitch ..lectable gaina of 20 and 40 dB. Power for the 155N
oomea from the 24-voltaupply of the MCA via twin.. cable. The
two sao-"F capacitors thet provide the 1060 "F of capacitance
ahown parallel an additional2OD-"F present in the output circuit
of the H.V. lupply. The 4O-kO r..iator il rated at 3 WlttJl and
has a apecified temperature coefficient of SO ppmj"C. The 0.1·,.F
capacitor ia a metallized polycarbonate type.

The control unit of Figure 1 uses 7400-..ri.. integrated circuitJl
to interface the sample atand and the MCA. By allowing the
manometer of the IIJDple stand to tum the data collecting function
of the MCA on and off, the control unit permits automatic
metering of sampl.. of SO, 500, or 2000 "L through the Coulter
apertmee. The circuit diagram of the control unit may be obtained
by writing to the author.

The teleprinter types out the con"'ntJl of the MCA memory;
a punched tape bearing the same information can be obtained
during printouL The punched tape option ia useful because it
permita a data ..t to be reloaded into the MCA memory for
examination and proceaaing.

Except for the use of twin.. cable previously referred to, all
interconnectiona were made with ooaxial cable: RG-1l4AjU
between the preamplifier unit and the sample atand, and RG·
62AjU eJaewbere. Conventional grounding (l) was provided using
appropriate BNC connectors.

Table III. Si&lnl of Latex Standarcla

Flgwe 2. Preampif'... unn

Pulses (or gain comparisons were obtained by rectifying the
sinewave output of an audio oscillator (IG·18, Heath Company,
BentoD Harbor, Mich.) with a lN4148 diode.

Electrolyte Solutions. Distilled, deionized water was used
to prepare all electrolytes. Solute concentrations were as follows
(gIL. throughout). Standard.I->w-density electrolyte: NaCI (7.13),
NaN, (0.20). High·densityelectrolyte: citric acid monohydrate
(133.4), KCI (5.70), MgCl,-6H,O (0.29), KH,PO. (0.20), CaCl,
(0.15), NaCI (0.033), NaN, (0.077). The high·density electrolyte
was a multipurpa;e solution having a density of about 1.05 gjcm'
at 25 °C and an electrical conductivity approximately equal to
thet of the low density electrolyte. The fmalstep in all electrolyte
preparation consisted of passage through a UF·porosity sin­
tered·gl... filter or a O.ID-"m Millipore filter.

Latex Standards. Some data pertaining to standards appear
in Table Ill. Standards from Coulter are identified by nominal
diameter only. Dow lot numbers for the 2.02· and 25.7·"m
atandards were LSI078B and 2F8V. respectively, and the stated
atandard deviations were 0.0135 and 10.0 "m, respectively. The
1O.3-"m standard was Duke lot number 2142, catalog number 117,
relative standard deviation, 12.5%.

Baaic Equation. In the present instrument, the MCA memory
is divided into 1024 channels. The fIrst channel records run time
in seconds while the rest record pulse counts. Channel number
c is nearly proportional to pulse amplitude. The value of c that
representJl a particle of diameter d depends upon aperture current
i and amplifier gain setting g. If d, i, and g are fixed, but an
aperture of different size is substituted, then c assumes a new
value not necessarily falling within the active range of the in­
strumen!' For a given aperture it is approximately true that igd'jc
is constant-the aperture constant k. In the present work the
range of experimentally determined values of k, for a given
aperture, was reduced by introducing empirical quantities, a and
p, such that the expression for the aperture constant became:

k = iQgd'/(c + (3)

Additional comments on the empirical constants appear later.
Calculations. Data were generally processed with a Hew­

lett·Packard 9100B calculator. In some instances, however, it was
m06t efficient to aubject raw count data to preliminary integration.
This was done using the MCA option that permitJl direct readout
of the integral of a band consisting of an arhitrary number of
channels located anywhere within the MCA memory.

Mode Estimation. The peaks or modes of particle size dis­
tributions were located using numerical differentiation. When
required by the need for precision, differentiation was preceded
by the application of a first·degree, three·point smoothing
procedure that was iterated once. Both numerical procedures
were taken from Hildebrand (2). Direct differentiation was

nominal
diameter, #lm

latex
sourceo apertureb

no. of
detmns

range of series
std dev, %

diameter
found, #lm

deviation
from nominal
diameter, %

1.099 A 1,2 17 0.8-1.5
1.305 A 1,2 24 1.0-1.2
1.947 A 1,2 40 0.5-1.0
2.02· B I, 2 40 0.4-3.3
3.49 A 1,2 72 0.7-2.8

10.3 C 2 16 1.7
25.7 B 3 14 0.3-0.4

G A: CouiterElectroD!C8, ~c. Hialeah, Fa.;B: Dow Diagnostics, lndianapolis,lnd.;C:
Calif. See lut for detaila. 1: 30 "m, 2: 50 "m, 3: 100 "m.

1.20 9.2
1.28 -1.9
1.98 1.7
1.92 -5.0
3.42 -2.0

10.1 -1.9
25.4 -1.2

Duke Standards Co., Palo Alto,
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nominal
aperture

diameter, IJrn

30
60

100

no. of
latex

standarda

6
6
3

nominal latex
.ize range, IJm

1.099-3.49
1.099-10.3
3.49-26.7

no.oC
detmns "G std dev

79 1.005 0.0024
130 1.023 0.0020

30 1.000 0.0017

a Linear, unbiased, minimum·variance eatimat.el.

employed when the channel that contained the peak was obvious
from inspection of the raw counts; the procedure was simply
applied to the three largest counts recorded. When thc location
was less certain because of thc breadth of the peak,low total count,
or both, a less direct procedure was used: (a) neighboring channels
were combined into groups of unifonn width and of sufficient size
to yield integral counts that were monotonic on either side of the
peak, and (b) before numerical differentiation was applied, the
integral counts were smoothed numerically. In either event, C

was expressed to four significant figures.
Raw Count Integral1i. The &!location of raw count data to banda

that represented specified size canges was based upon linear
interpolation. Any fractional count that resulted from the in·
terpolation and subsequent integration was rounded to the nearest
integer.

Amplifier Gain. The ability of the MCA to respond to pulse
amplitude was used to compare instrument gain settings. Each
adjacent pair of gains was tested with 16 different pulse am­
plitudes. These amplitudes were chosen to provide nearly Wliform
sampling of the available range of channels: ca. 25 to 1000. The
oscillator described earlier provided the pulses. The counting
interval was 10 8, and the oscillator frequency was 50 kHz
throughout. Peaks registered by the ~CAwere sufficiently narrow
to permit the direct application of numerical differentiation as
described.

Nearly all of the work reported here was done with the
preamplifier gain set at 40 dB and the fine gain control of tbe
MCA set at its nominal minimum of 0.3. Under these conditions
the MCA nominal gain setting of 600 was taken .... the base to
which all other gain settings would be related. Coarse gain settings
of 50 to 2000 are provided on the front panel of the MCA. The
nominal gains of 5 and 15 were obtained with the MCA coarse
gain set at 60 and the preamplifier gain set at 20 dB; gain 5 then
resulted from the 0.3 setting of the MCA fine gain control and
gain 15 resulted from the 1.0 setting of the fine gain control.

General Run Procedure. Latex standards were vigorously
agitated by hand for 60 s prior to dilution. Sonication was not
used since the presence of significant quantities of multiplets
would have been obvious on the MCA display.

During any given run, the H.V. supply of the present instrument
applies a constant voltage to the preamplifier unit. Consequently,
for a particle-sizing run of prectical duration, electrode polarization
causes the aperture current to decrease continually. Short runs
with large apertures are scarcely affected by this characteristic
of the instrument, but with long runs or small apertures the effect
clearly merits attention. The significance of the decreasing current
was minimized by the following procedure: (a) the DMM was
observed from the time the aperture current was initiated until
immediately before pulse countiug started, (b) the voltage was
recorded, the DMM was disconnected from the aperture terminals
and counting began, (c) counting stopped, the DMM was im­
mediately reconnected, and the aperture voltage was recorded,
(d) the sample beaker was lowered to open the peth of the aperture
current and tbe power lupply voltage was recorded. The first
two readingo provided the ..timate of mean aperture voltage, and
the third, using Ohm's law, permitted calculation of the mean
aperture current. The DMM was disconnected during counting
to luppr..s noise injection. An incidental benefit of observing
the DMM was that partial plugging of the aperture was instantly
detected.

Throughout the work reported here, the lower-level dis·
criminator of the MCA was let at 020 to deactivate the fmt 19
pu1BlK:ounting channels; thiB settini was chosen by trial and error
to reduce tha affect of pu1ae8 that were attributed to powerlinb
noise. The daadtime of the MCA ana1og·to-digital conver..er never

exceeded 42% in the work reported. Apertur.. were routinely
examined for cleanliness with a microscope eet Cor lOOX 11181­
nification.

Size Distribution RUDS. An eight-run series with dense
electrolyte only was used to characterize the size diotribution of
the 26.7-~m latex. The lOO-~m aperture WB8 used througbout,
and the runs were made in two seri.. using slightly different latex
concentrations. All results were placed on a single concentration
basis by using the total count in the region of overlap to defme
the required normalization factor; the region of overlap _11-29
~m, and the total counts were 62916 and 44 OIl. All runs were
made with the 2ooo·~L manometer setting.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Effect of Electrolyte Density. Low· and high-denaity
electrolytes were used to nearly the same extent in the work
with the 30- and SO-~m apertur.., but no dependence of the
r..u1ts upon electrolyte density could be found. However, with
25.7-~m latex in the 100-~m aperture, the low-denaity elee­
trolyte gave decidedly irreproducible results.

The Ihape of the pulse generated by a particle paaaing
through the sensing aperture baa been reported to affect
instrument performance (3-5). Such effects may bave played
a role in the present work. Indeed, the ability of the dense
electrolyte to essentially remove the gravity-induced vertical
component of particle velocity may bave been responsible for
needed pulse lbape improvemenL On the other hand, the
comparatively good performance obtained with the dense
electrolyte may have been due merely to avoidance of frac·
tional sedimentation.

The a Correction. The results abown in Table IV indicate
that a values distinctly different from unity reduced the
variance of the aperture constant ..timatee obtained with the
30- and 50-~m apertures. The origin of the need for such a
correction is not clear, but the heat evolved in the particle
sensing aperture may be contributory; a diBcuasion of auch
heating has been published (6). Considering the level of,­
uncertainty in particle diameter encountered in the present
work, the magnitude of the a correction might appear to be
too small to warrant attention. However, with the im·
provement in determination of particle diameter that can be
expected in the future, this type of correction would becOme
distinctly lignificanL -

Amplifier Gain. Apparent gain ratios originally obtained
with constant amplitude pu!aes ahowed considerable de­
pendence upon channel number c. This dependence was
largely removed by calculating the ratios not from c values
but rather from c + fj values, wbere fj is an empirically de­
termined zel'lHXlrrection. The working value of fj was obtained
by: (a) luc<:essive approximation of the value of fj needed to
minimize the variance of each set of 16 experimentally defined
gain ratios, and (b) averaging the r..ulting seven estimates
of fj to provide the working fj, mean 14.9, standard deviation
0.3.

Table V shoWl! the individual fj ..timatee and the reduction
in the spread of apparent gain ratio estimates that was ob­
tained by introducing the zero.correction. Application of the
zerl>-correction appean to permit reaoonable approximation
of the true gain ratios; the working gain values, 5.47 and 16.3,
are within the manufacturer'a ltated tolerances.
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Table V. Amplifier Gain Calibration and Evaluation of (J

std dev of

nominal
gain ratio, % working

gain ~; 0 ~ - 14.9 gain

5.47
14.94 8.8 0.1

15 16.3
15.00 8.7 0.5

50 51.3
15.39 8.5 2.7

100 101
14.52 8.0 1.6

200 201
14.78 9.1 1.4

500 500
15.08 8.7 1.5

1000 1008
14.75 7.5 0.3

2000 2017

11000

4000

2000

Olome''', ~'"

Figure 3. Particle size distribution of 25.7-Jlrn latex

Table VI. Overlap Quality. 25.7-~m Latex

8 1.2 3 168 5.3
10 I, 2 3386 7.8
12 1.2.3 4185 9.4 b

14 2.3 3892 8.0
16 2.3 2132 3.4
20 4. 5 3 344 5.8
22 1.5 5875 0.7
24 4. 5 8798 2.0
26 4. 5 11 222 0.1
28 1,5 10 713 0.5

a 1: 0.381 rnA, ~ain 100; 2: 0.903 rnA. gain 15; 3:
0.201 rnA. gain 15; 4: 0.600 rnA. gain 5; 5: 0.165 rnA.
gain 5. b Pairwise deviations of 9.1 and 9.6% were aver­
aged to give the tabulated value.

differences between the present estimates and Alliers values
were :l.49 pm: 1.8 and :l.50/0. 10.3 pm: 11.5 to 14.40/,.

Particle Size Distribution Overlaps. Figure 3 shows the
results of eight particle size distribution runs made to
characterize the 25.7-pm latex. Selected data from the same
runs also appear in Table VI; the latter data were derived in
such a way that no bias was introduced by the concentration
normalization referred to earlier. The overlap discrepancies
that form the basis of Table VI can be seen as discrete points
in Figure 3. Note that for the 12-pm overlap three runs. rather
than two. are represented. The extent to which these runs
sampled the range of the instrument may be judged from the
aperture currents and gain settings detailed in Table VI plus
the range of channel numbers represented: 37-994.

The da", plotted in Figure :l yield a mean diameter estimate
of 22.3 pm and a mode of 26.5 pm. The mode here represents
two determinations while the independent estimate of 25.4
pm shown in Table III represents 14 determinations.

The last column in Table VI shows the deviation of ob­
served particle counts from the means. The average deviation
is 4.2%, and the worst-case value is 9.6%. The superior
replication found between 19 and 29 pm compared with that
found between 9 and 17 pm may reOect the use of a single
amplifier gain in the former case \'S. the use of two in the latter.

Error or Diameter Estimates. The relative importance
of known sources of uncertainty in the estimation of particle
diameter was examined. The sources identified were: (a)
aperture constant, (b) aperture current. (c) channel number,
(d) amplifier gain. (e) the constant n. and <0 the constant p.
To make the computation practical. attention was confined
insofar as possible to a single run with :l.49-pm latex in the
5O-pm aperture. This run was selected to well represent the
present work; e.g.. the mean deviation of the aperture current

Electrode Polarization. The importance of the drop in
aperture current caused by electrode polarizotion may be
ascertained from the observed differences between initial and
final aperture voltage. The ratio of this difference to mean
voltage was calculated for each of the 250 runs that provided
most of the data for the present report. The mean value of
this ratio was 0.11 %. In the eight runs used to characterize
the particle size distribution of the 25.7·pm latex. the mean
ratio was 0.17%. These results. together with the results of
the error propagation analysis to be discussed. led to the
conclusion that electrode polarization did not contribute
significant error to the present work.

Latex Standards. Table III summarizes the results of 20
discrete series of particle size measurement runs. Each series
represents 8 single amplifier gain setting and 8 variety of
aperture currents. Usually the aperture currents were so
selected that the series as a whole sampled the range of the
MeA nearly completely and uniformly. As may be seen in
column five of Table III. the series that displayed the greatest
scatter had a particle size relative standard deviation of 3.3%.
The mean of the relative standard deviations for all the series
was 1.2%. This estimate of overall precision compares fa­
vorably with the results of the error propagation analysis to
be discussed.

At present., the question of accuracy is difficult to treat. but
, work in progress at the National Bureau of Standards (7)
L should help in resolving this problem. It may be appropriate.
at this juncture. to note simply that the worst-case deviation
from nominal diameter found in the present work was 9.20/0
and the corresponding mean value for all seven estimates was
3.30/0. One source of difficulty in improving the accuracy of
size estimation may have been the comparative ease with
which resistive-pulse instruments provide estimates of modal
diameter. while with optical methods the mean is more ac­
cessible; Le., size distribution skewness may have been a source
of disagreement between some estimates of the characteristic
size of standard latex particles. Another source of error may
reside in the use of arrays of particles to estimate the size of
very broad distributions (8). Even if armys arc not used. there
may be instances in which smaIl particles that are hidden from
view by larger particles or particle clusters will be detected
by resistive-pulse instruments. At prescnt it would be difficult
to judge how important these. and other unexamined sources
of error, may be.

Results obtained by Matthews and Rhodes (8) using
electron microscopy agree closely with the present work:
differences for the 1.305- and 3.49-pm latexes are 0.8 and 0.60/0.
respectively. AlIiet (9) used a variety of methods to size a large
group of standards. For latexes of the same nominal diameter,

mean
diar.teter. run

101m conditionsO
mean
count

deviation
from mean

count, %



was 0.14%; cr., the earlier discussion or aperture current
variability. The basis for estimating the probable error
contributed by each source is given here: (a) three estimates
of k obtained with the 3.49-~m standard were combined with
one estimate from each of the two comparable standards:
1.305 and 10.3 ~m; cf., Table III, last column; (b) the man­
ufacturer's specifications for the DMM provided the aperture
current estimate; (c) the uncertainty of the modal channel
number was estimated by repeatedly making single channel
adjustments of the sizes and locations of the channel groups
used; (d) the amplifier gain estimate was based on the largest
relative standard deviation found in establishing the gain
ratios; (e) the a estimate was based on the standard <leviation
of the 130-run group of Table IV; and (0 the f3 estimate was
drawn from the seven values given in Table V.

Error propagation analysis based on the information just
described indicated that the only significant source of arror
was the aperture constant. The next most significant source
was the constant a, but it contributed only 0.5% as much error
as the aperture constant. According to the analysis, the error
of the diameter estimate when expressed as relative standard
deviation was 2.5%. This estimate appears to be consonant
with the five experimental estimates of the diameter of the
3.49-~m latex obtained in the present work: mean 3.42 ~m,

relative standard deviation, 2.5%.
The results obtained by the highly empirical approach

adopted in the present work suggest that the method has
merit. Furthermore, it appears that numerous improvements
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are possible. For example. the accuracy of the nominal di­
ameters of size-standards could evidently be improved, better
formulas for describing instrument behavior can probably be
devised, and larger, more accurate, and more representative
data bases might be developed.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The helpfulness of comments by Nelson Smith and Alvin

Beilby of Pomona College and by Vincent Maier and Carl
Vandercook of the Science and Education Administration is
gratefully acknowledged.

LITERATURE CITED
(1) R. Morrison, "Grounding and Shielding TechNquos In lns1JUTlentatlon..,

Wiley. New YorX, N.Y., 1967.
(2) F. B. Hldebrand. "Introduction to Nunerlcal Analysla". McGra_ Now

York. N.Y.. 1974.
(3) G. Ruhenstroth-8auer, G. Valel, V. Kachel, and N. Boss, Nattntrls-

senschaften, 81, 260 (1974).
(4) R. Davies. R. Karuhn. and J. Gra.. Powdar Tachnol .. 12. 157 (1975).
(5) J. Schulz and R. Thorn. Mod. BIoI. Eng .. 11.447 (1973).
(6) R. W. De Biola and C. P. Bean. Rav. Sci. l,..trum .. 41. 909 (1970).
(7) W. A. Caosa•• W. T. Yap. W. P. Raed. and 5. A. _. Powdar Tachnol..

13. 27 (1976).
(9) B. A. Matthews and C. T. Rhodes. J. CoI:XiJ-..", Sci.. 32, 339 (1970~

(9) D. F. Allie•• Powdar Tachnol .. 13.3 (1976).

RECEIVED for review January 3, 1978. Accepted May 5, 1978.
Reference to a company or product name does not imply
approval or recommendation of the product by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture to the exclusion of others that may
be suitable.

Isotopic Determination of Silver in Picomole Quantities by
Surface Ionization Mass Spectrometry

William R. Kelly: Fouad Tera,l and G. J. Wasserburg

1116 Lunatic Asylum of tha Charlos Arms Laboratory, Division of Geological and Planatary Sclancas, california Instftula of Tachnology,
Pasadana. california 91125

A microanalytical procedure Is descrlbed lor Ihe quanl~allve

separallon 01 Ag from natural samples by anion exchange and
analysis by surface lonlzallon ma88 apectrometry using Illica
gel as an emlller. The Isoloplc compos~lon 01 50 pmol 01 Ag
can be measured on a Faraday delector wHh a precillon 01
0.1 %. Isoloplc measuremenls have been made on as lillie
es 0.15 pmol wlth e precision 01 1% using an eleclron multiplier
deleclor. The lotal procedural blank lor Ihe anion exchange
saparatlon Is 0.15 pmol. Ullng stable laoIope dilution 0.5 pmoI
01 Ag, which Is 3 X 10'1 aloms. can be measured wHh a
preclalon 01 bell.. than 1% wlth only a 30% blank correction.
ThIs elowa the accwale delennlnatJon 01 Ag In nalural samples
down 10 concentrallon levels 01 1 pmol per gram. The Ion­
Ization efficiency lor Ag Is about 1-2 % and the delectlon timll
Is 1 fmol. This procedure has been applied 10 several me­
leorltes. end a atandard te"estrlal rock.

We report on a new procedure that allows the precise
isotopic analysis of picomole quantities of Ag with ion currents
of typically 10-1• A which corre6ponds to an ionization effi-

! Presant address, Department of Terrestrial Magnetism, Carnegie
lnatitutlon of Wuhington, 5241 Broad Branch Road, Wuhington,

. D.C. 20015.

cieney of 1-2'i',. This is a 6ubstantial improvement compared
to previously described analytical procedure6 which required
several nanomoles of Ag for ion currents of only 10-" A (1-4).­
The marked increase in ion production is made possible by'
loading Ag in the presence of silica gel and phoaphoric acid
on 6ingle Re V-shaped fi1aments. The silica gel technique was
fir6t used by Cameron et al. (5) to obtain good quality data.
on nanomole quantities of Pb. Tera and Wasserburg (6)
extended and applied this technique to the dating of lunar
rock6 and meteorites by U-Th-Pb 6ystematics. By minia­
turizing the chemical separation procedure and thus reducing
the blank to acceptable levels, they have demonstrated that
high quality data can be obtained on picomole and 6ubpi·
comole quantities of Pb. The same approach was used for
Ag with succe66 comparable to that achieved for Pb. In
addition spectral interferences in the Ag mass region due to
hydrocarbons and AsS· have been eliminated.

There is cosmochemical interest in both the precise isotopic
comp09ition and the abundance of Ag. Natural Ag consists
of two 6table isotopes of almoat equal abundance (U"Ag/!f1IAg
= 1.081). Its potential as a very precise early solar systam
chronometer has been recognized for some time (1). Silver-l07
may be produced as a decay product of now extinct 1000d (t1/.
=6.5 X lOS yr). If solids formed in an environment containing
I07Pd and remained unaltered. the isotopic composition of Nt.
as measured today would be altered in a manner directly
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Table I. Silver Content of Reagenla

Ag content
reagent pg/mL

H,D" 0.4
12 N HClb 1.1
Coned HNO,c 0.28
HFc 0.24

G Commercially distilled, passed through two series of
ion-exchange columns and redistilled in a two-stage quartz
.till by us. b Concentrated HCI made by bubbling HCI
gu through HJO. and diJution to desired concentration.
C Obtained from NBS (Analytical Chemistry Division ).

proportional to the original l07Pd/Ag in the material. The
abundance of l07Pd can be calculated from the estimated
production rate and an assumed nucleosynthetie model. By
measuring the bulk Pd/Ag ratio and the l07Ag/""Ag ratio a
model-dependent age can be calculated. This age would
presumably define the time interval between the last event
which produced I07Pd and its incorporation into a solid object
assuming the system remained closed to both Pd and Ag. This
system is analogous to the 12sI-'29Xe and 26AI_26Mg chro­
nometers, both of which have yielded positive results (7, 8).
Searches of these kinds have been restricted to meteorites
because ages determined by other chronologies show them to
be the oldest known objects in our solar system.

In addition to the geochemical and cosmochemical im­
portance of Ag, it is worth noting the well established extreme
toxicity of this element to marine organisms. In 1939 J. R.
E. Jones systematically studied the toxic effects of many heavy
metals on the stickleback fish (9). Ag was found to be the
most toxic of the elements considered which included Hg, Pb,
Cd, and Cu. A concentration of 3 ppb was fatal within lO days
while lO ppm proved fatal within 25 min. Recent studies have
substantiated the extreme toxicity of Ag. In a study of the
toxicity of both Ag and Cd to the cunner, a small inshore fish
common to the northeast coast, Thurberg and Collier (10)
found that the lethal (96 h) concentration of Ag was 0.5 ppm.
Ag is 100 times more toxic to this fish than Cd. In an in­
vestigation of the toxicity of heavy metals to embryos of the
American oyster, it was found that Ag was lethal (LC"" 48
h) at 6 ppb (I 1). It was 600 times more toxic than Cd. Only
Hg was more toxic. Of even more concern are the possible
deleterious effects of Ag at sublethal concentrations that may
prohibit normal growth and maturity on eggs and developing
embryos. In addition, sublethal concentrations of heavy
metals may be more lethal than is currently believed because
of synergistic effects.

The concentration of Ag in normal seawater is not well
known but is estimated as I pmol/mL. At this level, no
existing analytical technique has the sensitivity to analyze a
small volume of seawater. The sLable isotope dilution
technique described in this paper fills the need for a very
sensitive, accurate, and precise method for the analysis of Ag.

EXPERIMENTAL
Reagents. The reagents used in this study are listed in Table

I along with their Ag content as determined by us. One picogram
is lO-u mol or 6 x 109 atoms. The I09Ag enriched spike was
obtained from the Oak Ridge National Laboratory and was
calibraLad with a standard made from high purity~ shot obtained
from the Ventron Corporation. The 0.1 N H,PO. was prepared
from P,O. which was specially prepared for us by Research
Inorganic/Organic Corporation. The high purity silica gel was
synthesized by us.

Laboratory Ware. Labware consisted of Tenon (FEP)
beakers, quartz pipets, and quartz ion-exchange columns. Quartz
columns were 8 em long with an i.d. and o.d of 2 mm and 4 mm,
respectively. Each had a 2-mL reservoir at the top and was fitted
with a small plug of Pyrex fiber at the tip. Dissolution and

evaporation of samples was done in Teflon beakers mounted
within a Tenon pot covered with a quartz disk. The Teflon pot
has two small openings which allow the entrance and el(it of dry
filtered N, to prevent condensation (12). The Tenon and quartz
ware were cleaned by boiling for 1 day in each of the following:
1:1 HCI, aqua regis, 1:1 HNO" and 1"10 HNO,. The ion-exchange
columns were initially cleaned once by the above procedure and
all subsequent cleaning between samples was done with 0.5 N HCI
and I N HNO,. The anion-exchange resin (Bio-Rad AGIx8,
100-200 mesh) was washed with distilled water (D.W.) and 9 N
HCI and then stored in 4 N HC!. The Re filsments were made
from wne refined Re ribbon obtained from the Rembar Company.
They were fonned into a V. which WQS 3.2 mm long, 0.3 mm wide,
and 0.4 mm deep. Filaments were outgasscd at 2000 °C for 2 h
at < 2 x 1O-{; Torr prior to sample loading.

Chemical Procedure. All sample handling was carried out
in clean rooms under strictly controlled conditions. Metallic
samples were washed in Specpure methanol, etched with 12 N
HCI, washed with D.W., and dissolved in 12 N HCI (-5 mL/g
of sample). Silicate samples were dissolved in a mixture of 10
ports HF to I part HN03 (10 mLjO.3 g sample).

The quantitative separation of Ag from other chemical con­
stituents .....as carried out using common anion-exchange tech­
niques. The whole process, however, has been miniaturized in
order to use these techniques to their full potential and reduce
the chemical blank to very low levels. This miniaturization was
made possible by the disparity in the anion-exchange properties
of Ag compared with the majority of the abundant elements.

Early in this study it was disco....ered that the concentrated Hel
contained small amounts of As and S. During mass spectrometry
these contaminants give rise to AsS+ species which appear at
masses 10i,lOB, 109, and 111 corrt'Sponding to the S isotopes 32,
33, 34. and 36. These interferences were reduced to negligible
levels by eluting Ag from the last column with I N HNO, instead
of 9 N HCI. The seporation procedure described herein is designed
to accommodate 300 mg of an iron meteorite which consists
principally of Fe (80-959'0), Ni (5-209'0), Co (0.5-1 %), and
microgram quantities of most of the transition elements. Silicate
samples of st least 300 mg can also be processed by this procedure.

Two-Column Procedure. This procedure is used for con­
centration measurements. An aliquot containing approximately
300 mg of sample is precisely weighed and then spiked with ""Ag.
One mL of 12 N HCI is then added to this solution. Because most
of the original Hel has been consumed in dissolving the sample.
this acid is added to increase the acidity and thus prevent the
hydrolysis of FeH in the next step. The solution is reduced in
volume by e\taporation until FeCI3 begins to precipitate. After
most of the liquid has evaporated, leaving only a slush containing
FeCI, crystals. the beaker is removed and IO mL of 0.1 N HC]
is added immediately. All of the solids go into solution within
3-5 min. This clear solution, which is close to 0.1 N in Hel. is
loaded onto the first column in 2-mL portions. This column
contains 0.16 mL of resin which has been conditioned v.;th 3
column volumes of 0.1 N Hel. Under these conditions, Ag is
quantitatively retained on the resin with a distribution coefficient
of 5000 (I;J) along "ith differing amounts ofZo, Cd, Pd, and other
heavy transition elements. All other elements pass through the
column and are discarded. The column bulb and resin bed are
washed with 2 mL of 0.1 N HCI added in approximately 0.2-mL
portions. The Ag is eluted with 0.5 mL of 9 N HC!.

The eluate. which contains the Ag and a small amount of Fe
«I ~g), is evaporated to O.t mL. To this is added I mL of 0.1
N HCI and the sample is placed onto a second column containing
0.06 mL of resin which has been conditioned with 10 column
volumes of 0.1 N HCI. The sample solution is added in small
portions so as to only half fill the column capillary. The column
is rinsed "ith 2 mL of 0.1 N HCI. The column is then rinsed with
I mL of 0.001 N HCI; this rinsing procedure removes the Fe and
most of the HCl from the resin bed. After the column has drained
completely and before the Ag is eluted with HNO,. the bulb and
capillary are made free of all traces of HCI in the following manner.
The L'Olumn bulb is filled with D.W.leaving an air gap above the
resin bed. The water column then is lowered carefully to within
2-3 !DIn of the resin bed using a pipeL The D.W. is removed with
the pipet and the process repeated two more times. The Ag is
eluted with I N HN03• This is added in very small portions (0.1



Table II. Procedural and Loading Blanka

procedure Ag, pg

two·column chemistry 13.6,12.3,10.2
Av. 12.0 1 3

thre.·column chemistry 10.7,15.2, 12.0
Av. 12.61 2

loading blank 4.3, 3.3
Av.3.8

mL or less). The first three drops (I drop = 0.05 mL) to pass
contain no Ag and are discarded. The next 15 drops to pass are
collected and contain >95'70 of the Ag. Exactly 2.5 ~L of 0.1 N
H,PO. is added to the beaker containing the sample and the
solution is evaporated until only the hydrated speck of P,O, (-0.1
mm dinmeter) containing the Ag remains. The sample is now
ready for loading onto a Re filament.

Three-Column Procedure. This procedure is used for
samples whose isotopic composition is to be determined and is
identical to the procedure described above with one exception;
8 third column is interposed between columns one and two. For
precise isotopic measurements. it is desirable to h8V~ the largest
ion beam intensity possible. In the analysis of picomole quantities
of Ag, equivalent amounts of other elements, particularly Fe,
seriously suppress the ionization of Ag. The amount of Fe in the
fmal sample can be dramatically reduced by using a three-column
procedure. In this procedure, the wide disparity in the distribution
coefficients of Fe and Ag are used to great advantage. In 9 N
HCI, the distribution coefficients of Fe and Ag are 10' and 3.
respectively (13, 14). A column containing 0.06 mL uf resin is
rinsed with 15 column volumes of 0.1 N Hel to remove any Fe
and then conditioned with 15 column volumes of 9 N HC!. The
0.5 mL of 9 N HCI which was collected from the first column is
loaded directly onto the above column. The Fe is held quan­
titatively while the Ag breaks through and is collected. The
column is rinsed free of Ag with 7 column volumes (8 drops) of
9 N HCI which is collected. The eluate quantitatively contains
the Ag and is now processed through a third column in a fashion
identical to the second column uperation described above for the
two-column procedure. The resin used for the s~parations is
discarded after use and the columns are cleaned by rinsing them
with 20 mL of 1 N HNO, and 20 mL of 0.5 N HC!.

Procedural Blanks. Total blanks are determined by adding
a small amount of dilute spike (typically 0.3 pmo\) enriched in
">lAg to a TeOon beaker. To this is added 1 mL of 12 N HCI and
the solution is treated and processed as an actual sample according
to the procedures described in the previous two sections. The
values determined. for these blanks represent the total chemistry
blank including filament loading and arc tabulated in Table II.
These blanks were determined with a precision of about 1% and
Ouctuations among blanks are less than 30%, which are well within
acceptable limits.

To guard against these blanks being spurious, the isotopic
composition of the blank was also determined. It bad a 107/109
ratio of 1.3 due to a small contribution to the 107 peak from
'76As32S·. It can be shown from isotope dilution systematics.
however, that this will introduce only a 5-10% high bias in the
measured blanks. We discovered that the concentrated HCl was
the source of the AsS· species by mass spectrometric analysis of
a small portion of the acid. From the observed peak signatures
at masses 107, 108, 109, and 111, AsS· was unequivocally
identified.

Chemical Yield•. Chemical yields were established in two
ways. The ion-exchange column yields were calibrated using
radioactive "OAg (/,/, = 260 d) and the total yield on an actual
sample was determined by .table i.otope dilution. The distri­
bution coefficient of a particular species in a concentrated matrix
of other elements can be severely reduced and in some cases
enhanced because of column loading. With the radioactive tracer
it was determined tbat 300 mg of Fe in 10 mL of 0.3 N HCI (60
column volumes) could be passed through the first column with
negligible breakthrough of Ag «10'70). The two smaller columns
were also calibrated and were found to function ideally.

An exact chemical yield was established precisely on an actual
sample by stable isotope dilution. A 314-mg aliquot of the Cany~n
Diablo meteorite (;5A) was spiked with 23.8 pmol of '''Ag and
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Figor. 1. Analog display shoWing Ag mass region. Top flgwe was
taken on Faraday deloCtDr wilh a derning stl 01 0.64 1Tm. BoltDm Ilgl60
was taken on eloctron multiplier detector with a derlRlng slit of 0.13
nvn. Solid dots indicata hydrocarbon peaks. Tho spke In tho '"Ag
peak Is doe 10 scale chango. Tho dispersion in this mass region Is 28
GJamu

processed through the two-column procedure. The 15-drop eiuate
from the second column was accurately divided into two equal
portions. One portion was analyzed to determine the bulk
concentration; the other portion was additionally spiked with 24.7
pmol of '''Ag and its isotopic composition determined. From this
experiment, it was determined that the chemical yield was 94.5%.

Filamenl Loading and Mas. Spectrometry. Sample loading
is performed with the aid of a Hamilton microsyringe equipped
with a 2·cm length of Intermedic polyethylene tubing (i.d.• 0.07
mm). Exactly 2.5 ~L of D.W. is drawn into the tubing and -0.5
~L is placed in the V-shaped boat of the fJiamenL The remainder
is placed directly on the sample which is in a beaker. Silica gel
(-0.1 mg) is added to the V with a tungsten needle. This needle
is cleaned before and after use with 1 N HNO, and tben rinsed
with D.W. The sample is then placed in the V in.maIl portions
and a low current (0.5--1.0 A) is passed througb the fJiamenl after
each addition to evaporate the sample. ACter all the sample bas
been added, the silica gel is bonded to the fJiament by increasing
the current to 1.5--1.8 A for 5--10 s.

The two identical mass spectrometers used in this .tudy bave
been described in detail by Wasserburg et aI. (15). These in­
struments are single focusing mass spectrometers equipped with
both Faraday and electron multiplier collectors. A programmable
magnetic field power .upply allows rapid (500 Gis) steps from
peak to peak. Tbe maximum drift in the magnetic field is IAllIBI
:s: 2 x 10-&. The equivalent maximum drift in the accelerating
potential is I~VIVI " 4 X 10". The.. instabilitie. correspond
to an ion beam translation of 0.012 mm. The measurement of
a single peak intensity consists of three measurements. two
background readings and the peak itself. The background. are
typically taken 8-10 gauss on both sides of tbe peak. In the case
of Ag, which bas two isotopes, 3 min of data acquisition are
required for 1 set of 10 ratioo. Data reduction is done both online
and oCOine by a PDP-11 computer.

Analog displays covering the Ag mass region are shown in Figure
1. Both spectra were taken with the same recorder speed and
magnetic field sweep rate. The top spectrum was taken on the
Faraday cage detector using a feedback resistor of 10" II with
source and detector slit widths of 0.25 mm and 0.64 mm, re­
specth,oely. The bottom spectrum was taken on the electron
multiplier detector with a defining slit width of 0.13 mm wbich
allows resolution of tbe satellite peaks from the main peaks. The
electron multiplier bas a gain of 5000 and feedback resistors of
Ill', 10", and lO" II. With the increased sensitivity of the
multiplier hydrocarbon peaks can be clearly seen. All of our
samples were run at a filament temperature of 1000 °C. At this
relatively low temperature. hydrocarbon peaks are common.
particUlarly when silica gel is used as an emitter. The hydrocarbon
intensities are .ignificantly reduced by prolonged pumping of the
source (overnigbt) and the use of the cold fmger in the .ource
region alliquid N, temperature. At the end of several runs, we
bave monitored the hydrocarbon peaks al m..... 107 end 109
as the cold finger was warmed quickly to room temparolure. A



Ag content, nglg

30.71 0.1
27.21 6.0
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Table IU. Precision of Concentration Measurements

sample, weight, mg All content, ng/('

TJacotepec "IA.l, 259 3.06 , 0.14
TIacotepec "IA.2, 211 3.14 , 0.03
Tlacotepec "IC," 249 3.33, 0.03

o Erront ace 20 for 8 single determination. b 1.03 ng
of normal Ag was added to this solution before chemistry.
This value was obtained after subtracting the added
amount.

rapid increase in the hydrocarbon .intensities of 3-4 orders of
magnitude is ob6en'Od foU",,'Od by a slow exponential decay. From
these observatioD.5 we conclude that the hydrocarbons are in·
digenous to the source and preswnably vaporize from the source
ourlaceo when high vacuum is attained. Weekly cleaning of tbe
source focusing plates reduces the hydrocarbon intensities
conoiderably.

Regardless of the absolute magnitude of the oatellite peaks,
it is mandatory to demonstrate that they do not contribute to
the main peako if high precision work is to be considered accurate.
This was demonstrated in two ways. The first W8)" was to de·
termine the pooition of the oatellite peak in relation to the detector
slit wben the main ion beam is centered in the slit opening to the
Faraday cage. The opatial relationships of the peaks can be
determined from the information provided in Figure 1. It can
be obown that when the main peak is centered in the detector
slit opening, the oatellite peak is completely resolved. More
importantly the ID-G offset, which was used for the high field
hackgrowuI reading, will translate the hydrocarbon beam 1 G (0.12
mm) beyond the olit edge. Thio distance is large compared to
the drifto in the ion beam because of omall instabilities in the
magnetic field and accelerating potential. The second way was
to plot the measured laiAg/IWAg ratio VB. the measured
I07Ag/ I07bydrocarbon ratio. The unAg/''''Ag rstio was constant
to within 0.1 % for '07Ag/""bydrocarbon rati"" of 100-2000. This
demonstrates that no functional relationship esisto between the
satellite peaks and the main peaks to 0.1 %.

Ionization Efficiency of Ag, The net ionization efficiency
is denned .. the number of ions collected divided by the number
of atoms initially present. It was determined from the integrated
ion current on several normal and sample runs and found to range
from 1-2% in typical runs. On occasion, efficiencies .. higb as
5% were found.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Concentration and isotopic measurements were made on

several iron meUlorites and the U.S.G.S. standard rock BCR-l
which ia a Columbia River basalt. We included the Canyon
Diablo and Toluca iron meteorites in our study because the
Ag concentration and composition on these two samples have
been determined by a number of investigators. Tbis allows
meaningful comparisons to be made among a variety of
techniques,

Concentration Meuurementl. All samples wbose
concentrations were to be determined were spiked with lllOAg
before being paaaed througb the two-column oeparation
procedure. The concentration data, therefore, are independent
of the chemical yield provided the procedural blank is neg·
ligible. Our control of both preciaion and accuracy ia dem­
onstrated in Tables m. IV, and V. In Table m, the replicate
analyaee on aliquota from the same IOlution of the TIacotepec
meteorite agree within errors, Tbe last entry in the table ia
an experiment in which we added 10 pmol of normal Ag and
lotAg spike to an aliquot of Tlacotepec before the chemical
separation. After mass opectrometry, the result was corrected
by subtraction of the 10 pmol that was added. In spite of thia
large 60% correction, the result ia within 10% of the two
replicate values, Theae experiments demonstrate our ability
to aliquot identical oolutions but do not demonstrate that these
aliquota are representative of the sample as a wbole because
of the poeaible precipitation or plating out of Ag. We ex·

Table IV. Aliquoting Reproducibility Meuurernent.a

sample, aliquot weight, mg Ag, nglg

TIacotepec "2A, 254 6.17 1 0.06
TIacotepec ;;2B, 319 6.121 0.15
Tlacotepec "2C, 317 5.79, 0.09

Table V. Ag Measurements on Standard Terrestrial
Rock BCR·l

sample, weight, mg

BCR-l,124
BCR·l,G1 26 determinations,

Keays et aI., 1974

GI Data obtained by radiochemical neutron activation
analysis.

perieneed difficulties in obtaining representative aliquots from
concentrated solutions of iron whicb appeared to be clear and
free of precipitate. This problem is considerably reduced if
the solutions are at least 6 N in HCl and aliquoted in thia form
as demonotrated in Table IV. A 3.5·g piece of Tlacotepec
(=2) was dissolved in HCl and centrifuged. The solids,
consisting mostly of sulfides, were dissolved in aqua regia and
centrifuged. A small amount of white residue (-1 mg) was
observed. This was identified as silicate material by energy
dispersive x·ray analysis in a scanning electron microscope.
The supernate was converted to the chloride form and reo
combined "ith the main solution. This solution was then
totally spiked with 0.1020 nmol of 109Ag. The solution was
heated and thoroughly mixed. After cooling to room tem·
perature two aliquots were taken. One (=2) was analyzed for
composition, which then allows the number of Ag atoms in
the solution to be calculated. The other aliquot (=2B) was
additionally spiked and analyzed, which allows the number
of Ag atoms in the aliquot to be calculated. A third aliquot
(=2C) "'as taken one week later and treated in the same way
as aliquot ;2B. The results of these three experimenta are
shown in Table IV. The degree with which aliquota #2B and
=2C agree with aliquot ;2A is an indication of how repre·
sentative they are of the total solution. There is exact
agreement between ;2A and =2B, but aliquot ;2C, which was
removed 1 week later, is 5% low. We believe thia discrepancy
is real and indicates a difficulty in obtaining representative
aliquota from concentrated solutions of iron, The cause and
solution of thia problem are under investigation.

A comparison of the results obtained by our method with
those of other workers is ohown in Table V. Our value for
the standard rock BCR-l agrees within errors to those ob·
tained by Keayo et ai, (16) who used RNAA. Their value ia
an average of 26 different determinations made over a period
of 8 years as part of their lunar analysis program.

Concentration measuremento were made on nine meUlorites
from three different meteorite claaaes and B standard ter·
restrial rock. For the concentration measurements, omall
aliquota were used in order to conserve the samples, These
data are shown in Table VI. Although the absolute amounta
of Ag analyzed ranged from 100 down to 5 pmol, the blank
corrections were always I... than 4% (columns 3 and 4). The
contributions to the measured 107Ag/lotAg ratios from AaS+
are less than 1% in most cases (columns 5 and 6).

The sample concentrations are given in the last column.
Our values for Canyon Diablo and Toluca fall within tha broad
range reported by other investigators. Theae data are
summarized in (17). Seventeen analyses of Canyon Diablo
by three different investigators yiald a range of 10-1SO ng/g
with a median value of 50 ng/g, Five analyses of Toluca by
two different investigators yield a range of 10-130 ng/g and
an average value of 90 ng/g. Our analyses of two different
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Table VI. Summary of Ag Concentration Measurements

amount of
sample Ag total blank
weight, measured, correction" 10'Ae:/,07hydro-

sample mg ng pg ('To) carbon
Ai conon,
nglg 1 20

iron meteorites
group 10.

Canyon Diablo h 3A 263 10.2 15 (0.15) 38.81 0.1
Canyon Diablo ;,5A 314 10.7 15 (0.14) 290 >8.6 X 10' 33.910.1
Toluca h1A 196 9.1 15 (0.16) 1.2 X 10' >6.0 X 10' 46.210.3
Group 4b

Cape of Good Hope ;,IC 266 1.7 15 (0.88) 344 2.1 X 10' 6.47 , 0.04
Hoba #2A 161 2.6 14 (0.54) 630 >7.0 X 10' 15.91 0.1
Klondike ::lA 230 1.6 15 (1.9) 220 >4.9xI0' 7.151 0.14
Santa Clara .:;:-lA 311 0.61 14 (2.3) 31 >3.0 X 10' 1.91 1 0.02
TJacotcpcc #lA.l 259 0.78 32 (3.9) 53 >4.8 X 10' 3.061 0.14
Tlacotepec #lA 212 0.66 13 (2.0) 130 >1.1 X 10' 3.14 1 0.03
Warburton Range .:rIA.l 287 3.0 14 (0.47) 1.1 X 10' >1.1 X 10' 10.51 0.2
standard terrestrial rock
BCR'1,,3 124 3.84 20 (0.53) 30.71 0.1

" Sum of reagent and total chemistry blanks.

slices of Canyon Diablo give values that are within 15% of
each nther. We beliwe both of these values are correct and
merely reflect small scale heterogeneities in the distribution
of Ag. The extreme variations among other investigators may
be due to macroscopic heterogeneities in the meteorite or they
may be due to spurious analysis.

Our volues for six iron meteorites of Group 4b are the only
determinations on this class with the exception of Hoba. The
values below 10 nglg are the lowest reported values on
meteorites.

Isotopic Measurements. The normalization techniques
normally employed for high precision iootopic measurements
carUlot be used in the case of Ag because it has only two stJlble
isotopes and no long-lived radioactive isotopt.:s. In previous
studies it has been observed that ~he meas"red ratio changes
with time, becoming progressively enriched in the heavy
isotope. This behavior is a general phenomenon which is mass
dependent and appears to obey the Rayleigh fractionation
equation; thus, the measured ratio differs from the true ratio
by an unknown amount. Investigators have attempted to
arrive at the true value by using calibrated mixtures of the
two enriched isotopes of Ag. By comparing the measured
value with a known standard, a fractionation factor is obtained
and applied to samples of unknown composition. This ap·
proach has been used by Crouch and Turnbull (18) and
Shield. et al. (19) at the National Bureau of Standards (NBS).
In this study, no correction factors were applied to the datJl.
\Ve report only raw uncorrected ratios.

The same normal chosen by Shields et al. (19.20) was used
as the stJlndard in this study. This is a commercial AgN03
designated NBS 978 which was shown to be identical in
composition to Ag extracted from a variety of Ag ore bodies.

In relative determinations, one is not concerned with ab­
solute values; it is only necessary to compare values of samples
to measured values of an accepted or arbitrary standard. This
latter method has been used in past geochemical studies (1-4)
and was used in this study. In either approach it is imperative
that samples and standards be measured under identical
conditions to avoid systematic errors. This must be demo
onstrated experimentally. In our study. samples and standards
were analyzed under identical conditions which included a
strict time and filament temperature schedule. The filament
was heated by a programable power supply to 990 ·C in I h.
Filament temperatures were obtJlined with an optical py­
rometer and could be determined to better than ±5 ·C. Five
seta of 10 ratios were tJlken at this temperature and then the
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Figure 2. Fraetiooalion behavior of llvee sa"1lies at 1000 ·C. Each
data point represents the mean of 10 ratios; associated error bars are
twice the slandard deviation of the mean

temperature was raised to 1000 ·C. Ten seta of 10 ratios were
obtained at this temperature which required 30 min.

The run histories for three samples of differing ion in­
tensities are shown in Figure 2. Here we have plotted the
measured ratio vs. time as represented by the set number. The
time interval represented by the abscissa is 30 min. The error
bars associated with the individual sets are governed by ion
counting statistics and beam stability. A systematic decrease
of about 0.1 % in the measured ratio is clearly seen. The
average values and their associated errors for the individual
runs are also shown in the figure. These errors are governed
by ion counting statistics and beam instabilities, plus the
systematic drift in the measured ratio throughout the nm. It
is this last variation which governs the precision of the average
of an individual run. This statement is justified by the
observation that the errors associated with the three averages
are almost identical in spite of the large variations in ion
intensity. The conclusion is that an ion beam of -5 X ll,'-'A
is sufficient to give errors which are small compared to the
error introduced by the s}'Stematic drift in the measured ratio
with time. A 5- to lO·ng sample, therefore, is sufficient for
the precise isotopic determination of Ag at the 0.2% level.

Figure 3 shows a histogram for the 12 measured normals.
All data were taken at 1000 ·C. Each block representa one
set of 10 ratios. The highest and lowest measured ratios were
1.083 and 1.079. The errors associated with the averages of
the first five and last five sets are identical; thus no gain in
precision can be realized by decreasing the data acquisition
time. The average fractionation during the 3D-min interval
was 0.05%. This is based on the difference in the averages
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Table VII. Summary of Isotopic Composition Measuremenls

amount of
Ag measured,

sample nc lOlAr.l IO"AgO IOlAgP~AsJJS· IO"Ag/11I"hydrocarlJon

NBS 978 Normals (12) 5-15 1.0810 , 18"
BCR-I ~I 4 1.0813,16 >2.8,10' 425
Canyon Diablo "5B 9 1.0799, 14 >2.4,10' 2.8 X 10'
Canyon Diablo "5C 11 1.0802 i 9 >7.9 x 10' 5.0 x 10'
Toluca dB IS 1.0811 , 16 >4.4 x 10' 6.3 x 10'
Hoba "28 5 1.0839 , SOc 3.2 x 10' 130
Santa Clara "IB 0.5 1.106, 13d 6.0 X 10' 20

lJ Errors are 20. All data were laken on Faraday detector WiUl the exception of Santa Clara which was determined on the
electron multiplier. These are obscn'ed measured ratios; no correction factors have been applied. b Grand mean of 12
determinations. C Low intensity Tun. d Data obtained on electron mulliplicr detector.

Figure 4. Summary of isotopic measurements taken at 1000 °e on
Faraday detector. Symbols represent the means of 10 sets of 10 ratios.
These are the raw measured ratios. The associated error bars are
twice the standard deviation. The solid vertical bar represents the mean
of all normals and the associated dashed lines represent twice the
standard deviation

sociated with these two runs are the result of poor ion sta·
tisties. The Santa Clara sample was determined on the
electron multiplier. A 1 ng normal determined on the same
detector gave a value of 1.0896 ± 26. The last two column.
in the tahle give the "As"S' and l"'AgjlOOhydrocarbon ratios.
respectively. The iOiAgj10ihydrocarhon ratios are not given
hut they were always larger than the corresponding ratios at
mass 109 In aJi cases, except the two low intensity runs, the
contributiuns of the AsS' peaks to the Ag peaks are less than
0.05%. It should be noted that in all cases no 108 peak was
detected and, therefor2. its intensity was taken as ...... 10-11 A.
This is the noise level of the electron multiplier and its as·
sociated electronics with the source high voltag:e on and the
defining slit opened to 0.64 mm.

CONCLUSIONS

An anion-exchange procedure for the separation of Ag from
a variety of chemical matrices has been described. It is
applicable to a wide variety of mawrials. The chemical
procedure has been miniaturized with an accompanying reo
duction in hlank. The procedural blank is 0.15 pmol. This
allows the isotopic measurement of 8S little as 0.50 pmal of
Ag with precision of better than I % and with only a 30%
blank correction. Mawrials whose Ag concentration is 0.1 ppb
or above can be analyzed reliably by this technique.

Isotopic measurements have been performed on 50 pmol
of Ag on a Faraday detector with a precision of 0.1 % with
negligible blank correction. The ionization efficiency was
increased to 1-2% and the limit of detection reduced to I fmol.
We have obtained fractionation control of hctwr than 0.2%
as demonstrated by the repeatability of 12 normals. Isotopic
measurements on several different samples have been per-
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Figure 3. Histogram of all normals. Each block represents the mean
of 10 ratios taken at 1000 °e. The grand average Is 1.0810 ± 18.
The average values 'or the first five and last five sets are 1.0812 ±
19 and 1.0809 ± 21. respectively

for the first and last sets. This is a factor of 40 smaller than
that ohserved by Chakraburtty et aI. (3), who used microgram
samples. and a factor of 10 smaller than that observed by
Shields et aI. (19), who used l()().~g samples. In these lasl two
studies. data were collected for only 20 min.

The averages of the IO data sets for both normals and
natural samples are displayed in Figure 4. These data are
the observed measured ratios; no correction factors were
applied. The error bars associated with the individual de­
terminations are 211. The grand mean for the 12 normals is
1.0810 ± 0.0018 and is represented by the middle vertical bar.
The vertical error bars associated with the grand mean are
2u and not 2um • which is usually reporwd by this laboratory.
All dewrminations lie within this envelope and it is probably
an accurate representation of the standard deviation of the
mean. The precision with which the isotopic composition of
Ag can be dewrmined is limited by the inability to initiate
data acquisition for all samples at the same point on the
fractionation curve.

The isotopic measurements are tabulated in Table VII.
The second column gives the actual amounts of Ag loaded.
The weights of most of the normals were approximately IO
ng but ranged from 5 to 15 ng in order to bracket the sample
sizes. There was no observable relation between the frac­
tionation pattern and the sample size. Measured ratios are
given in column three. All of the meteorites analyzed thus
far are identical in composition to the standard within the
precision of the analyses. The last two entries. Hoba and
Santa Clara, were low inwnsity runs. The large errors as-
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Table VIII. Limits on the Formation Ages of Iron Meteorites

~CONTINUOUS X
10-0 yr

>32

~SUDDEN X
10-0 yr

>97

Pd/Agb

106

li'O'Ar;fsample

Canyon Diablo -1.0. 2.0
-0.7 x 2.0

Toluca +0.09 x 2.0 65 >87 >21
Hoba + 2.7.5.0 412 >91 >25
Santa Clara + 15.0. 12.0 3470 >99 >34

a 6 lO'A~= [(lO"I09)gAMPLE/(I07' lOIl)STD] X 101. Errors are 20 and include the error associated with both 8td and
sample. Pd data taken from Smales et al. (25). The Pd content of Santa Clara was assumed to the same as Hoba.

formed, including four iron meteorites, one terrestrial basalt,
and the NBS AgN03 standard. Within the limits of the
precision, all of the samples have irlentical Ag isotopic
compositions. Our observed 107/109 ratio for the NBS AgN03
standard is 1.0810 ± 0.0018 which is identical to the observed
value of 1.0815 ± 0.001l obtained by the NBS.

A serious spectral interference due to AsS+ has been
identified and eliminated. Several investigators have alluded
to spuriously high 107 beams during the isotopic analysis of
Ag. Some workers (1, 3, 4, 18) have attributed this to ZrO+,
but this species was never identified by its spectral signature.
The well-known difficulty with which Zr is ionized makes this
assignment highly improbable. In addition, some investigators
loaded Ag as a sulfide (1 -3) and used As compounds in their
chemical procedure (3). For these reasons we believe that the
AsS+ species may have been observed in these studies but not
identified. In the analysis of Ag, the AsS+ species can be
monito'ed only at mass 108. All future work on Ag should
include the observed 107Ag/"As"S+ ratios and monitoring of
hydrocarbons. Without this information no meaningful
statement as to accuracy can be made.

The group 4b iron meteorites were chosen for analysis
because they are known to contain soiar abundances of the
refractory noble metals and to be severely depleted in volatile
elements such as Au, Cu, Ga, and Ge. Their trace element
chemistry matches closely that "f a high temperature con­
densate as predicted from thermodynamic calculations (21).
The I'd contents of several of their members are known and
average about 5 ppm; the other members are believed to be
within a factor of 2 of this number. For these reasons it was
believed these samples might have very high PdfAg ratios and
thus be good candidates in which to observe isotopic effects
produced by 107pd.

Our results to date have established that the I07Ag/lffJAg
ratio in the samples studied is normal to within 0.2%. Because
of the small I07Ag/"As"S+ ratios in the case of Hoba and
Santa Clara. their Ag ratios can be considered as upper limits.
These data can be used to set lower limits on the formation
ages of these samples. Two nucleosynthetic models are
considered, the sudden synthesis model and the continuous
synthesis model of Wasserburg et al. (22). From the pro­
duction equations for radioactive and stable nuclei, the
following two equations can be derived giving the formation
age, ~, in terms of measured quantities.

Sudden synthesis:

_ 1 r (KI07
) (a I07Ag\ (IOSPd)]

A- ;\,Lln K 'OS -In 1000)+ In 'O'Ag (1)

Continuous synthesis:

=~r (K I07

)_ (a I07
Ag)

A A Cn
K'OS In 1000

In (AT)]

(
IOSpd)

+ In 'O'Ag -
(2)

where KI07/K"" is the production ratio of the two Pd isotopes,
bl07Ag is defined in Table VII, ""Pd/'OSAg is the atom ratio
of these two isotopes, T is the time interval over which nu·
cleosynthesis occurs. and Ais the decay constant for '07Pd.
The production ratio is taken as 0.64 (23), the recently de­
termined half life for l07pd is 6.5 ± 0.3 X 10" yr (24), and T
is assumed to be _1010 yr. Inserting these quantities into
Equations 1 and 2 yields lower limits for the formation ages.
In the calculations of Ll. the value for blO7Ag was taken as the
sum of the determined value and the absolute value of ita
associated error. The calculated values for the two models
are lower limits only and are given in the last two columns
of Table VIII. The sudden synthesis model gives lower limita
of about 90 X 10' yr, while the continuous synthesis model
gives lower limits of about 30 X 10" yr.

Iron meteorites are believed to be the products of chemical
differentiation of a more primitive material. It is possible that
this primitive material was formed immediately after the
cessation of nuclcosynthesis and that the iron meteorites were
formed at some later time during a high temperature process.
At this later time, the Pd-Ag clock would be reset partially
or completely. The formation ages determined on iron
meteorites, ther.fore, would reflect the time interval between
the end of nucleosynthesis and solidification.

Future experiments will include isotopic measurements on
additional members of group 4b as well as Pd concentration
and composition measurements. These techniques will also
be extended to other meteorite classes.
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Characterization of Metal Surfaces by Secondary Ion Mass
Spectrometry and X-ray Photoelectron Spectroscopy

R. W. Hewitt,' A. T. Shepard" W. E. Baltlnger, and Nicholas Winograd'

Department of Chemistry, Purdue Unlvarsfty, Wast Lafayetle, Indians 47907

G. L. Ott and W. N. Delgass

School of Chemical Engineering, Purdue University, Wasl LafayaNa, Indians 47907

Table I. Comparison of the Attribuws of XPS and SIMS

in SIMS, ambiguities may arise due to alterations in the
sample surface caused by the incident ion beam. Differential
sputtering and atomic mixing under the influence of ion
bombardment are phenomena which have been well docu·
mented (1-3). The photons used in XPS, however, usually
do not damage the surface. In addition, t.he ionization
probability of secondary ions may change by orders of
magnitude as the surface electronic properties are altered. It
would therefore he advantageous to obtain information from
the sample with a technique which yields quantitative data
concerning the concentration of specific atoms on the surface.
XPS has proved to be a valuable tool for yielding quantitative
information about the amount and molecular structure of the
surface species and for the elucidation of electronic structures
of materials. The SIMS wchnique has a very high sensitivity
and is able to detect less than 0.1 % of a monolayer of material.
The possibility also exists for determining information about
short range atomic order via analysis of molecular cluswr ions.
A comparison of the characteristics of XPS and SIMS is given
in Table I.

In this paper, we discuss instrumentation appropriate to
a combined XPS/SIMS system. Spectra obtained from the
clean metal surfaces of Ag and In are compared in detail. In
addition, we utilize the chemical shift information in XPS and
the nature of the cluster ions found in SIMS to elucidate the
mechanism of oxidation of clean Pb and In evaporated metal
surfaces. The results are discussed in terms of recent

The techniques 01 XPS and SIMS have been combined In the
same ultra·hlgh vacuum system lor the study 01 surface reo
actions. Using a mass spectrometer capable of detecting high
molecular weight clusters, we have Investigated the behavior
01 clusters up to Ag" and In/ ejected Irom polycrystalllne
Ag and In surfaces under low flux argon Ion bombardment.
For latllce-oxlde lormatlon on Pb and In surfaces cleaned by
Ion bombardment, the 0 1s peak areas directly relate to the
PbO+ and InO+ Intensities allowing calibration 01 surface
coverages lor SIMS studies. The lact that PbO,+ emlBBlon
begins at higher oxygen exposure than PbO+ suggests that
oxygen Incorporation Into the latllce occurs directly. For In,
however, the lact that InO,+ emlBBlon Increases In roughly
the same lashlon as InO+ Indicates that Indium oxide Islands
grow outward Irom one or more nucleating sites, allowing lor
the existence 01 oxyg8lHlxygen next-nearest neighbors at low
coverage lor InO,+ lormatlon.

Inwrest in the chemistry of solid surfaces has rapidly
intensified in recent years. The development of new analytical
techniques, as well as the refinement of existing methods, has
led to significant advances in the understanding of sur­
face-related phenomena. Many approaches have been taken
to the problem of gleaning information from the surface region
of mawrials. Most of these methods utilize ions, electrons,
or photons as the probing particle, followed by energy or mass
analysis of these or secondary particles which are scatwred
from the surface.

We have chosen to combine the wchniques of x·ray pho·
toelectron spectroscopy (XPS) and secondary ion mass
spectrometry (SIMS) as complementary tools for elucidation
of surface reactions. For this pair of methods, the deficiencies
of one are often the strong points of the other. For example,

1Present address, Westhollow Research Center, Shell Development
Co.. Houston, Texaa 77001.

•Present address. E. I. Du Pont de Nemours, Inc., Parkersburg,
W.Ve.

SIMS

ultimate sensitivity to la-IS
g/em}

surface sensitivity to 1 or
2 layers

nonquantitative
short range atomic order

from analysis of mo­
lecular cluster ions

destructive
ability to detect hydrogen

XPS
ultimate sensitivity to 10- 1

g/cm1

surface sensitivity from 1
to 10 layers

quantitative (10-20%)
molecular structure from

binding energy chemical
shirts

nondestructive
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computer simulations of the cluster emission process.

Of particular intenlat hare ia the marked differenoe in variation
of intensity with cluster-aize, indium exhibitina a monotonic
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EXPERIMENTAL
Details of the XFS/SIMS sYlltem have been described in detail

elsewhere (4. 5). The sample can be shuttled between the SIMS
(Riber Model 0156) and XPS (Hewlett-Packard 5950A) spec­
trometers under UHV by a set of magnetically driven transfer
devices. The SIMS and XPS experiments were then performed
sequentially on the same sample. The base pressure of the sYlltem
was 1-3 X 10-10 Torr. A schematic of the instrumental design
is shown in Figure I.

Materials used in this work were prepared from silver (m3N)
and indium (m5N) foils obtained from Alfa Division-Ventron
Corporation, which were sputter cleaned with 10 Kt:V Ar+ ions
at 2 ~A cm-' for 3 h. The Pb samples were prepared by evap­
oration onto a gold substrate at 5 X 10" Torr followed by the Ar+
ion bombardment treatment. Oxygen used in the adsorption
experiments was research grade (99.99% purity) ~btained from
Matheson Gas Products.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The overall performance of our XPS/SIMS instrument on

metel surfaces is illustrated in Figure 2. Figure 2a is a wide
scan SIMS spectrum of a freshly evaporated silver surface,
whose most intense peaks are those of 107Ag+ and l"'Ag+, as
expected. Other less inu.nse peaks are of the impurities "'NaT,
27Al+, and '"K+, of which 23NaT and '"K+ are present in nearly
all positive ion SIMS spectra. The rather large peak at mle
c 40 arises from the use of argon as the primary ion. In Figure
2b, we present the XPS spectrum of the same silver surface.
Although the characteristic 3s through 4d levels of silver are
clearly seen, no peaks are observed to arise from the presence
of potassium or sodium. Baaed on the large secondary ion
yield of these two species (6), we estimate their surface
concentration to be less than 0.1'70, below the limit of deUlction
inXPS.

The high mass capability of the quadrupole makes it a
valuable tool for studying secondary molecular cluster ions.
The potential for obtaining useful information from these
clusterll about the local atomic ordering of atoms on the surface
has already been established (1, 7), although a quantitative
inu.rpretation of these observations will require a more
thorough understanding of the secondary emission process.
In Figure 3 are results obtained for positively charged mo·
lecular clusters ejected from clean indium and silver surfaces.
Aggregates of up to four indium atoms at ml_ a 460, and up
to five silver atoms at ml_ a 535-545 are observed with the
e%peeted isotopic diatributions. Their intensities are denoted
by solid lines, while the broksn lines are the intensities
corrected for the theoretical transmission, T, of the quad­
rupole, where T is assumed to be proportional to (t:.rnlm)'.
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Figure 4. Pb 4'", ar>:! 0 1s XPS spectra of an evaporated ar>:! sputtered
Pb surface before and after oxygen exposure
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Figure 5. Intensity behavtor of Pb+. PbO+, and PbOz+ cluster tons vs.
oxygen exposure. I p+ = 2 X 10-i A cm-z at 2 keV of Ar+. RelatIve
yields are calculated by normalizing the peak intensity to Its hIghest
value in the expostxe range to emphasize the clIVe shape rather than
the absolute Intensity

spectrum reveals 0 residual amount of oxygen at 531.5 eV
while the Pb 4f,/, line shows no clearly disc.rnible indication
of binding energy shift due to lead oxide or PbO,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,. The
residual oxygen might be attributed either to dissolved oxygen
in the lead lattice or an adsorbed oxygen moiety. In either
case, the high binding energy peak is not ch.racterisitic of
oxide formation. Upon exposure to 167 L 0" (l L = 1 X 10"
Torr s), the 0 Is p••k at 531.5 eV grows considerably in
intensity and the Pb 4f7/2 trace begins to show a greater degree
of .symmetry due to the growth of a small amount of PbO
on the surface. The high binding energy 0 Is signal is still
the predominont species, however, at this exposure. As the
oxygen dose is increased, a peak at 529.2 eV, characteristic
of rhombic PbO (13, 14) rises in the 0 Is region, and eventually
becomes the predominant species. A high binding energy
shoulder on the Pb 4[,/, .t 137.9.V is also evident at high
PbO coverage. It is interesting that the b.havior of a clean
Pb surfsc. upon oxygen exposure is strongly dependent upon
sample preparation. A freshly evaporated lead film evinces
the immediate formation of rhombic PbO, with no traces of
initial oxygen adsorption, while an argon-ion bombarded Pb
film exhibits an .dsorbed oxygen species prior to oxide
formation. The surface concentration of oxide can be cal­
cul.ted from the escape depth of the Pb 4f,/, photoelectron
(15) in combination with the rhombic PbO unit cell di·
mensions, and shows equivalent monolayer concentration to
occur at 1200 L 0, exposure. This result agrees very well with
the "effective" monolayer coverage reported by Evans and
Thomas (16) for a sputtered Pb foil.

The behavior of the positive secondary ions Pb+, PbO+, and
PbO,., also monitored vs. oxygen dosage, is plotted in Figure
5. The relativ. yield is calculated by normalizing the peak
intensity to its highest value in the exposure range to em·
phasize the curve shape rather than absolute intensity. As
qualitatively expected, the Pb+ yield increases, with the most
dramatic change occurring at less than 0.5 monolayer PbO.
Note that the PbO+ species appears almost immediately, while
there is marked delay in the ons.t of PbO,. emission. Th.
fact that the relative yield of PbO,+ emission is higher than
that of PbO+ at low oxygen coverage is a manifestation of the
normalization procedure. The actual intensity of the PbO,+
emission is an order of magnitude less than that for PbO+.

Th. explicit interpretstion of these curves awaits theoretical
development of the cluster ion emission process. Recent
studies, however, have been completed for metals using
classical trajectory methods to calculate the positions and
momenta of all particles in a mod.l microcrystallite as a
function of tim. subsequ.nt to the ion bombardment process
(17-20). In th.s. studies m.tal clusters containing up to 7
atoms have been found to form by formation of ejected atoms
within the interaction range, say -4 A, of the solid. In
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trends have been observed for transition metal ion clusters
using an ion microprobe mass analyzer (B), although under
more severe bombarriment conditions. The cluster data in
the present work are obtained in a comparatively lower
primary current domain, where each ion impact can be
considered as an isolated event. The silver cluster results are
of special interest since molecular orbital calculations per·
formed on these species (9, 10) yield cluster stabilities dis·
playing oscillations similar to those in the experimental data.
The observed alternations in fact may be due to the presence
of a lone s electron in the odd numbered clusters and paired
electrons in the even numbered clusters. An.logous calcu·
lations have not been performed for indium, but nevertheless.
it might be qualitatively predicted that the availability of three
sand p electrons for bonding and the concomitant large
number of closely spaced molecular orbitals could reduce the
"even-odd" effect noted in the case of silver. As the theory
underlying these calculations becomes more sophisticated and
in turn is applied to a greater number of systems, it will be
intriguing to correlate experimentally determined cluster
intensities with their calcul.ted el.ctronic prop.rties.

Th. combination of XPS and SIMS is an excellent means
of studying m.tal....dsorb.te systems, sinoe XPS, in .ddition
to being a quantitative m.thod, is sensitive to the molecular
.nvironment of the species on the surface. Static SIMS can
yi.ld information concerning the local atomic order through
analysis of secondary mol.cular cluster ions. The increase in
s.cond.ry ion yi.ld due to the pr.s.nc. of oxyg.n is a well
docum.nted ph.nom.non (7, II, 12) although it is at best only
qualitativ.ly understood and in need of further investigation.
In this work, clean Pb and In surfaces are exposed to several
doses of oxygen with successive monitoring by both XPS and
static SIMS, (/: = 2 X 10-" A cm-' st 2 KeV of argon). In
the case of XPS, either the Pb 4f,/, or In 3<10/, level, in addition
to the 0 Is signal are recorded after each exposure to 0,.
SIMS spectra are also taken sequentially so th.t correlations
can be made b.tween the two data s.ts. A summary of the
XPS results for all Ar" sputtered lead film is diagrammed in
Figure 4. The lower trace represents the virgin surfaoe, before
any exposure to oxygen. Close examination of the 0 Is
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Initial Chemisorption of
Oxyoen « I monoloyer)

Pb+. PbO+ only
l~ :.

011 10[","'.

O-Pb.-0
"',-'-.

a

Monolayer Coverage of PbO
Pb+. PbO+. PbO~ Figure 7. In 3d~'2 and ° 1s XPS spectra of an evaporated In surface

before and after oxygen exposure

Figure 6. Schematic representation of (a) an oxidized Pb surface at
low oxygen coverage and (b) an oxidized Pb surface at monolayer
coverage

addition, it was found that most dimers and trimers arise from
either nearest·neighbor or next·nearest-neighbor sites on the
surface.

In Figure 6, we extrapolate this scheme to the formation
of metal atoms and oxygen atoms over the solid to test possible
oxidation schemes on the Pb surfaces. From Figure 6a, a
representation of low PhO coverage, only secondary species
like Ph+ and PbO+ are possible since there are no oxygen­
oxygen next-nearest-neighbors to permit PbO:/ formation.
In contrast, at monolayer coverage, represented in Figure 6b,
Pb+, PbO', and PbO,+ are all possible. This representation
then suggests that if PbO does indeed grow as a uniform
surface layer, the PhO,. emission should exhibit a short delay,
and then increase to a maximum intensity when one mon­
olayer is completed.

Returning to Figure 5, the observed Pb02+ intensity does
not reach a maximum until nearly 3500 L 0" and does not
begin to increase until equivalent monolayer coverage as
determined by XPS. This apparently anomalous result can
be rationalized in terms of the different information depths
for XPS and SIMS. Static SIMS is a true surface technique,
while XPS probes the first 10-40 A. of sample, equivalent to
several monolayers. If, instead of forming a uniform mon­
olayer, the growth of the PbO progresses by oxygen incor­
poration into the lattice, the greater sampling depth of XPS
would cause it to indicate monolayer coverage of PbO when.
in fact, the actual surface coverage was much less. Additional

1000 2000 3000 4000

oxygen exposure (langmuirs)

F~ure 8. Intensity vs. O2expOSlXe behavior of In+. InO+, and 1002+,
I p = 2 X 10-9 A cm-2 at 2 keV of A(+

oxygen exposure would eventually promote the formation of
a complete monolayer of PbO at the surface, thereby in­
creasing the probability of PbO,+ emission, and bringing about
a leveling off of the PbO, intensity as observed. This
mechanism is also consistent with the decrease in work
function observed in other investigations of the oxidation of
sputtered (16) and evaporated (21) Pb films.

The XPS data for indium oxidation are diagrammed in
Figure 7. The °Is region displays peaks indicative of both
adsorhed oxygen at 531.5 eV and an indium oxide species at
530.2 eV. The In 3d'I' peak exhibits a high binding energy
shoulder at 444.6 eV, which has also been assigned to indium
oxide. Other XPS measurements made in our laboratory
suggest that the oxide species is In,03' although the wide
variation in binding energies reported in the literature for
In,03 (22-25) precludes an unequivocal assignment. In
contrast to the lead XPS data, the oxide begins to form
immediately on indium, and continues to grow with additional
exposure. The higher binding energy oxyge:l, assigned to an
adsorbed moiety in this work, is present in all exposures. This
peak was also present in the XPS spectrum of bulk In,03'

In+, InO', and InO" SIMS results are shown in Figure 8.
As is observed for Pb, the secondary ion yields increase with
oxygen exposure. The In+ intensity reaches a maximum at
1000 L 0" then decreases to a steady state value at 3500 L.
This behavior can be explained in terms of the number of In
sites on the probed surface. At low oxygen coverage, the
increase in secondary ion yield is due to the presence of
oxygen. As the oxidation process continues, the number of

O-Pb.-0
~

b
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<:.
~ 0.6

• SIMS InO+
o XPS In(o.,del

In(melol)

1000 2000 3000 4000

oxygen exposure (Langmulrs)

Figure 9. Oecanvoluted XPS Indium oxide peak ereas from the 3d,,,
peek end the SIMS InO' yield vs. oxygen exposure

In metal sites decreases, and the diminishing indium metal
concentration at the surface begins to compete with oxygen
enhancement as the controlling factor of the measured ion
yield.

The immediate appearance of InO,', also in marked
contrast to the Pb results, is most likely due to differences
in the mechanism of oxide growth. Thus, indium oxide islands
probably grow outward from one or more nucleating sites,
allowing for the existence of oxygen-oxygen next-nearest­
neighbors at low coverage for InO,' formation.

A comparison of the SIMS inD' yield and the deconvoluted
In(oxide)/In(metal) ratio is represented in Figure 9. The
striking similarity of the two curves indicates that the InD'
yield is directly dependent upon the amount of oxide formed
at the surface. A linear relationship would imply that the inD'
secondary ion yield is a function only of the oxygen con­
centration, and that the ioni,ation efficiency is a constant
independent of any events occurring external to the region
of cluster formation. A similar agreement between the XPS
o 1. intensity for the PbO component and the SIMS PbO'
yield was obtained for the case of Pb.
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Effect of Argon Ion Bombardment on Metal Complexes and
Oxides Studied by X-ray Photoelectron Spectroscopy

Yoahlo Umezawa' and Charlea N, Reilley·

Department 01 Chemistry. University 01 North CsroiIM. Chapel Hill, North CsrollM 27514

Tha affact 01 high anergy (0.5-2 kaY) Ar+ bombardment on
20 dlfferenl melel complexea end leveral metal oxldea waa
atudlad. Although moat 01 Ihe melal centerl In the complaxel
and oxld.. wera raducad, lome ware oxidized Or exhlblled
no change dapandIng upon the llganda and central metal atoma
~. Soma Uganda In mataI c:ompIaxaa waret~, auch
II CIO.- and NO.-'ormlng CI' and NO.-, reapecllvaly. The
nonnataI~ auch II NH.. NOs-, CN'", 00.-, and NOs- ware
'OIa'ld to be aputtarad otI more aIIIcIantIy than the central metal
Ion " ..II. Finally, Ihe Influanca 0' Ar+ bombardmenl on Ihe
nonatDlchlomelllc nature 01 metal oxide llWIacel II clacuaad.

Ion bombardment has proved to be a very useful and
important technique for obtaining clean and reference 8urfaces

1Present address. Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Science,
Univ.raity of Tokyo, HOlliO, Tokyo, Japan.

for ESCA, Auger, and other 6pectroscopic investigations.
However, very little information has so far been reported with
respect to the explicit chemical effects of ion bombardment.
Winogard and co-workers (I, 2) concluded that certain types
of metal oxides are reduced by ion bombardment and that
the reduction tendency was inversely related to the free energy
of formation of the oxide.. For the ion bombardment
technique to be used rationally as an analytical aid, a
knowledge of the various types of phenomena potentially
introduced by this technique is desirable.

The purposes of the present study are to examine briefly
(i) the types of chemical reactions, such as redox, 8ubstitution,
and chemical transformation of one functional group to
another, introduced by ion bombardment, (ii) the dependence
of 6puttering efficiency on the kind of elements and functional
groups involved, and (iii) the nonstoichiometric nature of
compositions at the surface of oxides as characterized by ion
bombardment. To obtain meaningful information with respect

ooo3-2700178/0350-1280S01.oo/0 C 1878 American CI1emIcal Society
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Oxidation
No change

(same oxidation
stale)

a Energy for Ar· ion is 2 keY Cor 2 mins.
ethylenediaminet.etrsacetate.

Table I. Redox Reaction of Metal Centen Produced by Az' Bombardment"

PrOce88 observed Compoundb

Reduction K,[Fe(CN).j. Cu(dip)(NO,),'3H,O,
K,[Fe(C,O.),J. Cu(dip),(NO.)" Co(o·phen),(CIO.),.
Co(NH,),(NO,)" Na,ICo(CN).J. Fe(dip),(CIO.),.
Cu(en),SO.·2H,O. Co(en),(CIO.)" K[Co(edta)j·2H,O,
Irans[Co(NH,).(NO,),ICl, [Co(NH,),CljCl"
Co(NH,).(NO,),

Fe(dip),(CIO.)" Mn(dip),II<" K,ICr(C,O.),1
Na,[Co(NO,).J. PI(dip)Cl" PI(dip),CI.

b Abbreviations: dip: 2,2' -dipyridyl; o-phen: o-phenanthroline; edta:

to lhe above items, a variety of types of metal complexes were
chosen along with some metal oxides as illustrative examples.
Although metal complexes are, of course, more or less subject
to decomposition upon ion bombardment, they seem to
provide one of the more suitable model systems for the present
experimental purpose.

EXPERIMENTAL
The metal complexes were synthesized by usual methods. The

metal oxides LaCoO,. L...,Sro.,CoO" LaNiO" LaMnO,. and
SrMn03 were prepared using a conventional ceramic technique
(3). The other oxides examined were obtained commercially.
ESCA spectra were obtained with a DuPont Model 650B
spectrometer (Mg anode). Under optimum conditions, a 1/4·inch
gold disk yields a 4f 7/2 peak intensity of 400000 counts/s with
FWHM of 1.2 eV and a typicnl operating vacuum is 1 x 10-; Torr.
Powder specimens were rubbed onto a gold proue with a round
glass rod to achieve good electrical contact. A typical total scan
time for the ESCA measurement was 5-15 min. The CII con·
tamination peak, having in most cases the same order of intensity
as the sample peaks, was employed 8S 8 reference peak and
assigned a binding energy value of 284 4 cV (4). For Ar+
sputtering, the sample was lowered without breaking vacuum to
8 sample preparation compartment which was equipped with an
ion gun attachment made by Physical Electronics Inc. An ion
beam of up to 2 keV with beam currents of 35 rnA was used; this
beam could be focused to about 0.5 cm2 at normal incidence on
the sample probe by an electrostatic lens. The total pressure in
this compartment was maintained at 5 X lO-s Torr during
sputtering by introduction of Ar gas.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Ar+ Bombardment on Transition Metal Complcxes.

Redor Reaction by Ar+ Bombardment. Table I summarizes
the redox reaction behavior produced by Ar+ bombardment
on a variety of transition metal complexes 8S deduced from
the corresponding ESCA spectrum. Changes in binding
energies and the appearance of shake-up peaks (5-7) provide
useful diagnostic criteria for determining the nature of the
producll! produced, For example, Figure I shows the effect
of 2-keV Az+ ion bombardment on the Co(en),(ClOJ, complex.
Upon Ar+ ion bombardment, the metal center of the complex
was reduced and two sell! of new Co 2p peaks appeared, one
corresponding to a shake-up satellite peak due to Co(ll) and
the other to CoCO). The above assignmenll! are supported by
the following two observations. Cobaltous oxide, CoO, gives
shake-up satellite peaks for CO 2PI/, and 2p3/' and these peaks
occur at binding energy values equal to those of the highest
binding energy peaks of the sputtered Co(en),(ClO,), (see
Figure Ib). Among the three peaks of cobalt metal foil (see
Figure Id), the one at the lowest binding energy, which is
assigned to Co metal (Co(O». corresponds very c105ely to that
of the lowest binding energy peak found for the sputtared
Co(en),(ClO,)3 complex. Thia CoCO) peak disappeared by
exposing the sputtered aample to air for 2 min (Figure lc),
This corresponda to the reoxidation of CoCO) to Co(lI) and/or
Co(lll) by air. CoCO) was also produced by Az+ bombardment

..~.O_'~J'"
CoOo.H

a

b

c

807 799 791 783

Bin:3lng Enforgy

figure 1, Effect oll'ql energy k+ ion _ on Co(an),(CKlJ,.
(a) Prior 10 k+ bombardment, (b) 2 keV k+ bombardment for 2 m,
(c) exposed to ai' after b, (d) cobaI metal toi polished i1 ai' im8Et8Iy
before meaSlI'ement

on NaCo(edla) and K,Co(CNl, complexes. The remaining
cobalt(llI) complexes studied did not form Co(O) ESCA peaks
upon Ar+ bombardment.

In the case of Cu(dip),(NO,l,'6H,O, Cu(II) is reduced to
form Cu(l) upon Az+ bombardment This is e\;denced by the
shift of the Cu 2Pl/' peak from 955.5 eV to 953.9 eV and Cu
2P3/' from 935.7 eV to 934.3 eV and also by the disappearance
of large Cu 2p shake-up peaks (96·1.0 eV, 944.7 eV) upon Ar+
bombardment (see Figure 2b). The fact that Cu 2P3/' and
Cu 2Pl/' peaks of Ar+ bombarded Cu(dip),(NO,l,-6H,O occur
at binding energy values about I eV higher than those of
copper metal foil (Figure 2c, d) leads to the conclusion that
the oxidation state of copper for Ar+ bombarded Cu(dip),·
(NO,l,·6H,O is 1+ rather than zero.

It should be noted that whereas most of the metal centelS
in the other metal complexes examined in Table I were re­
duced to lower oxidation states. thoae in Fe(dip),(ClO,),.
Mn(dip),Br" and K,Cr(C,O,), were oxidized. In the case of
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CI I s.IM , and 10 are the satellite, the main, and the
zero valent Co peaks, respectively I from Ar 4 bombarded
Co(en),(CIO. ),.

a

N93 N,02 N~3
I ' ,

I,
I
I
I,,

c

c'

b

b'

a'

prolonged (4 min) bombardment produces no further increase
in yield. Reaction yield vs. sputtering time at a given Ar+
energy is also an interesting point, which remains for further
study.

Chemical Transformation 0/ Ligands and Counterions.
Figure 3 and 4 show the effect of Ar+ bombardment upon the
chemical changes in ligands and counterions of the metal
complexes. In the case of Co(NH,j,(NO,j" two N.. peaks are
clearly visible, one at 406.7 (N03-) and one at 399.8 (NH3).
Upon Ar+ bombardment, a new N.. peak appears at 403.8 eV
which is attributed to NO.- formed by reduction of N03- by
Ar+ bombardment. Na3(Co(NO,).) upon Ar+ bombardment
yields an additional N.. peak at 398.5 eV, which is fairly close
to NH3nitrogen peak. This may also be interpreted in terms
of reduction by Ar+ bombardment of NO, to some lower
oxidation state species such as NH3 or similar species (4).
Co(NH3),(NO,h which has a 403.5-eV peak for NO.- and a
399.5-eV peak for NH3, also exhibits a new N,. peak upon Ar+
bombardment indicating the formation of a new nitrogen·
containing species of unknown nature. Another example of
chemical transformation by Ar+ bombardment occurs in the
case of Co(0-phen)3(ClO,h, where Cl.p,,, and Cl,.." peaks
(overlapped) for CIO,- are decreased to a half of the original
intensities and new peaks (overlapped) at around 198.0 eV
due to CI- appear. Obviously, this is the result of reduction
by Ar+ bombardment of CIO,- to CI-. Similar behavior waS
observed with Fe(dip)3(CIO,l" Co(diph(CIO,h and the other
CIO,- containing species.

Sputtering Efficienc)'. An interesting example is Cu·
(dip),(NO:V•. The relative intensity of the N,. peak for NO,­
to that of dipyridyl (dip) is changed from 1.0:2.82 to 0.0:1.63

.,.
N 15 Binding Ene-rgy

F~ur8 3. Change in nitrogen is spectra for some CoUll) complexes
upon AI+ Ion bombardment. (a) Co(NH,l,lNO,h prior to bombardmant,
(a') Co(NH,),(NO,l, w~h 2-keV Ar+ bombardment for 7 min, (b)
Co(NH,l,(NO,), prior to bombardment, (b') Co(NH,h(NO,), after 2-keV
Iv+ bombardment for 2 min, (c) Na,Co(NO,)" prior 10 AI+ bomba"rnent,
(e') Na3Co(N02)e after 2 min. 2-keV Ar+ bombardment

I,II M
0.44 (0.69: 4 min)
0.46
0.28
0.0

CU2P3/2
.. ---- --0Jif

,~

:~l.,:
:'

:j:
,,'
, ,
, ,

CU2l"/1

IS/IMO

0.41 (0.41: 4 min)
0.42
0.38
0.34

d

Table II. Dependence of "Reduction Yield" on Energy
tor Ar' Bombardment (2 min, 35 mAl

Sputter'
ing

voltage.
keY

2
1.6
1.0
0.6

970 962 954 946 938
Binding En~r9Y

figure 2. Effect of high energy AI+ Ion bombardment on Cu(dip),­
(NO.),'8H,O. (a) Prior to bombardmanl, (b) 2 keY Ar+ bombardment
for 2 min, (c) exposed to air aher b, (d) copper metal film polished
immediately balore measwement

Na.(Co(NO.>.), Pt(dip)CI., and Pt(dip).CI., no significant
change was observed with respect to the binding energy of
spectral shapes of the metal centers (.hake·up peaks, ap·
pearance of additional peaks, etc.).

Dependence of Reactic. Yield on Ar+ Energy. Table II
showe the dependence of reaction "yield" of Co(ll) and ColO)
from Co(enla(CIO,)3 on the magnitude of energy of Ar+
bombardment. Yield is conveniently defmed here as (Is/1M),

and (/of1M), where Is is the intensity of the shake·up satellite
peak appearing at higher binding energy side of Co 2P3/. main
peak, which is due to the paramagnetic Co(II) species pro­
duced by Ar+ bombardment, 1M the intensity of Co 2P3/. main
peak at 782.2 eV which overlaps the remwning Co(lll) and
the newly produced Co(Il) peaks, and 10 the intensity of tbe
cobalt(O) peak at 779.3 eV (see Figure lb). The "yield" is,
in general, increased with increase in sputtering time. This
yield for a given time duration (e.g. 2 min) is dependent on
the Ar+ energy. It is interesting to note that the saturation
of "yield" occurs at 2·keV energy. At this energy, even
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Table Ill. Chanlle in Peak Intenlill.. of VariOUI Elementa in Metal Complexea by Ar' Ion Bombardment (2 keV, 2 min)

Compound Peak InteDiity Ratio'

K,[Cr(C,O,),l Cr K ° CO Au· Cb
1.42 1.13 0.68 0.40 1.11 0.92

Co(NH,),(NO,), Co NO, NH, ° Au· Cb
2.40 0.33 0.35 0.89 1.34 0.90

Mn(dip),Br, Mn Br N Au· Od Cb
0.48 0.42 0.40 1.06 0.87 1.18

Fe(dip),(CIO,), Fe N CIO, ° Au· Cb
0.70 0.55 0.25 0.35 1.20 1.27

Pt(dip)Cl, PL N CI Au· Cb
0.53 0.33 0.32 1.20 1.27

Na,[Co(NO,),l Co Na N ° Au· Cb
1.61 2.14 0.45 0.72 1.05 0.95

[Co(NH,),CljCI, Co N Cl Au· Cb
1.58 0.56 1.04 1.25 0.90

Co(en),(CIO, ), Co N Au· C"
2.50 0.67 1.69 0.84

Cu(dip)(NO,), Cu N(dip) NO, Au· C"
0.60 0.68 0.27 1.32 1.12

K,[Fe(CN),l Fo K N Od Au· C'
0.80 0.71 0.38 2.23 1.00 1.10

Co(o·phon ),(CIO,) Co N CIO, ° Au· C"
0.73 0.50 0.59 0.46 1.36 1.29

o Signal from the gold probe. b Background carbon. e Ratio of peak intensities after (fa) and before (lb) bombardment
(= I.IIb); accurate to ~0.05. d Adsorbed waLer. l! Background carbon plus ligand carbons.

CIO,- CI-
2p1/2
; 2r3/2

a

a'

b

211 207 203 199 19' .Y

CI 2p Sindin<;! EM'IlY

Figura 4. Chemical transformalion of CIO,- Ion Into cr ion upon AT+
bombardment. (a) Co(o-phan),(CIO.), prior to bombardment. (a')
Co(o-phenl,lCIO,), after 2-keV AT+ bombardment for 2 min. (b) Fe­
(dip),(CIO.h prior to bombardment. (b') Fe(dip),(CIO,h after 2-keV AT+
bombardment for 2 min

by Ar+ sputtering, indicating that the N03' functional group
is more easily sputtered away than the dip group. In contrast,
the ligands NH3, NO,-, and NO, in Co(NH3),(NO,)3 and
Co(NH3),(NO:J3 show simiJar sputtering tendencies upon Ar+
bombardment. The dependence of Ar+ sputtering efficiency
on various elements and ligands in several other metal
complexes is summarized in Table 1lI. The Au.r,,. peak from
the sample mounting probe was also measured and the ratto

of its intensity after to before sputtering is cited to permit
some judgment to be made of the overall Ar+ sputtering
efficiency in each case. Some conclusions may be drawn from
the results presented in Table ilL

One general tendency observed is that the ESCA peak
intensities for the transition and alkali metal ions are increased
by Ar+ bombardment, whereas the intensities for the nonmetal
elements are decreased, indicating that the ligand species are
sputtered off more easily than the transition and alkali metal
ions.

Occasionally, the peak intensity due to the contamination
carbon is increased upon Ar+ bombardment. This increase
is observed only with particular Iigsnd species such 88 dip,
o-phen, and CN and may be caused by a chemical change in
ligand species upon Ar+ bombardment to produce this type
of carbon. In this case, the peak intensities for the transition
and alkali metal ions are decreased as well as those attributed
to the initial ligand species.

Ar+ Bombardment on Metal Oxides. The surface
composition of solid materials often is not identical to that
for the bulk itself because of surface chemical reactions,
particularly with typical attnospheric components such as 0"
CO2, H20, H,s. etc. and because of accidental contamination
by contact of the surface with the adsorbable species. Thus
the surface composition of a material will depend greatly upon'
its intrinsic reactivity, mode of preparation, and storage
history. For the transition metal complexes described in the
previous section, the surface composition probably reflected
the bulk composition to a high order. This might be expected
since these species were prepared in aqueous solution in the
presence of air and hence represented chemical composition
states which are stable and resistant to further reaction with
atmospheric components. This is less likely to be the case
with other reactive species which bave to be synthesized under
more stringent conditions of temperature and environments.
The ESCA spectra for cobalt metal foil (Figure Id) represents
8 case of one reactive material whose surface composition
differs from the bulk. Ar+ sputtering is a useful technique
for removing the surface layers on metals and creating a
surface whose composition reflects that of the bulk material.
On the other hand, the Ar+ bombardment technique applied
to materials such 88 the transition metal campl""es described
in the previous section clearly leads to changes in surface
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Binding energy
of Mn peaks

after bombardment.
eY

Table IV. Effect of Ar' Bombardment on KMnO, and
Related Compoundao

Binding energy
of Mn peaks

prior to
bombardment, eV

lower oxidation state (7). Jolly's speculation was based on
the fact that such compounds as KMnO., K,FeO., and SnO,
give increadibly low metal core binding energies for such high
oxidation state compounds. Previous reports have not claimed
the existence of the doublet structure of Mn 2p peaks for
I<MnO,. Copperthwaite (8), however, found that prolonged
x-ray irradiation led to reduction of Mn(VIl) to lower valence
states.

As shown in Table V, the inlensity ratio of oxygen to metal
peaks (O/M), after correction for stoichiometry and the
photoelectric cross section (9), for some metal oxides is larger
than unity. These results suggest that excess oxygen (adsorbed
oxygen, water, and so on) exists at the surface of these oxides.
However, upon Ar' bombardment, the O/M value (corrected)
becomes closer to unity for most of the oxides. The above
results indicate that the excess oxygen atoms at the surface
can be sputtered off relatively easily. Electronic reduction
of central metals by Ar' bombardment causes a change in
stoichiometry and therefore also leads to a decrease in the
O/M ratio. It was also found that the absolute intensity of
the metal center peak is increased by 30--100% upon Ar'
bombardment, whereas the absolute intensity of the oxygen
Is peak decreased. The increase in the metal center peak
intensity is of course due to the sputtering off by Ar'
bombardment of the carbon contamination layer on the
surface of the oxides.

The °Is spectrum for transition metal oxides in general
contains two peaks, a feature frequently observed by many
workers (10, 11). Usually, the appearance and the relative
intensity of the higher binding energy peak is dependent on
the history and pretreatment of the sample. It is reasonable
to assign the lower binding energy peak to "lattice oxygen"
and the higher binding energy one to "excess surface oxygen"
peak (such as M-{)H and/or MO·H,O). It is therefore in-

O/M Ratios·

Table V. Influence of AI· Bombardment on Oxygen
Excess of Various Metal Oxides

Before After
Ar· Ar·

sputter- sputter-
Compound ing ingC

MnO, 1.86 0.92 R"
Mn,O, 2.10 1.20
SrMnO, 1.96 0.68 R
LaMnO, 2.6

0
3 o1.i~ R

Co,O, 2.0.

t::~S~,:.,COO, ~:~~ ~:n ~
° Ratio of 0Il; and M1P)1J peak intensities (=0ISfM1P)/lL

corrected for stoichiometry of the compound listed and
cross section (accurate to ! 0.05). b R = Reduction of
transition metal center uy Ar· bombardment. cIon
beam of 2 keV and 35 rnA for 2 min.

Compound 2PII1 2p", 2p,I' 2PJ/,

a KMnO, 657.5 646.6 654.1 642.4
655.4 643.5

MnO! 654.7 643.0 654.3 642.4
MnlD l 654.1 642.4 654.4 642.5

° Energy for Ar· beam: 2 keY for 2 min, (C" =
284.4 eY).

Mn2P1/2

b

'".., 2P Brodin;l Ent<gy

FIg"'.5. Elfect 01 Ar' Ion bombardment (2 keY, 2 min) on KMnO,.
(a' PrIor to and (b) aftar bombardment respectively

composition so that it no longer renects that of the bulk. The
new surface composition probably more closely approximates
that which would be obtained by heating the bulk sample in
vacuum to an elevated temperature equivalent to the surface
temperature achieved by Ar' bombardment. Thus Ar'
sputtering is not equivalent to a thin knife blade simply
eroding away the surface layers one by one leaving the
composition of the sublayers intact. Obviously mechamcal
fracture techniques under vacuum are more suitable in these
cases.

Metal oxides represent a class of material whose surface
composition is likely to be different from that of the bulk and
it is of interest to determine the effect of Ar' bombardment
on such materials.

As shown in Figure 5, the Mn 2p spectra of KMnO. have
anomalous doublet structure at 657.5 and 655.4 eV for 2p,/,
and at 646.6 and 643.5 eV for 2P3/" The relative intensity
of the doublet peaks depends upon the history of the KMnO.
sample. Upon Ar' bombardment, however, both doublet
peaks disappear and new peaks are produced at 654.1 eVand
642.4 eV for Mn 2Pl/' and Mn 2p3/', respectively. The change
in binding energy of Mn 2p,/, and 2p3/' for KMnO. before
and after Ar' bombardment is summarized in Table IV along
with the results obtained by analogous experiments for Mn,03
and MnO,. From Figure 5 and Table IV, it is clear that the
surface of the KMnO. as obtained from the shelf is already
partially reduced to MnO" and that both KMnO. and MnO,
at the surface are reduced to form Mn,03 upon Ar' bom­
bardment:

KMnO.. ~ Mn,Ol + 20 2 + K 20

Ar'
4MnO, - 2Mn,O, + 0,

Jolly speculated previously that the surfsce of such highly
oxidized metal compounds could be partially reduced to a



teresting to examine the effect of Ar+ bombardment on each
of the oxygen peaks. In the case of Lllo.5SrO~Co03'LaCo03,
and LaNi03, the absolute intensity of "excess surface oxygen"
peaks decreased greater than that of "lattice oxygen". The
opposite however was observed for Mn,03, MnO" and C",03'
Although we initially expected that the intensity of "excess
surface oxygen" should decrease to a greater extent than that
of "lattice oxygen" because of its origin, it became clear from
the present study that the situation is not so straightforward.
Additional features concerning sputtering of metal oxides are
given by Wekner (12).
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Standards for pH Measurements in Isotonic Saline Media of
Ionic Strength I = 0.16

Roger G. Bates: Carmen A. Vega,' and D. R. White, Jr.

Department of ChemIstry, University of Florida. Gainesville, Florida 32611

The double vertical line in cell A represents a liquid junction.
In practice, the hydrogen electrode is usually replaced by a
glass electrode.

It should be noted that, in accord with the preference of
the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry at
its 1977 meeting in Warsaw, and contrary to its earlier rec­
ommendation (1), cell A is written with the reference electrode
on the left and the hydrogen or glass electrode on the right.
Consequently, a minus sign appears before the last term of
Equation 1.

Standardization of the assembly at a point close to the pH
of blood can be achieved within the framework of the NBS
standard pH scale. One of the primary reference solutions
of this scale, a mixture of KH,PO. and Na,HPO. in the mole
ratio 1:3.5 and an ionic strength of 0.1, has a pH (S) value near
7.39 at 37 ·C. Other reference solutions of pH near 7.4 must
be regarded as secondary standards, useful because their pH
values have been compared carefully with the primary
standard scale. These include buffers of tris(hydroxy­
methy1)aminomethane ("Tris") of ionic strengths 0.05 to 0.16
(2,3), of tris(hydroxymethy1)methylglycine ("Tricine") of I
= 0.02 (4), as well as other mixtures of phosphate salts with
1= 0.13 (5).

Nevertheless, attempts to establish a primary reference
standard of ionic strength 0.16 and pH near 7.4 have met ",th
difficulty. Durst and Staples (2) studied the solution Tris·HCI
(0.05 mol kg-I) + Tris (0.01667 mol kg'l) + NaCI (0.11 mol
kg'l) at 25 and 37 ·C by means of cells without liquid junction
in the manner employed for establishing the primary NBS
standards. When the values they assigned to this reference
solution were found to be inconsistent with the NBS primary
scale (see, for example, ref. 6), it was suggested (7) that this
solution also be regarded as a secondary standard. The reason
for this disparity of 0.03 to 0.05 unit was not clear; it has been

Evidence Is presented that pH measurements 01 bleed plasma
and other clinical media alan Ionic strength (I) 01 0.16 V6.
the NBS standards may Involve residual liquid-Junction errors
amounting to 0.03 to 0.05 unit. Eight dilute buffer solutions
to which NaCI had been added In amount sufff~lent to raise
the Ionic strength to 0.16 were st',dled at 25 snd 37 ·C.
Messurements 01 cells both with and without liquid Junction
led to the conclusion that errors due to re6ldualllquld-Junctlon
effects can be nearly eHmlnated by matching the ionic strength
01 the stsndard to thst 01 the clinical 8ample. This result was
conllrmed by calculallon 01 IIquld-Junellon potentials. Standard
pH vslues lor lour uselul relerence solutions wKh pH and ionic
strength near those 01 blood pla8ma were determined at 10
tempereture8 Irom 5 to 50 ·C. A phosphate buffer composed
010.005217 m KH,PO., 0.016256 m Na,HPO., and 0,1 m NaCI
(buffer ratio 1:3.5 and 1= 0.16) Is to be prelerred to the 1:3.5
phosphate buller (I = 0.1) 01 the NBS stsndsrd scale lor pH
measurement8 In 6allne medls 01 Ionic strength near 0.16.

Measurements of the pH of blood and plasma are an
important integral part of clinical diagnosis. For the highest
accuracy and reproducibility, the glass electrode pH assembly
should be standardized at or near the pH of the clinical
sample. Furthermore, the reference standard solution (S)
should, ideally, have an ionic strength (f) close to that of the
"unknown" sample (X), namely about 0.16 mol kg'l for blood
plasma. The pH of the sample X is defined in terms of the
emf E of the cell

Reference electrode IISo1n. S or XIH, (g, 1 atm);?t (A)

by the operational definition

I Present address. Department of Chemistry, University of Puerto
Rico, MayagOez, P.R. .

(Ex - Es)F
pH(X) = pH(S) - RT In 10 (1)

0003-2700178/0351).'295501.00/0 <l:l '978 American ChoIricaI Soclaty
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attribuUld, at least in part, to the anomalous behavior ofTris
in contact with liquid-junction devices incorporawd in certain
types of commerical reference electrodes (8).

The inwrnal consiswncy of the NBS primary standards,
all of which have ionic strengths of 0.1 or below, has been
clearly demonstrawd (9). Pursuant to a study of the dis­
sociation of four substituUld ethanesulfonic acids, two of which
are suitable for pH control in the physiological range, however,
it was discovered that buffer solutions formed from these
substances and adjusted to I = 0.16 by addition of NaCI
displayed departures from the NBS standard scale in much
the same manner as earlier observed with Tris buffers. The
buffer substances in question were TES, N-tris(hydroxy­
methyl)methyl-2-aminoethanesulfonic acid, and HEPES,
N-2-hydroxyethylpiperazine-N'-2-ethanesulfonic acid (IO).
Both TES and HEPES are zwitterions, while Tris is an
uncharged hase.

To enhance the reliability of pH measurements in blood
plasma and other clinical media, reference standards of ionic
strength 0.16 are much to be desired. Secondary standards
can fill the need in part, providing reproducibility from time
to time and from place to place. Nevertheless, pH values
based on these do not bear a simple relationship to chemical
equilibria such as that provided by the convention on which
the NBS scale is based (9). We have, therefore, undertaken
a study to reveal the causes of the disparity between the
operational pH of buffer solutions atl = 0.16, referred to the
primary scale, and the pH(S) determined from the emf of cells
without liquid junction. Fact",s investigated were (a) possible
failure of the convention for log )'CI at ionic strengths in excess
of 0.1, and (b) an appreciable liquid-junction potential when
the relatively dilute NBS reference solutions are replaced by
buffer solutions of I =0.16. It is concluded that factor b alone
can account for nearly all of tbe observed discrepancy.

EXPERIMENTAL
The phosphate saiLs were NBS Standard Reference Materials:

KH,PO" SRMI86lc, nnd Nn,HPO., SHMI86Ilc. TES and
HEPES were obtained from Sigma Cbemical Co. Tbey were
subjected to recrystallization from 80% ethanol-water and assayed
by titration with a standard solution of carbonate-free NoOH.
Assay values averaged 99.97%. Sodium chloride was recrystallized
from water and dried at 110 °C. The buffer solutions were
prepared by weighing the buffer substances, NnCI, a standard
solution of NaDH, and conductivity water.

Platinum bydrogen electrodes thinly coated ",itb platinum black
from a solution of chloroplatinic acid were used in cells of type
A and also type B, without n liquid junction:

Pt;H,(g, I atm)IBuffer-NaCI soln.IAgCI;Ag (B)

The standard emf of tbis cell was foond to be 0.22242 V at 25
°C and 0.21440 V at 37°C by measurements of cells containin~

om m HCI (11). The silver-silver chloride electrodes were of
the thermal-electrolytic type, prepared as described elsewhere
(9). Tbe liquid junction between :I.S M KCI and the buffer
solutions in cell A was formed in a verticn1 tube (internal diameter
about 3 mm) with the heavier KCI solution below.

A short series of emf measurements was made with cells of the
type

NaiSElPbospbate buffer + NaCIIAgCI;Ag (C)

in which a Corning sodium electrode No. 476210 was used. The
emf of cclls A and B was measured by a Hewlett-Packnrd digital
voltmeter Model 3460B and that of cell C by a Corniog pH meter
Mode11l2.

RESULTS
The measurements of cell A were all standardized by a

parallel measurement of the emf of tbe cell containing tbe
NBS pbosphate solution with 1:3.5 buffer ratio; its composition
is KH,PO, (0.008695 m), Na,HPO. (0.03043 m), and iLs ionic
strength is 0.1. Inasmuch as tbe reference emf (Es) was not

always tbe same, the values given in Table I have been
normalized to correspond witb values of 0.2501 and 0.2453 V
for tbe potentials of a 3.5 M calomel electrode at 25 and 37
DC, respectively (see p 327 of ref. 9). Otber pbosphate buffer
solutions were prepared eitber by adding NaCI to tbis solution
t.o raise the ionic strengt.h or by diluting this solution before
addition of NaCI. Tbe buffer ratio 1:3.5 was always main­
tained. Tbe compositions are identified by listing separately
tbe contributions of the buffer mixture and NaCI to tbe total
ionic strength. Tbus, "0.06 phosphate, 0.1 NaCI" (or simply
"0.06 P, 0.1 NaCl") signifies a solution in which the 1:3.5
phosphate buffer contributes 0.06 to tbe ionic strength, while
tbe added NnCI contributes 0.1. As this is six-tentbs of tbe
ionic strengtb of the NBS standard phospbate solution, tbe
molalities of tbe phosphate snits are evidently 0.005217
(KH,PO,) and 0.018258 mol kg , (Na,HPO,) and that of NaCI
is 0.1 mol kg-'.

Tbe structures of Tris, TES, and HEPES are as follows:

CH.OH
HOCIl.-C-CH_OH Tris

. NH: .

II'
I

(CH,OH),C-N-CH,CH,SO, - TES
I
H

C,H, Ii'
I \I

1I0C,lI,-N N-C,H,SO,- HEPES
\ I

ClH'1

The buffer solut.ions st.udied had the follO\\'ing compositions,
where the figures in parenthesis nre molalities:

1:3 Tris: Tris·Hel (0.05), Tris (0.01667), NaCI (0.11)
1:1 TES: TES (0.04), NaTES (0.04), NaCI (0.12)
1:2 TES: TES (0.02), NaTES (0.04), NaCI (0.12)
1:2 HEPES: HEPES (0.02), NaHEPES (0.04), NaC! (0.12)
The measurements of cells without liquid junction (type

B) were more extensive tban tbose of cell A. TES buffers
(TESjNaTES of 1:1 and 1:2) and HEPES buffers
(HEPESjNaHEPES of 1:2) were studied at several molalities
over the temperature range 5 to 50°C, always with NaCI
added to maintain an ionic strength of 0.16. Similar mea­
surements were made with the phosphate-chloride mixture
designated 0.061'+0.1 NaCI. 1'0 conserve space, only the emf
at 25 and 37°C for one solution of each series is given in Table
II. (Data at tbe other temperatures are available in microform;
see final paragrapb of paper.) In addition, emf measur.menLs
of cell, of type B containing otber pbospbnte-cbloride solutions
and the Tris-chloride buffer were made at 25 and 37°C and
arc included in Table II. Tbe results from tbese latter
measurements were in excellent accord ''''ith those of Durst
and Staples (2).

TREATMENT OF DATA

Operational pH values were calculated by Equation I from
the data of Table I. In each case, the reference solution was
the NBS "blood buffer", KH,PO, (0.008695) + Na,HPO.
(0.03043 mol kg-'). Altbougb pH(S) values for this reference
solution bave been determined for tbe lot, of pbospbate salts
used here, an independent check was made using the data for
cells without liquid junction as given in Table II. Tbe
procedure, which employed the emf for solutions of tbe blood
buffer containing 0.01, 0.02, 0.04, and 0.06 m NaCI, bas been
set forth elsewbere (9). Figure I is a plot of p(aH"YC')' defined
by

(E - £O)F
p(a,,"Ye,) == RT In 10 + log me, (2)
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Table I. Electromotive Force of Cen. of Type A: Hg;Hg,C1" 3.6 M KClIIBuffer SoIn.IH,(g, 1 atm);I't, at 26

bufCer, ionic liucngth t 1 NaCI,! -Eu pH,25·C -En pH,37·C

phosphate 0.1· 0 0.6885 (7.411)b 0.6999 (7.387)b
phosphate 0.1 0.02 0.69779 7.353
phosphate 0.1 0.04 0.69588 7.322
phosphate 0.1 0.06 0.68242 7.308 0.69397 7.291
phosphate 0.08 0.08 0.68159 7.294 0.69324 7.279
phosphate 0.06 0.10 0.68082 7.281 0.69250 7.267
phosphate 0.04 0.12 0.67988 7.265 0.69151 7.251
0.02 TES 0.04 0.12 0.70644 7.714 0.70702 7.503
0.04 NaTES
0.04 TES 0.04 0.12 0.68869 7.414 0.68862 7.204
0.04 NaTES
0.02 HEPES 0.04 0.12 0.70939 7.764 0.71490 7.631
0.04 NaHEPES
0.05 Tris·HCI 0.05 0.11 0.70472 7.685 0.69951 7.381
0.01667 Tris

o Each phosphate buffer was composed of KH 1PO. and NaJHPO. in the mole ratio 1:3.5. b Reference values.

Table II. Electromotive Force of Cells of Type B: Pt;H,(g, 1 atm)IBuffer SoIn.IAgCI;Ag, at 25 and 37 ·C, in Volta

buffer. ionic strength, I NaCI,! E" pH(S), 25·C En pH(S), 37·C

phosphate 0.1 0.02 0.76675 7.385 0.77917 7.360
phosphate 0.1 0.04 0.74775 7.360 0.75945 7.334
phosphate 0.1 0.06 0.73644 7.339 0.74768 7.314
phosphate 0.08 0.08 0.72860 7.331 0.73950 7.306
phosphate 0.06 0.10 0.72232 7.323 0.73295 7.297
phosphate 0.04 0.12 0.71723 7.315 0.72769 7.290
0.02 TES 0.04 0.12 0.74340 7.758 0.74276 7.535
0.04 NaTES
0.04 TES 0.04 0.12 0.72560 7.457 0.72429 7.235
0.04 NaTES
0.02 HEPES 0.04 0.12 0.74619 7.805 0.75051 7.661
0.04 NaHEPES
0.05 Tris·Hel 0.05 0.11 0.73529 7.746 0.72849 7.427
0.01667 Tris

E· ~ 0.22242 E· = 0.21440

Table III, Operational pH Values Calculated by Equation 1 from the emf of Cell A va. Phosphate-Chloride Standard
Reference Solutions at 25 and 37 °c

standard reference solution

NBS O.IP • O.lP • O.IP + 0.08P + 0.06P • 0.04P +
buffer solution O.lpe 0.02NaCI 0.04NaCI 0.06NaCI 0.08NaCI 0.10NaCI 0.12NaCI pHIS)

25·C
0.02 TES, 0.04 NaTES, 0.12 NaCI 7.714 7.745 7.751 7.756 7.764 7.758
0.04 TES, 0.04 NaTES, 0.12 NaCI 7.414 7.445 7.451 7.456 7.464 7.457
0.02 HEPES, 0.04 NaHEPES, 0.12 NaCI 7.764 7.795 7.801 7.806 7.814 7.805
0.05 Tris·HCI, 0.01667 Tris, 0.11 NaCI 7.685 7.716 7.722 7.727 7.735 7.746

37 'C

0.02 TES, 0.01 NaTES, 0.12 NaCI 7.503 7.510 7.515 7.526 7.530 7.533 7.542 7.535
0.04 TES, 0.04 NaTES, 0.12 NaCI 7.204 7.211 7.216 7.227 7.231 7.234 7.243 7.235
0.02 HEPES, 0.01 NaHEPES, 0.12 NaCI 7.631 7.638 7.643 7.654 7.658 7.661 7.670 7.661
0.05 Tris·HCI, 0.01667 Tris, 0.11 NaCI 7.381 7.388 7.393 7.404 7.408 7.411 7.420 7.427

(.I P = Phosphate buffer (1 :3.5); the numbers indicate the respective contributions of phosphate buffer and NaCI to the
total ionic strength.

as a function of the molality of NaCI in the phosphate-NaCI
mixture. The intercepts P(UH)'O)· at mCI ; 0, found by linear
regression analysis, were 7.520 at 25 ·C and 7.499 at 37 ·C,
with a mean deviation slightly greater than 0.001 from the
lines drawn. By introduction of the "pH convention" (12)

A[1/2

-log )'CI ; 1 + 1.5 [11 2 (3)

into the identity

pHIS) == p(aH')'C')· + log ')'CI (4)

pHIS) was found to be 7.411 at 25 ·C and 7.387 at 37 ·C.
These values, which differ somewhat from those assigned by

the NBS to these lois (7.415 and 7.392. respectively), were used
in subsequent calculations. The pH derived with their use
appears in the second column of Table III as well as ill Table
I.

If the pH convention set forth in Equation 3 is valid up to
! ; 0.16 (above its intended upper limit of 0,1), one can
calculate pH values for all of the buffer-chloride solutions from
the emf data given in Table II. These values are collected
in Table II and in the last column of Table Ill. The aame
treatment for the solutions of TES and HEPES from 5 to 50
·C yielded the smoothed values summarized in Table IV.
Similar results for the phosphate-chloride solution 0.06 P +
0.1 NaCI are given in Table V. The values derived from cells
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figura 1. Plots of p(BH'Yal for the NBS phosphate "blood buffer" es
a lunc11an of the molality 01 added NaCI

,.~l----r----r----,.-J

° "'"Ml*aJltyofNaa

E(Y) at

25·C 37·C

0.0432 0.0465
0.0540 0.0674
0.0767 0.0814

ionic atrength

phosphate NaCI

o 0.16
0.04 0.12
0.10 0.06

of error in clinical pH measurements can largely be eliminated
by matching the ionic strength of the standard reference
solution to that of the clinical samples. This can be ac,
complished readily by employment of secondary standards.
To achieve results congruent with the primary standard scale,
however, it is necessary to examine the date for cells without
liquid junction and the validity of the convention of Equation
3.

Single Ion Activity Coefficient. Evidence, largely cir­
cumstantial, leads one to believe that pHIS) values derived
from the emf of cell B with the aid of Equation 3 lie close to
the NBS stendard scale, based on the same pH convention.
This reasoning will now be summarized.

The estimated values for the logarithm of the activity
coefficient for chloride ion at 25 ·C resulting from Equation
3 are -0.110 at 1= 0.1 and -0.128 at 1= 0.16. These values
are close to the logarithm of the mean activity coefficient (log
'Y.) of NaCI at I = 0.1 (-0.109) and at I = 0.16 (-0.126). At
37 ·C,log 'YCI at 1= 0.16 is -0.130 from Equation 3, while log
'Y. is -0.128. An inconsistency of the order of 0.02 to 0.04
seems extremely unlikely. Furthermore, the hydration
convention for single ionic activities at high concentrations
(I5) yields a value of -0.130 for log 'YCI in a solution of NaCI
of molality 0.16 mol kg,t.

One expects, of courae, that log 'Y. and log 'YCI in a phos­
phate-NaCI mixture (l = 0.16) will differ from that in 0.16
m NaC!. Furthermore, these quantities will probably vary
linearly with molal composition at this constant ionic strength
(16). In order to estimate the probable change in log 'Y.(NaCI)
when a part of the NaCI is replaced by a phosphate buffer
at a constant ionic strength of 0.16, the sodium glass electrode
(NaISE) was utilized in cells of type C at 25 and 37°C. The
following emf data were obtained:

Tab[e V. Emf and pHIS) Values for the Reference
Solution: KHlO, (0.005217m) + Na,HPO, (0.018258m)
+ NaC! (O.lm) from 5 to 50·C

t, ·C E, V pHIS)

5 0.70500 7.406
10 0.70929 7.379
15 0.71362 7.356
20 0.71795 7.337
25 0.72232 7.323
30 0.72665 7.309
35 0.73106 7.298
37 0.73295 7.297
40 0.73544 7.291
45 0.74001 7.289
50 0.74449 7.287

The standard emf of cell C was derived by use of the known
log 'Y. in the 0.16 m NaClsolution, and the activity coefficient
in the buffer-chloride mixtures was calculated by

(E- EO)F
-log 'Y. = 2RT In 10 + 1/2 log (mN.mCl) (5)

The results, shown in Figure 2, are not of high accuracy.
Those at 37 ·C, in particular, confirm the expectation that
-log 'Y. at 1= 0.16 increases in linear fashion with replacement
of NaCI by buffer. They show that the increase amounts to
about 0.001 in -log 'Y. for each increment of 0.01 in the
contribution of phosphate to the total ionic strength. Thus,
-log 'Yo calculated by the hydration convention for the solution

8.174
8.064
7.957
7.854
7.758
7.664
7.536
7.484
7.398
7.318

7.873
7.763
7.667
7.655
7.457
7.363
7.236
7.183
7.099
7.018

8.072
8.003
7.938
7.873
7.810
7.748
7.664
7.629
7.572
7.616

5
10
16
20
25
30
37
40
45
50

5
10
15
20
25
30
37
40
45
50

5
10
15
20
25
30
37
40
45
50

Table IV. pHIS) Valu.. for TES + NaTES + NaCland
HEPES + NaHEPES + NaC! Buffer Solutio... ([onic
Strenetb 0.16) from 5 to 50 •C

molality of NaTES or NaHEPES

0.02 0.04 0.06

TES/NaTES ~ 1: 2

8.170 8.172
8.060 8.062
7.954 7.956
7.851 7.855
7.755 7.758
7.663 7.662
7.534 7.636
7.482 7.483
7.398 7.399
7.316 7.318

TES/NaTES~ 1:1

7.873 7.872
7.762 7.761
7.666 7.666
7.564 7.654
7.457 7.457
7.362 7.362
7.235 7.235
7.182 7.182
7.100 7.098
7.021 7.017

HEPES/NaHEPES =1:2

8.060 8.066
7.993 7.998
7.927 7.933
7.862 7.868
7.801 7.806
7.741 7.746
7.658 7.661
7.623 7.626
7.667 7.569
7.511 7.614

without liquid junction have been designated pHIS) to dis­
tinguish them from values based on the emf of cell A which
involves a liquid-junction potential.

DISCUSSION

There is reuon to believe that discrepancies of the sort that
appear between column 2 and the last column of Table ill
are the result of an appreciable residual liquid-junction
potential (I3). Mass (I4) is of the opinion that this source
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••+- ....... ~...J. -"""-Figure 2. Variation of the logarithm of the mean aetJvtty coefficlent
of NaCI In phosphale-<:hloride mlxt"es of 1= 0.16. as a function of
composttlon at 25 and 37°C

composed of phosphate (l = 0.06) and NaCI (l = 0.1) should
be higher by 0.006 than the value (0.130) calculated above.
It may be concluded that deficiencies in the estimation of the
activity coefficient of chloride ion are small compared with
the difference of 0.042 at 25 ·C and 0.030 at 37 ·C between
the pH values of this solution derived from cells A and B (see
Tables I and 11.)

Residual Liquid-Junction Potential. We have now
shown that, in all likelihood. the values of pHIS) given in the
last column of Table III lie close to the standard scale defmed
by the NBS primary standards. Thus it is possible to de­
termine the effect of the ionic strength and composition of
the standard on the pH of 'rES. HEPES. and Tris buffers
derived from the emf of cell A by Equation I. For this
purpose. one selects from Tables I and IT corresi'Onding values
of Es and pHIS) for reference phosphate-chloride solutions.
The results of such a calculation are entered in Table lIT. and
the data at 37 ·C are shown graphically in Figure 3. The
horizontal dotted lines indicate the values of pHIS) deter­
mined from cells without liquid junction by applying the
convention set forth in Equation 3.

It is clear that the greater part of the discrep""cy between
the operational pH value from cell A and the conventional
activity pH from cell B is removed by matching the ionic
strength of standard S with that of the unknown sample X.
As far as buffers of TES. HEPES. and Tris with added NaCI
are concerned, some further improvement results from an
increase in the NaCI molality at the expense of the phosphate_
Indeed. a reference standard composed of phosphate (l = 0.06)
and NaCI (l = 0.1) appears to eliminate the residualliq­
uid-junction potential for the TES and HEPES buffers. al­
though a potential difference of about 0.9 mV (0.015 pH unit)
persists for the Tris buffer.

Calculations of residual liquid-junction potentials by the
Henderson equation lead to expected differences (in pH units)
of 0.008 to 0.015 between the NBS blood buffer (I = 0.1) and
solutions with ionic strength 0.16 (13). Using limiting ionic
conductances at 25 ·C when available and estimating those
for HPO..·• TES-. HEPES-, and Tris·H+ from the conduc­
tances of ions of related structures, we fmd the following values
for the potentials across the junction bufferll3.5 M KCI:

buffer solution [Ejo m V

1:3.5 Phosphate 0.1 1.9
P(0.10) + NaCI(0.06) 0.16 1.5
P(0.08) + NaCI(0.08) 0.16 1.4
P(0.06) + N.CI(0.10) 0.16 1.3
P(0.04) + NaCl(0.12) 0.16 1.3
1:lTES(0.04) + NaCI(0.12) 0.16 1.3
1:2TES(0.04) + NaCI(0.12) 0.16 1.3
1:2HEPES(0.04) + NaCl(0.12) 0.16 1.3
1:3Tris(0.05) + NaCI(O.Il) 0.16 0.8

It is evident that the residual liquid-junction potential when
the blood buffer (I = 0.1) is replaced by a TES buffer (l '"
0.16). for example, should not exceed 0.6 mV (0.01 pH unit),
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--FIg"e 3. Effect of the Ionic strength and composIIlon of the relerence
standard on the operational pH values of TES. I£PES. and Trls buller
solutions of ionic strength 0.16 at 37 ·C

whereas the observed differences are three times this figure.
On the other hand, the calculations offer support for the
conclusion that. the residual liquid-junction potential is small
when the pH of TES/NaCI and HEPES/NaCI buffers is
measured with phosphate/NaCI standards of a comparable
ionic strength. As plasma and other clinical media usually
contain NaCI and have an ionic strength near 0.16, the choice
of 0.06 phosphate + 0.1 NaCl, pHIS) = 7.297 at 37 ·C, as a
standard for routine clinical measurements has much to
recommend it. Although this reference solution has a pH
about 0.1 unit lower than that of blood plasma, errors in the
emf/pH slope of commercial glass electrodes are not likely
to introduce any significant error, if adequate temperature
control is provided. Double standardization, above and below
the pH of blood, is possible with the buffers O.04TES +
O.04NaTES + 0.12NaCI. pH(S) = 7.235 at 37 ·C, and 0.02TES
+ 0.04NaTES + 0.12NaCI. pHIS) = 7.535 at 37 ·C. Un­
fortunately. to prepare these buffer solutions, one needs a
standard solution of NaOH. It is worth noting that pH
measurements at 37·C and I = 0.16, based on the NBS blood
buffer (I = 0.1). fall, on the average, 0.03 unit lower than thoae
based on these reference buffers with ionic strength of 0.16.

Finally. the calculations show that the liquid-junction
potential for the Tris buffer at I = 0.16 probably differs
considerably from that of the other buffers studied. Correction'
for the residual liquid-junction potential of 0.5 mV between
O.06P + O.lNaCI and the Tris/NaCI buffer adds 0.008 pH unit
to the values derived from cell A and given in Table IlL The
corrected value of7.419 at 37 ·C still falls short of7.4Z7 found
from measurements of cell B.

The low value of Ej calculated by the Henderson equation
of Tris/NaCl buffers compared with the other buffer solutiona
of the same ionic strength is the result of a larger value of
~c.A0

- ~c+>..·, which, in turn, is caused by the fact that tha
mobility of the Tris·H+ cation is lower than the mobilities of
the cations (Na+, K+l of which the other buffer solutions are
composed. One may attribute the lowered mobility to the high
capability for hydrogen bonding to water afforded by the three
hydroxyl groups of the Tris structure.

Supplementary Material Anilable: Tables (I page)
containing emf data for TES/NaCI and HEPES/NaCloolutiona
over the temperature range 5 to 50 ·C will appear following these
pages in the microfl1m edition of this volume of the journal.
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Photocopies of the supplementary material from this paper or
microfiche (l05 X 148 mm, 24X reduction, negatives) may be
obtained from Business Operations, Books and Journals Division,
American Chemical Society, 1155 16th St., N.W.. Washington,
D.C. 20036. Full bibliographic citation (journal, title of article,
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Differential Pulse Polarographic Determination of Molybdenum
at Parts-per-Billion Levels

Paula Bosserman and Donald T. Sawyer'

Department of Chemistry. University of California, Riverside. California 92521

Albert L. Page

Department of Soil and Environmental Sciences, University of California, Riverside, California 92521

A new method lor the determination 01 molybdenum attrace
levels has been developed, which 15 based on the electro­
chemical reduction 01 dloxobls(8-qulnollnolato)molybde­
num(VI). The complex Is lormed and extracted Irom the
sample matrix Into chlorolorm prior to It6 reduction at -1,08
V v.. SeE In dimethyl lormamJde. Only tungsten co-exlracts
and " does nollnl8f1ere with the analysis. A Unear calibration
curve Is obtained lor Ihe concentration range Irom 0.1 I'M (9.6
ppb) to 100 I'M (9.6 ppm). The method has been applied to
pIanl samples that have been grown on fly-ash amended 6OIJs.

Numerous analytical methods have been developed for the
determination of molybdenum (I). Among the most common
are the spectrophotometric analysis of Mo(SCNh (2) and
flameless atomic absorption spectrometry (3). Although these
methods are reasonably sensitive, they are subject to numerous
interferences. Other sensitive methods for the determination
of molybdenum include neutron activation analysis and x·ray
fluorescence spectrometry. The detection limit for neutron
activation analysis is several nanograms for a ID-h irradiation
with a flux of 1013 neutrons cm-2 S-1 (4). A detection limit of
72 ng of molybdenum has been reported for x·ray fluorescence
6pectrometry (4). Both of these methods require the use of
elaborate and often unavailable in6trumentation. Further·
more, sensitive neutron activation methods for molybdenum
require long irradiation times. A method based on the EPR
spectrum of Mo(V) (5) is a variant of the Mo(SCN). spec­
trophotometric procedure. Although it i6 6en6itive, the reo
6ponse is nonlinear and provides poor precision. Inductively

coupled plasma emission spectroscopy also offers 8 sensitive
method of molybdenum analysis with a detection limit of 5
ng/mL (4). This method also is subjcct to matrix interfer­
ences.

Several polarographic methods for the determination of
molybdenum have been developed. These include Mo(VI)
by anodic stripping vol~,mmetryat mercury (6) and graphite
(7) electrodes. In both cases, thc limit of detection is 5 I'M.

The sensitivity oi molybdenum determinations can he
enhanced by the use of solvent extraction to both isolate and
concentrate molybdenum complexes. Molybdenum(\'!) forms
an especially useful complex with 8-quinolinol (8-hydroxy·
quinoline, oxine, HQ) in acidic solution which can be
quantitatively extracted into chloroform (8). This complex
also can be extracted into isobutyl methyl ketone and ethyl
acetate (9). Polaro~raphic studies have estaulished that the
bis(B-quinolinolato)molyhdenum(VI) complex has a reduction
half-wave potential at -0.30 V \'5. a Hg pool in isobutyl methyl
ketone and ethyl acetate, and at -0.46 V vs. a Hg pool in
chloroform. The voltammetric uehavior of the Mo(VI)-8·
quinolinol complex in dimethyl sulfoxide at a platinum
working electrode has been described (10). A quasi· reversible
peak at-1.15 V vs. SCE is observed for the complex, and free
ligand is not reduced in this system at potentials less negative
than - 1.95 V vs. SCE.

Differential pulse polarography has been demonstrated to
be a sensitive voltammetric method for the anaJysis of many
trace metals. Although most differential pulse polarographic
methods have been developed for aqueous media, the se·
lectivity and preconcentration of solvent extraction has led
to the present study. This has resulted in a method for the
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determination of the Mo(Vl) oxine complex in aprotic oolventa
that is rapid, selective, and sensitive to trace levels of mo­
lybdenum in biological matrices.

EXPERIMENTAL
Apparatus. Differential pulse polarograms were obtained by

use of a Princeton Applied Research Model174A Polarographic
Analyzer using a three-electrode system, and a Hewlett-Packard
Model 7040A X-Y recorder. The electrochemical cell consisted
of a loo-mL electrolytic beaker and a Leeds and Northrup
polyethylene electrochemical cell top. The cell top had provision
for inserting a dropping mercury electrode, which was used as
the working electrode, a reference electrode, an auxiliary electrode,
a bubbler used to deaerate the solutions with argon, and a short
piece of glass tubing used to now argon over the cell while the
polafograms were recorded.

A tapered dropping mercury electrode capillary tube was
connected to 8 mercury reservoir by means of Tygon tubing.
Inserted in the tubing was a platinum wire contact which had been
sealed in soft glass. A Princeton Applied Research Model 174/70
drop knocker was used to obt.nin reproducible drop times. The
reference electrode consisted of 8 silver wire coated with Hilver
chloride in a Pyrex tube closed with an unfired Vycor tip. The
electrode was filled with a solution of tetramethylammonium
chloride with the concentration adjusted such that the electrode
potential was 0.00 V vs. SeE. The auxiliary electrode was a
platinum flag sealed in soft glass. Neither an auxiliary com·
partrnent nor a Luggin capillary was used. A Leeds and Northrup
pH meter equipped with a Broadly James Corp. combination pH
electrode was used for aU pH measurements.

Reagents. Dioxobis(8-quinolinolato)molybdenum(VI)
(MOIVO,Q,) was prepared by the method of Ishell (10) The
product was filtered and washed three times wit!1 methanol. It
was then dried under vacuum for four days and stored under
vacuum. Stock solutions of 1.00 x 10-3M MoV10,Q, in dimethyl
sulfoxide (DMSO), propylene carbonate (PC), and dimethyl
formamide (DMF) were prepared by use of Burdick and Jackson
"distilled in glass" solvents. All of the electrochemical studies
made use of these solvents. Tetra·n-butylammonium perchlorate
was obtained from Frederick Smith Chemical Company and was
used as the supporting electrolyte. Stock solutions of Mo(VI) were
prepared by dissolving in distilled wate.. Mallinckrodt ammonium
molybdate «NH.),M",O,.·4H,O) which hsd been dried for 2 h
at 110 °C. A 1% solution of B.quinoJinol in chloroform was made
by use of Matheson, Coleman, and Bell 8-quinolino! and Mal­
linckrodt reagent grsde chloroform. Stock solutions of EDTA
were prepared by dissolving J. T. Baker Na,H,EDTA in distilled
water. Bethlehem triple distilled instrument grade mercury was
used for the dropping mercury eltctrode.

Procedure. The differential pulse polarogram WQS recorded
between an initial potential of -0.80 V and a final potential of
-1.40 V. A scan rate of 2 mVIs was used with a modulation
amplitude of 25 mV. A drop time of I s was obtained by use of
the mechanical drop knocker. The low pa...... filter and the noise
filter on the mechanical drop knocker were left off. Calibration
curves were prepared by the addition of MOV10 2Q2 to a cell that
contained 50 mL of solvent with 0.1 M TBAP as supporting
electrolyte. For some of the differential pulse polarograms 20
.uL of concentrated acetic acid was added to the cell solution. Prior
to the polarographic analysis the cell solutions were degassed for
5 min with argon.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Molybdenum in the form of the dioxobis(8-quinolinola­

to)molybdenum(Vl) complex (MoVIO,Q,) can be determined
effectively by differential pulse polarography in a dimethyl
formamide (DMF) solvent system. Figure I illustrates the
differential pulse polarograms for 0.1 I'M and 1.0 I'M
Mov'O,Q, in DMF. The peak current at -1.08 V vs. SCE is
directly proportional to the concentration of molybdenum,
as illustrated by the calibration curves of Figure 2. The
response is linear from 0.1 I'M to 100 I'M molybdenum if the
sample solut.ion contains 7 I'M acetic acid.

Selection of Solvent. Because the Mo(V1) oxine comple~

is reasonably 60Iuble in dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO) and this
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represented a solvent with known electrochemistry for the
complex (10), DMSO received first consideration for the
determination of molybdenum. For a DMSO solvent with 0.1
M tetra-n·butylammonium perchlorate (TBAP) as the
supporting electrolyte the detection limit for MoVIO,Q. is 1
I'M. However, the calibration curve is not linear because of
the appearance of a doublet peak at concentrations of mo­
lybdenum above 18 I'M. Below this concentration, MoYI().Q.
is reduced at a peak potential of -1.04 V va. SCE. and for
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Table L Anl1ytlcal and Extraction Efficiency for
Molybdenum aa MoV10,Q, from an AqueoIU Solution
of (NH.l.Mo,O,.. 4H,O

",mol added J.'mol found % recovery

concentrations above 80 ~M the romplex is reduced at-l.lO
V.

Propylene carbonate also received consideration as a solvent
system. With it and 0.1 M TBAP as the supporting elec­
trolyte. linear calibration curves are cbtained for the con·
centration range from 0.5 ~M to 100 ~M Mov'O,Q,. Peak
splitting does not occur within the concentration cange.
However, the quality of the Burdick and Jackson propylene
carbonate was highly variable. A contaminant often appeared
with a reduction peak at -1.09 V. Vacuum distillation did
not result in a significant improvement.

The deficiencies of OMSO and prupylene carbonate
prompted us to try dimethylformamide (OMF) as a solvent
for the determination of Mov'O,Q,. In OMF with 0.1 M
TBAP as the supporting electrolyte, the detection limit for
molybdenum is 0.2 ~M. For these conditions, the calibration
curves Brc not linear because of the same peak splitting'
phenomenon that is observed in OMSO. The addition of a
small amount of concentrated acetic acid to the cell solution
(about 7 ~M) eliminates this problem at all concentrations
and results in linear calibration curves. Addition of acetic acid
increases the peak current for Mu\'I02Q2 at all concentrations
and causes the reduction peak potential to be stable at -1.08
V vs. SCE. Figure 3 illustrates the effect of acetic acid
concentration on the peak current for the Mo(V!)-oxine
complex in OMF.

Quality of Extraction. To test the extraction procedure,
known amounts of ammonium molybdate have been extracted
from distilled water according to the method of Morrison and
Freiser (8). To a beaker that contains known amounts of
ammonium molybdate in approximately 50 mL of distilled
water is added 5 mL of 0.02 M EOTA solution. The solution
is diluted to about 100 mL and the pH adjusted to pH 1.55
by use of concentrated NaOH and 3 M HC!. The solution
is then transferred to a 250-mL separatory funnel and ex­
tracted twice by shaking for 2 min with lO-mL portions of a
I % solution of 8-quinolinol in chloroform. The chloroform
layer is then transferred to an electrochemical cell, and the
chloroform removed by evaporation at room temperature.
Next, 10 mL of OMF that contains 1 mmol of TBAP and 0.07
mmol of acetic acid is added to the cell. The differential pulse
polarogram is recorded after the solution is deaerated with
argon for 5 min, and the peak current compared to the
calibration curves to determine the percent recovery. Table

a
1.0 x 10-'
6.0 x 10-'
1.0 x 10-'
6.0 x 10-'
1.0 x 10-'
6.0 x 10-'

a
1.2 x 10-'
6.1 x 10-'
1.1 x 10-'
4.9 x 10-'
1.1 x 10-'
4.6 x 10-'

120
102
no

98
no

92 [Ho'"'l·
Fillur. 3, Dependenca of peak current for the reduction of Mov'<>,O,
In DMF (0.1 M TBAP) as a function of the concentration of acetic acid

I summarizes the results. Theoretically, 99% of the mo­
lybdenum should be extracted.

Applications. The differential puL", polarographic method
has been applied to the determination of molybdenum in
plants that have been grown on ny-ash amended soils. Two
types of plant materials, alfalfa and fescue, have been analyzed
by use of a combustion procedure. Approximately 2.5 g of
air-dried pJant material ure placed in Vycor crucibles and
dry-ashed in a muffle furnace at 550°C for 8 h. (Attempts
to wet-ash plant samples failed because of incomplete oxi­
dation of the organic matter.) After ashing, the samples are
allowed to cool to room temperature. The ash is then dissolved
in 3 M hydrochloric acid and diluted to exactly 50 mL with
3 M hydrocWoric acid. Occasionally, a small amount of residue
does not dissolve in the acid. In t.hese cases, the sample is
centrifuged until all of the particulate matter is separated from
the bulk of the solution. For the purposes of evaluating the
procedure, each dry-ashed and dissolved sample has been
divided into two portions to test for interferences and percent
recovery. Ten-mL aliquots of each portion have been ex­
tracted by the previously-described procedure. One of these
is analyzed by the differential pulse polarographic procedure.
Then, by means of the standard addition method, the sample
is spiked with a known amount of MO\'IO:!Q2 and reanalyzed
for molybdenum. The results confirm that the reduction
current only is due to the presence of molybdenum and that
interferences are not extracted. These results are in accord
with the expectation that only the molybdenum and tungsten
oxine complexes are extracted into chloroform at pH 1.55.

The second portion of sample solution has been extracted
and analyzed in the usual manner except that, before ex­
traction, a known amount of ammonium molybdate has been
added to the sample solution to determine the efficiency of
the extraction process.

The results are summarized in Table" and are compared
to the results that are obtained by the Mo(SCNl, spectro­
photometric method (J n. The differential pulse polarographic
method provides a sensitive, selective means for t.he deter­
mination of trace levels of molybdenum in environmental
samples. By use of a solvent extraction cleanup, interferences
are excluded from the electrochemical solution. The latter
has a detection limit of 0.1 ~M Mo(V!) oxine; a linear peak

Table 11. Determination of Molybdenum in Plant Samplea

molybdenum content

sample

fescue 1
fescue 2
alfalfa 1
alfalfa 2
alfalfa 3

differential pulse
polarography,

ppm

6.6
1.7
6.6
2.1
6.0

standard addition.
differential pulse

polarography I

ppm

6.6
1.7
4.8
2.4
4.3

spectrophoto­
metry, ppm

6.2
2.4
6.1
1.6
2.7

extraction
efficiency, %

94
100
112

96
97



current response is obtained up to concentrations of 100 #!M.
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DIl'erentlal pulse polarography was applied to analyze 'or
phenylarslne oxide (PAO) In aqueous solutions at different pH
values. Optimization 0' the lnatrumental arillacts resulled In
a detection IImll 0' 10-" M PAO at pH 7.3, a relative 8tandard
deviation 01 1.7%, and a maximum senslllvily 0' 450 IlAlmM
PAO, The polarographic reduction 0' phenylarslne oxide was
'ound to be pH dependent, Cycle vollammetry and couIometry
were used to characterize the electrode proce88,

Several studies have been reported on the polarographic
reduction of organic arsenic species (1-5), This interest is the
result of the use of these compounds as herbicides (6) as well
as the fact that organic arsenic compounds may be produced
from inorganic arsenic by natural biological processes (7),

The determination of inorganic arsenic by differential pulse
polarography (DPP) (8) and differential pulse anodic stripping
voltammetry (9) has been reported previously, The po­
larographic reduction of dimethylar9inic acid and methyl·
arsonic acid has also been reported (3), Bess et al, (4) studied
the DPP of a series of alkylarsonic and dialkylarsinic acids
below pH 2, They found the peak potentials were pH de·
pendent, shifting to more anodic values at lower pH values,
Recently, Bess et al, (5) reported on the DPP of aromatic
arsonic and arsinic acids, They found peak potentials as well
as peak currents were pH dependent below pH 2,

Phenyl arsonic acid and phenyl arsonous acid were studied
extensively by Walson and Svehla (1, 2) using dc polarography
at a DME, They suggested that phenylarsine oxide (PAO)
existed in aqueous solution as phenyl arsonous acid and the
diffusion current was pH independent. Unfortunately, ahove
pH 2 their waves were poorly formed and exhibited broad
maxima, No data were presented above this pH, and most
of the work was carried out in 0,1 M HCI at concentrations
below 1 X 10-4 M, where PAO showed two main reduction
processes, The half·wave potentials were shown to ba pH
dependent as the reduction processes became increasingly
irreversible with increasing pH, A reaction scheme for PAO

in 0,1 M HCI was proposed, where the reduction product
reacts with the electroactive species with the formation of an
insoluble polymeric product, The first wave was attributed
to the reduction of PAO to phenylarsine, where each mole of
phenylarsine comhines with an additional two moles of PAO
to form the insoluble polymeric product, The second wave
was due to an increase in tbe fraction of PAO molecules that
undergoes reduction to phenylarsine and a decrease in the
fraction of PAO molecules that reacls with the phenylarsine.
At this wave there is a net increase in the average number of
electrons consumed per molecule of PAO, Further information
on the reaction schemes can be found in their original article,

PAO is used as a titrant for the direct and indirect de·
termination of residual chlorine and ozone in water and
wastewater (10), Preliminary investigations on the direct
measurement of PAO by DPP indicate that this technique
is a promising method for lowering the detection limits in the
indirect measurement of these oxidants (11), Since the control
of pH is a necessary consideration in free and combined
chlorine analysis with PAO (10,12) as well as the stability and
measurement of ozone (10, 13), an investigation of the effect
of pH on the DPP of PAO was mandatory.

In the following discussion we describe the DPP behavior
of PAO and suitable conditions for analysis, For the purpose
of analytical method development, the effect of pH on the
reduction of PAO was investigated, and the reduction was
shown to have strong pH dependence, This i8 in contrast to
earlier fmdings by Watson and Svehla (1, 2), emphasizing the
need for a better understanding of the reduction processes,
In addition to investigating the reduction processes, we have
optimized instrumental artifacts (14) for the DPP technique,
resulting in a highly reproducible analysis of PAO whose
sensitivity is pH dependent,

EXPERIMENTAL

ApparatUJ. A Princeton Applied Research,lnc, (PAR) Model
174 Polarographic Analyzer and a Model174/SO drop timer were
used, A PAR Model 175 Universal Voltage Programmer was used
for cyclic voltarometry, Temperature studies were conducted using
the PAR Model 9350 water jacketed cell with a Haake Tp..42
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Figure 1. DC and DP polarograms 01 2.57 X 10-' MPAO at pH 1.8

Table L Constant Ionic Strengtb Buffe.., p = 0.025

FIg..e 3. Cyclic voltammograms of PAO at an HMOE. [PAO] = 2.50
X 10--' M; scan rato = 200 mV/s; HM)E area = 2.22 mm'; p = 0.025;
pH 4.7

Figuro 2. DPP 01 PAO at various pH valuas. iPAO) = 3.08 X 10-'
M; scan rate = 2mV/s; drop time = 2 s; pulse amplitude = 100 mV:
ionic strength (;<) = 0.025

and C approach equal height. Better resolution could not be
obteined with decreases in scan rate (0.5 m VIs) or smaUer
modulation amplitudes (5. 10,25 mY). The pH dependence
of the current is inconsistent with the results reported by
previous investigators (I, 2). It is apparent that the pH
dependence is not an artifact of DPP since Tast polarograms
exhibit the same behavior. To determine if this behavior is
characteristic of a DME unly, an investigation of the
mechanism of reduction of PAD by stationary electrode
voltammetry and coulomctry \\'8S initiated.

Voltammetry. The voltemmetric behavior of PAD at an
HMDE was investigated to aid in the resolution of the re­
duction processes. The experimental data reported below are

uncorrected for spherical diffusion, charging current, or I/,J'i
decay of reduction current.

Cyclic voltammograms were obtained for 2.5 X 10--' M PAD
at a pH of 4.7 and are shown in Figure 3. It can be seen from
this series of voltemmograms that peak E represents the
oxidation of the product of process A and peak D represents
the oxidation of the product of process Band C.

In cyclic voltammetry, t.he mechanism of an electrode
reaction can be studied by analyzing the variation of the
experimental data with changes in the scan rate, concentration,

hufler composition

HCI-HC,H,O,-KCI
HC,H.O,-NaOH-KCI
Na,HPO.-KH,PO.
H"BO,-Na,B..O,
NaHCO.-Na,CO,
NaOH-HCI-KCI

pH

1-4.8
4.8-5.2
6.3-7.6
8.3-8.9

10.5
12

constant temperature recirculating water bath. Coulometric
experiments were performed with 8 PAR Model 379 coulometer
and Model 377 cell system using a mercury pool electrode and
5 mL of electrolyte. Current was recorded on either 8 Houston
Omnigraphic Model 200 X·Y recorder or a Honeywell Model 194
strip chart recorder.

A double Vycor junction Agj Agel reference electrode y.1th a
potential of -40 mV vs. SCE was used for all experiments. A
platinum wire was used as the counter electrode. A Metrohm
E-410 HMDE was used for cyclic voltammetry. and a DME with
a natural drop time of 3 s at 49.5 em with a now of 3.05 mg/s was
used for all poIarograms unless otherwise stated.

Reagents. All chemicals were reagent grade and used without
further purification. Triple distilled mercury was used throughout
All water was passed through mixed bed ion-exchange resins and
triple glass distilled. Constant ionic strength buffers were prepared
according to Perrin and Dempsey (15) and are given in Table I.
Stock PAD solution (2.5 X 10-3 M) was prepared according to the
standard method (10).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

As a preliminary examination, a de polarogram of 2.5 X 10-'
M PAO at pH 1.8 was run and is shown in Figure I. The
DPP polarogram of the same solut.ion is also given for
comparison. Since Triton-X 100 and a high degree of damping
were used to obtain the de polarogram in Figure I, Tast
polarograms were run for the first reduction wave of 6.25 X

10'" M PAO at pH values 1.8 and 8.7 (p = 0.025) to observe
the effect of pH on the diffusion current and half-wave po­
tential. The diffusion currents were 0.186 pA with an E I/3
of -0.200 V and 0.06 pA with an EI /3 of -0.756 Vat pH 1.8
and 8.7, respectively.

Since our goal was the development of a sensitive technique
for tbe analysis of PAO, further studies required the use of
DPP. Using constant ionic strength buffers (6), 3.08 X 10'"
M PAO was examined throughout the pH range 1.8 to 12.5.
In general, PAO exhibited three reduction peaks, A, B, and
C, with varying pH dependencies, as shown in Figure 2. Two
unresolved peaks, Band C, occurred at the more cathodic
potential. At low pH, peak B predominates; while at high pH
value, peak C predominates. At about pH 4.7, both peaks B



or pH. The peak current function, ip/C,;v is a particularly
useful diagnostic parameter in the evaluation of kinetic effecta
(/7).

Ata concentration of 1.18 X 10-' M PAO and pH 4.7,the
peak current function for A increased by 87% when the scan
rate is increased from 0.1 VIs to 1.0 VIs while that for peak
E decreased by 8%. On increasing the scan rate, peaks B and
C formed a single peak (B) whose peak current function
increased 23% over this scan range while that for peak D
increased 134 %. The peak potentials of peak A and peak B
shifted cathodically 43 mV and 50 mV. respectively, over this
scan range. The fact that cathodic shifts are observed together
with the occurrence of anodic peaks implies that quasi-re­
versible electron transfers are involved in both reduction
processes (/7). On increasing the PAO concentration to 5.76
X 10'5 M from 1.18 X 10" M PAO at a scan rate of 0.2 VIs.
the peak current function decreased 42% for A, 28% for B,
42% for C. and 23% for D. Very few processes other than
adsorption cause the peak current function to both increase
with increasing scan fate and decrease with increasing con­
centration (/B).

A brief investigation. involving film stripping voltammetry,
confirmed the presence of adsorption. At a given PAO
concentration, adsorption and therefore ip increased with
increasing deposition time at a potential of -{l.7 V for peak
E and peak B in subsequent anodic and cathodic stripping
voltammograms, respectively. No effect of the deposition time
was observed on either peak A or Band C in cathodic stripping
voltammograms after deposition at 0.0 V, or on peak D and
E in anodic stripping voltammograms after deposition at -1.2
V (Figure 3E). This implies that the product of p,ocess A is
adsorbed and is reduced in process B.

The diagnostic parameter, i./ie• for product adsorption
should approach unity at low scan rates (diffusion controlled)
and increase at higher scan rates (adsorption controlled). For
reactant adsorption the i.lie ralio should approach unity al
low scan rates and decrease at higher scan rates (lB, 19). It
has already been shown that the product of peak A is ad·
sorbed; however, the i./i, ratio for peak E and A decreased
from 3.1 at 0.1 VIs to 1.5 at 1.0 VIs. Where reactant ad·
sorption has been shown (peak B), the i./i, ratio for peaks
D and B increased from 0.6 to 1.1. The deviation from the
theoretical response could imply that another kinetic com·
ponent such as a coupled chemical reaction could be involved.
In cyclic voltammetric studies of phenylarsonic acid, Bess et
a1. (5) reported that both product and reactant adsorption
could occur depending on the concentration examined. They
also fOWld that the reduction process was not entirely diffusion
controlled and that coupled chemical kinetics did contribute
to the total reduction current.

The occurrence of a pH dependent step involved in the
reduction of PAO is apparent by examination of the peak
current function with changing pH. The peak current fWlction
of A decreased 52% on increasing the pH from 1.2 to 7.6, while
that for peak B decreased 20%. The Ep for peak A shifted
cathodically 0.068 VIpH Wlitand peak B shifted cathodically
0.073 VIpH unit.

These results indicate that the reduction of PAO is probably
the result of stepwise quasi·reversible electron transfers. The
adsorption of the product of the first reduction process
undergoes reduction at the second electron transfer and this
process is further complicated by a pH dependent coupled
chemical reaction.

Coulometry. Exhaustive microcoulometry was performed
in 0.1 M HCIO, and at a pH of 1.8 in the constant ionic
strength buffer. This was done at the dc polarographic
plateaus of each wave in order to determine the number of
electrons involved in the reduction process. Electrolysis of
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2.36 X 10.7 mol of PAO at either -{l.35 V or -{l.5 V at mercury
pool cathode for the first wave was inconclusive because of
unexplainable changes in the background current in the pH
1.8 buffer. In contrast. electrolysis at-{l.35 V in 0.1 M HClO,
gave very reproducible results. permitting calculation of the
number of electrons. Eight replicate experiments of two
different slock solutions performed over a tw<>-<!ay period gave
an average n value of 2.02 with a standard deviation of 0.02.
Electrolysis of three additions of 1.28 X 10" mol and four
additions of 2.36 x 10" mol of PAO in 0.1 M HCIO, resulted
in an average n value of 2.01 with a standard deviation of 0.05.
During these electrolyses. a precipitate was obtained and mass
spectra analysis showed monomeric, dimeric, and trimeric
mass units of (C,HoAs) as well as evidence of higher mass
units. No evidence corresponding to a mass unit of (C,H.­
AS)30 or its fragmentation pattern was observed (l, 2).

Electrolysis on the plateau of the second wave in the pH
1.8 buffer for seven replicate experiments for 2.36 X 10-7 mol
of PAO resulted in a value for n of 3.92 ± 0.05. In 0.1 M
HClO., electrolysis of 2.36 x 10-7 mol of PAO for seven ex­
periments gave a value of 3.96 ± 0.08 for n. NOllrecipitate
was observed unlilthe solution was allowed to stand exposed
to air.

Electrolysis at -0.35 V in 0.1 M HCIO, followed by elec­
trolysis at -{l.8 V for 2.36 X 10.7 mol of PAO resulted in 2
electrons per molecule at -{l.35 V and another 1.6 electrons
per molecule at -{l.B V. These results confirm the stepwise
reduction mechanism indicated earlier by cyclic voltammetry.
The fact that a total of only 3.6 electrons were found instead
of 4 may be explained by adsorption of the insoluble product
on the cell or electrodes. thereby preventing contact with Ibe
mercury. After electrolysis at -{l.35 V, a differential pulse
polarogram was scanned between +0.1 and -1.0 V and neither
peak A or peak B was observed. The absence of peak B is
due to the adsorption of the product of A on the mercury pool
cathode.

A potential of +0.1 V was applied to the mercury pool. after
electrolysis at -{l.35 V. and a large anodic current now was
observed. A differential pulse polarogram was subsequently
run and the reappearance of peak A and peak B was observed.
This indicates that the product of the first electroD transfer
can be oxidized back to PAO and may represent the cyclic
voltammetric peak E.

No DPP peaks were observed after electrolysis at -{l.8 V
followed by electrolysis at +0.1 V. Since cyclic voltammetry
indicated that the second reduction is quasi-reversible, the
product of that reduction must either be involved in irre­
versible chemical reaction or form a gas which is removed from
solution by effusion.

DiffereDtial Pulse Polarography. Effect of Temper­
ature. A common way of investigating the nature of the peak
current of a reduction process is to observe the effect of
temperature. Observing the change in peak curreDts with
temperature can help to evaluate whether kinetic curreDts are
involved. Diffusion controlled currents usually change by less
than 2% per degree, while the effect on kinetic current may
\'ary from 2 to 20% (20).

The change of ip in the temperature range of 20-55 ·C for
all peaks as a function of pH are shown in Table II. These
data indicate that most of the current is diffusion limited.
Nevertheless, some kinetic current component is evident.
which would be expected if a coupled chemical reaction is
involved in the reduction mechanism. Increasing the tem­
perature should decrease the peak height of adsorptioD
controlled process; yet some adsorption processes can be
diffusion controlled (21). Therefore, the temperature coef­
ficients are Dot inconsistent with the adsorption observed by
vollammetry.
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Table II. Polarographic Characteriatica of PAO

peak

pH

1.8-3.8
4.7-6.8

1.8
7.6
8.9

A B C

protons/electron
1.1 1.1
1.8 2.00

%tdp/~OC

+0.6 +4.2
-1.0 +4.0
+0.5 + 1.1

1
- -10
'i.
?
:-oa

,
"

w·

,
'"

:;zoo

Figure 5. Dependence of peak currents and peak potentials on pH
for peaks Bend C. IPAO] = 3.08 X 10-" M; scan rete = 2 mV/s;
drop time = 2 s; pulse amplitude 100 mV; ~ = 0.025

Figure 4. Dependence of peak current and peak potential for peak
A on pH. IPAO] = 3.04 X 10-" M; scan rate = 2 mV/s; drop time
= 2 s; pulse emplhude = 100 mV; ~ = 0.025

Effect of pH. PEAK A. The relationship between i p and
pH is shown in Figure 4 for peak A. The inflection point of
this curve occurs at about pH 7.6. The plot of Ep vs. pH is
also shown in Figure 4 and exhibits regions of pH dependence
and independence. Linear regression analysis of the pH
independent and dependent regions with solution of the
appropriate equations results in a point of intersection at pH
7.6. The number of protons per electron (P/n) involved in
the rate determining step can be determined from the slope
of the line for the pH dependent region using the following
equation:

RT P
E p = canst - F ~ pH

The calculated values of P /n ratios are shown in Table 11.
PEAKS B AND C. Figure 5 illustrates the dependency of ip

on pH for both peaks B and C. In the pH range 4 to 7, the
measurement of peak currents and peak potentials was
difficult due to the lack of peak resolution. The inflection
point of the rising portion of the curve for peak C is ap­
proximately at pH 7.6. Above pH 10.3, no data were obtained
because the peak coincided with the cathodic limit of the
electrolyte.

The effect of pH on Ep for peaks B and C is also illustrated
in Figure 5. Within the pH range where peak C could he
distinguished from peak B (above pH 3.8), the effect of pH
on Ep for C is the same as observed earlier for peak A. Using
the aame data analysis procedure, the lines of the pH in­
dependent and dependent regions were found to intersect at
pH 7,6. The P/n ratios for Band C are given in Table II.

PEAK AREAs. The peak areas of A and the double peak,
B plus C. measured with a planimeter, are expressed in

Flgur. B. Peak areas as a function of pH. [PAO] = 3.08 X 10-' M;
scan rate::: 2 mVIs: drop time ;;; 2 s; pulse amplitude = 100 mV;
IJ. ::: 0.025; 110 = microcoulombs

microcoulombs and illustrated in Figure 6 as a function of pH.
The inflection point in the curve for peak A occurs at a similar
pH to that reported above. These data correlate well with
the pH dependence exhibited by the peak current functions
of cyclic voltammetry. The DPP peak area of A decreased
52% over the pH range 1.2 to 7.6 while the cyclic peak current
function of A decreased 52% over the same pH range. The
area of Band C decreased 17% and the peak current function
of B decreased 20%. This indicates that the mechanisms of
reduction at an HMDE are similar to that of a DME.

In the pH independent range of 1.8 to 6.8, the ratio of the
area of peak A to peak B plus C is 1.00 with a standard
de\;ation of 0.007. In DPP, the increase in current at peaks
Band C represents the difference in electron flow rate between
that at A and that at Band C. Since the peak area ratio is
1.00, twice as many electrons flow at B and C than at A. This
is consistent with the coulometric data of 2 electrons per
molecule at A and 4 electrons per molecule at Band C.

Reuersibilily. For DPP, the peak half-width was shown to
be dependent on both the amplitude of the applied pulse and
the reversibility of the reduction process (22). The variation
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H H HO........ OH

@ ©- ~ (@). + 2H,O

It is evident that the coulometric and rna.. spectra findings
in our pAper are not consistent with these mechanisms.

The discrepancy between the number of electrons per
molecule found by Watson and Svehla (I, 2) and our results
possibly reOects the difference in the coulometrie methods
used. They performed a prolonged electrolysis of PAO and
measured the subsequent decrease in wave height, while we
based our interpretation on the exhaustive reduction ofPAO.
The products observed by Watson and Svehla probably
represent intermediates formed in the bulk solution in the
presence of PAO and not in the depleted zone at the electrode.
These products can be further reduced during the exhaustive
coulometry. Thus, the two mechanisms could represent initial
and final states of the electroreduction of PAO.

We observed a pH dependence of the peak currents at a
DME in contrast to the previous investigators (I, 2). The
reason for these differences is not clear. Our pH dependence
has been shown not to be due to an artifact of DPP since Tast
polarograms as well as cyclic vollammograms indicate a similar
behavior. Perhapll the inconsistence can be partially explained
by the fact that Watson and Svehla used solutions an order
of magnitude more concentrated and the dc waves ....re poorly

H()........AS.......
OH

+ 2 ©
((@), -1

H .............H

@
Process I:

HO................OH

©

Process II:

+ 2

Generally, at a pH of 1.8, both peaks A and B increased
linearly over the concentration range 1.23 X 10-1 M to 1.23
X 10-' M.

A brief investigation of higher concentrations resulted in
the same behavior observed by the previous investigators (1,
2). Increasing the PAO concentration to 2.36 X 10" M, the
current function (i.IC) for peak A decreased about 20% while
that for peak B decreased 30%. It was also observed that a
peak 0.08 V cathodic of peak B, assumed to be peak C, started
to appear. At a concentration of 2.36 X 10-3 M, two peaks
situated between peak A and B appeared and the current
functioning for peaks A and B continued to decrease. Peak
C wss now predominant over peak B. Watson and Svehla (1,
2) observed the inhibition of peaks A and B, the predominance
of peak C, and determined that the two additional peaks were
due to adsorption related to the first reduction process. They
also found that the height of peak C was proportional to the
concentration even after the inhibition of B.

R.oduetion Mechanisms. Watson and Svehla found 1.3
electrons per molecule for the first reduction process and 2
electrons per molecule for the second reduction process (I,
2). They proposed the following mechanisms for the reduction
of PAO in 0.1 M HCI based on the identification of the
suspected products and intermediates;

Figure 7. Dependence of peak half width (W 1/2) for peak A on pH.
(PAOI = 3.08 X 10-' M; scan rale = 2 mV/s; drop lime = 2 s; pulse
ampl;lude = 100 mV; ~ = 0.025

in the reversibility of the reduction process for reak A vs. pH
is shown in Figure 7. Smaller values of WI /2 indicate 8 more
reversible electrode process. Results shown in Figure 7 il­
lustrate a change from reversible to irreversible conditions with
increasing pH, and exhibit an inI1ection point at pH 7.6. These
findings can be used to explain the shape of the i.-pH curve
for peak A (Figure 4). At low pH, high i. values are indicative
of a more reversible reduction; while at higher pH, the low
ip values are indicative of 8 less reversible reduction.

The change in the slope of the E.-pH plots reOects this
change of reversibility. At low pH, a P Ian. of 1.1 would result
in an a. of 0.90 and at higber pH a PIun. of 1.8 would give
a. = 0.56. In DPP,using small values for the pulse amplitude
«25 mV) the peak half width (W,/,) is given by the equation;

RT
WII , = 3.52 emF

The value of cr can be evaluated from this equation and 8

comparison can be made between the two reduction processes.
The calculated values for A and B at pH 1.8 using this
equation were 1.4 and 1.1, respectively. Using an n value of
2 for process B, since it represents a change in electron flow
rate, the calculated value of a, is 0.70 and "a is 0.58. These
a values indicate that A is more reversible than B.

The reversibility of the two electrode processes can be
assessed by comparing the experimental and theoretical peak
currents. For a reversible electrode reaction, the peak current
is given hy (23);

i p =nFACrn(~)
~;;( 0+1

where t = the time after pulse application when the current
is measured, a = exp(-t1EnF/2RT>, and ilE = the pulse
amplitude. Substituting n = 2 and assuming a diffusion
coefficient of 1 X 10'" cm'/s (21), an i.IC value of 46.2 ~A/mM
was calculated under the conditions employed (t = 48 ms, A
= 2.89 mm', t1E = 100 mV). The PAR 174 has a tenfold
instrumental gain in the DPP mode. With lhi.. consideration,
our experimental i.IC values of 450 pA/mM for peak A and
362 ~A/mM for peak B at pH 1.8 were actually 45.0 ~A/mM
and 36.2 pA/mM. Obviously peak A correlates more closely
with the reversible theoretical current. It is of interest to note
that ratio of the peak current of A to peak B is 1.2 and the
ratio of aAIaD is 1.2, both indicating the same difference in
reversibility.

Effect of Concentration. Since dc polarography can be used
to determine concentrations of PAO as low as 5 X 10-' M (1,
2), it was decided to limit the major portion of this D~P
investigation to concentrations lower than 2 X 10-' M.
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Watson and Svehla indicate that a 4·electron transfer would
result in the formation of phenylarsine (gas). Therefore, based
on our studies, the reaction path for the second wove would
be as follows:

formed and exhibited broad maxima above pH 2 (1, 2). It is
not unlikely that the reduction mechanisms may change with
concentration or media composition. It IDa)' appear that the
inflection at pH 7.6 observed frequently in our study rep­
resents an apparent pK for PAO. However, the pK value for
PAO was reported to be 11 (24). Therefore, the pH de­
pendence must represent changing reversibility and/or the
effect of coupled kinetics.

Based on our data as well as Watson and Svehla's mech­
anisms, a p05Sible reaction path for the first wave is postulated:

Process I:

MA, mV· T, S v, mVls iple, ~A1rnM

100 2 2 190
50 2 2 78
25 2 2 33

100 1 2 129
100 0.5 2 77
100 2 5 148
100 2 10 99

a MA = pulse amplitude. ., = drop time. u = scan rate.
ip/C = sensitivity.

Table ]11. Variation DC Sensitivity with Instrumental
Paramcten; pH = 7.3, Initial Potential =
-0.350V, ~ = 0.0026

H H

@4,'

~

HO OH

@
Process 118:

or, for a stepwise reduction:

Process lIb:

In consideration of our proposed reduction mechanism, it
would appear that the fact that peak A is inhibited at higher
concentrations while peak C continues to increase proportional
to concentration. would be inconsistent with 8 stepwise re·
duction. However, the adsorption of the product of Process
I is the most probable explanation of the inhibition of peak
A and peak B. Coulometry and vollammetry did show that
the product of Process I can be reduced at Process II.
Therefore, a probable explanation of this observed phe­
nomenon would be that after the product of Process I un­
dergoes reduction (Process lIb) the additional current flow
could be due to the direct reduction of PAO (Process lIa).

Analytical Considerations. DPP. Since the current­
concentration relationships below 2 x 10-5 M PAO are pH
dependent, any analytical methodology involving the DPP of
PAO will require strict pH control. The optimum sensitivity
is obtained by using peak A in the lower pH range. The
variation of the sensitivity with instrumental parameters wa,
investigated over a PAO range of 1.23 x 10" M to 1.23 x 10"
M. At a pH of 7.3 and a natural drop time of 3.4 s, the effect
of pulse amplitude (MAl, artificial drop time (7), and scan
rate (v) on the sensitivity (ip/C) are found in Table III. The
greatest sensitivity for DPP is obtained with the largest drop,
slowest scan rate, and the largest pulse amplitude (14). A
calibration curve prepared using these conditions (See Table
III) over the PAO range of 1.23 x 10-7 M to 1.54 x 10" M
showed a sensitivity of 234 /lA/mM with a relative sLandard
deviation of 1.7% as determined from seven replicates of 1.54
X 10" M PAO. The limit of detection was determined by
dividing three times the background current by the sensitivity

Fig.... 8. Oifferenlial ptAse calhcxic strWklQ voltammetry 01 PAO [PAO)
= 2.36 x 10'" M to 1.18 X 10-7 M; pH 1.2; HMOE area = 2.22 mm ;
.,~ = 30 s; scan rate = 5 mVIs; pulse amplrtude = 50 mV; pulse
Interval = 0.5 s

and was found to be 1.2 x 10-8 M PAO.
As mentioned earlier, this investigation was prompted by

a desire to determine free chlorine in water. The standard
titrimetric method (10) requires a pH range of 6.5 to 7.5 for
the reaction of PAO with the free chlorine. This was the
reason for choosing pH 7.3 for the above work. However, an
even lower detection limit, approximately one-half that at pH
7.3, could be obtained in acidic media.

The analytical performance and versatility of this technique
is being investigated by comparison with standard methods
of analysis for oxidants in a variety of aqueous samples (l1).

Stripping Voltammctry. The fact that the product of
process A adsorbs and undergoes reduction at the second
process at an HMDE suggested the possibility of determining
lower levels of PAO by cathodic stripping voltammetry. A
few experiments were conducted to investigate the analytical
utility of this technique.

The production of the adsorbable species is controlled by
the time that the potential at the HMDE is more cathodic
than the first reduction process, yet more anodic than the
second process. A differential pulse ramp was used because
it often provides higher sensitivity using short deposition
times. Utilizing a deposition time of 30 s at a potential of -0.3
V with an HMDE area of 2.22 mm' in a pH 1.2 buffer, the
cathodic peak current was found to be proportional to the
PAO concentration over the range 2.36 X 10-8 to 1.18 X 10-7

M PAO (Figure 8). Above this concentration range, the peak
current became independent of the concentration. The
sensitivity of the linear range was 3520 /lA/mM. Seven



replicate determinations of 2.36 X 10-· M PAO resulted in a
relative standard deviation of 3.9'70. Utilizing the method of
Skogerboe and Grant (25) and the standard deviation of the
2.36 X 10-· M PAO measurements, a detection limit of 2.3 X
10-9 M PAO was calculated.

The possibility of using the anodic peak E as well as
coulomctric stripping techniques is now under investigation
for determining trace levels of PAO.
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Determination of Ammonia and Other Nitrogen
Compounds by Polarography

J. D. McLean,' V. A. Stenger, R. E. Relm, M. W. Long, and T. A. Hiller

The Dow Chemical Company. Analytical Laboratories, Midland. Michigan 48640

A polarographic procedure Is described for the detennlnallon
01 ammonia and primary amine cGmpounds at levels below
1 ppm. II has been applied to water and brine 8amples and
to reagent testing, where n can replace a dlstllatJon procedure
currenlly employed. The method should also be useful In
monitoring air quality. For reagent tesllng, total nnrogen
Impurilies can be found It nitrate (Including nitrite) Is also
determined polarographically. The determlnallons can be
performed with either a dillerenlial pulse polarographic In­
strument or a recenlly Introduced digital analyzer.

Standard methods (1,2) for the determination of ammonia
nitrogen in water are either colorimetric, based on reaction
with Nessler reagent or phenol and hypochlorite; or poten­
tiometric, based on selective ion electrode procedures. A prior
distillation is generally recommended to eliminate interfering
substances. To determine ammonium compounds 8S im·
purities in chemical reagents (3). distillation followed by
colorimetry with Nessler reagent is also employed. Nitrate
or nitrite in reagents may be included as ammonia if a suitable
reducing material such 85 aluminum or Devarda alloy is
present during the distillation.

It would be advantageous to have another method for
determining ammonia nitrogen, if the method were sufficiently
sensitive and free from interferences so that distillation might
be avoided. The behavior of ammonia at a dropping mercury
electrode (DME) has been investigated by Nyman, Ragle, and
Linde (4). The sensitivity is limited to concentrations above
10-3 M and the half-wave potential is in a region where in·
terferences would be likely. Earlier, Norton and Mann (5)
had studied a polarographic method based upon condensation

of phthalaldehyde with ammonia. Reduction of the aldehyde
wave allows detection of ammonia at 10-' M. but a reaction
time of 3 h or longer is required and, for practical work, a
distillation is considered necessary.

Tur'yan and Zhantalai (6) reported the polarographic
determination of 10-3-10" M ammonium ion based on reaction
with formaldehyde in an acidic buffer. The method was also
applied in determinations of amino acids at the 10-'-10-6 M
level (7,8).

More recently, a differential pulse polarographic method
for ammonia at 50 to 600 ppb in water has been recommended
(9). Ammonia is allowed to react with excess formaldehyde,
forming a reducible condensation product. A high blank,
originally attributed to ammonia in the distilled water used,
prevented extension to lower concentrations. In the present
study, blanks of similar or even higher magnitude were en­
countered and were shown to be caused by an impurity in the
formaldehyde. Purification is accomplished with a cation­
exchange resin. Our tests indicate that with a sufficiently low
blank, ammonia in city water can be detected at 25 ppb. The
method is applicable also to the analysis of brine samples, to
monitoring air quality. and to tbe testing of reagent grade
chemicals.

For completeness in reagent testing for nitrogen compounds,
it is desirable to have a simple polarographic method for
oxidized forms of nitrogen in addition to that for ammonia.
Kolthoff, Harris, and Matsuyama (10) have recommended
6uch a procedure for nitrate, based on the catalytic effect of
uranyl ion in an acid medium. Keilin and Otvos (II) noted
that nitrite responds similarly. Various other elements, in­
cluding several in the rare earth series, can also be employed
to catalyze the electrochemical reduction of nitrate and nitrite.
The literature has been reviewed by Boese, Archer, and

OQ03.2700/78/0350-1309$OI.OO/0 C> 1978 Amorlcan ClloIricel Soc:loty
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O'Laughlin (12), who recommended ytterbium and studied
interferences. In the present paper, conditions suitable for
applying the Kolthoff uranyl procedure to the testing of
several reagent chemicals have been investigated.

EXPERIMENTAL
Reagents. So far fiS possible. the chemicals used were ACS

Reagent Grade. In much of the work reported, 37% fonnaldehyde
was purified by passing lOO-mL portions through 8 1.5 X l().cm
column of cation-exchange resin (Dowex 50 X 8. 50- l(>O mesh,
hydrogen form) which previously had been washed in succession
with lQO-mL portions of methanol, deionized water, and 0.1 M
acetic acid. The first 20 mL of formaldehyde was discarded and
the remainder was stored in 8 bro?ffl glass bottle. Following
conversion of the resin to the H+ form, at least 400 roL of
formaldehyde can be passed through the column before regen·
eration is required. Subsequent tests hove shown that the blank
can be further lowered by a factor of about 2 if the column length
is doubled, and that regeneration with 1 N hydrochloric acid is
effective. Even more simply, the impurity can be lowered still
farther by adding 10 to 50 g of resin to a 1·lb bottle of form­
aldehyde and placing the bottle in a shaker for an hour or allowing
it to stend overnight.

Acetate buffer was prepared by dissolving 10.4 g of sodium
acetate trihydrate and 32 mL of glacial acetic acid in 200 mL of
deionized water. Supporting electrolyte for ammonia or amine
determination was usually prepared by mixing 5 mL each of this
acetate buffer I\Rd prepurified formaldehyde.

The supporting electrolyte for nitrate determination contained
0,45 g of uranyl acetate dihydrate, 4.3 mL of hydrochloric acid,
and 37.3 g of potassium chloride in water to make I L.

All solutions were prepared from water which had been passed
through a Millipore deionization system. Deoxygenation was done
with pre-purified nitrogen.

Apparatus. Polarograms were recorded using 8 Princeton
Applied Research Model 174 Polarographic Analyzer and a
Houston Model 2000 X-V recorder, employing a drop time of I
s, 8 scan rate of2 mVIs, and a modulation amplitude of 50 mY.
The working electrode was dropping mercury, the reference
electrode saturated calomel (SCE), and the counter electrode,
platinum. All experiments were performed at ambient room
temperature, 23 ± I ·C.

Analyses were also performed using a Brinkmann Model
CPA/IS Computing Polarographic Analyzer (which operates as
a de polarograph) and a Metrohm Model E-4JO hanging mercury
drop electrode (HMDE). The drop size was that produced by
a 5-division tum of the micrometer screw (--2.65 mm2 surface
area). The scan range for amine nitrogen was -0.60 to -1.10 V
vs. SCE, at the rate of 60 s/=. Polarograms from this system
were recorded by a Heath-Schlumberger Model SR-255B
strip-chart recorder with a range of I V full scale.

Procedure for Amine Nitrogen. Ten mL of supporting
electrolyte and an appropriate amount of sample are transferred
to a 2b-mL volumetric nask and diluted to volume. The solution
is heated on a steam bath 2.5 min, shaken, and heated an ad­
ditional 2.5 min. Polarograms are recorded after cooling the
solution to room temperature and deoxygenating the cell for 5
min with nitrogen. Blanks (reagents plus pure water) are run
similarly and subtracted. Standards are run separately and
confirmed for each sample system by spiking.

Procedure Cor Nitrate Nitrogen. Five roL of nitrate sup­
porting electrolyte and an appropriate amoWlt of sample are added
to a 2b-mL volumetric flask and diluted to volume. Polarographic
seans ara recorded from -{l.60 to -1.10 V VB. SCE after bubbliog
with nitrogen for 5 min. A similar sample is prepared with the
addition of a known amount of nitrate and scanned. Since the
uranyl ion contributes some current at the potential of interest,
a blank on the electrolyte and water is subtracted. The half-wave
potential is pH dependent, but diffusion currents in this electrolyte
can usually be measured at approximawly -1.0 V VB. SCE. If pH
adjustment is needed, it should be to 2.0 ± 0.3.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Reaction. Ammonium ion reacts with excess formaldehyde

in pH 4 acetate buffer to form an electroactive species which
is reduced at Ell' = -{l.BS V vs. SCE as shown in Figure 1.

.s

.. -

I·]
,y.
f
a '2

Fl;ure 1. DlfferenUal pulse polarogram of ammonia-formaldehyde
reaction product. (A) Blank. (B) 11.3 ~g NH:

The reactions of formaldehyde wit.h ammonium ion have been
reviewed by Walker (13). Werner (14) concluded that the first
step of the reaction in acid solution yields a methylenimine
salt;

CH,O + NH.CI - CH,OHNH,·HCI -
CH,~NH·HCI + H,O (I)

Tur'yan and Zhantalai (6) also indicate that the reaclion
product is methylenimine (or hydroxymethylamine since
formaldehyde is hydrated in aqueous solution). The product
is stable in acid, but hexamethylene tetramine is formed when
the acid is neutralized:

4CH,=NH,HCI + 4NaOH + 2CH,O ;=

(CH,).N. + 4NaCI + 6H,O (2)

Polley, Winkler, and Nichols (I5) confirmed the formation
of hexamethylenetetramine, finding also that the reaction rate
and yield increase with increasing pH. The instrument
manufacturer's literature previously cited (9) suggested that
hexamethylene triamine is formed, but presented no basis for
such a conclusion.

Long ago Plochl (I6) demonstrated that methylamine can
be prepared in a two-step reaction summarized by the
equation:

2CH,O + NH.et - CH]NH"HCI + HCOOH (3)

As will be shown later, ammonia and methylamine behave
somewhat differently in the polarographic method and it does
not appear that the reaction product under our conditions is
methylamine (which would react with excess formaldehyde).
It should also be noted that while our formaldehyde con­
centrations are comparable with those of Plochl, his ammonia
concentrations were about a mi1lion times greater than those
to be determined in the procedure.

In an acetate buffer at pH 4, hexamethylenetetramine
(without added formaldehyde) does not yield a polarographic
wave, indicating that it is not the electronctive species. In
testing for ammonia, the wave height decreases with increasing
pH, which is consistent with Equation 2. Further, the
half-wave potential of the reaction depends upon the hy­
drogen-ion concentration. As shown in Table I, tili,/.IApH
is about -50 mY.

To account for the observed electrochemical reducibility
of the reaction product, it seems likely that a carbon-nitrogen
double bond is present. This would be consistent with
Equation 1. If the active compound is an imine, reduction



Table I. Effeet of pH on Half·Wave Potential of
Ammonia- Formaldehyde Reaction Product
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Table m. Stability of Formaldehyde Solution after
Ion-Exchange Treatment

pH

3.0
4.0
5.0
6.2

E I/~ V5. SeE

- 0.80, 0.01
- 0.85 , 0.01
-0.90, 0.01
- 0.98, 0.01

clasped time, days

o
21
51
82

blank current, ~A

0.058 t 0.006
0.058 , 0,006
0.050, 0.005
0.063, 0.006

Tnblc 11. Repeatability of the [on-Exchange Procedure
for Removing Trace Impurities from Formnldehyde

column
batch length, em

blank current, IJ A

before after

Table IV. Polarographic Determination or Ammonia in
Sodium Chloride Solution (JOO gIL)

ppm NH,
sample present [oundO

a Mean of triplicate determinations by pulse polar­
ography,

Table V. Comparath'c Determination of Ammonia in
Brine by Polarography and Selective Ion Electrode

sample ppm NH)o ppm NH)b

A 10
B 10
C 10
D 10
E 10
F 20

boltle test,
g resin/lb

G 10

(J NA = not analyzed.

n,

0.43, 0.04
0.38, 0.04
NAG
NA
NA
NA

NA

0.058, 0.005
0.048, 0.004
0.064 , 0.005
0.058, 0.005
0.055 , 0.005
0.029 , 0.003

0.021 , 0.003

A
B
C
D
E

0.25
0.35
1.00
1.25
2.00

0.28 t 0.04
0,36 t 0.03
0.92, 0.07
1.25, 0.10
2.05, 0.03

a Pulse polarography. b Average results by ammonia'
selective electrode on single distillates from alkaline
solution. C No distillation-direct electrode determina­
tion.

0.'

1:0.4 -

~

!
i 0.3 1Y.r"----

A
B
C
D
E
F

0.20, 0.03
0.12,0.02
0.22 t 0.03
0.09 t 0.01
0.20, 0.02
1.7,0.10

0.26, 0.03
0.13,0.02
0.15, 0.02
0.12, 0.02
0.13 t 0.02
1.7.!: O.2c

Figure 2. TIme dependence of ammonia-formaldehyde reaction. (A)
20 pg NH/ in sodium chloride solution (100 gIL), not heated. (6) 10
~g NH.+ in water, not heated. (e) 10 ~g NH.+ In sodium _ soIutIoo
(100 giL), heated

with two electrons should produce the corresponding amine,
A value of n = 2 WaS obtained from the polarographic data,
assuming a diffusion coefficient of 1 X 10-' cm'/s.

Kinetics. At ambient temperature, at least 15 min are
taken for the ammonia-formaldehyde reaction to reach
equilibrium (Figure 2). In sodium chloride solution (100 giL),
at least 40 min are required. Such variations in the reaction
time would limit the utility of the method; however, by heating
the solutior on a steam bath the reaction period is reduced
to 5 min. Once formed, the electroactive compound is stable
for at least 2 h.

Blank. Preliminary tests confirmed the previous report
(9) of a significant reagent blank. Further work traced this
to the formaldehyde, which can absorb ammonia from the air
or which may have been treated with a nitrogen-containing
stabilizer (17-19). Presumably, a basic impurity could be
removed by distillation of the formaldehyde from acid, but
we chose to make use of cation exchange as described under
Reagents. As shown in Table 11, considerable purification
could be achieved.

The stability of a formaldehyde solution swred in a brown
glass bottle after cleanup is shown in Table III. No change

0.'

'0 '0
R'l<t<onT'~.'\'h" ...I"

so "

was observed over 8 period of 3 months. However, to avoid
possible contamination from the air, it is prudent to keep some
cation-exchange resin in the bottle.

Analytical. With the Princewn instrument, the calibration
curve is linear up to 30 ~g NH: per 25 mL of fmal solution,
The detection limit in water is about 25 ppb NH: with a
15-mL sample. Increasing ionic strength decreases the
sensit;,ity of the method, e.g., the response in sodium chloride
solution (100 giL) is 0.81 ~AI~g/mL as compared to 1.1 in
water.

The accuracy and repeatability of the method were eval­
uated using sodium chloride solution (100 giL) containing
known amounts of ammonium chloride. Results, summarized
in Table IV, show good accuracy and a repeatability of :8%
at the 1 ppm NH, level.

Ammonia in a series of process brine streams was deter­
mined using the polarographic method and the results were
compared with those obtained by distillation followed by use
of an ammonia-selective electrode. Results shown in Table
V indicate fairly good agreement between the methods.

Recoveries and possible cross interference between NH"+
and NO,- were tested by adding known amounts of NH.N03
to KBr followed by polarographic determination employing
the two procedures. Excellent results were obtained as shown
in Table VI.

Inlcrfcring Compound•. Various aliphatic, aromatic, and
alkanol amines can also react with formaldehyde to form
electroactive compounds. The resolution of the half-wave
potentials is usually not sufficient, however, to allow quali·
tative identification. Nevertheless, certain peculiarities in
behavior can in some cases reveal whether one is determining
ammonia or another compound. The ammonia-fonnaldehyde



1312 • ANALYTICAL CtEMlSTRY, VOL. 50, NO.9, AUGUST 1978

Table VI. Recovery of Ammonium and Nitrate from
Pure Potassium Bromide

reaction appears to reach a stable equilibrium with time but,
if One doubles the formaldehyde concentration, the wave
height is also approximately doubled. Under the usual
conditions, methylamine can be detected a little more sen­
sitively (on a molar basis) than ammonia, but doubling the
formaldehyde produces very little change. For hydrazine, the
method is much more sensitive than for ammonia, but in­
creasing the formaldehyde lowers the hydrazine response.

Hydroxylamine shows a double differential pulse wave with
peaks at -{l.75 and -{l.87 V. The former wave gives sensitivity
about equal to tbat of ammonia on a weight basis, while the
latter is still more sensitive. Glycine has a single wave at -{l.72
V and its molar sensitivity is close to thal of ammonia.

Urea does not respond, probably because amides are usually
nonreactive toward aldehydes. Thus the method is useful for
determining ammonia in the presence of urea.

If the elecuoactive compound is an imine, no interference
from secondary and tertiary amines would be expected.
Actually, most commercial amines produce some response,
but this can often be shown to be caused by a primary amine
impurity. All of the primary amines tested have been found
active. In general, as would be expected from diffusion theory,
the response decreases as the size of the aliphatic group is
increased.

Since sensitivities vary, the procedure is most useful when
a single amine predominates. This is often the case in in·
dustrial hygiene air-monitoring of production facilities, when
a compound in use must be monitored to protect personnel.
Monoethanolarnine in air has been successfully determined
after collection in an impinger system using 0.1 M Hel as the
absorber solution and air now rates less than I L(min.

Behavior of Nitrite in the Method for Nitrate, As
Keilin and Otvos (11) demonstrated, nitrite exhibits about
three-fifths the molar response of nitrate in the polarographic
method, but because nitrite is easily lost from an acid solution,
it is recommended that the polarograms be run promptly. If,
as in reagents testing, it is desired merely to report nitrate
plus nitrite as nitrate, a single measurement will usually
suffice. To obtain values for each component, the quoted
authors determined tbe total response for nitrate plus nitrite,
then oxidized the nitrite in a separate portion with hydrogen
peroxide and determined the response again. Results for each
component are calculated by solving simultaneous equations
based on data determined with standards.

We have observed that nearly all nitrite can be expelled
from the sample plus supporting electrolyte if purging with
nitrogen is continued for about 30 min. Nitrate is not lost
under these conditions and no new nitrate is produced. Data
illustrating these findings are given in Figures 3 and 4. If
the presence of nitrite is suspected and a simple determination
of the nitrogen oxide anions as nitrate is desired, one may
employ either the Keilin-otvos oxidation procedure or a direct
polarographic nitrate plus nitrite test (which will give a
somewhat lower result if nitrite is actually present). In the
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7.0

'.0

'.0

'.0

7.0

7.0

1.0

7.0 '.0

'.0 '.0

'.0 '.0,
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I 3.0 3.0

7.0 2,0 -

1.0 \.0

0
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•.
~ 3.0

J

~.6~~":--:'::---:-'=--...J.l.4 ~.....__......,..<--1.--',-----'

POllffih.tl. VolllYl. SC[

Figure 3. Removal of nitrite by nitrogen purge, 27 ppm N02-. left
side: (A) reagent blank (pre-pur9ed 5 min with N,). (B) Same + 27
ppm NO,-, purged 30 s. (C) same, purged 10 min. (D) Same, purged
20 mil. lE) Same, purged 40 min. (F) Same, purged 60 mio. (G) Same,
purged 80 min. (H) Sama, purged 100 min. Right side: (AI Reagent
blank + 1 g pure (fused) KBr (pre-purged 5 mio wnh N,). (B) Same
+ 27 ppm NO,-, purged 30 s. (C) Same, purged 10 min. (0) Same,
purged 20 min

Figwe 4. Retention of nitrate lrIder nitrogen purge, 39 ppm N03-. left
side: (A) Reagent blank (pra-purged 5 min with N,). (B) Same + 39
ppm NO,-, purged 30 s. (C) Same, purged 10 min. (0) Same, purged
30 mio. (E) Same, purged 60 min. (F) Same, purged 120 min. Right
side: (A) Reagent blank + 1 9 pure (fused) KBr (pre-purged 5 min.
with N,). (C) Same + 39 ppm NO,-, purged 10 min. (B) Same, purged
30 s. (0) Same, purged 30 min. lE) Same, purged 60 min. (F) Same,
purged 120 min

latter test, it is desirable to purge the supporting electrolyle
and neutral or alkaline sample solutions separately in advance,
so that final deoxygenation of the mixture can be done within
about I min to avoid appreciable loss of nitrous acid.

In the testing of reagents described hereafter, it has gen­
erally been assumed that nitrite is absent and that the value
obtained directly represents only nitrate.

Reagcnt Grade Chemical Testing and Quality Control.
The original purpose of this work was to make available simple
and sensitive procedures for determining various nitrogen
impurities in commercial nnd reagent grade chemicals. For
such applications, the use of a simplified computing po­
larograph recently introduced by Brinkmann Instruments (see
Apparatus) is attractive. While it does not have the sensitivity
of differential pulse polarography, the hanging mercury drop
electrode employed eliminates many of the problems asso­
ciated with dropping mercury electrodes (20). The computing

ppm No)·a

none detected at
a limit of 1

81 , 4

38, 2

ppmNH/O

none detected at
a limit or 1

2~ , 2

sample

pure KBr
(fused)

pure KBr +
23 ppm

NH,· and 78
ppm NO,-

pure KBr +
39 ppm

NO, - and 11
ppm NH,·

a Average of duplicate determinations.
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Table VII. Comparison of Polarographic and Reduction Methoda for Total Nitrogen in KBr

ppm NH.. +,b
differential

total ppm N° total ppm Nb ppm NO, -, b pul.e
sample reduction polarography polarography polarography

#1 ACSgrade 37 3514 1.7.0.2 43.4
#2 ACS grade 6.1 9.7.1 43.4 <1
#3 nol ACS grade N.A. 34 1 3 150. 10 < 1

ppm NH.. ••b

computing
polarographic

analyzer

4614
<2
<2

a Current ACS specifications for KBr Reagent Grade not to exceed 50 ppm nitrogen as N. b Average of at least duplicate
determinations.
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Figure 8, POIaTogaphic scans for nitrate nitrogen with the I!lW<mam
Cool>uting PoIatogapNc Analyzer. (A) "itrate elec1roIyte (d in 25 rrL~

(B) Nitrate electrolyte + 1 9 KBr sample HI. (C) Nitrate electrolyte +
1 9 KBr sample HI + 25 I'g NO,·

no ACS limits for nitrate nitrogen, probably because the
reduction-distillation procedure is not applicable. The p0­

larographic nitrate procedure has been found to work well on
ammonium bromide and should be equally suitable for the
chloride.

In testing acids, alkalies, or salts with buffer capacity, care
must be taken to maintain the proper pH for polarography
(4.0 ± 0.5 for ammonium, 2.0 ± 0.3 for nitrate). Thus, it
becomes necessary to have neutralizing reagents available
which do not contribute significantly to the blank. The ACS
limit for nitrogen compounds in sodium hydroxide is 10 ppm
as N, determined by distillation after reduction with alu­
minum. This would be too high for a satisfactory hlank in
case the sodium hydroxide were used for neutralizing an acid.
However, ammonia can be expelled by boiling a sodium
hydroxide solution and the cooled solution can then be used
for neutralizing prior to the polarographic ammonia tesL

The ACS limit for ammonium ion (NH.+) in hydrochloric
acid is 3 ppm. There is no limit for nitrate but if any were
present, the acid would not pass the iodometric color lest for
free chlorine, the limit for which is about 1 ppm. It is also
possible to expel nitrogen oxides by boiling 6 M hydrochloric
acid. In view of these facts, we were able to test both sodium
hydroxide and hydrochloric acid polarographically by using
a purified or tested solution of one to neutralize the other.
One-gram samples of typical reagents were analyzed with the
result that less than 2 ppm NH.+ or nitrate N appeared to
be present in either sodium hydroxide or hydrochloric acid.
With a larger sample, 1.4 ppm NH.+ was found in one lot of
sodium hydroxide. In the case of the acid, the response for
ammonia can be increased considerably by evaporating a larger
sample.

POll'nli.l. Volu ...... seE

Figure 5. Polarographic scans for ammonia with the Brinkmann
Computing Polarographic Analyz.... (A) Ammonia electrolyte (aU in 25
mL). (B) Ammonia electrolyte + 1 9 KBr sample HI. tC) Ammonia
electrolyte + 1 9 KBr sample HI + 27 I'g NH:

feature provides a direct digital readout in any desired
concentration units and saves calculation time. With this
instrument. the detection limit for ammonia in water is about
0.2 ppm, based on a lO-mL sample.

The polarographic methods described for ammonia and
nitrate both permit the addition of a soluble neutral salt to
the electrolyte and are sensitive to about 2 I'g of nitrogen using
the computing instrument. Thus in many cases 2 ppm can
be detected on a I-g sample. Calibration is performed easily
by spiking. As already shown, the method is applicable to
ammonium ion in sodium chloride solutions. The ACS re­
quirements for sodium chloride include a limit of 0.003%
chlorate and nitrate (as N03-1, determined spectrophoto'
metrically with brucine sulfate reagent and a nitrate standard,
and a limit of 0.001 % nitrogen compounds (as N) determined
colorimetrically with Nessler reagent after distillation from
an alkaline solution containing aluminum. A typical sample
of reagent grade sodium chloride showed the presence of less
than 2 ppm of either form of nitrogen, by polarography with
the Brinkmann instrument.

Potassium bromide has an ACS limit of 0.005% nitrogen
compounds as N by the reduction-distillation method. In this
laboratory, the ammonium salt formed by trapping after
distillation has usually been determined with an ion-selective
electrode. Comparative data by the various methods are
presented in Table VII. Since the impurity may be either
nitrate, ammonium ion, or both, more information is given
by the polarographic tests than by distillation. Curves ob­
tained in testing one of the samples are shown in Figures 5
and 6.

Sodium bromide has an ACS limit of not more than 5 ppm
nitrogen compounds as N (21). A typical sample was found
to contain less than 2 ppm of either ammonium or nitrate
nitrogen. Ammonium bromide and ammonium chloride have

.0.6 -0.7 ·0.8 0.11 ·1.0 -1.1
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There il< no ACS limit for ammonium or nitrate in acetic
acid, Because this acid is used in the buffer for ammonia
determination, it was of interest to test the purity. Portions
of 11 g and 1 g of sample were treated with 10 mL of water
and evaporated to about 1 mL. Each was neutralized with
sodium hydroxide solution and tested. The smaller portion
served as a blank so that the difference represented a lO-g
sample. Less than 0.2 ppm NH,+ was found. To test for
nitrate, the same quantities were employed hut 0.1 g of sodium
acetate tribydrate was added to each before evaporation. Less
than 0.2 ppm nitrate N was found. Since these quantities are
so low, there is no apparent need to establish an ACS test.

Ammonium hydroxide bas no ACS limit for nitrate. Using
2-g samples, two lots of reagent showed 1.6 and <1 ppm of
nitrate N. If purer material is needed for use in neutralizing
acids prior to nitrate testing, it can easily be obtained by
distillation or by trapping cylinder ammonia in water.

Sulfuric acid has ACS limits of 2 ppm NH: and 0.5 ppm
nitrate as NO,.. The acid can be tested for ammonium after
diluting and neutralizing a 2-g sample with freshly boiled 5
N sodium hydroxide solution. Because sodium sulfate
suppresses the polarographic wave somewhat, calibration
should be done by spiking an equivalent salt solution and
making appropriate blank corrections. Duplicate analyses
yielded results of 0.6 and 0.4 ppm NH,+ on typical reagent
grade acid, but the latter figure is about the detection limit.
For better sensitivity one might evaporate 8 larger sample.
as was done for acetic acid. At present, the polarographic
nitrate method is not sensitive enough for testing sulfuric acid
at the 0.5 ppm NO,- level, and the nitrogen oxides cannot be
concentrated by evaporation.

For magnesium sulfate heptahydrate, the ACS limits are
0.0020% for either NH,+ or NO,'. In the polarographic test
for ammonium, a 1-g sample was dissolved in 15 mL of water
and treated with 5 mL each of acetate buffer and purified
formaldehyde. Standardization was done with 0.58 g of ACS
grade sodium sulfate added to both a blank and a 2O-I'g NH,+

standard, plus reagents. Less than 3 ppm NH,' was found
in U.S.P. grade Epsom saiL A recovery of 95% was obtained
when this sample was spiked with 14 ppm (0.0014%) of NH:.

In the test for nitrate, a 1-g sample was also employed and
the blank and 2O-I'g NO,' standard were treated similarly with
0.58 g of sodium sulfate. Less than 8 ppm NO,. was found
in the sample. A recovery of 100% was obtained when this
sample was spiked with 20 ppm (0.002%) of NO,'.

Some difficulty is encountered in testing calcium sulfate
for nitrate because of its limited solubility in water. The ACS
limit for the dihydrate is 50 ppm NO,. and the indigo carmine
test in strong sulfuric acid is specified. The polarographic test
is applicable under the following conditions: A sample of 0.15
g is heated to 90-100 ·C witb 15 mL of sodium chloride
solution (100 giL). This converts the dihydrate to hemi·
hydrate, which dissolves upon cooling to room temperature
and adding electrolyte plus water to make 25 mL. The

quantity of sulfate present does not cause a serious decrease
in polarographic sensitivity, but an equivalent quantity of
sodium sulfate can be added to a blank and to a 7.5-l'g nitrate
standard if desired. In the presence of sulfate, a fresh drop
of mercury should be used for each scan, as lowered response
is found with successive scans on the same drop. Less than
25 ppm NO,. was found in natural gypsum from Alabaster,
Mich. A recovery of 94 % was obtained when this sample was
spiked with 25 ppm of NO,..

CONCLUSIONS

A method for the determination of amine nitrogen, based
on reaction with excess formaldehyde and polarographic
measurement, has been found useful. Blank problems are
diminished by ion-exchange treatment of the formaldehyde
reagent. Signals corresponding to detection limits of less than
25 ppb ammonia can be achieved in water samples. A method
for the polarographic determination of nitrate (plus nitrite)
nitrogen, based on the catalytic effect of uranyl ions, was also
tested. The two methods have been combined to yield a
simple estimate for total nitrogen which compares favorably
with the Devarda distillation procedure usually employed.
The methods are applicable to water and brine analyses as
well as to reagent testing procedures and quality control.

A new Computing Polarographic Analyzer was found to give
results in good agreement with data from the differential pulse
polarographic procedures.
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Electrocatalysis of Dihydronicotinamide Adenosine Diphosphate
with Quinones and Modified Quinone Electrodes

Daniel Chi-Sing Tee and Theodore Kuwana·

DepartlTl6nt 01 ChemistI)', The Ohio State Unn'e,slty, CoIJmbus. OhIo 43210

Solution rates 01 reaction between several qulnones and dl­
hydronlcotlnamlde adenosine diphosphate, NADH, Indicated
that the ~G of the reaction and the ortho structure 01 the
quinone were Important. The ortho qulnones derived Irom
dopamine and 3,4-dlhydroxybenzylamlne were subsequently
covalently bound to carbon electrodes. The NAD+ generated
by the qulnones was assayed and lound to have high enzy­
matic acllv"y. The behavior 01 the qulnone-bound electrodes
was compared to the oxldallon of ascorbic acid and to the
"adsorbed" 9,10-phenanthraqulnone electrode whIch did not
oxidIze NADH catalytically.

Much of the previous electrochemical investigations of the
redox cofactors, nicotinamide adenosine diphosphate (NAD')
and dihydronicotinnmide adenosine diphosphate (NADH),
has been concerned with the reduction of NAD' to NADH.
Unfortunately, electroreduction resulted mainly in producing
an inactive dimer .through 8 une-electron, free radical
mechanism (1-3). Recently, attention has been directed to
the electrooxidation of NADH to NAD' in attempts to develop
methods to analyze substrates which can be enzymatically
coupled to NAD' /NADH (4), or to electrochemically re­
generate NAD' for enzymatically coupled substrate turnovers
(5, 6). The electrochemical oxidation of NADH on solid
electrodes has been characterized by poorly defined cur­
rent-potential (i-E) waves which were complicated partly by
electrode fouling at NADH concentrations above 0.1 mM. The
oxidative behavior of low concentrations of NADH to
eliminate such fouling has been reported by Blaedel and
Jenkins (7). At platinum (Pt), Coughlin and co-workers (8)
have suggested improved sensitivity which has been utilized
for regeneration of NAD' and also for the amperometric assay
of oxidoreductase enzymes. Kelly and Kirwan (9) have shown
that the potential dependent oxidative turnover for NADH
at a graphite electrode approached an "activity" of 90-95%.

The NADH electrooxidation at both Pt and carbon elec­
trodes proceeds with considerable overpotential from the
reversible potential. Blaedel and Jenkins (7) have reported
that the overpotential at a glassy carbon electrode could be
reduced some 0.2 to 0.25 V by certain "conditioning" pre­
treatments. These pretreatments were suggestive that perhaps
oxygen containing functiorialities such as hydroxyls, carbonyls,
carboxyIs, and quinones, which may be produced on carbon
surfaces, participated in catalyzing the NADH oxidation. And
our earlier observation that surface quinoidal groups could
catalyze the oxidation of ascorbic acid (10) stimulated the
present work.

The introduction of surface functionalities on electrode
surfaces by a chemical reaction route is an exciting research
area of recent interest. A variety of attachment schemes have
been proposed to fabricate these »called chemically modified
electrodes (CMEs) including strong surface adsorption (11,
12), silinization (13-16), amidization (10, 17-2]), ether linkage
(22,23), and carbon-carbon bonding (24). Our approach to
electrocatalysis by CMEs is to covalently bind onto carbon

or metal oxide electrodes electron transfer mediator. whicb
can undergo fast electron transfer with the electrode and aJao
with tbe substrate (solution species) in question.

In the present case, we have found that o-quinoidal
structures, such as the catechols, appeared to be rather specific
for the fast, homogeneous oIidation of NADH to NAD'.
Thus, the determination of the homogeneous ratea of the
reaction between NADH and several quinones was undertaken
to assess those quinones which might be the best candidatea
for covalent binding to an electrode surface in the fabrication
of a CME. Such a CME would be expected to catalyze NADH
oxidation through a surface EC catalytic mechanism:

~ -QH, - }'Q + 20- + 2W (1)

§l-Q + NADH + H' - g.-QH, + NAD' (2)

where

g-,QH, = the surface bound dihydroquinone

and

j--Q = the fully oxidized bound quinone

The thermodynamic requirement for the EC catalytic
sequence 1 and 2 is that the reversible redoI potential of
NADH must be less positive in value than that of qui­
none/dihydroquinone. The assumption, yet to be proved, is
whether those quinones (or, in general, mediatora) which react
rapidly in the homogeneous reaction with NADH (or in
general. substrates) will also react favorably once tbey are
bound to an electrode surface. The homogeneous ratea of
reaction between several quinones and NADH, and tbe
preliminary results for electrncatalysis of NADH using cat­
echolamines bound to graphitic electrodes will be discussed
in this paper.

EXPERIMENTAL

Chemical•. The 3-hydroIytyramine (commoc1y called dop­
amine, DA) hydrochloride (99% purity), 4-metbylcatechol (4-MC,
99% purity), 3,4-dihydroxybenzylamine (3,4-DHBA, 98% purity)
hydrobromide, 5-hydroxy-I,4-naphthoquinone (5-0H-I,4-NPQl,
and 2-anthraquinonesulfonic acid sodium salt (AQ-2-S) were
obtained from Aldrich Chemical Company. Metbylhydroquinone
(MHQ), 9,IO·phenanthraquinooe (9,lo-PAQ), 1,2·naphtho­
quinone-4-sulfonic acid sodium salt (I,2-NPQ-4-S1 and 1,4­
naphthoquinone-2-sulfonic acid potassium salt (l,4-NPQ-~.g) were
obtained from Eastman Kodak Company. The 2,5-dihydroxy·
phenacetic acid (2,5-DHPA, Grade II) and NADH (Grade ill)
from yeast were obtained from Sigma Chemical Company. All
chemicals were stored according to manufactuTe18 direction or
in a desiccator at 4 ·C and were used without further purification.
Buffer solutions were prepared by miIing 0.005 M NaH,PO. and
0.005 M Na,HPO•• each containing 0.1 M NaCl, to th. desired
pH. A1180lutions were prepared freshly prior to each experiment.
Demineralized water was double distilled and ltored in a quartz
container.

0003-2700178/0350-1315$01.00/0 C 1878 Amertcon Chon*:ol Socioty
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Table I. Abbreviationl of Compounda and Terma
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Figura 1. Cyclic voIlatnmc.Vams of PG electrodes In pH 7.0 phosphate
buller (a, c) and In 0.1 mM NADH In pH 7.0 phosphate buller (b, d).
The pyrolytic graphlta alectrode pretreatments wera: (a, b) extracted
In methanol for 24 h and vaCUU11 Qied. (c, d) rm extracted In methanol
for 24 h, vacwm dried, then slbjected to radio frequency (RF) plasma
treatment. The scan rate was 50 mV/s

NADH by ADH-ethanol. Controls included unelectrolyzed
solutions of NADH and 3,4-DHBA, and NADH electrolyud under
the same conditions but in lhe absence of 3,4·DHBA. The
abbre\iations of compounds and other terms used. are summarized
in Table I.

NADH is involved in many enzymatic reactions. However,
nonenzymatically, only certain oxidants can oxidize NADH
(3D,31). Kubowitz (32), and Nason and co-workers (33) have
indicated that the quinones and, in particular, the ortho form,
reacts with NADH as followa:

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

h,
R-Ph-(=O), + NADH + W =

R-Ph-(-OH), + NAD+ (3)

where R indicates some substituent group. Ph-{=O), is a
quinone, and Ph-(-QH), is the reduced, dihydro form. In
electrochemistry, it is convenient to oxidize the dihydro·
Quinone to Quinone which in turn can oxidize NADH in an
EC catalyTic sequence as discussed earlier. The questions to
be answered are: (l) Whether the ortho structure is specific
to the oxidation of NADH compared to the para or meta
forms; and (2) Whether the ortho or any other quinone which
reacts rapidly with NADH can be appropriately attached to
an electrode surface (or the surface EC catalysis of NADH.

Initially, the electrochemistry of NADH and several qui­
nones (usually in the dihydro form) was examined at PG or
GC electrodes so that the electrochemical behavior of each
could be understood prior to the EC catalylic studies. In
Figure I, the cyclic voltammetric (CV) current-potential (i-E)
curves are shown for the oxidation of NADH at a PG electrode
prior to (trace b) and after (trace d) radio frequency (RF)
plasma treatment in 0, atmosphere (POI' = 150 mTorr), As
may be seen from comparison of these two curves, the peak
potential, Ep, for NADH oxidation is ca_ 100 mV less positive
at the RF treated electrode. This shift in Ep, similar to that
observed by Blaedel and Jenkins (7), may be due to the
presence of oxygen functionalities introduced on the carbon
surface by the RF treatment (10). However, the decrease here
may also be due to the increase in the effective surface area
of the electrode. This area increase is manifeated clearly by
an increase in the hackground charging current of the treated
electrode (see i-E curve, trace c) over that of the untreated
one (trace a). Work is in progress to further quantitate'the
effect of RF plasma treatment to NADH oxidation.

compound or term

chemically modi ned electrode
pyrolytic graphite
etassy carbon
cyclic Yoltammetry
radio frequency
3,4-dihyrlroxybenzylamine
3·hydroxytyramine
4·methyleatechol
S-hydroxy-l.4-naphthoqu inane
2-anthraquinonesulfonic acid
methylhydroquinone
9,lo-phcnanthraquinone
1.2-naphthoquinone-4-sulConic acid
1.4-naphthoquinonc-2-sulronic acid
2,5-dihydroxyphcnacetic acid
alcohol dehydrogenase
dihydronicotinamide adenosine

diphosphate

8obreviation

CME
PO
GC
CV
RF
3,4·DHBA
DA
4-MC
5·0H·1,4·NPQ
AQ-2·S
MHQ
9,lD-PAQ
l,2·NPQ·4·S
l,4·NPQ-2·S
2,5·DHPA
ADH
NADH

Electrocbemiltry, A solid staw pownti08tat of conventional
design utilizing a positive feedback for iR compensation (25) Wllll

employed. Waveforms to the powntiostat were provided by a
HP model 3300 A function generator. The cell design was similar
to one previously described (26). The radio frequency (HF) plasma
treatment of pyrolylic graphite (PG), (Ultracarbon Corp., Bay
City, Mich.) and glassy carbon electrodes (GC), (Tokei Co., Japan)
in oxygen atm06phere was described by Evans and Kuwana (2n.
Tbe RF treatment was 5 min. Unless otherwise stated, all p0­

tentials are reported vs. a reference saturated calomel electrode
(SCE). The current-time profiles for the double potential step
experiments were recorded on a Tektronix Model 564B storage
oscilloscope.

Measurement of Rate CoD&tants. The fate constants be­
tween various Quinones and NADH were determined using three
different methods depending on the initial redox staw of the
mediator and the magnitude of the raw. Double potential swp
cbronocoulometry (DPSC) (28,29) and cyclic voltammetry were
used (or mediators in the reduced form such as DA, 4-MC,
3,4-DHBA, MHQ, and 2,5·DHPA. For the DPSC experiments,
mediator concentration was 0.1 mM and NADH was 1.0 mM.
Increasing the NADH concentration to 2 mM gave the same raw
COlUltant after concentration COrreetiOlUl. The powntial swp times
ranged from 5 ms to 5 a. DPSC experiments in buffer solutions
alone were run to determine the background charge corrections.

In the cyclic voltammetric experiments, the oxidative and
reductive peak currents were monitored in the presence and
abeence o( NADH. The quinone concentratiolUl were 0.1 mM-Q.2
mM and NADH, when present, was 0.5 mM or 1.0 MM. The
reaction of 1,4·NPQ·2·S, 5-0H-I,4·NPQ, or AQ·2·S with NADH
was sufficiently alow that the concentration of NADH could be
electrochemically monitored (oxidation) afwr the addition of an
excess of these quinones to the NADH solution.

The raw of the reaction between 1,2·NPQ·4·S and NADH was
dewrmined using a Durrum·Gibson stop-flow ilUltrument. Equal
volumes of l.l X 10-< M 1,2-NPQ+S and 1.98 mM NADH were
mixed and the change in the concentration of the naphthaquinone
waa monitored at wavelength of 400 om. The optical absorbance
VB. time data were recorded and analyzed by a Data General
NOVA 1200 minicompuwr.

Procedure for Meaaurement of NAD+ Activity, The
enzymatic activity of the NAD+ solution electrogeneraWd through
the EC catalytic mechanism utilizing 3,4·DHBA was dewrmined
by apeclropbotometrically monitoring the NAD+ to NADH
conversion when a1eobol dehydrogenase (ADH) and ethanol were
added. For eumple, 10 mL of 1.0 X 10-' M 3,4·DHBA and 1.0
X 10-< M NADH solution was electrooxidized at a pyrolylic
graphite electrode at a controlled potential of +0.35 V VB. SCE
until 7<HlO% of NADH wee oxidized, ADH (0.5 to 0.8 mg) and
100 ilL aliquots of pure ethanol were added to 3.0 mL of the
elactrolyzed, NAD+ solution. Spectra were taken in tbe wave­
leDgtb range of 2BO to 400 om before and afwr the addition of
each aliquot of ethanol. The optical absorbance change at 340
om was used to calcuIaw the amount of NAD+ converted to
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Table II. Values or Redox Potentials and Kinetie Rate.

a Temperature 23 1 l°C. b Determined by DPSC.
C Determined by stop-flow. d No change in NADH con­
centration after 0.5 h when lO-fold excess of quinone was
mixed with NADH. C Measured in this work by means
of cyclic voltammetry. 'From ref. 37.

The CV curves for the oxidation of 3·hydroxytyramine
(dopamine, DA), 3,4·dihydroxybenzylamine (3,4·DHBA), and
4·methylcatechol (4-MC) at PG electrode in pH 7.0 solution
are shown in Figure 2, traces a, c, and e, respectively. All three
compounds produced well defined CV curves for the two­
electron oxidative conversion of the dihydro to the Quinone
form. The electrochemical data for these and several other
Quinones are summarized in Table II. In the case of DA, the
oxidation was characterized by a follow-up chemical reaction,
a cyclization (35), which produces a new wave at co -0.25 V
vs. SCE. Such a chemical follow-up reaction was absent for
3,4-DHBA and 4·MC. The CV curves, b, d, and f in Figure
2 UrC repeats of the above experiments except in the presence
of 1.0 mM NADH. The electrochemical currents are now
considerably enhanced by the EC coupled oxidation of NADH,
and the potential for NADH oxidation is now governed by
the respective quinone couples. Since the experimental
conditions are similar, the shape and height of the i-E curves
reflect the kinetic rates of the quinone oxidation of NADH.
The NADH oxidation rate by 4-methyl-o-quinone is slower
than the corresponding quinone of DA and 3,4-DHBA. One
observed not only less catalytic current but also the oxidation
of NADH by the electrode at 0.58 V (Figure 21). It should
be noted also that the irreversible, homogeneously coupled
quinone/NADH reaction removed the reductive current on
reversal of the potential scan.

The values of the kinetic rates of the quinone/NADH
reaction 3 are summarized in the last column of Table II.
There appears to be two factors in the rate enhancements.
First, a larger free energy of reaction 3 as reflected by the more
positive redox pOlcntial, E'" increased the rate. Second, there
is a preference for the ortho structure. The generality of these
two factors will be further tested in the future.

Since reaclion 3 is proton dependent, an increase in the
oxidative rate between a quinone and NADH should increase
with a decrease in pH. This effect of pH was examined for
DA between the pHs of 6.5 to 8.5. The rate constant decreased
by ca. 1.2 X 10' M-' sol per pH.

Enzymatic Activity of NAO+. Kelly and Kirwan (9)
assayed the enzymatic activity of NAD+ in pH 9 pyro-
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Figure 2. Cyclic voltanvnograms 01 (a) 0.1 roM CA, (b) 0.1 roM CA,
1.0 roM NACH. (cj 0.1 roM 3,~A. (d) 0.1 roM 3,4-OHBA, 1.0 roM
NACH. (e) 0.1 roM +MG. (I) 0.1 roM +MG. 1.0 roM NACH. In pH 7.0
phosphate butI... with a RF plasma treated pyrolytlc lI'ephlte electrode.
The scan rate was 50 mVIs

phosphate buffer by determining tbe acetaldehyde concen­
tration after ADH-ethanol were added to the NADH elec­
trolyzed solution. They reported that a maximum NAD+
production of 95% occurred at an applied potential of +0.700
V vs. SCE using a carbon electrode (anode grade graphite,
Union Carbide). To assess the enzymatic activity of the NAD+
produced througb reaction 3, a similar assay was performed
except that the change in the NADH concentration was
monitored by spectrophotometry. A 0.1 mM 60lution of
3,4·DHBA at an applied potential of +0.35 V vs. SCE at a
PG electrode in the presence of 0.1 mM NADH (pH 7.0) was
used. The couJometric charge (background corrected) was
accurately measured so tbat the amount of NAD+ produced
could be calculated. In all of the runs reported in Table m,
more than 90% of the NADH was oxidized. The enzymatic
activities ranged from 92 to 98%. In the control experiments
where NADH was electrolyzed under the same condition as
in the absence of 3,4-DHBA, only 3-4% NADH oxidation was
observed.

Electrochemical Activity of Bound o-Quinone CMEs.
The two quinones exhibiting tbe highest rate of NADH
oxidation in Table II were fortunately those containing a
terminal amino group on the substituent side-chain. Thus,
the reduced forms of these quinones, DA and 3,4-DHBA, were
attached by amidization to carboxylic acid functionalities on
RF/0, treated PG and air oxidized GC in the presence of
dicyclohexylcarbodiimide. The reaction conditions and the
GC electrode pretreatments were similar to those described
by Fujihira, Tamura, and Osa (36). The time of reaction was
four days after which the electrodes were extracted in'
methanol for 24 h to remove adsorbed reactants. Since
3,4-DHBA on GC exhibited the best properties toward surface
EC catalysis of NADH, the discussion will be restricted to this
CME.

Trace a in Figure 3 is a typical CV curve for a 3,4-DHBA
CME. The oxidative Ep is + 0.20 V vs. SCE which is identical
to the one obtained for solution 3,4-DHBA (see trace c, Figure

rate constant. M·'
8- 1 Q

7.7 (, 0.8) X 10' b
3.6 (, 0.4) X 10' b
3.3 (, 0.4) X 10' b

Ob
Ob

4.4 (. 0.9) X 10"
Od
Od
Od

EO'" V vs. NHE

0.41 , 0.02'
0.37, 0.02'
0.32, 0.04'
0.260'
0.24 , 0.04'
0.215'
0.120'
0.033'

- 0.225'
- 0.320'

compound

3,4·DHBA
DA
4·MC
2,5·DHPA
MHQ
1,2·NPQ·4·S
1,4·NPQ·2·S
5·0H·I,4·NPQ
AQ·2·S
NADH

TabIc 111. Enzymatic Activity of NAD'

NADH concn,
10-'

1.00
0.98
0.93
0.92

Final ethanol
concn, M

2.02
1.56
2.02
2.02

mgADH

0.8
0.7
0.5
0.5

NADH enzymatically generated

NAD· electrochemically generatedO

0.963
0.926
0.977
0.969

a 'The decomposition of NADH was corrected by monitoring unelectrolyzed solution of NADH and 3,4-DHBA
spectroscopically. Collections ranged from 2 to 3% of the initial NADH concentration.
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Flgut.3. Cyelle voltamrnogams of a 3.4-OHBA modifoed GC electrode
(a) il pH 7.0 phosphata buffer. an:l (bl il 0.2 rrt.1 NACH. pH 7.0 soIutJon.
The scan rate was 50 mV/s

2). This CV changed slightly when repetitively cycled for 10
or more times. The surface coverage by 3.4·DHBA was
calculated 'to be 1.3 x 10-10 mol/cm' from the oxidative
electrochemical change, assuming n = 2 for 3.4-DHBA. Trace
b in Figure 3 is the repeat of the CV except in the presence
of 0.2 mM NADH: The Ep of the surface EC coupled oxi­
dation of NADH is slightly less positive than the solution EC
one (see trace d, Figure 2). This difference in Ep may be due
to the higher concentration of NADH in the solution case. The
important aspect is the EC surface catalysis of NADH which
is being accomplished by a deliberate chemical/structural
modification of an electrode surface, i.e., an o-quinone CME.
Unfortunately, the activity of this electrode could not be
maintained for more than a few cycles in the presence of
NADH. Because of the previous implication (7) that electrode
fouling by NADH could be deleterious to an electrode. the
activity of the 3,4-DHBA CME was tested by the oxidation
of ascorbic acid.

Indeed, a well-defined oxidative j-E characteristic of an EC
cataly>ed wave was obtained for the oxidation of ascorbic acid
by this CME. The peak heights were reproducible from run
to run for several cycles without loss of activity. It is rea­
sonably safe to conclude that the decrease in the activity of
the 3,4-DHBA CME with NADH is not due to loss of the
bound 3,4-DHBA but rather the presence of NADH, NAD+,
or the presence of small amounts of unknown side products
of NADH oxidation. For ascorbic acid, the rate of oxidation
by this CME was apparently quite rapid since the Ep was
nearly identical to that obtained in the absence of ascorbic
acid.

Recently, Brown et a!. (J2) have reported the interesting
case of an electrode modification by the strong surface ad·
sorption of9,lo-phenanthraquinone. This molecule is believed
to be adsorbed on graphitic surfaces with the plane of the ring
lying parallel to the 8urfaee. The Ep for the oxidation was
observed to be at ca +0.20 V vs. SCE in I M trifluoroacetic
acid which is the condition of the experiment reported. At
pH 7_0 phosphate buffer, the Ep for the oxidation of 9,10­
dihydroxyphenanthrene was -{).20 V VB. SCE (0.04 V vs.
NHE). Interestingly, this adsorbed o-quinone/dihydroquinone
electrode did not "catalytically" oxidize NADH (0.2 mM).
Although the free energy of this redox couple i8 not as fa-

-,
06

20

~:
,'"',, , j:

04 02 00 -02

POTENTIAL. VOLTS v, seE

vorable as, for example, the bound 3,4-DHBA, the total
unreaetivity is possibly indicative of structural orientation
differences between the two "bound" o-quinones. The
"adsorbed" 9,lO-phenanthraquinone may be less acces8ible
to the 4-dihydro position of the NADH for oxidation to occur.

The feasibility of fabricating a CME capable of catalyzing
the oxidation of NADH has been demonstrated. For utilizing
such CME electrodes for analytical purposes, the deleterious
effect of the presence of high concentrations of NADH may
be perhaps circumvented by the use of the pulse method
described by Lane and Hubbard (37). Future studies will more
fully explore the molecular/structural aspects which are
necessary for the design of CME with redox specificity.
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Enzymatic Determination of Nitrate: Electrochemical Detection
after Reduction with Nitrate Reductase and Nitrite Reductase

Chlh-Hen Klang,' Shla S. Kuan, and George G. Gullbaull·

Department of Chemistry, University of New Orleans. NS'II Orleans, Louisiana 70122

NO,- + 2MV2+ + H,O (2)

subsequently measured colorimetrically. The disadvantage
of this approach is that it is subject to the same interferences
as the colorimetric method for nitrite and that the whole
system is rather complicated. We would like to introduce an
entirely different approach here: a new electrochemical
enzymatic method, which has the advantages of specificity,
rapidity, and simplicity for the determination of nitrate and/or
nitrite.

In this electrochemical method, nitrate and nitrite can be
specifically and quantitatively reduced to ammonia by nitrate
and nitrite reductases in the presence of MVH as electron
donor, obtained through the chemical reduction of its oxidized
form by dithionite added initially into the reaction mixture
(Equations 1, 2, and 3):

2H,0 + 2MV'+ + S,O.'- - 2HS03" + 2MV+· + 2H+
(1)

NH: + 6MV2+ + 2H,0 (3)

The ammonia generated during the reaction can be selectively
measured using a new air-gap electrode (13, 14). This recently
developed air-gap electrode is hased on the same principle as
other gas sensors, except that it does not have any gas·
permeable membrane. The membrane is replaced by an air
gap which separates the electrolyte layer from the sample
solution, the entire system being contained in a gas-tight
measuring chamber. The electrolyte itself is adsorhed as a
very thin film on the surface of the indicator (pH) electrode.
During measurement, the ammonia gas evolved from the
sample solution under basic conditions, passes through the
air gap and reaches the electrolyte layer on the surface of the
electrode, thus increasing the pH value of the electrolyte layer.
The amplitude of the pH at equilibrium is directly propor­
tional to the ammonia concentration in the sample solution
(Nernstian relationship). The electrolyte layer can be easily
renewed after each measurement, by touching the electrode
surface on a cone-shaped polyurethane sponge, well soaked
with the electrolyte solution, in an electrode holder. The
greatest advantage of this design is that the electrode is never
in direct physical contact with the sample solution which
therefore may contain components that normally affect the
function of any electrode. The simplicity of design, the easy
renewal of electrolyte, and the fast response and recovery are
further advantages of the air gap.

We have reported (15) previously the determination of
nitrite using MVH-nitrite reductase and air-gap electrode. At
this time we describe an extension of this methodology to the
determination of nitrate and/or nitrite, using both nitrate and
nitrite reductases in a soluble and immobilized form.

EXPERIMENTAL
Apparatus. The Radiometer type 503810 glass electrode was

used, and the construction of the air-gap sensor is essentially the
same as described by Ruzicka and Hansen (13,14). A Corning

nitrite reductase

nitrate reductase

The toxicity of nitrite is well known and has two entirely
separate aspects: (a) the induction of methemoglobinemia
(I) by nitrite oxidation of hemoglobin from the ferrous to the
ferric form; the ferric form of hemoglobin (methemoglobin)
does not reversibly bind oxygen, and death results from
anoxias in severe cases (2), and (b) the formation of carci­
nogenic N-nitroso compounds by the reaction between nitrite,
and secondary or tertiary amines and amides (3-5). It is
generally accepted that nitrate itself is not toxic. However
the reduction of nitrate to nitrite occurs in the presence of
microorganisms. As reported by Tannenbaum et a1. (6), the
major part of the nitrite found in the human body actually
originates from the reduction of nitrate in the saliva by
bacteria within the mouth. Recently the increasing use of
nitrate and nitrite in foods. fertilizers, detergents, and other
fields of industry has caused serious contamination problems
in the environment. These problems have attracted increasing
attention, especially since nitrite is suspected of being re­
sponsible for some incidence of cancer. Action has already
been undertaken by some agencies to prevent such con­
tamination. The U.S. Public Health Service (7) has announced
t.lult the allowable limits for nitrate and nitrite in potable water
are 10 and 0.06 ppm, respectively. Recently, the U.S. De­
partment of Agriculture has proposed to discontinue the use
of nitrate in all meat and poultry products and to reduce the
allowed level of nitrite added for curing of meat and poultry
from 200 to 156 ppm (8).

Numerous nonenzymatic methods for the analysis of nitrate
and nitrite have been developed and reported elsewhere.
However, most of these are nonspecific and are subject to
serious interferences from diverse substances. Pretreatment
is usually required to eliminate these interferences before
measurement. This, of course, is inconvenient Wld makes the
method time-consuming. Since enzymic techniques have been
widely used in analytical chemistry because of their high
selectivity and sensitivity, several enzymatic methods for the
determination of nitrate and nitrite have been reported (9-12).
The common approach of these methods is to reduce nitrate
to nitrite using a nitrate reductase; the nitrite found is

1Present address, Department of Chemical Engineering and Nuclear
Engmeering, Iowa State University. Ames. Iowa 50011. .

A method for the determination of nnrate and/or nltrne uslng
the dual enzyme system: MVH (methyl vlologen, reduced
form) nitrate reductase (EC 1.9.6.1) and nitrile reductase (EC
1.6.6.4) has been developed. MVH-nltrate reductase was
Induced and purified Irom E. co1lK12. MVH-nnrne reductase
was Isolated and purified from spinach leaves. Nitrate Is
reduced by MVH-nltrate reductase to nnrlte which Is sub­
sequently reduced to anvnonla by MVH-nnrlle reductase. The
ammonia produced Is monitored, uslng an alrllap electrode.
Nnrate and/or nnrne are detennlned In tI1e range of 5 X 10"'-1
X 10.2 M using either a soluble or an Immobilized enzyme
system.
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Figure 2. Comparison of the direct and the two-step methods. (FOf'"
detaBs, see text). Crsve 1: blank, no enzyme added: curve 2: direct
measurement 01 substrate method; curve 3: two-step meaSlXement
of substrate

F6gure 1. Effect of pH. upon the evoluUon of ammonia. NH.CI
concentration, 0.01 M, 200 J.lL. Buffer concentration. 0.5 M, 200 JolL
Ie - e) Tris buffer (Jl = 0.1). (0 - 0) NaCO,-NaOH buffer (Jl = 0.1),
la - a) Na,HPO.-NaOH buffer (Jl = 0.1)

amount of sample solution and reaction solution are passed
through both column A and B and the eluents are measured. The
value obtained from column A indicates the amount of nitrite
present in the mixture and nitrate can be calculated by subtracting
the value of column A from the value of column B.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Effect of pH, for Evolution of Ammonia. In general,

the pH of the sample solution (pH,) determines whether a
quantitative or partial conversion of ammonia ion occurs.
Figure 1 shows the dependence of pH. on pH,. At pH. > 10.5,
the curve levels off, indicating a total conversion of ammonium
ion to ammonia. However, the optimum pH for MVH·nitrate
and nitrite reductase is around 7.4-7.8. Within this range only
partial conversion of ammonium ion to ammonia takes place.
As shown in Figure 2, curve 2, obtained with a KNO, con­
centration of 1 X 10-3 M at pH, 8.0 (direct method), the
response was very slow, taking about 20 min to reach 95'10
of equilibrium. Furthermore, the sensitivity is very low, and
the pH. drifts badly at equilibrium. As can be seen from
Figure I, any pH, below 10.5 must be very well fixed in order
to obtain good reproducibility. Thus, accurate measurements
are difficult to achieve and direct monitoring of the reaction
with an air-gap electrode is not practical. Because of diffi­
culties encountered, it was decided to perform the mea­
surement in two separate steps: that is, to let the catalytic

digital 110 pH meter and a Healh Slrip chart recorder wilh de
offset module and potentiometric ampJifier were used to record
the electrode response.

Reagents and Materials. The electrolyte solution used was
5 X 10-3 M ammonium chloride solution saturated with wetting
agent (Victawel 12, Stauffer Chemical Co.).

Methyl viologen, cyanogen bromide, and glutaraldehyde were
obtained from Sigma Chemical Co. (St. Louis, Mo.). Alkylamine
glass beads were purchased from Corning Glass Co. (Corning,
N.Y.).

E. coli K12 PA 601 was obtained from the American Type
Culture Collection. Fresh leaves of Sp;nocco a/crocco were
purchased from 8 local market.

Preparation of Enzyme. The isolation and purification of
nitrite reductase from spinach leaves was carried out according
to Ho and Tamara (16) up to the DEAE-rellulose chromatography
step. The induction, isolation and purification of nitrate redueta.-;c
from E. coli K12 was performed according to Forget (I 7) to the
first ammonia fractionation step. The enzyme was solubilized
by heat rather than acetone treatment. The main fractions of
enzymes were combined, freeze-dried, and stored in a freezer for
later use. As a result of the preparation, from 1.0 kg of spinach
leaves, about 220 units of nitrite reductase, can be obtained with
specific activity of i.5 units/m~ and from 45 g of wet weight E.
coli cells about 4560 uniL'i of nitrate reduclnsc can be obtained
with a specific activity of 10.0 units/mg.

Immobilization of Enzyme. The method is based on the
procedure of Marshall (/8), with some modifications. Acth.'otc
2 g of glass beads by adding 15 ml, of 3'10 glutaraldehyde, then
degas the product under a desiccator vacuum for 10 min at room
temperature. After activation for 60 min at atmospheric pressure
and room temperature, decant and wash the glass beads at least
three times with distilled water. The activated glass beads were
added to 15 mL of 0.1 M phosphate buffer containing 50 mg of
nitrate reductase or 100 m~ of nitrite reductase. The mixture
was degassed for 10 min on an ice·bath, and the couplin~ reaction
was carried out for 24 h at 4 °C with ~entle shaking. The im·
mobilized material was washed at least three times with 0.01 M
phosphate buffer (pH 8,0) and slored in a refrigerator until use.

Measurement of Nitrite or Nitrate with Soluble Enzymes.
Fifty ~L ofTris buffer, 0.45 M, pH 7.0, containing 3 units of nitrite
reductase for nitrite assay, or:l units of nitrite reductase plus 3
units nitrate reductase for nitrate as..'08y, and 0.75 prool of methyl
vioJogen, was pipetted into a sample chamber, followed by 200
#lL of a nitrate standard solution. The reaction was initiated by
adding 50 ,.L of sodium bicarbonate solution, 0.26 M, containing
3.75 mg of sodium dithionite, which was prepared immediately
before uae. The sample chamber was put in a water bath at ao
OCt incubated for 5 min, and then placed on a magnetic stirrer,
preset at the desired speed. One-hundred ~L of 0.05 N NaOH-KCl
solution was added, and the chamber was immediately cO\'ered
with the electrode body. The potenlial change was recorded until
a steady state was reached. The pH of the equilibrium state (pH.)
on the surface of the glass electrode was read directly from the
digital pH meter. The stirrer is best preset at 8 moderate speed,
80 that all measurements could be accomplished under almost
identical conditions. In order to extend the detection limit, a
minimal sample dilution should be effected.

Measurement of Nitrite or Nitrate with Immobilized
Enzymes. To 0.25 mL of 0.45 M, pH 7.0 Tris buffer, containing
3.75 ~mol methyl \'iologen, add 1.0 mL of sample solulion and
0.25 mL of 0.25 M sodium bicarbonate, containing 18.25 mg
sodium dithionite; mix. Pass this solution through column A (0.5
X 14 em), which contains immobilized nitrite reductase for nitrite
assay, or column B, which contains a 1:1 mixture of immobilized
nitrate and nitrite reductases for nitrate aSSd.Y, at a flow rate of
0.3 mL/min controlled by a peristallic pump, so that a 100%
conversion can be assured. After 5-6 min, collect 300 ~L of the
eluent, pipet into the sample chamber, and measure the amount
of ammonia released as described above. Since the void volume
and dead volume of the column are about 0.9 and 0.1 mL, reo
spectively, this 5-6 min waiting time is necessary to obtain
homogeneous sample composition.

Measurement of Nitrate and Nitrite Mixtures with
Immobilized Enzyme•• The procedure employed is the same
as described for the measurement of nitrile or nitrate. The same



Q Final nitrate and nitrite concentrations: 5 X 10- 1 M.

Table II. loterference Studies of Diverae Substances in
the Electrocbemical Metbod

Tobie J. Effect of Electrolyte Concennatlon on
Senaitlvlty and DrIft

reaction incubate at a suitable pH for a defmite time, and then
to carry out the actual ammonia measurement by the addition
of an excess amount of strong base to secure quantitative
conversion. Therefore, pH 7.0 was chosen to minimize loss
of ammonia during incubation, and the enzyme in eitber
soluble or immobilized form still shows reasonably high ac­
tivity, compared witb curve 2. Much better results were
obtained by the two-step method (curve 3) at the same
substrate concentration (compare to curve 2). Curve I is a
blank, with no enzyme added (19).

Effect of Concentration of Electrolytc on the Surface
of the Electrode. The concentration of electrolyte was
studied to determine which was optimum to achieve the
greatest electrode response with the least drift. From Table
I, two conclusions were reached. First, the lower the electrolyte
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concentration, the better the sensitivity. Second, the higher
the concentration, the smaller the drift. ThereCore, a com­
promise electrolyte concentration, 6 X H,' M, wu uaed for
all subsequent measurements.

Response Time and Recovery. The response time variea
with substrate concentration. In general, it takes 30 s tD 1
min, 2-3 min, and 6-7 min, to reach steady state st con­
centrations of 10-', 10-3, and 10'" M, respectively. Although
the thicknesa of the electrolyte layer on the surfsce of the
electrode has essentially no effect on the fmal pH" value, it
does affect the response time. This effect becomes especially
apparent at low substrate concentrations, (6 X 10-6 M tD 5
X 10""' M), where poor response times were obtained (>7 min),
if the layer was too thick. To make the layer thinner, s tiasue
was used to absorb the excesa electrolyte. The return oC the
signal to a steady, well·defined baseline (the recovery time)
was almost instantaneous, provided that the electrolyte layer
is renewed between measurements.

Calibration Curve of Standard Solutions. According
to the procedures described above, standard curves Cor nitrite
and nitrate were obtained and are shown in Figure 3. The
linear range is between 5 X 10-6-1 X H,' M N03" and NO.-,
with a slope of 1.HH.12 pH units/decade. The fact that the
curve levels off at high concentrations is possibly due tD (1)
the oxidation of reduced methyl viologen by molecular osygen
before completion of the enzyme reaction. (2) The equation
by Ruzicka and Hansen (14) does not hold at high concen­
trations, or (3) concentration is plotted and not activity. The
leveling off observed at low concentration is due to the de­
tection limit of the electrode. The cs!ibration curves obtained
using inunobilized enzymes for nitrate, nitrite, and nitrate plus
nitrite fall on one single straight line between 1 X 10"'-1 X
10-' M substrate with a slope of 1.04, which is close tD the­
oretics! value of 1.00.

Interference Study. Theoretically, using the steady-state
method and the air·gap electrode, no interference is expected
from any ions which do not inhibit the enzymic reaction. This
is verified by the data in Table II, which shows thet most
diverse ions which may cause severe interference in con­
ventional methods do not interfere. However, copper(\O and
mercury(II), which immediately precipitate with dithionite
ion, do interfere. No interference was observed from any other
cations or anions.

Stability of Immobilized Nitrite and Nitrate Reduc·
tases. The stability of the immobilized enzyme was studied,
based on how many measurements could be made with a
100% conversion of 1 X 10-' M substrate tD product, under
standard assay conditions. It was shown that the immohilized
nitrite reductsse could be used with 100% conversion of nitrite
to ammonia for about 100 measurements. After that time,
the conversion efficiency decreased to 90% at 120 mea­
surements. The immobilized nitrate reductase gave 100%
conversion of nitrate to nitrite up tD 160 measurements. with
a gradual decrease resulting thereafter. However, the lifetime
of the enzyme for 100% conversion can be extended by slowing
down the flow rate.

O.Oil
0.04
0.007
0.02
0.007
0.002
0.01
0.005
0.001

4pHe/5
min

drift of pH.

sample
conen.

(NH,').,M

1 X 10-'
1 X 10-'
1 X 10-'
1 X 10-'
1 X 10-'
l'x 10-'
1 X 10-'
1 X 10-'
1 X 10-'

detection
limit for
NH,',M

4.4 X 10-'
4.4 X 10-'
4.4 X 10-'
4.8 X 10-'
4.8 X 10-'
4.8 X 10-'
1.0 X 10-'
1.0 X 10-'
1.0 X 10-'

final conen % error observed
diverse of diverse

ions ions, M NO,- NO,-

Ca'· 5x 10-' -3.2 + 1.9
Zn'· 5x 10-' -2.6 -3.5
Mn 2 • 5x 10-' + 1.9 -4.2
Cu" 5x 10-' -80.6 -75.4
Co" 5x 10-' -2.7 -1.6
Np· 5x 10-' + 1.7 -2.6
Mg" 5x 10-' -3.4 + 1.9
Hg" 5x 10-' -100.0 -100.0
Na' 5x 10-' -0.9 -2.8
K' 5x 10-' -3.1 +1.3
NO,- 5x .10·' ...a -2.7
NO,- 5x 10-' +2.7 ...a

CIO,- 5X 10-' -4.5 -1.9
SO,'- 5x 10-' +0.6 -4.4
SO ,- 5x 10-' -1.7 -2.1.
CI- 5x 10-' + 4.0 +0.7
CIO,- 5X 10-' -1.8 -.2.9
BrOs- 5x 10-' -1.2 +3.2
10,- 5x 10-' +3.8 -1.2

electrolyte
solution,

(NH,').,M

1 X 10-'
1 X 10-'
1 X 10-'
5 X 10-'
5 X 10-'
5 X 10-'
1 X 10-'
1 X 10-'
1 X 10-'

Table m. Determination of Nitrate and/or Nitrite at a 1:1 Ratio

(NO, + NO, -) M relative relative
CV, error, (NO,-)M, CV, error.

added found SDb % % found SD % %

I X 10-' 1.06 X 10-' 0.081 7.6 6.0 4.55 X 10-' 0.38 8.3 9.0
5X 10-' 5.22 X 10-' 0.30 5.7 4.4 2.38 X 10-' 0.15 6.3 4.8
1 X \0-' 0.96 X 10-' 0.040 4.2 4.0 4.88 X 10-' 0.26 5.3 2.4
5x \0-' 5.12 X 10-' 0.17 3.3 2.4 2.51 X \0-' 0.10 4.0 0.4
1 X \0-' 1.03 X 10-' 0.022 2.1 3.0 4.93 X 10-' 0.18 3.6 1.4

Av 3.96 Av 3.6

a (NO,)= (NO, + NO,)- (NO,-). b Averace of three "meuurementl.

relative
(NO,-f M error,

caled %

6.05 X \0-' 21.0
2.84 X 10·' 13.6
4.72 X 10·' 5.6
2.61 X \0-' 5.2
5.37 X 10-' 7.4

Av 10.56
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(which have higher CO, desorption rates). The CO, desorption
rate depends on temperature, the pH value, the volume of the
electrolyte layer and of the sample solution, the stirring speed,
and the air-gap space. All these factors can be controlled
easily, with the exception of the thin electrolyte layer which
is difficult to reproduce each time. Since the volume of the
electrolyte layer is so small, a slight change will cause a large
effect on the CO, desorption rate (19). Therefore, it is difficult
to predict Whether the errnr will be high or low. The assay
value for nitrate, or nitrate plus nitrite, has more error than
that for nitrite alone, because errors in both measurements
are introduced. However, the method is reasonably good for
the determination of NO,' and NO,- at concentrations greater
than 5 X 10" M. It appears likely that this procedure is not
very promising for the accurate assay of nitrate and nitrite
mixture in potable water since 5 X 10" M is well above the
allowable limits as previously described.

LITERATURE CITED
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The immobilized enzymes are also very stable with tem·
perature. Leaving the immobilized enzymes at room tem·
perature for three weeks, 100% conversion was observed with
both enzymes.

Detarmination of Nitrate and/or Nitrite in a Mixture.
With the use of the dual enzyme system, samples of nitrite
and nitrate in a mixture were measured (Table III). Poor
reproducibility and high errors were observed at low substrate
concentrations. This is mostly due to the sensitivity of the
electrode to the CO, desorption from the electrolyte layer
(coated on the surface of the electrode) onto the sample
solution which was adjusted to high pH value (11.0). This
CO, desorption causes an increasa in pH value of the elec­
trolyte layer (19), thus rMuiling in a drift of the response curve,
This effact becomes obvious at low substrate concentration
since at these concentrations the time to reach equilibrium
is slow and the pH value at equilibrium, pH.. is usually lower
than those obtained from higher substrate concentrations
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Enzymatic Determination of Nitrate: Fluorometric Detection
after Reduction with Nitrate Reductase

Chlh-Hen Klang,l Shla S. Kuan, and George G. GuIlbault"

Department 01 Chemistry, university 01 New Orleans, Ne" Orleans. Louisiana 70122

An .nzymatlc melhocIfor Ih. del.nnlnallon oIlrac. amounla
Of nllral. In wal.r haa b••n d.v.lop.d. Th••nzym.,
NADH-d.pend.nl nltral. r.ductase (Ee 1.8.8.1), haa been
Induc.d from Chlcrella vulgaris and waa highly purltled by
a"lnlly chromalography. Nltral. Is reduc.d 10 nltrlt. by lhls
.nzym. In Ih. pr•••nc. of NADH aa .Iectron donor. Alth.
aam. 11m., NADH Is oxidized 10 NAD". Th. ral. 01 dlsap­
p.aranc. 01 NADH, Indlcaled by a decr.... 01 noor.scene.
Intensity, Is monitored with a newly dev.1oped, slIcan&-rubber
pad nuorom.trlc lechnlque. D.,ectIon range Is 50 ppb 10 7.5
ppm.

Recently, the analysis of trace amounts of nitrate in
drinking water has become very important. However, 8S

mentioned earlier, most of the current methods src non­
specific, time-consuming and complicated. Therefore, the
development of a simple, specific method which is sensitive
enough to measure tl1e nitrate content in drinking water is
desirable. Fluorometric methods have a sensitivity which is
approximately 103 times greater than that of most spectro­
photometric methods. This method, together with an en·
zymatic approach, is well suited for this purpose.

NADH(nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide)-~.ependent

nitrate reductase induced from algae can effect the reduction
of nitrate to nitrite ion, in the presence of NADH as an
electron donor. At the same time, NADH is oxidized to NAD+;
thus the rate of disappearance of NADH fluorescence can be
easily monitored using 8 fluorometer.

nitrate reductase

NO,' + NAD+ + H,O (1)

Because of its simplicity, sensitivity, and economy, a newly
developed silicone-rubber pad fluorometric method (1) was
used for all measurements.

EXPERIMENTAL
Apparatus. An Aminco Fluoro-Microphotometer (American

Instrument Co., Silver Spring. Md.), fitted with Corning 7-60
primary ruter, a Kodak·Wratten combination 2A/47B secondary
filter, and RCA 1P28 photomultiplier as detector was used to
monitor the fluorescent changes. The cell compartment and
instrumental set up were the same as described by Lau and
Guilbault (2). The change in fluorescence with time is measured
and equated to the concentration of nitrate to be determined.
Silicone·rubber pada used were the same as described by Kuan
et al. (I).

Reagents and Materials. NADH, purchased from Sigma
Chemical Co., was dissolved in 0.5 M phosphate buffer, pH 7.8
to make a final concentration of 2.5 mg/10 mL. Water samples
were obtained from Jefferaon Water Works (Jefferaon, La.).

Chlorella vulgaris was a kind gift from L. P. Solomonson,
Department of Biochemistry, College of Medicine, Univeraity of
South Florida.

'Prosentaddresa, Department of Chemical Engineering and Nuclear.
Engineering, Iowa State Univenity, Ames, Iowa s0011.

Preparation of Enzyme. The induction, isolation, and
purification waa carried out aa described by Solomonson (3). The
enzyme has 8 specific activity of 21 units/mg, after a one-step
affinity chromatographic purification from the crude extract.

Measurement of Nitrate. Place a silicone·rubber pad onto
the center of the cell. To the pad add 10 .... of distilled water,
50 pL of standard nitrate solution or the sample solution, and
30 pL of enzyme solution; mix thoroughly with the help of a tiny
syringe needle. Add 10 pL of NADH buffer solution and mix.
Immediately insert the cell with the pad on it into the cell
rompartment to line up with the incident beam of the fluorometer.
Record the change in fluorescence at 460 om <excitation wave­
length, 340 nm) for 2-3 min. Plot the change of fluorescence per
min (M/ min) vs. the nitrate roncentration of a series ofstandard
nitrate solutions for the construction of a calibration curve. The
nitrate in a water sample can be read directly from this calibration
curve.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Optimization of Measurement Conditions. The ....y

conditions were optimized, based on the effect of pH, buffer,
buffer concentration, and temperature. As shown in Figure
I, the enzyme has higher activity in phosphate buffer than
in Tris·HCl buffer. The optimum pH in phosphate buffer
is around pH 7.6-8.0. Figure 2 shows that the optimum
concentration of phosphate buffer for the rate change is fairly
broad with a peak at 0.5 M_ The enzyme is quite sensitive
to temperature changes. Inactivation of enzyme occurred at
temperatures greater than 30 ·C; therefore, all measurements
were run at room temperature. The effect of enzyme con·
centration on the rate is shown in Figure 3. A leveling off
was observed at 30 pL of enzyme solution (0.0014 unit/pL),
at substrate concentrations lower than 10 ppm. The order
of reagent addition is also important since the enzyme can
be inactivated by NADH in the absence of nitrate (3, 4). It
is better to mix enzyme, nitrate solution, and buffer solutions
first; NADH is then added to initiate the enzyme reaction.

Calibration Curve of Nitrate. A calibration curve of
standard nitrate solution exhibits linearity in the range of 1-7.5
ppm. However, a lower detection limit can easily be obtained
by decreasing tbe amount of NADH used, and by switching
the multiplier down to a more sensitive scale. In this case a
straight line calibration curve was obtained from standard
solutions between 50-1000 ppb. However, in the 50-250 ppb
concentration range, the linear range of the reaction rate
(M/min) is short (15-30 0). To obtain better, more accurate
plots, the use of faster chart speeds is recommended. When
measuring a blank solution containing no nitrate ion, a small
rate is always observed. This is probably due to the presence
of trace amounts of NADH-oxidase which was not removed
during the purification steps and to the self·decomposition
of NADH at room temperature.

Measurement of Water Samples. Table I shows the
value of nitrate obtained by the present method compared
with the UV absorbance method (5); the agreement is very
good. The recovery study showed an average of 98.5% (Table
II). In order to evaluate the dynamic range of this method,
the water sample was diluted 1()'fold, and the percentage
recovery was measured in the more sensitive range. The
reaults are shown in Table m.

0003-2700l7e/035G-1323S01.0010 C 1878 _ a..-~
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Table I. Determination of Nitrate in Water Samples

UV proposed
mclhod,a mcthod,b SD, CV.

sample ppm ppm ppm %

tap walcr
1 3.72 3.77 0.09 2.3
2 5.28 5.41 0.07 1.3

river water
1 4.37 4.92 0.12 2.4
2 6.23 6.05 0.13 2.1

CI Data obtained from Jefferson Water Works. Average
of three measurements. b Average of three measure­
ments.

pi'

Figure 1. pH profile of NADH-nitrate reductase. KN03 concentration,
2 X 10-3 M. Incubation time. 5 min. Temperature. 25°C. (0 - 0)
PIlosphate buff0(. 0.075 M. pH 7.8. (. - e) Tris butter. 0.Q75 M. pH
7.8

Table II. Recovery Study of Water Sample.

NO,' total N0
3

-

added, found, recovery,
ppm ppm %

0.00 3.77
0.50 4.14 97
1.00 4.72 99
1.50 5.11 97
2.00 5.88 102
2.50 6.12 98
3.00 6.63 98

av 98.5

Table III. Recovery Study of Diluted Water Samples"

94
98

recovery,
%

nitrate conen, ppm

reportedb foundc

tap water
3.77 3.54
5.11 5.30

river water
4.92 5.06
6.05 5.74

103
95

Av 97.5

a All samples were diluted 1:10. b Data obtained from
Jefferson WatN Works, average of three measurC'ffients.
C Value obtained multiplied by the dilution factor
(X 10), average of three measurements.

0)

l

Fig",. 2. Plot 01 .:IFImln vs. M 01 phosphate buffer. pH 7.8. NO,'
concentration, 5 ppm. All other conditkms are the same as described
in text

• --<> ••• "

Table IV. Interferences Studies of Diverse Substances in
the Fluorometric Mcthoda

final conen error
diverse of diverse observed,

ions ions, M %

Ca 2 < 1 X 10- 3 /·2.0
Zn" 1 X 10-' -3.9
Mn 2 ' 1 X 10- 3 -5.2
Cu" I X 10- 3 -89.3
Co" 1 X 10- 3 >1.3
Np· 1 X 10-' -18..1
Mg2< I X 10- J -2.1
Hg:' I X 10- 3 -100.0
Na' I X 10" -0.8
K' 1 X 10-' -1.7
NH,' 1 X 10-' +3.1
NO,' 1 X 10-' -12.5
CIa',' 1 X 10- J -2.3
80/- 1 X 10" -1.4
80 J

2o 1 X 10-' >3.2
CI' 1 X 10-' -1.5
CIO,' 1 X 10- 4 >94.4
BrO,- 1 X 10" >34.2
1O,' 1 X 10- 4 >18.7

a Nitrate concentration, 8 X 10"M.

I -I L.J
n J~

... L or r..=~

FIgure 3. Plot 01 ~F/mn vs. nitrate reductase added per assay. N03­

concentration, 10 ppm. AI other corKitions are the same as described
In text

Interference Study. The interference study is shown in
Table IV. Except for copper(lI) and mercury(II), most anions
or cations do not interfere. The interference from chlorate,
iodate, and bromate is because these anions are cosubstrates
of the enzyme (6). The smaII interference from nitrite is
probably due to product inhibition.

"'+ /
J-.,-!---.



Reproducibility. Many other factors such as drop shape,
sample volume, and pad shape affect the reproducibility as
discussed by Guilbault and Vaughan (7). Attention should
be paid to placement of the pad inside the cell and to efficient
mixing of the reagents before each measurement.

CONCLUSION
A method for the determination of nitrate in water samples

at pph levels has been developed. The advantages of this
method over other enzymatic and spectrophotometric pro­
cedures are: simplicity-only enzyme, NADH, buffer solution,
and substrate are needed for the measurement; rapidity-only
3-5 min is required for each assay; and specificity-most
diverse ions do not interfere. Therefore, this procedure can
be a very useful method for monitoring of nitrate in con­
taminated drinking water, as well as in food and other fields.
The main disadvantages generally associated with most
fluorescence methods, Le., (l) errors from fluorescing con­
t.aminants such as aromatic organic compounds in the water
sample and (2) sample matrix effects generally caused by
spectral and nonspectral interferences associated with the
matrix, are not as important in "olid-surface methods such
as the one described herein. Any strongly fluorescing com-
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pounds present, which absorb or emit at the same wavelengths
as NADH, would interfere.
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Determination of Polypropylene Glycol Extracted from Polymers
into Food-Simulating Solvents

Tore Ramstad,· T. J. Nestrlck, and R. H. Stehl

Dow Chemical U.S.A.. Midland. Michigan 48640

A method lor the determination of polypropylene glycol at
sub-ppm levels In aqueous and organic media Is presented.
Combining the classical Zeisel alkoxyl reaction with high­
efllclency GLC, the method has been used to determine the
amount of polypropylene glycol (P-1200) extracted from
several polymers Into food-slmulatlng solvents--ethanoVwater,
acetic acid/water, water, and heptane. Extracted polyglycol
Is degraded using hydrlodlc acid to form 2.Jodopropane as the
major reaction product. The 2-lodopropane Is determined
either by GLC or by GC-MS. This procedure has produced
75 % overall converslon (yield) of polyglycolto 2.Jodopropane
and ±20 % relative standard deviation.

Polypropylene glycol has found use as an additive in a
variety of polymers. Its compatibility with the matrix, low
volatility, and plasticizing attributes have led to increased use
of polypropylene glycols as tlexibilizing modifiers. To evaluate
the amount of the additive which may migrate from a plastic
food package into food, in support of our concerns about
product stewardship as well as those of the Food and Drug
Administration (1), analytical procedures have been developed
to measure the concentrations of the additive in food·sim­
ulating media.

Several studies have been published on the analysis of
polyglycols at high concentrations, including percent levels.
These studies include procedures utilizing nuclear magnetic
resonance spectrometry (2), a modified Zeisel procedure for
oxyalkylene groups, including polypropylene glycol, in which .

evolved iodine was measured (3). thin-layer chromatography
of various derivatives of polyglycols (4), and gas chroma­
tography of polyethylene glycols as their silyl ethers (5, 6).

For low ppm determinations, an alternative approach is
required. [Since completion of this work, a sensitive technique
for determining polyglycols by a derivative chronopoten­
tiometric procedure has been published (7)]. Alkoxyl groups
have been determined by the classical hydriodic acid de­
composition of Zeisel (8). For ethers the Zeisel reaction may
be represented as:

ROR'~ R1 + R'1 + H,O

Many modifications of the procedure exist (9, 10), including
the use of GLC for determination of the alkyl iodide. The
determination of alkoxyl b'TOUPS in cellulosics by Cobler et aI.
(11) was one of the first such applications. Crippen (12)
reports a glycol determination on a O.I·g sample using HI and
propionic anhydride followed by gas chromatographic analysis
on Poropak Q. Merz (13) published a method for the de­
termination of propylene oxide polymers in which the chief
reaction product of the Zeisel reaction is isopropyl iodide
(68%) with 22% conversion to propionaldehyde. The volatile
isopropyl iodide was collected in m·xylene in a cold trap and
then determined chromatographically. More recently Pfifer
(14) described the use of Rohm and Haas XAD resins to sorb
oxyethylene from water. The oxyethylene was then reacted
with HI to produce ethyl iodide with a final determination
by GLC. We report here a microscale Zeisel/GLC procedure
for the determination of polypropylene glycol of nominal
molecular weight 1200 (P-1200) in four food-simulating

0003-2700178/0360-1325$01.00/0 © 1975 Ame<lean Chemical Sociely



" ppm (~g/mL) calculated for (10 em' solvent volume)/
(in.' surface area) (15). b Addition of P'1200 at the 1%
level.

!.

Flgwe 1. Gas ch'omatogram 01 EIOHIH,C) extract 01 polystyrene. The
2-iodopropane peak Is equivalent to 0.5 ppm PPG In the extract. GC
conditions: 2 m X 3 mm glass packed with Carbowax 20M bonded
to 150/200 PorasI E-AW; heiun carrier at a lIow 0175 cm'/m.n; colUlm
temp.• 70 °C; Injector temp.. 150 °C; FlO detector temp.. 250 °c;
sample size. 2 Ill: sensitrvity, 2 X 10-12 afs

heptane

0.054
0.053
0.054
0.053
0.053
0.053

EtOH/
H,O

0.12
0.13
0.14
0.12
0.14
0.13

HOAc/
H,O

0.12
0.12
0.10
0.10
0.10
0.11

H,O

0.079
0.079
0.083
0.076
0.081

av.0.080

Table II. ppm PPG Extracted" from Tyrilb

omount of 2·iodopropane could then he calculated from the
determined yield. The percent conversion of p·1200 to isopropyl
iodide was approximately 75% although it ranged from 60-80"!o.
As a check on conversion reproducibility. a known amount of
P-1200 was included in each set of Zeisel reactions; all data
subsequently reported arc corrected for the experimentally­
determined conversion yields.

Table I. ppm PPG Extracted" from GP Polystyreneb

water 0.08
HOAc/H,O 0.10
EtOHIH,O 0.60

" ppm (~g/mL) calculated for (10 em' solvent volume)/

~i~i;r~~:u~~~~at(i~)diti~~e~~;~~ :~~r:r~~~r5~)~~:I~e

RESULTS

In Table I are shown the levels of polypropylene glycol
(PPG) found in extracts of General Purpose (GP) polystyrene
after 21 days. Figure I shows the gas chromatogram of the
EtOH/H,O extract of polystyrene. Table II shows the results
of five separate determinations of PPG extracted from Tyril
(Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company), a copolymer
of styrene and acrylonitrile. after 10 days. The data of Table
11 show excellent reproducibility for this procedure. Single-ion
chromatograms of a HOAc/H,O blank and a 10-day
HOAc/H,O extract of Tyril are shown in Figure 2; all data
are corrected for blanks. Results for high impact polystyrene

yH,
HO.;cH-CH,-O~ H

Ignoring the two end groups (OH and H), we have from the Zeisel
reaction,
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8Olventa-water, 1:1 (v/v) ethanol/water, 3:97 (v/v), acetic
acid/water, and heptane.

EXPERIMENTAL

The decomposition of polypropylene glycol treated with 57%
aqueous HI was investigated. Known amounts of p·1200 were
introduced into ampules of C8. 6 cm3 volume (Kontes Glass
Company) along with measured amounts of acid. The sealed
ampules were placed in an oven for different periods of time to
study conversion efficiencies to the expected halides. Upon
removing the ampules, they were cooled, scored, and opened.
Using HI the major reaction product is 2-iodopropane (isopropyl
iodide). It was established that at the low levels being deu.rmined
in this work, B small amount of acetic anhydride added to the
reaction ampule improved the conversion efficiency_

Nine plau.s of each plastic material (8.9 em x 5.1 em x 0.25
em), separated by glass rods, were placed in 250-300 mL of
food-simulating solvent in 16--o1 bottles. Extractions into the
food·simulating solvents were conducted at 49 ·C (120 ·F) for
perioda up to 21 days. Two or three milliliu.rs each of the heptanc,
ethanol/water, and acetic acid/water extracts and 5 mL of the
wau.r extract were withdrawn at desib"'au.d inu.rvals and pipetled
into the reaction ampules. These solutions were then evaporated
to dryneas under N, @ 55 ·C. To each ampule was added.
succesaively, 1 mL a-xylene, 100 pL HI, and 50 pL acetic an­
hydride. Following the addition of reagents, the ampules were
sealed and placed in an oven at 150 'c for I to 1.5 h.

Upon completion of the reaction. the ampules were cooled first
to room temperature, then in dry ice. The upper layer (o-xylene)
was carefully thawed and the top portion of the ampule was
washed with the o·xylene by careful tipping. Quickly then, the
ampule was scored, opened, and covered with a serum cap. Upon
reaching room temperature, most of the a-xylene layer (containing
the isopropyl iodide) was transferred to a 2-drum vial containing
I mL of fresWy prepared aqueous K,CO, (4 g in 50 mL) and K,SO,
(l g in 50 mL). These reagents neutralize remaining acid and
remove any free 12, An aliquot of the a-xylene layer was injected
into 8 gas chromatograph or into a combination ~as chromato­
graph-moss spectrometer.

Reagents. The following reagents were used as received:
hydriodic acid (57"!.), MC&B; acetic anhydridc, J. T. Baker
Chemical Company; o-xylene, Burdick & Jackson: 2·iodopropane.
Aldrich Chemical Company. Inc.: and P-1200, Dow Chemical
U.S.A.

Ges Chromatography. A Varian J400 gas chromatograph was
used in this work. ColullU15 were packed either with 0.7% OV-275
on 80/100 Carbopock C or with Carbowax 20M bonded to 150/200
Porasil E-AW (internal preparation). Operating conditions are
given in the caption of Figure 1. Combined gas chromatogra­
phy-mass spectrometry was performed on a LKB 9OOOS. The
column packing was either 25% DC-200 on 80/100 Chromosorb
W-HP or Carbowax 20M bonded to 115/150 Porasil E-AW
(internal preparation). Operating conditions are given in the
caption of Figure 2.

The concentration of isopropyl iodide in the a-xylene .....as
determined by comparison with isupropyl iodide standards
prepared by weight in o-xylene. By subtracting any contribution
from blanks (i.e., migration solvents alone), the amounts of
polyglycols extracu.d and converu.d to isopropyl iodide were
calculau.d.

Calculations. P-1200 may be represented as:

yH, yH,
-CH-CH,-O- -. I-CH-CH,

51 170

Hence, for 100% conversion, I g of P-1200 yields -(170/58) x
1 = 2.93 g of 2-iodopropane. Since 2-iodopropane standards were
available, the actual yield of the Zeisel reaction could be de­
termined and did not require the use of an identical sample of
P-I200. 'The concentration of P-I200 corresponding to a measured
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Figura 2. Slngle-lon ma.. clvomatograms 01 HOAc/H,o blank and
axtract 01 Tyrl. ma.. E 170. The 2-1odopropane peak Is aqulvalent
to 0.11 ppm PPGkllhe axtrect GC-MS concItlons: 2 m X 3 mmglass
pecked wtth Carbowax 20M bonded to 115/150 PoraslI E·AW; helium
ClIlTIer at a Ilow of 40 cm'/mkl; column tamp•• 135 ·C; i1jec1or tamp.•
175 DC; seperator temp.• 150 ·C; 10., so"ce temp.• 250 DC; sample
size. 2 ilL

Table 111. ppm PPG Extracted· from HIPSb

H,O HOAc/H,O EtOH/H,O

0.73 0.77 1.76
0.70 0.82 1.73
0.83 0.87 1.78
0.76 0.86 1.81
0.83 0.81 1.80

av.O.77 0.83 1.78

• ppm (llg/mL) calculated for (10 em' lolvent volume)/
(in.' lurface area) (16). b Addition of P'1200 at the 6%
level.

(HIPS) after 26 days are 8hown in Table m.
DISCUSSION

It was indicated that 80lvent blanks must be included in
the analysi8 because of pos8ible propylene glycol or propyl
iodide contamination. It was discovered that the 80urCe of
reagents is important: the blank using acetic anhydride
catalyst which had been kept in a polyethylene bottle (Nalgon)
was four times that of the blank using acetic anhydride kept
in a glas8 bottle. In the latter case, the residual blank may
have been due to 80me propyl iodide in the hydriodic acid.
Nevertheless. for theae 80lvents. the magnitude of the blank
did not exceed one-tenth the amount of polyglycol originating
from the polymer.

Conversions of P·I200 to 2·iodopropane were approximately
76%. Essential to high conversion efficieney is the inclusion
of a 801vent in the reaction ampule prior to carrying out the
reaction. In the early stages of our work. a solvent was added
after scoring and opening of the ampule, just prior to de­
termination by GC. It was not until a solvent was added to
the ampule before reacting the contents that converaion
efficiency to the expected halide exceeded 26%. (We alao
investigated the decomposition of P·I200 using HBr. In this
case, converaion never exceeded 26%). We believe that the
effect of this solvent is twofold: to retain the propyl iodide
as it is formed, promoting further reaction, and to reduce the
chance of disproportionation to propane and propene (8). It
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should also serve to minimize looeeI of the volatile iodide when
the ampule is opened. The use ofa IOlvent in a eeeJed ampule
precludes lower boiling solvents, since their vapor preeeure
would be excessive at the 160 ·C needed for reaction.

The major reaction sequence presumed to occur with III
is as foUOWl! (3):

• CH3 CH3
HO~~H-CHz-OI;; H + 2 x HI -x l-tH-CHz-1 + (x-II HzO

It ?H3
......... fH 3

I-CH-CHz-1 -- HC-CHz + Iz
CH3 H

HC-CHz + HI - H3C-9-CH3
1

In (a) the oxypropylene units comprising the polymer are
cleaved. reacting to form 1,2-diiodopropane (propylene iodide).
The latter compound is unstahle, being deeompoaed by both
heat and light. Vicinal deiodination leads to propylene (b)
which, in the presence of excess HI undergoes largely Mar·
kovnikoff addition to 2·iodopropane.

As the conversion efficieney of P·I200 to 2·iodopropane was
normally about 76%, side reaction(8) are probably occurring.
(Increased reaction time beyond 0.5-1 h did not increaee the
yield.) Siggia et aI. (3) postulate the reaction of 1,2-di·
iodoethane with III to form ethyl iodide. The equivalent
reaction for 1,2·diiodopropane would be:

~H3 CH3
21-CH-CHz-1 + 2HI .... I-CH-CH3 + CH3CHzCHzI + 21z

Under conditions where the l-iod<>- and 2·iodopropanes are
resolved, there is relatively little l-iodopropane formed. We
conclude from thi8 observation that the formation of 1­
iodopropane does not subtract 8ignificantly from an overall
yield to 2-iodopropane.

In summary, the modified Zeisel/GLe procedure developed
yields a total figure for oxyalkylene units. Hence, it should
be applicahle to the determination of both high and low
molecular weight glycols for these kinds of studies. Other
poaaible applications include: (1) traces in waste water; (2)
determination in biological materials: and (3) environmental
distribution studies.
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Preparation and Chromatographic
Applications of an Amide Resin

Gene M. Orf and James S. Fritz·

Ames Laboratory-U.S. Department 01 Energy and Departmenl 01 Chemistry, Iowa Stale University, Ames. Iowa 500 I I

Synthetic route. are clscuaaed lor Incorporation 01 a tertiary
aliphatic amide group In a macroporous polystyrene-dl­
vinylbenzene relln, The amide. relln retains uranlum(VI),
thollum(IV), and zlrconlum(IV) selectively Irom aqueous
aolutIon, pH 3.0. A liquid chromatographic separation scheme
using the relln I. given and quantitative results are obtained
lor ..allium In synthetic and actual samples, and lor thorium
In synthetic samples, Gold(III) and palladlum(II) are se­
'ectlvely retained by the resin Irom aqueous solutions con­
taining hydrochloric acid. The resin has a capacity lor gold
01 1.7 mmoUg.

Incorporation of a chelating group of known selectivity into
a resin is likely to result in a chelating ion-exchange resin of
predictable selectivity. For example, isooctylthioglycolate is
known to extract si!ver(l), gold(IlI), bismuth(III), copper(II),
and mercury(lI) selectively from acidic aqueous solution (/).
A resin containing the thioglycolate funclional group retains
selectively all of the above metal ions excepl copper(II) from
acidic aqueous solution (2),

The success of liquid amides in extracling uranium(VI), and
to a lesser extent thorium(IV) and zirconium(lV), from
aqueous nitrate solutions (3) has inspired us to introduce an
amide group into a polystyrene-DVB resin. The resulting resin
does indeed sorb selectively uranium, lhorium, and zirconium
from aqueous solution. It also retains gold(IlI) and palla­
dium(II) strongly from aqueous chloride solulions.

EXPERIMENTAL
Chromatography. The liquid chromalograph used has been

previously described (4). A resin column 6.0 em X 0.6 em was
used for all separalions. Uronium(VI), thorium(lVl, and zir­
conium()V) were determined automatically after addition of an
Arsenazo III solution to the eluent slream al pH 0.5. Gold(lII)
was delected by collecting fmctions and analyzing by ICP emission
spectrometry.

Resin Synthesis. First, an amide group was introduced into
silica gel or Porasi! by the following sequence

~~~O} _SiOH • «:H30l3SICH2)3~HCH3 -

~:C1} _SiC ~tcH2)3NHCH3~
I , eH 3

~~'O} - SIOVltCHz13N'COCH3

til

The starling material for resins II and III was Amberlite XAD-4
resin, a macroporous styrene-divinyl-benzene copolymer supplied
by Rohm and Haas Co. The resin was Soxhlel exlracled wilh
methanol, ground, and sieved before use.

Resin II was prepared by the following reaction sequence:

Q+CUCHt14C1 ~ O'lC"'''<1luu"1

XAD-"

1""''''lea,",1

Q'''''''o:"'' ~ Q'''''''-" COOts

lUI

The first product of the synthesis of resin III was prepared as
described by Falbe, Paatz, and Korte (5). This was accomplished
by stirring 28 mL of i'-chlorobutyryl chloride into a solution of
84 mL of dibulylamine in 150 mL of pelroleum ether which had
been cooled in an ice bath. The reaction mixture was stirred for
2 h in lhe ice bath and then allowed lo sland overnight. The sall
was then filtered off and washed with petroleum ether. The ether
was distilled from the product by rolovapo";.zstion and the product
was purified by vacuum distillalion aliSO ·C, 0.001 mm Hg. The
1R and NMR speclra confirm the slructure of the first product.

The final resin was prepared by slowly adding 15 mL of the
firsl producl to a mixlure of 9 g of XAD-4 which had been dried
in a vacuum at 120 °C for 24 h, 21 g of anhydrous aluminum
chloride, and 200 mL of carbon disulfide. The reaction mixture
was then poured into an ice bat.h and the resin was finnIly fiitered
and washed with dilute hydrochloric acid and acetone.

The presence of an amide group on the resin was confirmed
by an IR spectra of the final product The nitrogen content of
the resin was determined by the Dumas method. This showed
t.he resin to contain 2.88% nitrogen, which indicates 2.05 mequiv
of amide functional group per gram of resin.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Resins. Resin I retains uranium, thorium, and zirconium
at pH values greater than 4.0 when nitrale or perchlorate salts
are in rela.tively high concentration. However, unreacted
hydroxyl groups on the silica prevented clean elution of lhe
retained metal ions. Attempted deaclivation of the hydroxyls
by silanizalion improved the situalion only slightly.

Resin II retained uranium, thorium, and zirconium only
when 2.0 M (or greater) sodium nitrate or sodium perchlorate
was added to the aqueous solution. It is possible that the
1,4-dichlorobutane may have caused some cross-linking be­
tween phenyl groups that would hinder complexation of metal
ions by lhe amide groups. Since three different chemical
reactions were performed before obtaining the final product,
lhere is the possibility of undesirable functional groups re­
maining from incomplete chemical reactions.

Resin III was much the most successful. At least two
differenl hatches of the resin were prepared successfully. This
resin was used for all of lhe work reporled in this paper.

Separation of Uranium(VI), Thorium(IV) and Zir­
conium(IV). Uranium, thorium, and zirconium are taken up
by a column of the resin from pH 3.0 perchloric or nilric acid
solulions. The method chosen for the separation of uranium,
thorium, and zirconium from each other and from several
other heavy metals was as follows. A sample containing
uranium, thorium, zirconium, and foreign ions is injected into
an eluent stream of pH 3 perchloric acid. Under these
conditions, most foreign ions are eluted and the three ions of
interest are retained. The uranium is then eluted with pH
2 perchloric acid, the thorium is eluted with pH 0.5 perchloric
acid, and the zirconium is eluted with 1 M sulfuric acid.
Zirconium could be eluled with any mineral acid with a
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Table I. Determination of Uranium In tbe Presence of
ForellD lona

Table II. Determination of Thorium In the Preaence of
Foreien lana

concentration of 1 M or greater, but the sharpest elution was
obtained with sulfuric acid. A chromatographic separation
is shown in Figure 1.

Separations of standard solutions of uranium, thorium, and
zirconium of various concentrations gave linear calibration
curves (peak height va. jlg of metal ion) for uranium and
thorium. However, zirconium could not be determined
quantitatively, possibly because of polymerization or lack of
complete, reproducible reaction with the color-forming de·
tection reagent.

Uranium and thorium were determined quantitatively in
the presence of 2O-fold molar excesses of several foreign metal
ions and as much as a 200-fold excess of some anions. All
separations were performed on a 6.0 em X 0.6 em resin column
with an eluent flow rate of 1.2 mLJmin and a color·forming
reagent flow rate of 0.8 mLJmin. The sample loop Was 54 jlL.
The results in Tables I and II show the method to be quite
selective. Rare earth salts and citrate cause mllior interference
for both uranium and thorium. Phosphate interferes with
thorium but not with uranium.

loreifll iaRl

10·' M Fe'+, Ap·, and CoH
10·' M MgH, PbH . and NiH
10·' M Zn'\ Cu1+, and Cd H

10·' M V'., 5 X 10-' M ThH , and Zr4+
10·' M Hg'+, 6 X 10-' M Th4+, and Zrh

10-) M NO)·, 5 X 10-' M Thh , and ZrU

10-' M CI-, 5 X 10-' M Th'., and Zr"
10·) M 804 2-,6 X 10-' M Thu , and Zru

10-' M tartrate
10-' M citrate
10-' M phosphate

foreign ions

10-' M Fe, AI, Co, 5 X 10-' M U, and Zr
10-' M Mg, Ph, Ni, 5 X 10-' M U, and Zr
10-' M Zn, Cu, Cd, 5 X 10-' M U, and Zr
10-' M tartrate, 5 X 10-' M U, and Zr
10-' M citrate, 5 X 10-' M U, and Zr
10-' M phosphate, 5 X 10-' M U, and Zr
10-' MHo, 5 X 10-' M U, and Zr
10-' M Ce, 5 X 10-' M U, anrl Zr
10-' Mad, 5 X 10-' M U, and Zr
10-' M V, 5 X 10-' M U, and Zr
10-' M Sn, 5 X 10-' M U, and Zr
10-' M Hg, 10-' M U, and Zr
10-' M sulfate, 5 X 10-' M U, and Zr
10-' M nitrate, 5 X 10-' M U, and Zr
IO·' M chloride, 5 X 10- 5 M U, and Zr

%reeov·
ery, avof
two triaJa

99.1
99.5
99.5

100.0
99.0
97.9

100.0
99.4
91.5
76.0
99.2

%recov·
cry, BV of
two trials

97.2
99.4
98.9
94.6
85.6
o

83.3
90.7
92.6
97.2
77.6

100.0
127.0
104.0

98.2
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.~ 0.16 ?CT,alO-5 !!u.TlII1114lZf

~ 0.14F'...~.~HC:C'H::;~:----::"'~H::'O.I.:.,:,I ~H=....._
'"00.12
z
: 0.10
a:
~ 0.08

:006

0.04

Flgwa 1. Separation of 5 X 10-' M ..anIl.m(Vl), lhorLm(IV), and
zlrconlum(lV)

Low grade orea were analyzed for uranium and thorium to
see if the resin had a practical use for the determination of
trace amounts of the metals in real sample&. Carnotite samplea
of 0.1 g were digeated in 20 mL of concentrated hydrochloric
acid and then digested to dryness in a solution of 15 mL of
concentrated hydrochloric acid and 15 mL of concentrated
nitric acid. The reaidue was then dissolved in 100 mL of
distilled water. Uraninite samplea of 0.1 g were digeated in
a solution containing 15 mL each of concentrated sulfuric and
nitric acids and also diluted to 100 mL. The samplea were
analyzed in the same way as all previous sample&. The reaulta
are shown in Table III. Attempted analysis of a monazite
sample for uranium and thorium was not succesaful.

Separation of Gold(III). The amide resin sorbs gold(Ill)
strongly from aqueous hydrochloric acid solutions. The
capacity of a resin column for gold was fairly constant from
0.5 M to 4.0 M hydrochloric acid and averaged 1.7 mmolJg.
This comparea with column capacities of only 0.08 mequivJg
for uranium and 0.04 mequivJg for thorium under the con­
ditions described earlier.

Column studies with 1.0 M and 5.0 M hydrochloric acid
showed that gold(m) and palladium(!U are taken up strongly,
but rhodium(ID), platinum(IV), and silver(l) are not retained.
It is difficult to elute gold and palladium from the resin
column with moat reagents tried, but elution is readily ac­
complished with 0.1 M sodium cyanide.

Gold(III) added to deionized water and also to seawater at
approximately 1 ppm concentrations was quantitetively re­
covered after passing 1 L of water through a 6.0 em x 0.6 em
reain column at 5 mLJmin and subsequently eluting with 0.1
M sodium cyanide.

Many resins that are selective for gold(lll) cause partiaI
reduction of the gold(Ill), perhaps to the metal. This does
not occur nearly so readily on tbe amide resin, although the
yellow gold band on the resin column does turn black if left
for a long period of time. Even then, the black band is re­
moved by elution with cyanide and the resin can be used for
many sorption and elution cycles.

Table III. Analysis of Low arade Uranium and Thorium Orea

sample

Uraninite (International Atomic
Energy Survey Reference
Sample No. S4)

Carnotite (USERDA Reference
MateriaJa Section, .
New Brunawict, N.J.,
Carnotite Sample No.4)

species determined

UJO.

UJO.

'll'o found

0.371 • 0.053

0.19. 0.02

'll'o previously
found

0.375

0.18
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Characterization of the Ion-Exchange Membrane Detector for
Liquid Chromatography and Its Application to the Separation of
Quaternary Ammonium Compounds

John G. Dorsey. Mark S. Denlon,' and T. W. Gilbert·

Department 01 Chemistry. University 01 Cincinnati. Cincinnati. Ohio 45221

An lC deleclor which operale. by meaaurlng dimensional
change' of a~ of IoIHlxchange membrene has been lurther
charactertzed and I. shown to be u.elullor the detection of
quatemary ammonium Ion.. The delector hal a precIsion 01
betler than 1% alandard error and a linear range for choline
and acelylchollne 01 at leaal 2.5 order. of magnitude.

Quaternary ammonium ions are commercially used as
antiseptics, antistatic agents, in detergent formulations of
fabric softeners, as a water treatment biocide, and in sec·
ondary·recovery oil wells. They are also prevalent in biological
systams, and are of great biomedical interest. The commercial
products ara usually mixtures, and the determination of
individual compounda in them has long been a troublesome
analytical problem. Moat often only tha total tetraalkyl
ammonium content is datermined. Trace amounts have been
determined in both commercial (1) and biological (2) aamples
by ion·pair extrection and colorimatry. Larger amounts may
be determined and differentiated from amines by nonaqueous
titration (3), Some degree of aelectivity may be achieved by
careful control of ion·pair extraction conditions followed by
two-phase titration with laurylsulfate (4). However, closely
simllar quaternary ammonium ions cannot be differentiated
by the latter procedure and. for thoae that can be differen·
tiated, qualitative knowledge of the aample compoeition is
required for proper adjustment of the conditions of extraction
(6,6).

For the aeparation of closely aimllar quaternary ammonium
iona, a chromatographic method ia required. Thin·layer
chromatography on alumina (7, 8) and high voltage elec·
trophoreaia (9) have baen uaed, and quantitation has been
accomplished by apraylng with color·forming reageuts. Gas
chromatography has been applied to the analysis of cholina
and its eaters but. because of the nonvolatility of the com·
pounda, either prior derivatization or pyrolysia techniquea
mUlt be uaed (11)-13). GC-MS, both electron impact ionization
and chemical ionization, ia also useful (14, 16).

Liquid chromatography would be the aeparation method
of choice because of the poor volatility of the compounda.
Unfortunataly, the lack of useful UV·vieible abaorption banda
has made the detection and quantitation of quaternary
ammonium Ions difficult. Ion·pair partition chromatography

I Preoent .dcU.o, Oak RldJa National Labor.tori.., P.O. Box X,
Room B8. BuIldlnc 46OON, Oak Rldge, Tenn. 37830.

using picrate as the anionic species has permitted the use of
UV detection (I6). However. this method hes e very limited
concentration range because of changes in the distribution
ratios of the individual cations with concentration. Various
other methods, all involving collected fractions and subsequent
analysis. are still widely used for the detection of quaternary
ammonium ions. These include precipitation with sodium
triphenylcyanoborate (17), "C labeling of the compounds (18),
NMR analysis (I9), and color formation with periodide (18,
20).

It is clear that a continuous means of detecting quaternary
ammonium compounda is badly needed for auch studies.

Recently a new general purpose detector was developed in
this laboratory for continuously monitoring the effluent from
a liquid chromatography column (21). This detector utilizes
a phenomenon which is associated with all ion-exchange
processes-namely, the volume change of the resin matrix
which accompanies all ion·exchange reactions. An osmotically
induced volume change also occurs for nonelectrolytes which
partition into the resin phase. Thus, it is seen that insofar
aa only species which are capable of exchanging with the
counterions, or partitioning into the resin are considered, the
detector is completely general, giving a response for all speciee.
The magnitude of the response will depend on the identity
of the pair of ions in the exchange reaction, the phyaical
properties of the reain matrix, and the composition of the
external solution.

The effluent flows through a low volume glass tube in which
a strip of ion·exchange membrane is suspended and attached
to a linear voltage differential transformer (LVDT) in a Du
Pont Model 941 thermomechanical analyzer (TMA). Ex·
tremely amall changes in the length of the ion·exchange
membrane during sorption and desorption of iona cause the
LVDT core to be displaced from its electrical center, resulting
in a signal which is recorded on the Y axis of a atrip chart
recorder.

This paper describea the application of thia detector to the
aeparation and determination of some simple quaternary
ammonium ions, and of choline nod its esters. The synthesia
of an ion-exchange membrane with a greater aensitivity than
commercially available membranes is reported, The precision,
linearity of reaponse, flow rate aensitivity, and detection limits
of this new detector are diacusaad,

EXPERIMENTAL
Chromatocraphlc System. Dalivery of the mobila phase wu

made with a Chromatronix Model CMP·2 chemically inert piston
pump. Samples were introduced into the flowing mobile phase
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Figure 1. Inverted loop membrane detector. (a) Pb baU; (b) Pt ribbon;
(c) lon-exchange membrane; (d) thick walled Pyrex tube; (e) Clvo­
matronlx microbore column fitting: (I) Te1l0n inlet tUbing

stream with n Chromatronix R60SV rot.ary injection valve having
replaceable sample loops. An .djustable bed Chromatronix
LC-9M column, 9.().mm Ld., was used throughout. All components
were interconnected with O.79-mm Ld. Teflon tubing. The system
was capable of operation up to 8 maximum pressure of 500 psi.

Aminex A-4 resin (Bio·Rad Laboratories), 16-24 ~m. was
equilibrated three times with the mobile phase and then slurry
packed. When the column was filled, the resin bed was com·
pressed by pumping the mohile phase through the column at
maximum flow rate for at least 1 h, and the column adjusted to
this final bed height. The mobile phase was 0.025 Methylene
diammonium chloride (cn·2HCI) made in distilled water and
vacuum degassed.

Reagents. The en·2HCl was made using the procedure of
Arguello and Fritz (23). The quaternary ammonium salts, tet­
ramethylammonium bromide, ethyltrimethylammonium iodide,
diethyldimethylammonium bromide, and triethylmethyl­
ammonium iodide (Eastman Chemical, Rochester, N.Y.); and
choline and esters, choline chloride, acetylcholine chloride,
propionylcholine iodide. and butyrylcholi~e iodide (all 99"'., Sigma
Chemical, Sl Louis, Mo.) \I.·ere used as received. SlUJlple solutions
were prepared by dissolving the solids in 0.035 M en·2HCI; so­
lutions containing choline and its esters were stored at 4°C.

Membranes. Strips of polyethylene (12 x 0.15 em, 26.7 ~m
Ihiek) were cut from Glad Food Storage Bags (Union Carbide).
They were washed O\'cmight with a detergent solution, rinsed with
distilled water and ethanol, and air dried. Pyrex tubes (ca. 35
em long, 15·mm o.d.• 12·mm i.d.) were half filled with styrene
(Eastman, 98%, stabilized with tert-butylpyrocateeholJ, the
polyethylene strips added, and the mixture was bubbled with N,
for 10 to 15 min. The tubes were flame scaled and irradiated with
a 19li kRlh j'-ray source for varying lengths of time. After ir­
radiation, the strips were washed three times with benzene, once
with absolute ethanol, and dried. The percent grafting was
established by the weight change of a pre-weighed square of the
polyethylene film. The samples were sulfonated by immersing
the polymer strips in chlor05u1fonic acid at room temperature for
25 min. The strips were then placed successively in CCI~ for 1
h to remove excess chlorosulfonic acid, concentrated H~O~ for
5 min. and finally in 20% NaOH at 70°C for 20 min.

The capacities of the membranes were determined by titrating
the hydrogen ions liberated by the membranes upon the addition
of an excess of NaCI to a solution containing the membranes. Each
membrane was first converted to the hydrogen form by soaking
in I M HCI followed by rinsing with waU!r until the effluent was
free of chloride ion. The titrations were performed with car­
bonate-free NaOH to a phenolphthalein end point. The titration
volumes were corrected by a blank titration of NaCI.

Monitor and Detector. The monitor and the adjustment of
the TMA have been described previously (21). The det~etor

design is that of Hansen (22) and is different from the one
previously used. It is shown in Figure 1. A strip of sulfonated,
4·h irradiated copolymer. 12 x 0.15 em, was looped in the shape.
of an inverted V inside a thick walled glass tube, 7.2 em X 0.27
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Table L Percent Polyltyrene Gnftln, and Excban,e
Capacity of Membran..

membrane capacity

total % mequiv/a:
radiation dOle, grafting, "equivl dry
time.h kR w/w cm' membrane

1 188 3.6 1.05 0.508
4 752 34.1 5.25 2.60
8a 1504 37.8 6.00 2.78

16.9 3130 63.5 8.34 3.85

a A high degree of homopolymerization of tm. aample
was indicated by a very viscous styrene liquid phase.

cm i.d., giving the detector 8 volume of 412 pL. A piece of Pt
ribbon (0.009 X 0.15 mm) was placed through the membrane loop,
and a Pb ball was squeezed shut on the ends of the Pt ribbon.
The Pb haIl then rests in 8 cradle on the tension probe connected
to the LVDT core. By using thick walled glass tubing and the
fittings from a Chromatronix microbore column, the bottom of
the membrane is easily held in place. A sealing disk with a
cenU!red hole holds the two ends of the membrane tighUy against
the end of the glass tube and the column effluent is pumped
directly into the center of the detector body.

Procedures. For the membrane response comparisons, the
now rate study, the calculations of precision of response, and the
time constant measurements 0.276-mL samples of 0.1 M NaCI
were injected direcUy into the detector with \.0 M H,so. as eluent.

DISCUSSION

Membranes. The primary considerations for an ideal
membrane for this application are; high mechanical strength
for resistance 10 tearing, flexibility for resistance 10 cracking,
thinness for rapid equilibration with the external solution,
resistance to inelastic deformation and low cross-linking fOI

maximum sweUing or shrinking response to ion-exchange
reactions. These characteristics are antagonistic and com·
promises must be made. Of the many commercial membranes
which have been tested, the cation membrane CC-60 and the
anion membrane AA-60 (American Machine and Foundry Co.)
which were used previously (21) continue 10 be the most
responsive. These are of the graft copolymer type, consisting
of a polyethylene backbone with grafted polystyrene which
is then sulfonated or quaternized. Unfortunately, these are
no longer being manufactured. so simiiaI membranes were
prepared by a method similar 10 that of Chen et al (24). Table
I shows the percent grafting and capacity data for these
membranes. The copolymer films from the 8- and 17-h ir·
radiation times were grainy, showing localized styrene p0­

lymerization, and have not been investigated for dete<:lor
response.

The response of the 4-h irradiated sample was then
compared to Ihat of the CC·60. The average probe dis­
placement for the CC-60 was 4.74 "m (15 replicates) while that
for Ihe synthesized membrane was 14.0 "m (seven replicates).
Thus, for a pure ion-exchange interaction, the newly prepared
membrane gave a response about three times greater than that
of the commercial membrane.

It is believed that two faclor. contribute to this improved
r..ponse. The new membranes are three 10 four times thinner
than the commercial membranes, providing for more rapid
equilibration during the exchange process. Second, the extent
of cross-linking of the commercial membranes is not known,
but the new membranes are not DVB cross-linked, and so are
likely wshow greater dimensional changes during an exchange
reaction.

Detector Design and Response, The new dete<:wr cell
design is an inversion of that previously reported (21). The
previous design required very tedious alignment of the detector
cell 10 prevent the TMA probe from binding on the cell walla.
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Figure 2. Detector response to NaCI samples YS. flow rate

Teble II. Precision Data

peak peak peak
height.'J widtho,,' area,

injection mm mm mm'b

1 71.5 10.0 715
2 69.5 10.0 695
3 70.5 9.8 691
4 69.5 10.0 695
5 70.5 10.0 705
6 71.5 10.0 715
7 71.0 9.5 675

a A peak height of 70 mm corresponds to a probe dis·
placement of 14 ""ro. b Peak area standard and mean de­
viations. S = 14.3 mm'. 8 m = 5.40 mm'.

The inverted loop membrane design is not as critical with
respect to alignment, and setup time is on the order of a few
minutes. The new design is also much less sensitive to flow
pulsations.

Figure 2 shows the response of the inverted loop membrane
detector as a function of flow rate. Each data point represents
the average of triplicate samples. The slower flow rates allow
longer residence time of the solute in the detector cell and,
hence a greater response, as more of the solute ions exchange
onto the membrane. Present work is being directed toward
a design giving more turbulent flow to minimize this diffusion
limited response.

Table II shows the peak height and peak area (A = h x Ulo,)
for seven sequential injections. The average area was 699 mm'
with a standard deviation of 14.3 mm' and a standard error
of 5.40 mm'. Thus, the detector is reproducible during any
given period of operation. Day to day variations of 10 to 20%
can occur, however, if the detector is dismounted at the end
of the day's operation.

Different membrane strips of the same capacity and similar
in length show responses within the 10 to 20% variation range.
Therefore, if the detector is dismounted, or 8 new membrane
is used, two or more standards must be run to re-establish the
calibration curve.

These seven sequential injections were also used to measure
the time constant of the membrane, defined as the time
required for the membrane to reach 63 % of its maximum
value at a flow rate of 2.00 mLjmin. For the adsorption
process, the value is 11 s, while for the desorption process, it
is 25 s.

Applications. Figure 3 shows a separation of simple
quaternary ammonium ions with a 22.S-cm column of Aminex
A-4 resin. The negative peak at 10 min is the "exchange peak"
and has been discussed previously (21). Analogous to the
refractive index detector, both positive and negative peaks
can be obtained, corresponding to expansion and contraction
of the membrane.

Figure 4 shows the separation of choline and three of ita
esters with a 19-cm column of Aminex A-4. Two factors had

I:L~·"·'~ 2
o ,
u 01
~-I[ ! I I Ij I , , , , , ! , •

11. ~O)O 40 -;'0 ISO 70

liME (IT'''')

Figure 3. Separation of simple quaternary ammonIum kms. (8)
tetramethylammonium: (b) ethyUrlmethylammonlum: (e) dlethyld~

methylammonium: (d) trlethylmethylammonlum. sample: 1.009 ml
of 0.035 Men·2HCI which Is also 0.015 MIn each of (a). (b). (c), (d).
Mobie phase: 0.035 M en·2HCI. Flow rate: 1.00 mL/m.,. Column:
22.5 X 0.90 em Amlnex A-4

IL~
z
~ 4 ~ bed
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FIgUl.4. saparation 01 choline and esters. (a) cholne. 0.010 M: (b)
acetylcholine, 0.010 M: (c) propionylcholine. 0.0060 M: (d) butyry~

choline, 0.0060 M. sample: 1.009 mL of (a). (b). (e). (d) at the above
concentrations In 0.035 M en·2HCI. Mobile phase: 0.035 M en·2HCI.
Flow rate: 2.00 mUmln. Column: 19 X 0.90 em Amlnex A-4

20 25

F'gwe 5. Determination 01 choline in a soy meal extract. (a) U+; (b)
chol.,e delenrined to be 2.6 mg/mL. sample: 0.456 rrL of soy meal
extract. Mobile phase: 0.035 M en·2HCI. Flow rate: 2.00 mUmin.
Column: 17 X 0.90 em Aminex A-4

to be considered in the selection of the mobile phase for this
separation. First, it has been shown that the identity of the
mobile phase and the sample affect the response of the de­
tector (21, 25). Second, the stability of the choline esters had
to be considered. It has been shown that the maximum
stability of acetylcholine with respect to hydrolysis at room
temperature was obtained at pH 4.7 (26). The rates of hy­
drolysi. of the other choline esters should be similar. The pH
of 0.035 M en·2HCl is 4.4 at 22°C and the greatest membrane
response to choline was obtained with this mobile phase.

The linear range for choline under these conditions is from
10-1 M to 5 X 10-< M. The a"erage peak heights of triplicate
samples of 1.009 mL were converted to probe displacement
and a plot of log displacement vs. log concentration gave a
slope of 1.00. This method for obtaining a quantitative es­
timation of detector linearity has been described by Fowliss
and Scott (27). The lower end of the linear range is limited
by the sensitivity of the detector and could probably be
extended somewhat at a slower flowrate. With a mobile phase
of 0.035 M en·2HCI and a flow rate of 2.00 mLjmin, the



minimum detectable quantity, defined as the concentration
of sample that produces a signal equal to twice the baseline
noise, is about 3 x 10-' g/mL for choline or acetylcholine.
While this detector is significantly less sensitive for these
compound. than GC (I(}-/3I, no lengthy sample pretreatment
is necessary.

Figure 5 shows an application of the membrane detector
to the determination of choline in a soy meal ex~ract. The
large, off-scale peak is Li., from LiOH, used to raise the pH
of the extract. The second peak is choline, determined to be
2.6 mg/mL of extract. Details of this analysis, including
extraction conditions and comparisons with other methods
will be presented elsewhere.
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Evaluation of a Computer-Controlled Stopped-Flow System for
Fundamental Kinetic Studies

Glen E. Mlellng and Harry L. Pardue'

Department of Chemistry, Purdue University. West LafayeNe, Indiana 47907

This paper dascrlbes Ihe appllcallon ot a computer-controlled
stopped·tlow sy6tem tor a klnellc study ot the Fe(III)­
thiocyanate reacllon. Klnellc equallons are developed tor a
proposed mechanism Involving two parallel pathways, and
resu"s ot some 456 experlmenls run under computer conlrol
are Interpreted and processed to provide explicit values tor
torward and reverse rate constants tor the proposed mech­
anism as well as acllvallon and thermodynamic parameters.
Of the 456 experiments run, three were rejected as being
Inconslstent w"h other data and only nine were lost completely
because ot an Inadequate supply ot stock reagent. The
imprecision was about 0.03 s·, tor rate constants In the range
ot 1.8 to 5 S-I.

The stopped·flow mixing method represents one of the most
useful techniques for kinetic studies involving reactions with
half-lives in the range from a few milliseconds to a few second..
Because the method generates data at a relatively rapid rate,
some investigators have used small laboratory computers
on·line with stopped·flow instrumentation (I-3). While these
innovations have greatly improved the convenience and re­
liability of stopped·flow studies, most of them do not take full
advantage of the capabilities of the computer9 because they
are used only for data acquisition and processing. Coupled.
with automatic reagent and sample handling equipment, a

small computer can also control and execute most of the
operations required to carry out major phases of stopped-flow
kinetic studies.

An earlier report from this laboratory described a unique
sampling/mixing system that permitted control of the
sampling and mixing steps via electrical switches (4). A more
recent report described a reagent preparation system that
could mix up to five solutions and one diluent in a wide range
of proportions and deH"'er many such solutions in sequence
to the sampling/mixing system (5). The total integrated
system is controlled by a computer system so that after stock
reagents are supplied and the conditions for several exper·
iments are entered into the computer via Teletype. then all
steps required to perform the desired experiments and process
the data are carried out automatically under computer control
and without operator intervention. Although data were
presented to illustrate some features of the quantitative
performance of the system, no data were presented to evaluate
performance for a detailed kinetic study and that is the subject
of this paper.

In this work, the Fe(III)-SCN- reaction is used as a model
system to further evaluate the performance of the computer
controlled stopped·flow instrument. Although the thermo­
dynamic and spectral properties of the monothiocyanato
complex of Fe(lII) in acid solution have been well charac·
terized (6-8), there are significant discrepancies among kinetic
rate constants reported for the 9ystem (9-/3). Therefore. in
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addition to evaluating the automated stopped·flow system,
this study also has provided useful information related to the
model reaction.

d[SCN-]
- -d-t- = (h, + h,KhdIW])[Fe'+][SCN-] -

(h' l + h.,Kh,/[Wj)[FeSCN'+] (2)

where M is the total change in absorbance from t = 0 to
equilibrium (M = A. - A.).

It is apparent from Equation 3b that plots of In (A. - A,)
vs. t should be linear if the previously proposed mechanism
and simplifications are correct. Also. the slope should have
the form of an apparent first-order rate constant

If values of h. are evaluated at different values of Fe'+
concentration for.flxed values of [H+], then plots of h. \'S. Fe"
for each [H+] concentration should be linear with slope equal
to h, and intercept equal to h" Noting the quantities rep'
resented by h, and h" it follows that a plot of h, vs. I/[H+]
should be linear with alope equal to h,KhI and intercept equal

to hI> and a plot of h, vs. I/[H+] should b. linear with slope
equal to h.,Kh' and intercept equal to h.,. Previously de·
termined values ofKhI and Kh2 can be used to compute explicit
values for h, and h.• (7, 15).

Clearly, all of the rate constants included in reactions 1can
be determined by the procedures outlined above. However,
in order to avoid large uncertainties that can arise from the
data processing procedure alone, especially those involving
extrapolated intercepts, it is important that all determinations
be based upon several data points over a relatively wide range
of the independent variable in each case. One set of ex­
periments designed to evaluate these rate constants at 25 ·C
involved triplicate runs at seven different Fe3+ concentrations
at each of eight perchloric acid concentrations (see Table I)
corresponding to a total of 168 experiments. A second set of
experiments designed to evaluate the temperature dependence
of the rate constants and associated information involved
duplicate runs on ear.h of 48 solutions at each of three
temperatures corresponding to 288 experiments. These types
of studies that involve large numbers of experiments run under
well defined conditions are ideally suited to automation and
serve as excellent examples for evaluation of the computer
controlled stopped-flow system.

EXPERIMENTAL
Apparatus. Details of the stopped-flow system including

computer hardware and software concepts have been presented
earlier (5) and are not discussed here.

Reagents. All solutions were prepared in distilled water that
had been passed through a mixed cntion- anion exchange resin
bed.

1runUm Perchlorote. A0.077 mol/L iron(III) perchlorate stock
solution in 0.200 mol/L HCI040 was prepared from reagent grade
Fe(CIO,), (G. Frederick Smith Chemical Co., Columbus, Ohio)
and standardized potentiometrically at pH '" 2 with 0.010 mol/L
standard EDTA containing no NTA (J. T. Baker Chemical Co.,
Phillipsburg, N.J. 08865).

Pcrchloric: Acid. A 2.354 mol/L perchloric acid stock solution
was prepared from reagent ACS grade HCIO.. 70';'. (Fisher
Scientific Co., Fair Lawn, N.J. 07410) and standardized against
weighed amounts of Baker Analyzed Heagent grade anhydrous
NazCO, (.J. T. Baker Chemical Cu., Phillipshurg, N.J. 08865) using
methyl orange as indicator.

Sodium Perchlorate. A U13 mol/L sodium perchlorate stock
solution was prepared by diluting 2.:154 mol/L perchloric acid
stock solution with water. The pH uf the stock NaCI040 solution
was adjusted to 7.0 with analytil'al reagent grade anhydrous
Na,CO, (Mallinckrodt,lnc., SL Louis, Mo. 63147) and the solution
was heated to remove dissolved carbon dioxide.

Sodium Thiocyanate. A 2.0 X 10 40 mol/L sodium thiocyanate
stock solution in 1.000 moll L NaCIO, was prepared from dried
Baker Analyzed Reagent grade NaSCN (J. T. Baker Chemical
Co., Phillipshurg, N.J. 08865) and the appropriate amount of 1.4t3
mollL NaCIO, stock solution.

Procedure. The reagent preparation system was calibrated
by dispensing water into preweighed vials for different amounts
of time, weighing the vials, and computing the least squares slope
and intercept of the mass vs. time data. Stock solutions of iron(llI)
perchlorate. perchloric acid, sodium perchlorate and water are
placed in containers with delivery tubes to the reagent preparation
system and are adjusted to and maint.ained at 25°C in a water
bath. Desired volumes of these three solutions and water are
dispensed into 30·mL vials on 8 turntable and each solution is
mixed with a magnetic stirring bar placed in each vial at the start
oi a series of experiments. The turntable delivers each different
reagent to the sampler/mixer feed line. A stock solution of sodium
thiocyanate maintained at 25°C is connected to the sample side
of the sampler/mixer via a delivery tube. For the temperature
study, solutions prepared with the reagent preparation system
were adjust.ed to the desired temperature prior to being run on
the stopped·flow.

When all reagents are in place, all instrumental and photometric
adjustments are complete, and all pertinent information related
to the desired experiments is entered into the computer, then the

(4)

+
H'

h. = h,IFe"] + h,

+

where Kh , and K" are equilibrium constants for hydrolysis
steps that are assumed to be very fast in comparison with the
other processes. Starting with a rate equation in terms of
forward and reverse fate constants and concentrations of all
species in Equation 1, and applying conservation of mass
equations, it can be shown that this reaction scheme leads to
a rate equation of the form

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS
The rationale for experiments performed in this study is

best described in terms of a proposed mechanism and rate
equation for the reaction. Earlier work provided evidence for
a reaction between Fe3+,.., and SCN- (14). Later work that
demonstrated increases in reaction velocity with pH (9)
suggests the probable involvement of a hydroxy complex of
Fe(III). An overall reaction scheme that accounts for these
observations is

"Feh(aq) + SCN- ...- FeSCN 1•

II Kh' ._~_ 11 Kh,

Fe(OH)" + SCN' -=- Fe(OH)SCN" (1)._,

If the Fe3+ concentration is maintained at least 20 times larger
than the SCN" concentration (CF"lII' :> 20 [SeN .]), then
reactions 1 can be treated as two competing first-order re­
actions, and the integrated form of the rate equation under
this set of conditions is

(
IFeSCN2+). )

In IFeSCN'+]. _ IFeSCN'+), =

[(h, + h,KhI /[H+])[Fe3+) + (h. 1 + h.,Kh,/[H+])]t (3a)

where [FeSCN2+J. represents the concentration ofthis species
when the reaction is at equilibrium. In the discussion that
follows it will simplify notation to refer to the quantities in
parentheses on the right side of Equation 3a as the forward
and reverse constants (h, == h, + h,Khl/lH+] and h, == h_1 +
h.,Kh,{[Wj).

It has been observed that the absorbance at 450 nm is
proportional to [FeSCN2+) ('<so = 4.6 X 10' Llmol em).
Therefore. Equation 3a can be rewritten in the simplified form

In (A. - A,) = - (h,[Fe3+) + h,)t + In AA (3b)
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Table I. ECfects of [W ) and [Fe") upon Apparent FifOt·Order Rate Conltant at 26 • C

CFe(CIO.l,. (moI/L)

0.0050 0.0075 0.0100 0.0126 0.0160
Apparent rirst·order rate constants (.-1)

0.0175 0.0200

0.200 2.29: 0.03· 2.79, 0.03 3.23, 0.06 3.73: 0.03 4.0310.03 4.47,0.03
0.226 2.171 0.01 2.58: 0.03 3.11: 0.04 3.49, 0.01 3.8410.02 4.28: 0.02
0.250 2.07' 0.03 2.58: 0.03 2.9410.04 3.30: 0.02 3.71 , 0.07 4.09: 0.03
0.275 2.01 , 0.02 2.4210.03 2.85: 0.03 3.20: 0.04 3.5410.02 [3.90: O.01]b
0.300 1.91 1 0.02 2.3610.03 2.7410.02 3.07: 0.04 3.4910.04 3.8710.07
0.325 1.89 : 0.02 2.~7 , 0.01 2.67 1 0.02 2.99 1 0.03 3.38 1 0.01 3.71 1 0.02
0.360 1.8510.02 2.23,0.02 2.62: 0.02 2.9010.06 3.2710.05 3.70 10.02
0.375 1.81 1 0.01 2.18, 0.02 2.51 1 0.003 2.81, 0.02 3.19, 0.01 3.561 0.01

a Standard deviation of three replicate runs. b Point not used. C Stock reagent depleted.

4.9910.06
4.76, 0.02
4.62, 0.01

c
4.16: 0.02
4.08: 0.04

c
c

8ystem is activated and the experiments are carried out auto­
matically except Cor a manuallOOo/a T edjustmEnt during the fll1lt
experiment.

i~

0.06
0.05
0.04
0.04
0.05
0.03
0.04
0.02

std error
of estimate,

1-'

intercept,
hr,s··

1.46: 0.04
1.34 : 0.03
1.32 : 0.03
1.27 , 0.03
1.20: 0.03
1.19: 0.02
1.14 : 0.03
1.12: 0.02

slope,
h t• L/mol·,

175: 3
1701 2
159: 2
154 : 1
150, 2
145: 1
144, 2
138: 1

CHCIO.,
mollL

0.200
0.225
0.250
0.275
0.300
0.326
0.350
0.375

of Blopea and intercepta and the standard errors of eatimate.
The Btandard errors of eBtimate indiCllte that the upper limit
ror the Bcatter in the rate conBtants impoBed by the total
Bystem including reagent preparation, ll8mpling and mixing,
meBBurement, temperature control. etc. is in the range of 0,02
to 0.06 B",

The individual valueB of kt and kr in Table II are plottad
VB. Ij[Wj in Figure 2 producing linear plota 08 predicted by
Equation 3a. LeBBt·aquares valueB of the intercepts corre­
Bpond to k, ·97:1: 3 L/mol.. and k., • 0.76:1: 0,03 B", Valuee
of KA, • 1.65 X 10" mol/L (IS) and K A• - 6,5 x 10" mol/L
(7) are used with the Blopes to compute k• • (9,6 :I: 0,6) X 10'
L/mol'B and k•• • (2.2 :I: 0.1) X 10' B-',

These values of rate constants are summarized in Table ill
along with values obtained by other workerl using a variety
of methods. The value for k.• included from an earlier paper
(11) i. bBBed on a different mechaniam that UI8I the diuo­
ciation constant for water where we used Kill to compute k.t­
The alope of the kr VB, 1/[Wj from that peper is 0,19 mol/La

1!(H") '1

Flgur.2. PIotB ot k,and k," functlona 01 [H+j". (.0.) klVl. [Wj";
slope· 15.9:1: O.B; Intercept- 97 :I: 3. (0) k, VI. [W "; ,lope ­
0.140:1: O.OOB: Intercepl· 0.75:1: 0.03.

Table II. RegreSlion Oata for Apparent First·Order Rate
Constant VB. Feh Concentration

"l::,
I

. :1
~:Ir

- i -i

'1 t
-L!-+.--------.-- ----,------i--'

I

I
, i

0·00,:

-r

Q.::lJ C·:lS
(FC:") M

FIgur. 1, Plots 01 apparent rale conslanl VI. Fe>+ c:oncentrellon. [W]:
(0) 0.200; (0) 0.255; (X) 0.250; (II) 0.275; (t) 0.300; (+) 0.325:
(0) 0.350; (.0.) 0.375.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In the Btudy at 25 ·C, data were obtained for all but three

of the 56 Beta of conditionB repreBented in Table I. Each
experiment included a trial run during which the computer
Belected a data rate that waB appropriate for tbe range of
reaction rateB for that Bet of conditionB, After the trial run,
then three replicate runs were made on one lolution prepared
for each Bet of conditionB, The 162 runs repreBented by the
data in Table I required approximately 7 h for completion
after aIlBtock reagenta and program information were Bet up.
The only operational problem encountered during that period
was related to an inBufficient Bupply of lome of the Btock
BolutionB (Bee Table I).

Each datum in Table I repreBents tbe average of three
valueB of the apparent firBt·order rate conBtant baBed upon
the Blope of In (A. - A,) VB, t plots (See Equation 3b). The
uncertaintieB quoted in the table repreBent the Btandard
deviation (:I: IS) of tbe three reBulta averaged in each CBBe,
Standard deviationB of individualleBBt BquareB BlopeB of the
In (A. - A,) VB, t plots from which the averagee ware computed
ranged between 0.002 and 0.005 a'l. Therefore, mOBt of the
uncertainty included for each datum ia related to differences
among runB and very little of it iB related to witbin run
variationB,

Figure 1 shoWl the observed rate conBtanta at each acid
concentration plotted VB, Fe'+ concentration at 26 ·C, These
plota exhibit tbe linear relationBhip predicted by Equation
4, The leBBt Bquarea slopes and intercepta that repreeent Kt
and Kr are included in Table IT along with Btandard deviations
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Table Ill. Compilatioo of Rate Constanta at 26 •C from Several Studl..

method (ref.) (ionic atrength) k" L/moh k" L/mol"

atopped.now (9) 127 • 10 (1.0 • 0.1) X 10'
(~ ~ 0.4)

prellure jump (10) 160. 60 (2.6. 0.2) X 10'
(~~ 0.5)

atopped·now(ll) 90,6 (5.1. 0.5)x 10'
(~~ 0.5)

presaure jump (12) 1321 60 (4.2,0.6) X 10'
(~= 0.2)

temper3ture jump (13) 130,40 (1.3.0.2) X 10'
(~= 0.6)

preaent work 97, 3 (9.6, 5) X 10'
(~= 1)

1.6, 0.2

0.75, 0.03

(1.0, 0.1) X 10"

(2.210.1) X 10'

3.30 3.35 3.40

( l/ToK)XIO'

Figw. 3. Replots of temperature dependent rate constant data. (A)
k,. (0) k,. (~) k.,. (.) k.,

constant for the hydroxide independent step in reaction 1.
This value compares favorably with values of 125 ± 2 and 132
± I determined by potentiometric (I6) and spectrophotometric
(7) procedures. respectively. The equilibrium constant for the
second step in reactions 1 can be estimated as h,/h., = 9.6
x 10'/2.2 X 10' or 4.4 ± 0.1 mol/L.

The second set of data involved measurements at 20. 25.
and 30°C for similar conditions represented for the 25 ·C data
in Table I. Individual values of rate constants at several
Fe(III) concentrations were used to evaluate h, and h, as
described earlier. and the results are presented in Table IV.

Values of ,l}/" = 10.2 kcal/mol (IS) and ,l}/" = 12
kcal/mol (assuming the same tiS for both K" and K" and
estimating ,l}/., from its free energy) were used with values
of h, and h, in Table IV to compute the forward and reverse
rate constants for reactions 1. Results are included in Table
V. The activation parameters included in Table V were
computed from weighted least squares slopes and intercepts
of the In (h/Tl vs. I/T plots shown in Figure 3. The
thermodynamic constants were evaluated from the differences
between the forward and reverse activation parameters for
the two reaction pathways in Equations I above. Literature
values for the thermodynamic constants under similar con·
ditions for the pH independent reaction vary from -1.5 (8)

Table IV. R_ion Data for Apparent Fint'Order Rate
Conltant VI. FeJ+ Concentration

atd
error
esti·

CHCI04' slope, intercept, mate,
mol/L T. 'C k l L/mol·s k r S'I s"

20,0.1 106.1 , 0.4 0.826 , 0.003 0.005
0.200 26. 0.1 172,4 1.37,0.03 0.04

30. 0.1 271,4 2.71, 0.03 0.04
20, 0.1 99.6,0.2 0.799 , 0.002 0.002

0.225 25, 0.1 165,2 1.27 , 0.03 0.02
30. 0.1 254,4 2.00,0.04 0.04
20,0.1 97.0, 0.4 0.759 • 0.003 0.004

0.250 25, 0.1 158, 1 1.23 , 0.01 0.008
30,0.1 238, 2 1.94. 0.02 0.03
20,0.1 94.1 , 0.4 0.735 1 0.003 0.004

0.275 26,0.1 151 , 3 1.201 0.03 0.04
30. 0.1 227,2 1.861 0.02 0.03
201 0.1 91.1 , 0.3 0.713,0.003 0.01

0.300 251 0.1 1481 1 1.14 , 0.01 0.01
30,0.1 2151 4 1.79 , 0.04 0.06
20, 0.1 88.8,0.2 0.696 , 0.003 0.01

0.325 25, 0.1 141 , 3 1.13 , 0.03 0.04
30,0.1 212. 2 1.71 , 0.02 0.04
20, 0.1 86.81 0.3 0.679 , 0.003 0.004

0.350 25 , 0.1 142,2 1.07, 0.02 0.03
301 0.1 205, 2 1.68, 0.02 0.02
20, 0.1 84.6, 0.2 0.668 , 0.002 0.003

0.375 25 , 0.1 133,3 1.10, 0.03 0.02
30, 0.1 204 , 1 1.60 , 0.01 0.02

compared with a value of 0.14 mol/Los obtained in this work.
and when that slope is used with Kh, = 6.5 x 10" mol/L to
compute h.2, a value of 2.9 x 10' is obtained in comparison
with the value of 2.2 x 10" obtained in this work. Little can
be said about the other differences among the constants except
to note the large quoted uncertainties associated with some
values of h, and to mention that the earlier stopped·fiow data
were evaluated manually from oscilloscope traces.

One other comparison involving h, and h., can be made.
The ratio h,{h" = 129 ± 6 should represent the equilibrium

E: -6.0
~.

~ ·6.4

.11----.

..... _-.. ........­
.- ........

Table V. Resolved Rate Constants at Various Temperatures

T,'C h,. L/mol·. k_ ,t 5- 1 h,(L/mol") X 10" h.,("') x 10"

20,0.1 62, 1 0.481 , 0.006 7.2, 0.3 1.50, 0.03
26 , 0.1 93,3 0.75, 0.03 9.7,0.5 1.8,0.1
30, 0.1 120,0.6 1.09 , 0.05 13.6,0.5 2.2,0.2

Activation parameters

tl.H. keallmol 11.8, 0.6 13.9, 0.6 10.81 0.8 6.0,0.1
~S., eu -9 ± 2 -13,2 -3.5, 2 -23.4 , 0.4

Thermodynamic constants

tl.H, kcal/mol -2.1 , 0.8 4.8,0.8
~S, eu 4,3 20.21 2



to -1.3 (17) kcal/mol for tJ.H and from 4 (8) to 5 (17) eu for
tJ.S, and these values are within the 95% confidence level
uncertainties of values reported in Table V.

Some checks for internal consistency can be made between
the two data sets run several months apart. The standard
errors of estimate for the data in Tables II and IV reflect the
maximum scatter in the data imposed by the total system.
The standard errors at 20 ·C are consistently lower 'chan those
at 25 and 30 ·C, and this may reflect better temperature
control for the experiments nearer room temperature. \Vhen
the Tate constants in Table I are regressed against Tate
constants for the same conditions for the other data set at 25
·C, the slope and intercept were 0.95 ± om and 0.03 ± 0.03,
respectively, with a standard error of estimate of 0.04 s-' and
a correlation coefficient of 0.997. The slope shows that the
combined effects of chemical and instrumental variables
contribute a difference of only 5% between the two data sets.

We believe the results presented above represent convincing
evidence that the computer controlled stopped-flow system
has much to offer for aspects of fundamental kinetic studies
that involve large numbers of experiments under reasonably
well defined conditions. Results presented elsewhere (18)
described the performance for routine kinetic analyses.
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In-Situ Chemically-Modified Surfaces for
Normal-Phase Liquid Chromatography

R. K. Gilpin· and W. R. Sisco

Research Division, McNeil Laboratories. Camp Hill Road. Fort Washington, Pennsylvania 19034

In this paper, the preparation of three short-chalnlength trl­
chlorosllane (n-butyl, 2-carbomethoxyethyl, and 3-cyano­
propyl) modified silica gels by a totally In-situ process Is
reported. Detailed Investigations 01 elliciency and selecllvlly
of these modllied materials along with uM10dllled silica have
been carried out In a nannal-phase mode using a series of 14
test aolutes with water-saturated n-hexane as the mobile
phaae. All compound retentions have been examined on a
relaflve basis using aniline as the reference solute. Columns
have been found to vary In polarity In the order. silica, n-buly~
2-carbomethoxyethyl, 3-cyanopropyl. In addlllon, column­
to-cohmn reproduclblllly 01 these pacldngs has been evaklated
for multlpreparatlons. Typical average deviations of relative
retention for the 14 test solutes have ranged between 4-8 %.

In recent years the number of commercially available
high-efficiency liquid chromatographic packings has grown
at a remarkable rate (1,2). This has been especially true for
the chemically modified materials (3,4). In parallel growth
has been the number of literature references of the application
of these materials to analytical problems. In addition a
number of reports have appeared describing the experimental
preparation and characterization of various bonded-phase
materials for liquid chromatographic application. These have
been extensively reviewed in the literature (3-8).

In a majority of the reported studies and applications,
bonded-phase materials have been used in the reversed-phase
mode (4), with a combination of either water or an aqueous.
buffer and either methanol or acetonitrile as the mobile phase.

Another application for bonded phases is as adsorptive (i.e.,
normal·phase mode) packings. A few workers have reported
normal-phase studies on bonded materials (9-14). In this
mode, even greater potential in selectivity may eventually be
realized.

The feasibility of forming bonded siloxane phases totally
in·situ on porous layer materials and on completely porous
small-particle silica has been demonstrated (15, 16). These
materials were evaluated for use in a reversed·phase mode.
In this paper, three short-chain trichlorosilane modified silica
gels for use as normal-phase high pressure liquid chroma­
tographic packings have been prepared by a similar in-situ
approach.

Detailed investigations of efficiency and selectivity on these
short-chain packings have been carried out using a series of
14 test solutes. All compound retentions have been examined
on a relative basis using aniline as the reference compound.

EXPERIMENTAL
Column Preparation. The 2.4-mm i.d. by 25 em stainless steel

columns were slurry-packed with LiChrosorb SI 50 silica (av. dp
'" 10 ~m) as previously described (16). Following packing, each
column was conditioned with 100 mL of water, methanol, i~
propanol, diethyl ether, 1,2-dichloroethane, and at least 500 mL
of water-saturated n·hexane. After conditioning, all columns were
characterized in terms of efficiencies using nit.robenzene as the
test solute and a mobile phase of water-saturated n-heune. In
addition, capacity faclors for each test solute were calculated using
benzene as the unretained peak. These data were obtained from
duplicate injections using 6 to 8 different linear velocities oovering
a range from 0.11 to 1.1 em/s (0.3 to 3.0 mL/min).

Fol1owing packing and evaluation, suitable columns were
bonded in·situ as described (16). In eaeh caae, 100 mL of

0003-2700176/0350-1337$01.00/0 e 197a AmorIcan ChorricaI SOcloIy
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Columns modified with n-butyltrichlorosilane, 2-carbo­

methoxyethyltrichlorosilane, and 3-cyanopropyltrichlorosilane
were prepared in·situ using optima pre·reaction and reaction
conditions based on previous studies (16). After preparation,
columns were conditioned with a solvent series of decreasing
polarity (17) and chromatographically characterized as
normal-phase packings. In addition to selectivity and effi­
ciency studies, reproducibility for muIticolumn preparations
was evaluated. The reproducibility studies were carried out
on a relative basis using aniline as the reference compound.

Changea in column efficiency between the modified and
unmodified aurfaces were examined using nitrobenzene as the
test compound. In each case, water-saturated n-hexane was
uaed as the mobile phase.

Selectivity Was investigated using a series of 14 test solutes
which are listed in Table I and water-saturated n-hexane as
the mobile phase. Capacity factors for these teat solutes
ranged from -0.1 for biphenyl to -100 for phenol. From
these data, relative retention (a,i) data were calculated using
aniline as the reference compound. The a.1(ratio of capacity
factor of each component to the capacity factor of aniline) was
determined using the relationship

a i = k'jllloomponeDt = tr'j - tro/tr• - t ro
• h'aciline t ro t ro

where (I,) Was the retention time of the component of interest,
(I.,J the retention time of the unretained compound, benzene,
and (I,) the retention time of the reference compound, aniline.
Aniline Was chosen as the reference compound, aince it was
the parent structure of a majority of the test solutes atudied.
Additionally the retention of aniline was intermediate among
the test compounda investigated.

Reproducibility. Liated in Table I are mean relative
retention data and resulting coefficients of variation in these
data for the series of 14 test compounds obtained on three

water·saturated toluene followed by 200 roL of dry toluc:lc were
used. to establish pre-reaction conditions. These solutions were
pumped through at a rate of 5.0 mL/min. Immediately following
this procedure, the pump was stopped and a reaction reservoir
('I. in. o.d. X 2 ft .tainless steel tube) containing 30 mL of a SO%
solution of trichlorosilane monomer in dry toluene was inserted
into the system between the column and pump. The reaction
solution was then pumped through the column at a rate of 1.0
mL/min, followed by 500 mL of dry toluene at the maximum
attainable flow. The reaction reservoir was removed from the
system, and 100 mL of water-saturated toluene, followed by 100
mL of water-acetonitrile (5:95) were pumped through the modified
columns. Each column was subsequently conditioned using the
same solvent series listed ahove for the uncoated silica.

Equipment. Either a Waters Model 6000 pump, or an Altex
Model 100 pump were used for the bonding reactions. Chro­
matographic experiments were performed on a Perkin-Elmer
Model 1220 liquid chromatograph equipped with a Schoeffel
Model 770 variable waveleng1h detector. All measurements were
made at 254 nm. Retention measurements were made with the
aid of a Hewlett-Packard Model 3352 data system. Injections
were made on·column using Precision Sampling syringes. All
column e\'a1uations were carried out at ambient temperature (ca.
25-27 'C).

Reagents. The n-hexane and toluene used were distilled in
glass from Burdick and Jackson and analytical reagent grade from
Mallinckrodt, respectively. The dry toluene was prepared by
refluxing over calcium hydride for at least 4 h and then stored
over calcium hydride until used. Both the water-saturated n­
hexane and water·saturaled toluene were prepared by stirring
overnight at ambient temperature in the presence of distilled
water. These solvents were then stored under static conditions
prior to use. n-Butyltrichlorosilane, 2-carbomethoxyethyltri­
chloroailane, and 3-cyanopropyltrichlorooilane were obtained from
Petrarch Systems and were used in the condition received.
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Figure 1. Representative chromatogram obtained on an unmodified sWca ~umn. Conditions: mobile phase. water·satLWated n~xane; now
rate. 1.6 rrUmin: coIOO111 temperallJ"e. ambient. Test sokrtes: (a) benzene, (b) biphenyl, (c) nitrobenzene. (d) o-<:tloroanline. (e)N.N~,
(I) 2.6-dimethylphenol. (g) N-methylanUine. (h) m-chiofoaniline. (i) 2.6-dimethylanUine. ij) p-chloroaniline, (1<) anline

replicaw unmodified micro-silica columns. Also lisWd in Table
I are inter-column variations reported 8S pet cent relative
average deviation (u.'/{,.i) (l()()). All relative values for a given
test solute are averages obtained from 5 to 10 experimental
determinations per column. The inter-column variation for
triplicate column preparation was typically less than 8"lo with
a significant portion of these data falling between 1"lo and 4"lo;
in 8 few casest higher values were obtained for those test
soluws which eluted early.

Also shown in Table I are mean relative retention (a.') data
for the same test series obtained on three replicate column
preparations for each of the column types: n-butyltri­
chlorosilane. 2-carbomethoxyethyltrichlorosilane. and 3­
cyanopropyltrichlorosilane. As in the case of the unmodified
columns, overall inter-column variations for a particular type
of modification were less than 8"lo with many test solutes
showing smaller relative deviations.

Absolute retention data for aniline reporwd as k' are lisWd
in Table I. These data were determined from a representative
column of each modification as shown in Figures 1 wld 2. In
tenns of absolute retention, column·to-column variations were
found to be similar to those reported in earlier studies (I6);
this was true when the batch of monomer and lot of silica
remained constant. Changes in either resulted in higher
coefficients of variation in reproducibility.

When comparing the overall variation in ali data between
column types, no statistically significant differences (P < 0.05
by ANOVA) were noted between modified and unmodified
materials. These results indicate that most inter-column
variation within a particular modification type was the result
of experimental factors other than those arising from the
bonding process. One such factor is fluctuation in temperature
of the column and mobile phase. Temperature has been found
to affect significantly compound retention under the con­
ditions studied (IB); this has been attribuwd to changes in
water content of the mobile phase and resulting adsorbed
surface water.

The three in-situ 3-cyanopropyltrichlorosilane modified
columns were compared to a similar commercially available
column (FS Industries), using the 14 test compounds. Relative.
retention data are listed in Table II. As in the case of the

,
3·CYI"optopyl

,
Z-cltbolftllhoa,elh,1",awl,1

•
• . .

uti

• .
J

J.

I

I • I

I

I

""-- l \j~
" '-:-

10 20 10 20 10 20

RETENTION TIME, min

Figure 2. Representative chromatograms obtained on the various
su1ace types: n-llUyt. 3-cyanopropyt. 2-carbome1hoxyet Cot--..:
mollie phase, wat...-sallJ"atad n-llexane; IIow rata. 2.0 rrUnWl; _
temperatlXe. ambient. Test ~utes: same as figure 1

in·situ modifications, the ali data on the commercially
available column are mean values obtained from 5 to 10
experimental determinations for each solute. When comparing
a.' values, the columns were found to be similar in selectivity
even though the capacity factor for each solute was ap­
proximately four times larger on the in-situ prepared surfaces.
The smaller k'values obtained on the commercially available
surface are reconcilable in terms of differences in surface area
and monomer loading between the packings (19). Ofparticular
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Table D. Variation in Relative Retention for In-Situ and
Commercially Available 3'Cyanopropyl Columns

relative retention, a,.l

G A, in-silu prepared columns. (lai resulls arc mean
values obtained from three replicate columns. B, com­
mercially available column (ES Industries). crai resulls are
values obtained from one column.

interest is the excellent agreement between relative data,
which supports the argument that the ohserved selectivities
are primarily the result of bonded functionality and not due
only to differences of bonded polymer bulk or matrix effects.
Thus relative retention has been used to examine surface
selectivity and to characterize the surface types in terms of
varying polarity.

Efficiency, Tabulated in Table III are calculated mean
rati06 of column efficiency before (H",,~) to column efficiency
after (H""") chemical modification. These rati06 (Hbd~/Hoh')
are listed for each of the modification types for linear flow
velocities of 0.38 and 0.76 cm/s. All H"""" and H".., values
were determined from plots of efficiency vs. linear velocity
of the mobile phase over an operating range of 0.11 to 1.1 cm/s.
Data were collected using a mobile phase of water-saturated
n-hexane and the test solute, nitrobenzene. Representative
plots before and after modification are shown in Figure 3.
These data were obtained on an n-butyl modified surface but
reflect the general trend for all modifications. H""",/ Holt"
ratios of approximately 0.8 (Table 1lI) were obtained for each
modification type.

A ratio of 1.0 at both linear velocities would indicate the
superimposition of efficiency curves before and after modi·
fication over the 0,38 to 0.76 cm/s range. However, since the
H""""/H"",, ratio was <La, the modified columns were judged
to be slightly less efficient than the unmodified surfaces.
Although all evaluations were carried out using the same test
solute and mobile phase, this argument neglects differences
in k' for nitrobenzene between the modified and unmodified
surfaces.

Selectivity. Tabulated in Table I are ex,; values as a
function of column modification. Of particular interest are
changes in cr..i as a function of surface modification and test
solute type. All of the test solutes, within experimental
variability, demonstrate consmtent trends in relative retention

Figure 3. Effect of mobile phs.. velocity on plate height for a typical
mlcrcrsilica column before and after modiflcatlofl. ModiUed In-situ using
n·butyltrichlorosllane. Chromatographic conditions: mobile phase.
water-saturated n-hexane; test solute. nitrobenzene

!

g

(Table I) when the surfaces are ordered: silica, n-butyl,
2-carbomethoxyethyl, and 3-cyanopropyl (A to D, respec­
tively). The observed discrepancies in the four earliest eluting
compounds (naphthalene, biphenyl, anthracene, and nitro­
benzene) on the silica and n-butyl surfaces arc reconcilable
in terms of their large coefficients of variation of a.i. These
consistent trends are explainable in terms of varying surface
polarity and the nature of the solute.

The column types sludied vary in polarity from the un­
modified silica surface, which is the most positive due to
surface hydroxyl groups, to 3-cyanopropyl which is the surface
with the greatest peripheral electron density. The n-butyl
and 2-carbomethoxyethyl are intermediates of these extremes,
respectively.

The nonbonded electrons of the amine groups of aniline
and the substituted anilines studied have been found to
contribute significantly to solute-surface interaction. This
is consistent with other reported studies of the interaction of
compounds containing -NH, groups with silica gel (20-22).
Aniline and various mono~substjtuted aromatics have been
shown w primarily interact with unmodified silica surfaces
through a one-point interaction (20-22). The solutes chosen
in this work likewise exhibit one-point interaction with the
surface of the packings. Alteration of the attachment site by
either electronic or steric means affects the degree of so­
lute-surface interaction. These alterations included stationary
phase modifications as well as solute changes. The resulting
effect from these changes was either increased or decreased
retention relative to the parent compound as seen in Figure
4.

The chloroanilines when referenced to aniline showed
greater affinity for increasingly electron-rich surfaces while
N-methyl- and N,N-dimethylaniline showed greater affinity
for increasingly electron~deficient surfacE'S. These trends are
explainable in terms of the electronic nature of the solutes.

Addition of a cWorine atom to the benzene ring of aniline
effectively delocalizes the nonbonding pair of electrons of the
nitrogen by virtue of its electron-withdrawing nature. This

B"

1.2 x 10-'
1.6 x 10-'
3.1 x 10-'

11.0 x 10-'
0.13
0.32
0.49
1.00 (k' = 9.21)
0.24
0.73
0.98
0.37
1.19
2.53

A·

8.2 X 10. '
1.1 X 10-'
2.1 x 10-'
8.8 X 10- 2

0.12
0.31
0.55
1.00 (k' = 35.8)
0.22
0.68
0.97
0.41
1.52
3.01

test compounds

naphthalene
biphenyl
anthracene
nitrobenzene
N. N-dimelhyJanilinc
N-methylaniline
2.6-dimethylanilinc
aniline
o-chloroanilinc
m·chloroanilinc
p-chloroanilinc
2,6·dimelhylphcnol
2,4·dimethylphenol
phenol

Table III. Reproducibility of In·Situ Prepared Columns· Based on HETP Data

Hbe(ore/Haftu relative av deviation, %

modification Ab Bb Ab Bb

n·butyl 0.73,0.049 0.77,0.0071 6.8 0.92
2-carbomethoxyethyJ 0.88,0.13 0.86,0.11 14.8 12.8
3·cyanopropyl 0.80,0.057 0.76, 0.042 7.1 5.7

G Mobile phase: water-saturated n-hexane. Test solute: nitrobenzene. b Linear flow velocity: A, 0.38 em/s;
B, 0.76 em/s.
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Figure 4. Variations In &verage relative retention {[ta' as a funcbon
of corumn modification: (A) unmodified. (8) n·butyl, (C} 2-carbo­
methoxyethyl. (0) 3-cyanopropyl

results in the nitrogen atom of the chloroaniline having mOTe

positive character than the nitrogen atom of ar.iline, thus
favoring electron-rich surfaces which can interact more readily
with the less basic nitrogen. This is shoy,rn in Figure 4 as an
increase in relative retention for the column modifications A
w D. The methyl substituent, on the other hand, when placed
on the nitrogen awm of aniline affects a localization of charge
about the nitrogen atom by virtue of the electron donating
nature of the group. This situation causes the nitrogen atom
to possess greater negative character than aniline, thus fa·
voring electron-deficient surfaces which can interact more
readily with the more basic nitrogen atom as illustrated by
a decrease in a.i for the column modifications A to D.

Within each column modification, the elution order of the
test compounds depended un the degree of hindrance of the
solute's site of interaction. This is seen in Table I as a decrease
in o·.i os the solute becomes increasingly hindered by sub­
stituents. This effect was seen on all columns investigated
and found to be dominant over electronic considerations.

From sleric considerations, the availability of the non­
bonded electrons of the methyl substituted anilines to interact
with the surfaces is greatest in 2,6·dimethylaniline; the
electronic availability decreases 8S the nitrogen atom is in­
creasingly hindered hy methyl groups. This situation is seen
in Figure 4, where 2,6·dimethylaniline is retained longest on
all columns investigated, while N,N·dimethylaniline is the
least retained methylaniline on all columns. Although the
electronic character of the methylanilines is opposite from the
chloroanilines, as reflected in their reversed trends (Figure
4), the proximity of a bulky chlorine group w the solute's point
of interaction alters retention in the same way as the methyl RECElVIill for review January 9, 1978. Accepted May 23,1978.

substituent in the methylanilines. These steric considerations
are illustrated as a large difference in retention between
o·chloroaniline and p·chloroaniline (Table I). Since elec­
tronically these solutes should have similar a.i values, their
wide separation is attributed to sterie effecta (23).

The phenolic solutes' interactions with the varioUB sta­
tionary phases are consistent with the above arguments.
However, in order to better visualize the electronic and sterle
effects of the methyl substituents it is necessary to normaliu
the relative retention dato w phenoL The mean relative
retentions, ('(pi, (where ('(pi is defined analogously to a.i except
relative to phenol instead of aniline) of 2,6·dimethylphenol
arc 0.18, 0.17, 0.16, and 0.14 for surfaces A w D respectively.
Likewise, a p; values of 0.62, 0.59, 0.55, and 0.51 are obtained
for 2,4·dimethylphenol.

The electron donating effect of the methyl groups on the
phenol ring effects an increased localization of the nonbonded
electron about the oxygen atom. This results in the oxygen
atom having greater negative character than phenol, thUB
favoring electron deficient surfaces which interact more readily
with the more basic oxygen atom. Although this situatiron is
similar to the case of methyl substituted anilines, it may not
he apparent from Figure 4. However, plots of a p; vs. column
modification, would show similar trends for methyl substi­
tution on phenol as seen for aniline. These results, in terms
of steric arguments, are consistent with those of the sub­
stituted anilines. As the methyl groups block the site of
interaction "p; decreases. Since the 2,6-dimethylphenol has
the most hindered oxygen atom, it shows the lowest affinity
for the stationary phases studied, while the 2,4-dimethylphenol
has a more available oxygen atom and exhibits greater re­
tention.

The fuur surface types examined form a useful set with
varying polarity. High pressure liquid chromatography UBing
columns packed with these surfaces can offer unique and
selective separations; representative chromatograms obtained
on the four surface types UBing selected test solutes are il­
lustrated in Figures 1 and 2 for unmodified and modified
packings, respectively. The changes in selectivity and res­
olution of solutes seen in these figures offer an alternative w
modifying solvent composition.
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Determination of 5-Hydroxyindole-3-acetic Acid in Urine by High
Performance Liquid Chromatography

Nermln Fornsledl'

Department of Ctlnlcal Chemistry. University Hospnal, 5-750 14 Uppsala, Sweden

A comblnallon 01 aromatic adsorpllon chromalography with
high performance liquid chromalography (HPLC), using UV­
absorbance delectlon, provides a selecllve, sensitive, and
simple delermlnalJon 01 5-hydloxylndole-3-acellc acid (S­
HIM) In urine. The adsorbent, clnllrophenyk:oupled IhIoIaled
Sephadex G-25, relalna 5-HIAA 10 such an exlenl Ihal Ihe
Interfering compounds 01 urine are complelely excluded Irom
5-HlAA-<:onlalnlng fractions before Inlecllon onlo Ihe re­
verse-phese column, which fully resolves accompanying
UVlIOsltlve urine compounds. By prevenllng 5-HlAA de­
composltlon, checking accuracy In callbrallon curves, and
maintaining Intacl adsorbent capacilles, a delectlon IImll 01
0.11'g/mL and a recovery 0199.9% of added 5-HlAA (0.5%
RSO) are obtained.

The side psthway in tryptophan metabolism leading to
5-hydroxyindole·3·acetic acid (5·HIAA) is well known, since
serotonin (5-hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT) was isolated in 1948
(I) and the breakdowr. of 5-HT into 5·HlAA was discovered
in 1954 (2,3). At the same time, in 1953-55, the malignant
carcinoides (tumors originating from cells of the small in·
testinal tract) were reported (4) to contain large amounts of
5-HT (5) and 5-HT was also found in blood from patients with
metastatic malignant carcinoids (6). Additionally, abnormally
high values of 5·HIAA were measured in urine from such
patients (6-8).

Most of the presently available methods developed for the
determination of 5-HIAA in urine are based on a number of
extraction stages followed by some identification and
quantification technique, such as paper chromatography (7-9),
colorimetry (7-9), thin-layer chromatography (10-12) or
nuorometry (I3). However, all these methods are laborious
and may be subject to gross errors by losses in extractions,
by simultaneous extraction of interfering urine compounds
and/or by low specificity of the color reagents p·dimethyl­
aminobenzaidehyde in diluted hydrochloric acid (7, 10),
a-nitroso-3-naphthol·nitrous acid (8), diazotized p-nitroanilin
(9), tetracyanoethylene, picric acid (12) or 2,4,7-trinitro-9­
nuorenone (J4). The colorimetric method (8) of 1955 (average
recovery: 85%) is still widely used for clinical purposes.
However, interference was pointed out recently after using
the method in the presence of reducing urine metabolites (I5)
and of basic phenothiazine derivates (I6). The high per­
formance liquid chromatography (HPLC) with nuorometric
detection was applied to the analysis of indoles in de­
proteinizated urine (I7) and high recovery, sensitivity, and
rapidity was reported. Unfortunately the selectivity, which
is diagnostically important, does not seem to be fully satis­
factory for 5·HIAA, especially at low concentrations; the
normal peak in urine from healthy individuals is partially
masked, and there will be a risk of greater masking by reason
of the variety of large nuoreseence compounds occurring in

1Praent addreu, Institute or Biochemistry, Biomedical Center,
UDiveraity of Uppsa1a, BOI 576, S·761 23 Uppsala, Sweden.

varying urine samples. In general, several problems are caused
by directly injected urine onto the column, such as clogging,
irreversible adsorptions, and simultaneous elution of inter­
fering compounds (18).

In this paper, a two·step chromatographic determination
of urinary 5-HIAA will be presented. The method consists
of a combination of mini·column adsorption chromatography
on a dinitrophenyl·coupled gel carrier to isolate the compound
from urine with reversed phase HPLC using UV detection to
determine it in the isolawd fraction. The paper also includes
stability conditions for 5-HIAA solutions (pure as well as
urinary ones) and preparing conditions for true calibration
curves. No study on decomposition of 5·HIAA was found in
the literature except a report in 1956 (19). warning of in­
stability at high pH, in air and in light.

EXPERIMENTAL
Apparatus. Absorbance measurements were made on a

Hitachi-I01 Spectrophotometer (I-cm absorption cells). A
peristaltic 3-channel pump, P 3 (Pharmacia Fine Chemicals,
Uppsala, Sweden), and a fraction colleclor. FR 3 (SUI Produkter.
Uppsala. Sweden), wcre used for the adsorption chromatographic
separation on the isolation columns. As isolation columns (4 mm
i.d. X 11.3 em) graduated 2·mL pipets were utilized; their upper
part was cut off, and a rubber cork with an entrance capillary
was inserted into the top of the remainder (16 em) of the pipet,
and a small glass-wool plug was vlaced in the bottom.

The HPLC-UV system consisted of a high pressure pump, Pulse
Dampener Model 709. equipped with an in·line filwr with a 2-~m

frit (LDC, Riviera Beach, Fla.), a sample injection valve. Model
70-10. and a loop filler port, Model 70-11, "ith a standard sample
loop, 20 ~L (Rheodyne, 2809 Tenth St., Berkeley. Calif. 94710),
a reverse-phase column, Partisil-l0 ODS, 4.6 mm i.d, X 25 em
(Whatman, Clifton, N.Y.), and a variable·wavelength UV·VIS
detector, Spectro Monitor II 1202 (LDC). The now rate was
maintained at 0.94 ± 0.Q1 mL/min. The detector sensitivity was
usually set at 0.02 AUFS and the wavelength at 280 nm. The
detector output was recorded at 8 chart speed of 10 in/h.

Reagents. (I) 0.1 M ammonium formate buffer, pH 3; (2)
mobile phase: 110 mL acetonitrile/890 mL distilled water/0.4
mL concentrated sulfuric acid/D. I g sodium laury) sulfate, pH
2. Both buffer and mobile phase were prepared from spectro grade
chemicals and from glass distilled and degassed water and were
filtered. (None of the solutions showed any absorbance at 280
nm.) (3) 5-HlAA (Sigma Chemical Co., St Louis. Mo. 63178) stock
standard solution, 1 mg/mL in the lJuffer, was stored as 1-2 mL
aliquota at-20 DC in small, tinfoil-wrapped amber botlles (stable
for months). UV tests of stock solution, diluted with boffer to
20 ~g/mL, resulted in A"", = 0.565 (2.5% RSD; N = 10) for each
of the lots 53C-1790 and 26C-0152. The working standards 40,
20,10,5,2.5, and 1.25 "g/mL were prepared as a 1:2 dilution series,
checking the standards 20 and 10 ~g/mL at 280 nm.

Procedure. After initial studies considering 5-HIAA pho­
todecomposition (Figure 1 and Table I), the need of preventing
breakdown in each moment of the procedure became evident, by
which reason light was excluded throughou~ low pH was preferred,
and addition of chloride ions was avoided.

Preparation of the Isolation Columns. The adsorbent, di­
nitropheoyl·roupled thiolated Sephade. G-25 (DNP-S-Seph.G-25),
was synthesized in the following stages: by reaction with epi·
chlorohydrin, Sephadex G-26 (Pharmacia) was converwd into
epoxide-aetivaled gel (20), and, by treatment with sodium

ooo3-27OCI78/0350-1342$01.OCI0 e 1978 Americon Chomical SocIety
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Table I. Innuence of pH and Anion. on Photodecomposition of 5-IUAA

percentage of remaining 5-JnAACI

in ordinary laboratory ligbt at different pH

79
49

O.IM
Trio-bydro­

chloric:
acid,
pH 7

0.1 M
sodium
acetate,

pH 6

88
62

burterin bright daylight at pH 3
in different anions

0.1 M diluted 0.1 M
ammo· diluted hydr,,· formic 0.1 M ammonium formatenium acetic chlorie acid,
formate acid acid pH 2.3 pH3 pH4 pH 5

69 54 42 92 96 97 96
82 88 88 90

storage time
in transparent

bottles at
room temp­

erature

1 week
2 weeks

o From 20 Jjg/mL !iolutions; determination as described in Figure 1 legend but without dilution.

leo
'" 120
STORAGE TI~E. CAYS

FIgure 1. Storage concItIon ~t\JonCe on 5-H1AA _ atabIly. SIock
standard sokJIlons, 1 mglrri.. ~ 0.1 M BlTWT1OI1Un _Ill buItar, _
at -20 ·C In a dally used freezer. In tInlol-wrapped amber _ at
pH 3 (a) and at pH 7 (b) and ~ transparent _ at pH 3 (e). 5-H1AA
datermlnatlon by di'ectly Injecting onto OOS 01~ _ and
01 the solutions above, diluted 1:50 (tf'LC condIlJons as In Apparatus)

breakdown product was colored (A.... at 530-540 mo). The
color appeared in the concentrnted solutions already after 2-3
days exposing to bright daylight at room temperature.

On HPLC·UV (directly injected) unstably stored s-HIAA
solutions showed several peaks, whereas atebly stored or
freshly prepared (concentrated) solutiona aboWed only one
extra peak (t, = 5.8 min), interpreted as some minor impurity
in the compound. Since all these solutions bad almost
identical UV·absorption curves, the 5-HIAA breakdown
product seems to consist of an easy dissociable complex of
components, probably in oxidized stetes and with intact
aromatic akeletons (23).

The efficiency of the atorage technique was also tested on
urinary 5-HIAA by comparing stored urine samplea with those
analyzed immediately after collecting. While after 2 weeks
s-HlAA still remained intact, 11% of it was destroyed after
3 montba under the specified conditions (Table m. loa pure
stock solutions, atored in the same way for 6 montba, proved
fully intact, it seems that urine may contain some infiuenc:inl
compound. However, 2 or 3 weeks storing is long enooch for
practical purposes, SO the selected conditions may be sufficient.
On the other hand, drastic changes were reported to occur in
urine samples atored and manipulated without any partlcular
consideration to the risk of photodecomposition (24); in that
case, the workers found no s-HIAA at all in a sample from
a malignant carcinoid patient but found instead 21arge peaks
on fluorometric datection, which they interpreted as
breakdown compounds. Another report described aubstance
losses approaching 77% at determining tryptophan (and 50%
for kyurenin) in urine, stored at -11 ·C without any other
preservative factor (25).

Calibration Curve•• Altogether, almost identical linear
calibration CUl'V8I, passing through the origin by extrapolating,

'"~ 100-+<:,.------ ........·.:;··_
'0

~

'"~
x

thiosulfate and reductive cleavage of the alkyl thiosulfate
structures by dithiothreitol, thiolated gel was obtained (21), to
which dinitrophenyl groups were ooupled via the thioether bonds
(22). The dried product contained 1.49'70 S and 0.42'70 N.
Dinitrophenyl groups were then calculated to 150 ~mol/g dry gel.
The adsorbent was suspended in the buffer (See Re86ents, (I)),
and the suspension was degassed before packing. After equili­
brating with 10-15 mL buffer, using the peristaltic pump at a
nowrate of 3 mL/h, and after readjusting the bed height, the
packings were capped and stored in a refrigerator until use.

5·HIAA Calibration Process. Sets of three columns were plaoed
on the fraction collector over sets of 12 test tubes. The buffer
above the bed was sucked off by a disposable Pasteur pipet, and
250 ~L of a 20 ~/mL standard solution was added by a capillary
pipet without disturbing the bed surface and was allowed to drain
completely into the adsorbent, whereupon the empty space was
refilled with buffer. Bright light was avoided by wrapping tinfoil
around the columns and the test tubes. After being connected
with the pump, the columns were elusted at a flowrate of 3 mL/h
and l·mL fractions were collected. The absorbance of the in·
dividual fraction was monitored at 280 nm. Each of the UV·
positive fractions, No. 7-12, were then injected onto the re·
verse·phase column for identification. and a peak appeared at
6.5·min retention time. This was also obtained by c1irectiy in·
jection of 5·HIAA standards at the same HPLC conditions.

Determination o/5-HlAA in Urine. Human urine was collected
during a 24·h period in an amber bottie, oontaining glacial acetic
acid (AA) as preservative (about 30 mL glacial AA/L urine to keep
pH between 3-4) and kept in a cool place; the total volume was
measured, and about 2 mL was kept, adjusted to pH 3 with glacial
AA and filtered; the sample usually was analyzed immediately
Ol, in any case, within 2 weeks (stored at -20°C in a tinfoil·
wrapped amber bottle).

Tbe determination was carried out as described for the 5-HIAA
calibration above with some modification as follows. Sets of three
columns were plaoed on the fraction collector over sets of two test
tubes. On the aromatic adsorbent, isolation of 5-HlAA from urine
was effected as a group separation; the samples (250 ~L) were
run on isolation columns as described, except that two 6·mL
fractions were collected. After the first fractions bad been
discarded (first tubes: no tinfoil), the second ones, corresponding
to the elution fractions of 5·HIAA, were injected onto the reo
verse·phase column for identification and quantification. The
5-HlAA concentration in urine was obtained via calibration curve
(peak height VB. ~g/mL) constructed on working standard so­
lutions run in the Bame way as urine aamples.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Studies on 5-HIAA Instability. Figure 1 illustrates that,

at -20 ·C, the standard solutions stored in tinfoil·wrapped
hottles remained atable for at least 6 montba, whereas the
standards atored in transparent bottles, broke down into half
after 3 montba. These findings made clear that conventional
storing may cause misinterpretations of analysis results and
that solutions and samples containing 5-HIAA should be kept
in the dark in order to prevent photodecompoeition. As is
seen in Table I, photodecompoeition runs much faster in
hydrochloric acid than in ammonium formate, and in am·
monium formate most slowly at pH between 3-5. The'
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Table n. Compariaon between the Preaented Method and a Reference Method (7)

79.3

81.2

80.3

86.3
85.2
86.6

relative
recovery.

'" (Ref./Pres.)

81.5

presented method reference method

5·HIAA concentration, .g/mL 5-HIAA concenlralion,lJg/mL
ltorage recovery.

time. days urinary added found ",. urinary added found

9.5 15.5 100.0 9.5 13.2
9.5 15.4 99.4

19.9 26.0 100.0 19.9 20.8
19.9 26.0 100.0

0 6.0b 24.8 31.0 100.6 1.5b
29.8 35.6 99.4 29.8 28.9
29.8 35.5 99.3

.49.7 56.1 100.7 49.7 44.5
59.8 65.3 99.2
74.5 80.6 100.1 74.5 69.6
99.4 105.2 99.8 99.4 89.6

o 120.0} 104.0}14d 120.8 C C

14' 98.7
90 107.0 90.7 84.7

·0.5'" RSD. b Suhject No.4 in Table IV. C Subject No. 11 in Table IV. d Storage conditions as described in Pro·
cedure. t! Conventional storage conditions (in transparent bottle at + 4°C and exposed to electric light).

Ey/Evt on DNP-8-8eph. G·25
If. min on ODS

(I Conditions as described in text.

Table III. Retention Behavior of Some Aromatic Compounds Run on DNP·8-Seph. G-25 and on ODS, Respectively"

HMMA HVA T 5-HT IAA 5·HIAA

1.7 2.4 2.8 3.6 5.0 5.7
4.1 7.0 106.1 31.4 13.3 6.5

were obtained when made on analyzed dilutions of freshly
prepared stock solutions or of stock solutions, stored under
stable conditions in different periods. The curves arising from
stock solutions, stored under unstable conditions, were also
linear over the investigated range (1.25-40 pg!mL), but, as
expected, showed lower inclination. Since the latter curves
refer in fact to the respectively remaining 5-HlAA quantities
only, they vary and are false, as distinguished from the former
reproducible curves.

Urinary 5·HIAA Analysis. Application of HPLC to urine
analysis, even when combined with more selective and sen­
sitive detectors than UV, requires effective isolation of the
compound before injection. also in order to maintain per­
formance ability and reproducibility of the column. Working
up samples by extractions or precipitation of proteins usually
resulta in complex chromatograms. Ion·exchange chroma·
tographyas an isolation step involves regeneration problems
and requires completing isolation stages as well. The.e
difficulties were overcome by the present procedure, utilizing
aromatic adsorption chromatography for isolation of 5·HIAA
from urine.

On the adsorbent DNP-S-Seph.G-25, 5·HIAA was retarded
to the degree that the fractions containing this compound were
separated from the other UV-absorbing urine compounds with
only little masking, and usually all UV·absorbing endogenous
urine compounds were eluated within 4 h (Figure 2)_ No
regeneration was required but, if more retarding compounds
were present, such as drugs or drug metabolites based on
strong aromatic components, the column had to be eluated
additionally with the buffer.

The aromatic compounds, 4·hydroxy-3·methoxymandelic
acid (HMMA = VMA), 4-hydroxy·3-methoxyphenylacetic acid
(HVA), tryptamine (T), 5·HT and indole·3·acetic acid (lAA),
were all checked by running pure solutions separately at each
step; none of them showed any interference risk with regard
to the whole-5-HIAA analyzing procedure: the first four of
these normal urine metabolites would be fully separated on
the aromatic adsorption column, while IAA, which partly
accompanies 5·HIAA, would be fully resolved on the reo

1
I

i

i
J..

Figure 2, Elution profiles 01 urine samples run on DNP-5-Seph.G-25.
24-h urine samples Irom (1) a heatthy subject and (2) a malignant
carcinoid patient. Chromatography conditions as for Isolation In
PrOCedlX8 but 1-mL fractions

verse·phase column (Table 111). Ey !E" (which i. the elution
volume to total bed volume ratio) of the.e compounds points
out their retardation on DNP-S-Seph.G-25 (Table 111) in an
order corresponding to both the number of their aromatic rings
and to their electron·donating ability. Inasmuch as there was
no molecular sieving effect, the various retardations seem to
be mainly due to different properties in forming a charge­
transfer complex with the DNP-S groups.

By reversed·phase HPLC, the simultaneously isolated urine
compounds (Figure 3: peaks X,-X.; likewise peak X" ap­
pearing in urine from some individuals, see Table IV) were
completely separated from 5·HIAA and thus did not disturb.
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Table IV, Determination of 6-HIAA in Urine Collected from Healthy Individuala and from Malignant Carcinoid Patient.

5,HIAA concentration b
endogeno... peak, on HPLC

urine chromatogram

00.0
weight. volume, .g/kg Xl: x,: x,: x.. :sex age kg mL/24 hb .g/mL mg/24 h per 24 h 5.5c 9,4c 11.0c 14,4c

Ida female 49 57 1300 4,0 5,2 91 + + + +
b 1235 3,7 4,5 79 + + + +
c 905 4,1 3,7 65 + + + +
d 1300 4,5 5,8 101 + + + +

113 2,8 + + + +
2 male 61 79 725 6,2 4,5 57 + + +
3 female 17 60 1010 4,0 4,0 67 + + +
4 female 45 73 1270 6,0 7,6 104 + + +
~fc I'nalc 56 77 1920 3,1 5,9 77 + +

female 55 76 1105 5,1 5,6 74 ++ ++ +++ +
7 female 26 58 920 6,1 5,6 96 ++ + + +
8 male 36 79 1000 1.0 1.0 13 + + +

l~f(
male 47 114 2530 6,1 15,4 135 +
female 42 57 1500 4,1 6,1 107 + + +

11 female 65 2000 120,0 240,0 + +++ +
12 female 61 no 26,0 20,3 ++
13 female 44 1320 21.3 28,1 ++
14 male 53 1040 200,1 208,1
15 male 59 1180 345,6 407.8

o No. 1-10 healthy individuals and 11-15 malignant carcinoid patients. b Corrected for acetic acid. ~ Retention time in
minutes. Peak heights: +::: 0-5 mm; ++ = 6-10 mm; +++ = 11-16 mm. d Urine from same subject: (a-<l) 24-h collec-
tions on different days; (a) in the absence of acelic acid, (e) fresh urine sample, immediately analyzed. C Subjects on the
same diet. (No.6 takes daily medicine containing levothyroxinnatrium.) Subjects on the same diet.

"';'AA

sf

sf.

C
MlotU'1(!'.

FI9ure 3, Typical HPlC c1vomatograms obtained by the presented
method, (1) A healthy subject (No, 21n Table IV) and (2) a malignant
carcinoid patient (No. 11 In Table IV). 10 mV full scale recorder
deflection

The mobile solvent, containing detergent. was prepared as
described for separation of catecholamines and their me­
tabolites (26) and was used throughout the study without any
modification.

Once prepared with the aromatic adsorbent and calibrated.
the isolation columns were very simple to manipulate, and the
adsorbent maintained its capacity and was still self-regen­
erating after being utilized extensively, Also the ODS column
performance proved intact after at least 1000 injections under
daily washing with methanol.

Normal 5·HIAA excretions in urine were earlier reported
to range from 2 to.8 mg per 24 h (8), The new method in­
dicated an excretion of maximum IS mg per 24 h in urine
specimens from the healthy individuals investigated (Table
IV), The lowest detectable amount of 5-HIAA in urine waS

0,1 ~g/mL, A comparison was made with a colorimetric
method (7) based on ether extractions, That method resulted
in a lower recovery as well as in 8 reduced recovery of added
5-HIAA (Table II),

CONCLUSION
The known difficulty in detecting cancer in its early stages,

especially in hidden tracts of the body, via available medical
diagnostic techniques, might indicate the importance of
development of specific, simple, and sensitive analytical
methods for determination of cancer metabolites in body
fluids,

This paper made clear tbat, despite today's higb sensitive
instrumentation, the possibilities to ascertain true values in
determining a compound from body fluids would be reduced,
if any basic condition were neglected: if compound stability
were not ensured, if accuracy in making calibration curves was
omitted, if there were compound losses in the isolation step,
or if interfering compounds were allowed to pass through.

The qualities of the new method make it suitable for
biomedical research a< well as for diagnostic routine appli·
cation wiUlOut any modification and, furthermore, applicable
for fully automatic processing. Additionally, the experiences
of the decomposition study may probably be of use for studies
on other unstable phenols and indoles too,
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High Performance Liquid Chromatography
with Metal-Solute Complexes

Francis K. Chow and Ell Grushka'

Department of ChBmlstry, Sists Unlvsrslty of Nsw York sl Buffalo. Buffslo. New York 14214

Cu(lI) waa coordlnalad 10 Iwo lIgands, dKhlocarbamala and
dlkelone, which were chemically bonded 10 slllcs gel.
Twenly-two aromatIc amIMs were used as lest IOU.. 10 atudy
lhe chromalographlc behavior of the copper-loaded packlngs.
Bolh systems proved 10 be highly selecllve and stable. The
~nce 01 Cu(n) waslound esaentlsllor aepsrallon to occur.
The dependence or capacKy ratIos on Ihe concenlratlon 01
methanol modIller In the mobile phaae auggeals thaI Ihe
modIIIer alleclllhe retention by compellng lor lhe BOIuI... and
by changing the amount 01 Cu on the column. OptImum
concentratIon 01 melhanol In Ihe mobile phaae allowa Ihe
saparatlon 01 12 aromatIc amlnes In Ie.. Ihan 13 min. The
effecl 01 Cu(II) concentratIon In Ihe mobile phaae on Ihe
capacKy rallos was alao sludled.

The use of metal ions in high pressure liquid chromatog·
raphy for the enhancement of the resolution is drawing more
and more attention. For example, silver ions have been used
previously for the separation of unsatursted compounds (see
ref. I and citations therein). Although in most CBSeS the solid
aupport was impregnated with silver ions, the use of Ag(l) in
the mobile phase has also been reported (viz., 2, 3). Cations
other than silver have been used in ligand·exchange chro­
matography to achieve selective separation (viz., 4-6). Kunzru
and Frei (7) have utilized silica impregnated with Cd(lI) for
the separation of some aromatic amines. Yasuda (8, 9) has
also separated aromatic aminea on TLC plates loaded with
metal ions. Sternsen and DeWitte (10, 11) have used Ni(Il)
in the mobile phase to facilitate the separation of amino
phenols.

Previous works have indicated the usefulness of metal ions
in contro1ling solute retention behaviors and in improving the
selectivity of chromatographic systems. To capitalize on the
advantage offered by such systema, Chow and Gruskha (12)
have recently discU98ed the possibility of using metal ions
which are bonded via a ligand to the support particles. Cooke
et aL (13) have also discuased such an approach. In addition,

Cooke et aI. have described the use of metal ions coordinated
to an hydrophobic chelating agent in the mobile phases in
conjunction with a reversed phase packing.

In our previous paper (12), propylarnine covalently bonded
to silica gel was used to retain Cu(lI) as part of the stationary
phase. The potential of such a chromatographic approach in
achieving selective separations was clearly demonstrated.
However, due to the fact that the alkYlamine has only one site
which can coordinate the metal ion, Cu(ll) can be leached from
the support rather essily. To overcome this difficulty, a
bidentate bonded ligand can be used to ensure a stronger
attachment of the metal ion. The present work describes two
such bidentate chelating agents: (1) a dithiocarbamate and
(2) a diketone. Both of these ligands have been studied
extensively in the extraction of metal ions, and both can
complex Cu(lI) quite strongly. Therefore these chelating
agents, when covalently bonded to the support, should retain
Cu(lI) and provide s stable and selective system for certain
chromatographic separations.

It might be anticipsted that the retention behavior would
also be affected by the presence of the metal ion in the mobile
phase, (i.e., over and above the metal ion in the stationary
phase). One of the sima of this study was to determine the
selectivity of the bonded·Cu(Il) columna with excess copper
in the mobile phase. An additional benefit of such a study
is in investigsting the stability of the copper columns with
and without copper ions in the mobile phase.

EXPERIMENTAL

Apparatul. The liquid chromstograph consisted of an Altex
Model 110 solvent metering pump (Berkeley, Calif.), and LDC
(Riviera Beach, Fla.) UV detector model 1285 (254 nm) and a
Rheodyne (Berkeley, Calif.) model 7120 injection valve. Columns
were made of 316 stainless steel, 25 em X 0.31 em i.d. and 20 em
x 0.31 em for the "Dithiocarbamate" and the "Diketone" columns,
respectively.

Reagents. Partisil-10 porous silica support wss obtained from
Whstman Inc., (Clifton, N.J.). -y-Aminopropyltrimethoxysilane
was purchssed from Silar Labs (Scotia, N.Y.). Ethyl benzoyl·
acetate, fluorenes, and fluorenones were bought from Aldrich
Chemical Co. (Metuchen, N.J.). All other amines were obtained
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CHN analysis showed that about 50'10 of the amine aites have
reacted with the reagents. Both 1 and 2 can coordinate Cu(JI),
Although the reactiona between ethyl benzoylacetate and the
bonded propylamine did not yield just the e%peeled diketone (see

, <: f· \ A1rSI-o.S.-(CH.z)iNH2 -t C52-- $ •.()-$-.(CH2)jNHC,0
1 > ow) S

The presence of carbon disulfide in the bonded phase was tested
qualitatively by adding concentrated hydrochloric acid to some
of the packing (I5).

(III) Preparation of the "Diketone"' Syswm: 2.5 g of previously
bnnded·amine Partisil-IO were added to 30 mL of 10% ethyl
benzoylacetate solution in dry toluene. The mixture was renuxed
for 6 h. It was expected that the reaction will yield the ff-<[iketone,
compound 1. However NMR studies of the reaction between an
alkyl amine and ethyl benzoylacetate indicat..d that most likely
compound 2 is also present on the silica gel:

from various other sources. The solutes used are shown in Table
I. Methanol was distilled before use; all other solvents were
reagent grade and used without further purification.

Procedure. (I) Preparation of the alkylamine bonded phase:
30 mL of 10% -y-aminopropyltrimethoxysilane in dry toluene was
added to 5.0 g of Partisil-IO which had been vacuum dried at 150
°C for 6 h. The mixture was then renuxed und~r anhydrous
conditions for 6 h. It was then washed with dry toluene, iso­
propanol, acetone, methanol, and acelcne again, and vacuum dried
at 100 ·C for I h. CHN analysis showed 2.9 ~mol/m' surface
coverage as calculat..d by the method suggested by Unger (8). N
analysis was used for the calculation.

(ll) Preparation of the "Dithiocarbamat.." System: 2.5 g of
the alkylamine-bonded Partisil-IO prepared previously were added
to 10 mL dry toluene, 2 mL isopropanol, 2 mL carbon disulfide,
and 1 mL of 10% methanolic solution of ammonium hydroxide.
The mixture was stirred for 20 min at room temperature as
suggested by Leyden and Lultrel (I4). The reaction is as follows:
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reaction BCheme), that column will be referred to as the "diketoae"
column.

(IV) Chromatographic Studies: k' value was collected belore
loading the columna with Cu(lI). Then a 5.0 X 10"" M CUSO,
solution in methanol was passed through the columna in order
to load them with copper. k'value was collected again with the
same batches of mobile phases. The mobile phases used are: (1)
20% v/v cyclohexane in methanol (mobile phase A) without BDd
with Cu", and (2) a mixture of hexane:methylene chloride:
methanol having the ratio 7:1:0.5 (mobile phase B). In one study,
the relative ratios of hexane to methanol were changed. ColumDll
were washed with HCI solution (pH -1.5) BDd the concentration
of Cu(ll) was determined by titration as diseuMed by Belcher BDd
Nuttan (I6). Mobile phases were tested in an increasing order
of polarity.

Hold-up times were measured by injecting 10 "L of a solvent
having a slightly different romposition than that of the mobile
phases. The flow rate used throughout the whole sl!ldy was 1.0
mL/min.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
The concentration of complexed Cu(lI) on the "dithie>­

carbamate" and "diketone- columns was found to be 0.35
"mol/m' and 0.42 "mol/m', respectively. These values were
obtained after the columns were equilibrated with methanol,
and in essence they represent the lower limit of copper loading.
Our studies show, as will be discussed later, that mobile phases
lean in methanol allowed larger amounts of Cu(II) to be
retained on the column. The amount of Cu(lI) bonded to the
support in the present study is about 1.5 to 2 times larger than
that reported by us previously. Still, this amount of Cu(lI)
is sman compared to the total number of aites available for
bonding. Several solutions differing in the concentration of
Cu(ll) were used to bond copper to the support; yet the
capacity ratios of the solutes studied here remained constant
when the CuSO, concentration in the loading solution Was
above about 5 X 10-3 M.

Table II shows the k' values of 22 solutes on the "diketone"
and the dithiocarbamate columns with and without Cum).
using mobile phases A and B. With the dithiocarbamate­
Cu(II) column, mobile phase A contained CUSO. (2.2 X 10-4
M).

The capacity ratios of all the solutes on both columna were
very small when Cu(ll) was not present and mobile phase A
was used. The presence of copper on the stationary phase
causes longer retention for all but a few solutes. Those solutes
which do not have an amine grouP. naphthalene,9-fluorenone
and fluorene, eluted faster on the bonded copper columns
when mobile phase A was used. The complexed Culm seems
to prevent the interaction between the above three solutes and
the stationary phases. The inaease in the capacity ratio valUl!8
of the less basic aniline isomers (e.g., e>-chloroaniline) in the
presence of Cu(II) was rather sman. Using mobile phase A,
separations not possible on the diketone or the dithie>­
carbamate columns alone can be achieved when Culm is
added to the support. As an example, Table III shows lOme
selectivity factors, a, using mobile phase A on both columns
with and without Cu(II).

The retention behavior is different when a mobile phase
"lean" in methanol is used: see Table II, mobile phase B.
With such a mobile phase. the aeparations of some of the
aromatic aminea are possible even without the presence of
Cu(II); (e.g., nitroanilines, or aminofluorenones). Still, many
solutes are not separated; e.g., the aminonaphthalenes or the
toluidines. With the copper bonded phase the capacity ratios
and the selectivity factors, a, increase, as illuatrated in Table
III. Even though the capacity ratios are much larger when
mobile phase B is used, in general the a values do not differ
greatly between the mobile phases. However, because of the
very rapid elution of solutes with mobile phase A. errors in
measuring k' values, and hence, a, can be significant.

symbol

N
IN
2N
1A
2A
2,9
4,9
2AOH
9F
F
2AF
OCA
mCA
PCA
ONA
mNA
PNA
OT
mT
PT
OA
PA

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Table I. Table of Solut.. T..ted

compound

naphthalene
14 aminonaphthalene
2-aminonaphthalene
l-aminoanthracene
2·aminoanthraccne
2-amino-9-nuorcnone
4-amino-9-nuorenone
2-amino-9-hydroxynuorene
9-nuorenone
fluorene
2-aminonuorene
o-chloroaniline
m-chloroaniline
p-chloroaniJine
o-nitroaniline
m-nitroaniline
p-nitroaniline
o-Toluidine
m-Toluidine
p-Toluidine
o-Anisidine
p-Anisidine
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T.bleU. k' Value. with and without Co(II) Bonded to the Support

dithiocnrbamale column diketone column

no Cu(II} Cu(lI) bonded no Cu(lI) Cu(II} bonded

mobile mobile mobile mobile mobile mobile mobile mobile
solutes phase AC phase BC phase AD phase B phase A phase B phase A phase B

1. N 0.7 0.89 0.11 0.56
2. IN 0.40 1.60 0.90 2.78 0.17 0.89 0.36 4.16
3. 2N 0.40 1.60 1.94 7.36 0.17 0.89 0.73 9.58
4. lA 0.38 1. 78 1.06 2.39 0.18 1.11 0.46 5.08
5. 2A 0.38 1.86 1.84 3.39 0.18 1.32 0.79 9.32
6. 29 0.44 2.71 0.97 6.24 0.18 1.60 0.45 7.46
7. 49 0.44 3.48 0.39 3.78 0.18 1.72 0.25 4.34
8. 2AOH 0.21 6.73 2.68 b 0.086 2.42 0.82 38.7
9. 9F 0.36 0.20 0.16 0.03 0.18 0.36 0.11 0.56

10. F 0.36 0.04 0.16 0.00 0.18 0.14 0.11 0.22
11. 2AF 0.40 1.35 2.74 8.06 0.18 0.92 1.31 13.6
12. OCA 0.28 0.73 0.26 0.85 0.17 0.58 0.11 1.40
13. mCA 0.28 1.40 0.71 3.70 0.17 1.00 0.25 4.76
14. PCA 0.28 1.40 1.29 6.85 0.17 1.00 0.44 7.88
15. ONA 0.34 2.13 0.31 2.58 0.11 1.53 0.21 2.84
16. mNA 0.35 3.53 0.53 6.67 0.14 2.28 0.25 6.68
17. PNA 0.35 7.53 0.42 11.8 0.14 9.88 0.21 10.7
18. OT 0.20 0.67 0.84 2.06 0.027 0.53 0.34 3.12
19. mT 0.20 0.87 1.61 5.70 0.027 0.53 0.71 7.56
20. PT 0.20 0.87 2.29 9.94 0.027 0.53 1.04 12.36
21. OA 0.20 0.77 0.87 2.63 0.070 0.50 0.45 4.44
22. PA 0.20 J.48 3.45 b 0.070 0.84 2.07 33.6

a Mobile phase A contained 2.2 X 10-4 MCuSO•. b Retention too long. e A = 20% v/v cyclohcxane in methanol. B=
Hexane:methyleneehloride:methanol} (7: 1 :0.5).

Table III. Comparison of Selectivity Factors, a, of Some Solutes with and without Cu(lI) Bonded to Stationary Phases

mobile phase B mobile phase A

Il':N ~ k'PCA I,',N S h'PCA

Column h',N h'." k'mCA k'IN h' "'.~ k'mCA

dithiocarbamate column 1.00 1.28 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
(h'.9Ih':.,)

"diketone" column 1.00 1.08 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
(k' ••W".)

dithiocarbamate-Cu(II} column 2.65 1.65 1.85 2.16° 2.49° 1.82"
"diketone"-Cu(II} column 2.30 1.72 1.65 2.03 1.80 1.76

Q The mobile phase contained 2.2 X 10-4 M CuSO... A and B .ame as Table II.

Table IV. Comparison of Plate Height (mm) of Two
Solutes for Columns with and without Cu(II} in tbe
Stationary Pbase. Mobile'Phase BO

elution of the 2-amino and the 4-amino is the reverse of that
shown in Figure 1. Apparently, the ketone group of the
phenone delocalizes the electrons in the aromatic rings.
Consequently the aminofluorene is a stronger base than the
two aminofluorenones, and forms a stronger complex with the
bonded copper. The aminohydroxyfluorene can form a strong
bidentnte complex with the copper and it is therefore retained
the most. Although the selectivity is higher on the Cu(l1}­
loaded column, the efficiency, especially as measured from
the more retained solutes, is decreased. This decrease pre·
sumably is due to the slow dissociation of the solute-Cu(11}
complex (12, 13). Table IV shows the plate heights for the
columns with and without copper, measured with 1-amino­
naphthalene and 2-amino-9-fluorenone. Future reaeareh

solutes

Some retention reversal should be noted. Without copper,
2-amino-9-fluorenone elutes before the 4-amino isomer. When
Cu(II} is bonded to either ligand, the 2-amino isomer is re­
tained longer than the 4·amino isomers. The interaction
between the Cu(Il) and the 2-amino isomer is stronger than
the interaction with the 4-amino isomer. It might be possible
that the 2-amino isomer can form a bidentate complex with
the bonded copper whereas the 4-amino isomer cannot.

The retention order of the nitroanilines with mobile phase
A as compared to B is also of interest. The meta nitroaniline
isomer is the most basic of the three, and with the Cu(Il}
columns and mobile phase A, this isomer elutes last among
the three. With mobile phase B, the retention order, which
depends most likely on the solubility, is ortho < meta < para,
irrespective whether or not Cu(lI) is present in the stationary
phase. The basicity influence on the retention is still evident,
however, and the capacity ratio of m-nitroaniline shows largest
change when the Cu(Il) is introduced to the support.

Figure 1 shows the separation of several solutes on the
diketone column without copper using mobile Phase B. Figure
2 is a chromatogram of the same aolutes under the same
conditions, with the exception that Cu(lI) is bonded to the
diketone. The solute 2-amino-9-hydroxyfluorene, not shown
in the figure, elutes after about 30 min. With the Culll}
column, 2-aminofluorene elutes after 2-amino-9-fluorenonone
and 4-amino-9-fluorenone, and as mentioned before, the

column

dithiocarbamate column
"dike tone" column
t1ithiocarbamate column-Cu(II}
"dikctone" column-Cu(]])

a Conditions same as Table I.

1N

0.15
0.21
0.31
0.28

2,9

0.17
0.23
0.58
0.31
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Figure 1. Separation of some fluorenes and fluorenones. No Cu(1I)
n stationary phase. Mobile phase: Hexane/metl1ylene chIoride/methanoi
(711/0.5). Flow rate: 1.0 mL/min. Oiketone column. (1) fluorene,
(2) 9-fluorenone, (3) 4-amin~9-fluorenone. (4) 2-amin<r9-f1uorenone,
(5) 2·aminotluorene. (6) 2-amino-9-hydroxyllluorene
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Figure 2. Separation 01 some fluorenes and fluorenones. Cu(1I) bonded
to support. Mobile phase: Hexane/methylene chloride/methanol
(711/0.5). Flow rate: 1.0 mLlmin. Diketone column. Solutes are the
same as In Figure 1

should be directed at improving the plate height of the
bonded-metal system.

Figure 3 shows a chromatogram of the aminonaphthalenes
on a copper column. Although the efficiency is rather poor
for present day LC technology, the selectivity is so large that
the column can be overloaded and used as a preparative one
for the separation of these isomers. The same can be said
about the separation of various substituted anilines.

Some band tailing was observed in the Cu(I1).\oaded
column. This tailing might be due to the slow rate of dis­
sociation and association of the Cu(II)-amine complexes.

Effect of Cu(I1) Ions in Mobile Phase. Metal cations
in the mobile phase. in addition to those in the stationary
phase, csn have a pronounced effect on the retention behavior
snd on the separation. Table V shows that the capacity ratios,
in general, increase with the concentration of Cu(1J) in the
mobile phase. Cooke et 01. (I3) found that with Zn(II) in the
mobile phase above a certain concentration, the capacity ratios
decrease with further increase of the metal ion concentration..
Unfortunately in the present study, higher concentration of
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Figure 3. Separation 01 Isomeric aminonaphthalenes on the cliketone
column with bonded Cu(II). Mobile phase: Hexanelmethylene
chIoride/methanoi (7/1/0.5). Flow rate: 1.0 mLlrrin. (1) naphthalene.
(2) l-aminonaphlhalene. (3) 2-amlnonaphlhalene

Table V. Effect of Concentration of Cu(II) in Mobile
Phase A. Diketone-Cu(II) Column (Flow Rate, 1.0
mL/min)

2.2 x 5.5 x
10-' M 10-' M

solutes no. Cu(U) Cu" Cu 1 •

N 0.11 0.10 0.14
IN 0.36 0.61 0.83
2N 0.73 1.51 2.14
1A 0.46 0.75 0.97
2A 0.79 1.49 2.09
29 0.45 0.78 1.02
49 0.25 0.27 0.30
2A04 0.82 1.63 2.11
9F 0.11 0.10 0.083
F 0.11 0.10 0.083
2AF 1.31 2.43 3.05
OCA 0.11 0.13 0.23
mCA 0.25 0.54 0.77
PCA 0.44 1.01 1.49
ONA 0.21 0.10 0.26
mNA 0.25 0.27 0.43
PNA 0.21 0.10 0.26
OT 0.34 0.58 0.89
mT 0.71 1.43 1.97
PT 1.04 2.19 2.89
OA 0.45 0.81 1.14
PA 2.07 4.31 4.71

Cu(IJ) could not be used because of strong UV absorbance
at 254 nm. The increase in the retention time probably is due
to the fact that Culm from the mobile phase is being taken
up by the support, resulting in a greater probability of forming
solute-bonded copper complex. Complexation with the
bonded Cu is more favorable (or more probable) than with
the metal ion in the mobile phase. Figure 4 shows that effect
of Cu(II) in the mobile phase on the retention times snd the
separation of the aminonaphthalenes. In general. k' values
increased with concentration of Cu(IJ) at least in the con­
centration range we studied.

Effect of Methanol Concentration. Table II shows that
the concentration of methsnol in the mobile phase affacta



1350 • ANALmCAL CI£MISTRY. VOL. 50. NO.9. AUGUST 1978

Table VI. Effect of Amount of Methanol in Mobile Phase" on k' Values

h' values

diketone column-Cu(lI) dithiocarbamate column-Cu(lI)

solutes B B, B, B, B. B B, B, B, B. B,

N 0.56 0.17 0.25 0.27 0.11
IN 4.16 2.07 1.56 1.40 0.50 2.78 1.93 1.54 1.30 0.70 0.33
2N 9.58 5.42 3.39 3.40 1.22 7.36 4.30 3.88 3.31 1.60 0.79
lA 5.08 2.61 1.60 .67 2.39 1.34 1.14 0.79 0.45
2A 9.32 5.36 3.27 1.22 3.39 1.78 1.57 1.49 0.80
29 7.46 3.48 2.24 1.83 0.58 6.24 2.89 2.37 1.70 0.81 0.47
49 4.34 1.50 1.30 0.86 0.27 3.78 1.62 1.41 0.93 0.41 0.24
2AOH 38.6 11.40 6.16 5.40 1.19 14.80 11.03 6.81 2.29 1.06
9F 0.56 0.38 0.45 0.27 0.083 0.03 0.32 0.072 0.30 0.16 0.076
F 0.22 0.23 0.30 0.27 0.083 0.00 0.14 0.072 0.30 0.16 0.076
2AF 13.6 8.60 4.98 5.07 2.17 8.06 5.76 5.20 4.70 2.23 1.30
OCA 1.40 0.65 0.82 0.47 0.083 0.85 0.74 0.67 0.54 0.27 0.11
mCA 4.76 2.13 1.60 1.33 0.44 3.70 2.35 1.93 1.53 0.71 0.68
PCA 7.88 3.94 2.51 2.43 0.78 6.85 4.00 3.31 2.73 1.25 1.01
ONA 2.84 1.03 0.88 0.63 0.17 2.58 1.32 1.17 0.81 0.33 0.17
mNA 6.68 2.39 1.67 1.21 0.22 6.67 2.80 2.28 1.62 0.61 0.29
PNA 8.84 2.39 1.67 0.97 0.22 11.8 3.54 3.01 1.62 0.61 0.29
OT 3.12 1.75 1.33 1.17 0.37 2.06 1.46 1.36 1.14 0.59 0.25
mT 7.56 4.44 3.05 2.85 0.94 5.70 3.58 3.35 2.79 1.47 0.74
PT 12;36 6.78 4.88 4.67 1.41 9.94 6.25 5.61 4.69 2.40 1.24
OA 4.44 2.10 0.22 1.60 0.57 2.63 1.64 1.41 1.23 0.70 0.29
PA 33.6 1.02 11.27 2.77 18.86 16.04 12.40 5.07 2.37

"Mobile phase: hexane/methylene chloride/methanol: 700/100/50. B; 600/100/150. B,; 550/100/200, B,; 450/100/
300, B,; 200/100/550. B.; 50/100/700. B,.
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F\gIn 4. SeparaIJon of Isomefic armonapl11halenes on ~elone-Cu(II)
column with various Cu(II) concentrations In mobile phase A. Flow
rale: 1.0 mlImln. Chromatogram A: 20% cyclohexane/methanol
wUh 5.5 X 10" M Cu(II). C1vomatogram B: 20% cyclohexanel
methanol wnh 2.2 X 10" M Cu(II). Chromalogram C: 20% cy_
clohexane/methanol wnh no Cu(III. (1) naphthalene. (2) l-amlno­
naphthalene. (3) 2-aminonaphthalene

greatly the retention times of the solutes. To better un­
derstand the effect of methanol. a series of mobile phases inade
of various ratios of hexane:methylene chloride:methanol were
prepared. Table VI shows the capacity ratios of the solutes
on the two Cu(II)·loaded columns with various amounts of
methanol. Aa expected, the k'values decreased as the amount
of methanol is increased. This decrease. however, is not linear.
Figures 5 and 6 show plots of log k' VB. log of the concentration
of MeOH. For the sake of clarity, the behavior of only four
solutes is shown in the figures. Increasing the methanol
content of the mobile phase changes the capacity ratios via
two mechanisms: (1) better solvation of the solutes and (2)
lesching out some of the bonded copper (This effect will be
discussed shortly). The change in the retention of the am.
ino-9-fluorenones and the amino-9·hydroxyfluorene seems to

'------------.
-----~

>-~-~-,
---..... ''z

- .....'-.6

'".

lOG [MeOH]

Figure 5. Correlation of log [methanol) to log k/for some fluorenes
and fluorenones. Dlketone column loaded with CU(II). (A) 4-amlno­
9-fluorenone, (B) 2"'mino-9-fluorenone, (e) 2",mlno-9-hydroxylluorene,
(0) 2-amlnofluorene

LOG [MeOH)

Figura 8. COfTeialion of log [methanol] to log k'lor some fluorene.
and f1uorenones. Ollhlocarbamale cokrnn loaded wnh Cu(1I). SoIuIes
are the same as In Figure 5



..

• 'I'

6 4
MlN,

Figure 7. Separation of some fluorenes and fluorenones in 8
melhanol-rlch mobile phase. MobUe phase: Hexane/methylene
chlo<lde/melhanol (2/1/5.5). Fiow rale: 1.0 mI..Imin. Dil<etone-C<J(ll)
column. Solutes are the same as In F'9lX8 1

be the same, on each column, as the concentraticn of methanol
is increased from ""0.2 M to ebout 0.9 M. The ch.nge in k'
of the aminotluorene is less th.n tn.t of the other solutes, as
judged by the slope of the plots of Figures 5 and 6. Ami­
notluorene has only one site which can hydrogen bond with
meth.nol, and perhaps the major cause for the decrease in
the retention of that solute is due to the loss of copper from
the column as the alcohol content is increased., The other
aromatic amines can form H-bonds with the methanol, and
solvation by the pol.r modifier might be the major contri­
bution to the decrease in the k' values. Once the amount of
methanol in the mobile phase exceeds a certain limit, the
change in the k' values is more pronounced, especially with
the amino-9-hydroxytluorene. As can be seen in Figures 5 and
6 and in Table VI, reversal in some retention order occurs.
The increase in the rate of change of the capacity factors is
probably a result of the greater extent of Culm stripping from
the column by the higher concentration of methanol in the
mobile phase.

Comparison of chromatograms shown in Figure 2 and 7
presents a graphical illustration of the effect of the methanol.
The mixture and the column are the same in either case.
However, in the case of Figure 7, the mobile phase is richer
in methanol. Under these conditions, the amino-9-hydrox­
ytluorene elutes before the aminotluorene.

Using plots such as those shown in Figures 5 and 6, an
optimum mobile phase can be found for the separation of a
large number of aromatic amines. Figure 8 shows the sep­
aration of 12 solutes on the diketone-Cu(II) column in less
than 13 min. The use of capacity ratio plots vs. the con­
centration of the mobile phase to obtain an optimum reso­
lution is similar to the utilization of stationary phase com­
position as developed by Purnell and Laub in gas chroma­
tography (viz. 17 and references therein). Figure 9 shows a
separation of eight substituted anilines on the dithio­
carbamate-Cu(ll) column.

Column Equilibration and Stability. After the columns
were loaded with Cu(II) (by passing 5 X 10' M CuSO, in
MeOH through the columns), the mobile phase was intro­
duced. At that time, monitoring of the volume of mobile phase'
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FIgon 8. Separatioo of a mixtu'e of 12 aromatics and arorTIl1ic:_.
Mabie phase: Hexene/methylene chIoride/metl\anol (6/111.5). Flow
rete: 1.0 mI..Imln. Oiketone-Cu(Il) column. (1) ftuoJene. (2) 9­
f1uorenones. (3) o-dlio<oanlllne. (4) o-nltroanlline, (5) 4-amino-9­
fluorenone. (6) '-amlnonaphlhalene. (7) m-nltroanIUne. (8) 2-amino­
9-fluorenone. (9) p-dlio<oanUine. (10) 2-amlnonaphthalene. (11) 2­
amlnofluorene, (12) 2-amlnc>9-.hydroxyfluorene
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Flguro 9. Separetion of a mlxt...e of eight anlllnes on the llIthIo­
carbamat....Cu(IJ) column. Mobile phase: liexane/melhy1ene chl0­
ride/methanol (5.5/1/2). Fiow rale: 1.0 nUrnn. (1) benzene, (2)
o_oanllne. (3) o-nltroanllne. (4) o-anlsklne, (5) m-cl1loroanlne,
(6) m-nitroaniline. (7) p-nltroanIJlne. (8) p-Ioluidine

passing through the column was started. Injections of several
solutes were made as soon as enough UV light was transmitted
through the cell (at 5 X 10-' M Cu'· the absorbance was much
too high). Figure 10 sbowe typical behavior of the k' values
of these solutes as a function of time on the diketone-Cu(n)
column. When mobile phase A was used, it took about 600
min (tlow rate 1 mL/min) before the capacity ratio of the
amino-9·hydroxytluorene stabilized at 0.84. On the other
hand. with the solutes which are less sensitive to omaI1
variations in the amount of Cu(II), equilibration is much
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Table VII. Reproducibility Test for Diketone
Column-Cu(I1Y'

h' values

original return after
solute run several day.

F 0.10 0.12
9F 0.10 0.12
29 0.78 0.81
49 0.27 0.30
2AF 2.43 2.65
2AOH 1.63 1. 76

a Mobile phase: 20% cyclohexane/methanol 2.2 x
10-' 111 Cu(II), flow rate = 1.0 mLjmin.

Table VIII. Reproducibility Test for Diketone
Column-Cu(II}-I, Value"

VOLUMS (mil

F.... 10. Colu'nn equilibration curves 'or the ()(ketone cotUt'1"lf1 after
bonding Cu(ll). Mobile phase flow rate. 1 mLlmin. Curves C. O. and
F are for 2.amlno--9-hydroxyfluorene. 2-amln<r9·f1uorene and 9­
fluorenone. respectively using mobile phase A. Curves A, B. and E
are for the same solutes wtth mobUe phase A containing 5.5 X 10'"
M CUSO,

solute

F
9F
29
49
2AF
2AOH

original
run

0.27
0.27
1.83
0.86
5.07
5.40

return
after using
more polar

mobile
phases

0.27
0.27
1.70
0.67
3.68
4.00

values
after

adding 5.0
mLor
10·' 111

Cu(lI) in
IIIEOH

into sys·
tern and
Ie-equili-

brating

0.25
0.26
1.90
0.82
5.12
5.68

VOLUME (mIl

Figure 11. Column equlllbration curves for DIthJocarbamate column
after bonding Cu(Il). Mobile phase flow rate. 1 ml/mln. Curves A.
C, E. and G are to< solutes: 2-amIno-9-hydroxyfluorene. 2-amlno­
9-lIuorenone. 4-aJ1*'<>.9-fIJorenone, and a lIuorenone wfth mobIe phase
A. Curves B. O. F, and H ere to< !he same solutes with mobile phase
A containing 5.5 X 10~ M CuSO,

faster. For example, the fluorenone retention time is constant,
within experimental error, almost immediately. When the
mobile phase contained 5.5 X 10-' M CuSO" the equilibration
period is much shorter; about 200 min for the amino·9­
hydroxyfiuorene and 2-amino-9·fluorenone. As expected. k'
values at equilibrium are higher when the mobile phase
contains copper. Figure 11 shows a similar behavior with the
dithiocarbamate-Cu(1I) column. In general. however, the
equilibrium time is faster with the dithiocarbamate-Cu(II)
column.

Column Reproducibility. Reproducibility studies were
carried out with the diketone-Cu(lI) column. In one case, after
using the column with mobile phase A containing Cu(lI) (2.2
X 10-' M), several other mobile phases were employed over
a period of several days. Upon returning to the original mobile
phase it was found that, within experimental errors, the
capacity ratios were constant. Some of the results are shown
in Table VII.

Study of column reproducibility is shown in Table VIII with
a mobile phase made of hexane:methylene chIoride:methanol
(4.5:1:3). The first column in the table shows the original data.

a Mobile phase: hexane/mclhylene chloride/methanol
(4.5:1 :3). Flow rate = 1.0 mLjmin.

The second column shows the capacity ratios with the same
mobile phase but arter several days of use with more polar
mobile phases (more MeOH). The capacity ratios of the
amine-containing solutes decreased noticeably. Howevef, as
seen in the third column of Table VIII, after passing 5.0 mL
of 10" M Cu(lI) in MeOH and equilibrating with the original
mobile phase, the capacity fatios, within experimental errOf,
are the same as initial values. Column reproducibility, then,
can be maintained and controlled rather easily. Tables VII
and VIII indicate that the amount of Cu(II) bonded is de­
pendent upon the mobile phase used.

CONCLUSIONS
Chromatography with bonded-metal ions can yield selective

separations not attainable without the metals. Proper choice
of the ligand to which the metal ion is bonded can affect the
stability of the chromatographic column. Of course the ligand
may also arfect chromatographic behavior. The differences
in the column efficiencies, the k' values, and the rate of
equilibration between the two ligands used in the present
study may be due not only to the higher Cu(II) content but
also to the different structure of the ligands. More exotic
ligands can be used, and indeed have been used for the
separation of amino acid enantiomers (18).

Since the amine-Cu complex formation constants are fairly
large, the efficiency of the system herein described is limited
by poor mass transfer. Other metals which form weaker
complexes can be used to improve efficiency. Such an ap'
proach was studied by Cooke et aI. (13). They also found that
complexation with metal ions in the mobile phase, in con·
junction with reversed phase columns, can yield efficient
separations. In our studies, the very large selectivity factors
due to the presence of bonded Cu(II) largely overcome the
limited column efficiency in producing effective separations.



Clearly, the potentials of lJaing metals in chromatography show
great promise, and we are now studying methods of improving
column efficiency in order to apply such columns to the
difficult separation of biopolymers.
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High Performance Liquid Chromatographic Study of the
Retention and Separation of Short Chain Peptide
Diastereomers on a Ca Bonded Phase

Eugene P. Kraell ' and Donald J. Pietrzyk"

Chemistry Department. TI>8 University of Iowa. Iowa City, Iowa 52242

The aIIods 01 pepUcIe slrue1ure and slereoc:hen~ y and eblnl
pH and composition on the retention 01 short chain peplldes
and peptide dlastereomera on a C, bonded phase ara eval­
uated by HPLC. The peplldes are highly retaJnad In ac:ldIc: and
baslc soIulJon and are at a mInlmlm retention atthe,1soeIec:trIc:
pH. Peptide retention Is Influenced by tha hydrophobk:lUea
01 the amIno acid subunlta and by the positIon 01 tha hy­
drophobic: amino ac:kl aubunIls In relation to the c:harged alias.
It Is aueges1ed thaI the dlllerenl conlormallons lor peptide
dlasteraomera have alight dlllerences In hydrophoblc:lly. and
lhls Influences their relentlon order. several examplea whlc:h
.uslrale these paramelers and the ac:op.1 01 separating peptide
dlastereomer mixtures by HPLC are desc:rIbed.

The separation of short chain peptides has traditionally
been accomplished by ion·exchange or thin-layer chroma­
tography (1). Duriitg the past year, high performance liquid
chromatography (HPLC) employing nonpolar (reverse)
stationary phases has been shown to be very effective in
bringing about these separations (2-6). Reverse phase HPLC
is particularly attractive since it is fast, highly reproducible,
and requires a minimum of sample preparation. Easily
prepared eluting solvents such as buffered aqueous or
aqueous-alcohol or -acetonitrile mixtures are used. Fur­
thermore by using a variable wavelength detector (200 to 220
mo) detection of any amino acid or peptide is possible without
resorting to derivitization.

Several nonpolar stationary phases have been used to effect
peptide separations. Short chain peptides containing as many
as six nonpolar amino acid (AA) subunits, as well as larger
hormone peptides were separated on a 5-jlm octyl-silica
bonded phase type stationary phase (2). Retention studies

1~t addnlos, Eli Lilly and Company,1Ddiaospo1is, Ind. 462ll6.

of pharmacologically important nonapeptides were performed
on microparticulate octyl- and octadecyl-silica columns (3).
An HPLC procedure for their determination in dosage forms
on these columns has also been reported (4). .

Peptide retention and separation studies have been c:arried
out on columns containing organic copolymers as the sta­
tionary phase. In this laboratory, Amberlite XAD-2 and 4
(polystyrene-divinylbenzene copolymers) have been used to
study the retention and separation of AA, peptides, and AA
derivatives (5, 6). Retention of several dipeptides on XAD-2
was also reported in gravity flow column chromatography (1).
Other copolymer stationary phases used in AA and peptide
retention studies were Poropak Q (8) and Poragel PN and PS
(9).

Procedures have been reported for the separation of certain
diastereomeric peptides and their derivatives by paper (10),
thin·layer (11,12), and ion-exchange chromatography (13).
A tripeptide chemically bonded to silica was used as a sta­
tionary phase in HPLC for the separation of peptides (14,15)
and diasiereomeric peptides (16). Recentiy, ion-exchaoge
columns were used to separate diastereomeric tetrapeptidea
(17) and Do and L-amino acids as the L-D and L-L dipeptides
after reaction with tert-butyloxycarbonyl-L-leucine-N­
hydroxysuccinimide ester (18). XAD-2 and XAD-4 columns
have also been used to separate diastereomeric peptides (6,
7).

Although the XAD copolymers showed promise 88 sta­
tionary phases for the separation of diastereomeric peptidea
and are stable over the entire pH range unlike the bonded
stationary phases, they do not generally provide efficiencies
that are comparable to those readily achieved with the bonded
stationary phases (5, 6). This is particularly true when
compared to the microparticulate bonded phases. Therefore,
the purpose of this paper is to deac:ribe reaulta of our ex­
periments which were designed to illustrate those factors wbicb
intluence the retention of diastereomeric iii- and tripeptid.
on a bonded reverse stationary phase of the Cs type. With

ooo3-2700178/035(1.1353$01,00fO C 1975 Amortcon QlomIcoI SocIal)'
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Table I. Effect of Eluent pH on the Capacity Factors of
Glyclne Hued Peptid..

capacity factor, k'Q

pH

capacity factors, h'G

Table II. Effect of Peptide Structure and Eluent pH on
Capacity Fadora

gly-DL-Ieu 4.0ug

gly-DL-phe 2.0ug

9Iy-L-ala 3.3 ug
gly-L-val 3.6ug

A gly-L-lyr 2.5 ug

7.91

0.29
2.79
9.24

0.29
1.22
2.67

9.24
>10
>10

pH

5.82

0.09
0.22
1.12

0.09
0.49
1.12

1.12
1.53
6.45

3.38

0.55
1.20
3.71

0.55
2.62
3.57

3.71
5.17
>10

dipeptide

L-AJa'L-Yai
L-Yal'L-Yai
L-Leu·L-Yal

L-AJa-L-YaI
L-AJa-L-Leu
L-Ala-L-Phe

L-Leu-L-Yal
L-Leu-L-Tyr
L-Leu'L-Leu

a Same column condition. u in Table 1.

o 5 10
ml

Flguro 1. Separallon of a series of glycyl dlpaptldes. 250 X 3.2 mm,
10 ~m. UCl'<osorb-C. et a flow rale of 1 mUmln using 5% EIOH-95 %
H20 with pH 3.4 (phosphate) end ~ = 0.1 and delecllon ot 208 nm
end 0.16 AUFS

order foUoWll that obearved for the simple AA on an octyl eiliea
column (2) and is similar to the AA retention order found on
porous copolymer columns (6), the one exception being that
Tyr shows a higher retention than Leu on the porous co­
polymers.

The retention order in Table I ie a1ao coneistent with the
hydrophobicities and accessible surfaces areu reported for
the AA (19). If the non-Gly eubunit ie a polar AA, retention
would be reduced. The effect of polar groupe in the simple
AA on retention hu been discusaed before (2. 6. 8) and a
similar effect should occur with the dipeptides.

A change in a single subunit of the dipeptide produces a
significant chenge in retention. Thua. separation of many
dipeptide mixtures are possible. One example ie lieted in
Figure I where a mixture of five glycyl dipeptides are eep­
arated ueing 96% water-6% ethanol buffered at pH 3.4.

It is eignificant to note that the Gly-Gly dipeptide ehoWl
no retention under the eluting conditione uaed In Table 1.
Even when ualng 100% water. the mild..t eluting agent, thla
dipeptide etlllahoWl no retention. Thia it additional evidence
which eupporte the conclusion that retention reaulta from the
interaction of the non-GlY AA lubunlt and the etationary
pbaae and that the Gly subunlt and the peptide backbone are
not involved in the retention proem. Similar reaulte were
found when studying a aeriee of Gly peptidee on a CII column
(2).

peptide 3.38 5.82 7.91

Gly-Gly 0.00 0.00 0.00
L-Ala-Gly 0.00 0.00 0.00
L-Yal-Gly 0.23 0.11 0.27
L-Tyr-Gly 0.58 0.35 0.57
DL-Leu-Gly 0.99 0.60 1.10
L-Phe-Gly 2.21 1.30 2.69

Gly-L-Ala 0.01 0.00 0.00
Gly-L-Yal 0.57 0.09 0.16
Gly-D-Yal 0.58 0.09 0.16
Gly-L-Tyr 0.90 0.19 0.28
Gly-DL-Leu 2.45 0.56 0.82
Gly-DL-Phe 3.09 1.08 1.56

L-Phe-Gly·Gly 1.64 1.06 2.53
Gly-Gly-L-Phe 3.73 1.10 1.31

• 250 X 3.2 mm, 10 ~m, LiChrosorb C. at a now rate of
1 mL/min using 5% EtOH-95% H,O with phosphate buf­
fers at ~ = 0.1 and detection at 208 nm.

this type of background, optimum conditions for the sepa­
ration of mixtures of diastereomeric peptides should be readily
predicted. Furthermore, these data provide a basis for se­
lecting the eluting conditions for mixtures of more complex
diastereomeric peptides.

EXPERIMENTAL
Rea,entl. Peptides were obtained from Sigma Chemical

Company, Chemical Dynamics Corp., and Research Plus Lab­
oratori... Inc. and were used as received. Inorganic aalta and acids
were analytical reagant grade. Distilled water for the eluting
agente waa purified by passing it through a mixed bed ion ex­
change column, activated charcoal column, and finally through
a O,2-~m f1Jter. Ethanol (96%) and HPLC reagent grade ace­
tonitrile (J, T. Baker) were used.

Equipment. The chromatographic instrumentation consisted
of an Altex M-loo pump, an Altex 905 injector fitted with a 175-~L

sample loop, and I Tracor 970 varilble wavelength detector
equipped with an 8-~L Teflon flow cell. The column used was
a 3.2 X 260 mm, Io-~m, octyl-lilica bonded phase column (Li­
Chr""orb Cal obtained from Altex.

Procedurel. Peptide solutions were prepared by dissolving
3 to 8 mr of a given peptide in 3 mL of water (0.1 M HCI for
Leu-Phe and Lau-Gly·Phe) in 6-mL Hypovials fitted with Hycar
aepta and aealed with aluminum caps (Pierce Chemical). The
lolutiona were refrigerated when not in ule. Samplel of 2 to 6
~ of the desired peptide solution were Irllected with a Io-~L

Preuure Lok Series Bll0 Iyringe (Precilion Sampling Corpo­
ration).

All elutm, ..ent water-organlc solvent mixtures were made
as per Clnt by volume and were buffered with phosphate lalta
(0.02 M) or HCI, Appropriate quantities of NaCI were added to
give an lomc streQlth of 0.1.

Flow ratea ranged from 1.0 to 2.0 mL/min and resulted in
column Inlet preuures of 900 to 1600 psi depending upon the
eluling mixture compooition. The detector waa operated at 208
om and an attenuation setting of 0.18 or 0.08 AUFS waa uled.

Capacity factora, h', were calculated and the column void
volume waa determined aa described previously (5, 6). The
prec!llon for h' meaauremnt waa :0.03.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Effect of Peptide Structure. Table I liata the h'valuel

for two aeriea of Gly·bued peptidea aa a function of pH, In
one aerlee, the fint amino acid (AA) aubunit it varied while
in the aecond. the aecond AA eubunit it varied. Th... data
mow that the retention order ie determined by the non·Gly
AA eubunlt. At the carbon content of the non.Gly eubunit
ie increued, the retention it also increued, Thla retention



Table II shows the effect of replacing the Gly subunit for
the dipeptides in Table I with a nonpolar AA subunit. In the
first group, the glycine subunit is replaced by a valine subunit.
Comparison of the k' data to those in Table I clearly indicates
a marked increase in the retention of the dipeptide. In the
second group of dipeptides in Table II, the glycyl subunit of
the peptides in Table I is replaced by an alanyl subunit. The
increase in k'values for this series was found to be nominal,
the largest being observed for the dipeptide showing the
highest retention. In the third group, the glyeyl subunit of
the peptides in Table I is replaced by a leueyl subunit. This
change produced a sharp increase in the retention of the
dipeptides.

In all three serics, the order of retention of the d,peptides
follows that observed for the individual AA subunits that is
being varied. Also, unlike the Gly peptides, the AA subunit
that is held constant contributes to the retention, and the
overall retention is due to both AA subunits in thc dipeptide.
This additive effect and the ability to quantitatively or
qualitatively predict it is being explored further.

Effect of Eluent pH. Controlling the pH of the eluting
mixtures used in the separation of AA and peptide mixtures
on columns of XAD-2 and -4 has shown that retention is
minimalln the region of the isoelectric pH where zwitterion
formation occurs (5, 6). Retention is markedly increased in
acidic eluents (pH <3), where a singly charged protonated
amine species exists, and in basic eluents (pH >9), where 8

singly charged dissociated carboxyl species predominates.
Although the useful pH range of the C. column is limited

to eluting agents of pH 2 to 8, limited pH studies on this
column show similar trends. These data are listed in Tables
I and II. In all cases; the minimum is observed near or at the
isoelectric pH value.

In Table I, the k' values are larger in basic solution than
in acidic solution for the Gly dipeptide. in which the Gly
subunit provides the terminal carboxyl group. When it
provides the terminal amine group, the k' valuts are larger
in acid solution in comparison to the basic solution. Since
the non-Gly subunit is primarily responsible for the retention,
the position of this subunit relative to the charge sites has a
strong influence on the retention.

In the first series of dipeptides in Table I, the retention will
be higher in the basic eluent because the nonpolar AA subunit
is removed from the vicinity of the highly charged carboxyl
site. Therefore. it can interact with the nonpolar stationary
phase more strongly than in the acidic eluent where the
closeness of the charged protonated amine group would di­
minish the interaction.

In the second group of dipeptides listed in Table I, where
the nonpolar AA subunit contributes the terminal carboxyl
group, the highest retention is observed when using the acidic
eluent. Under these conditions, the nonpolar AA subunit is
removed from the charged, protonated amine site.

The data in Table I indicate that the retention order of the
dipeptide can be altered by a change in the pH of the eluent.
Consider the Leu containing dipeptides. For example, DL­
Leu-Gly will elute before Gly-DL-Leu under acidic eluting
conditions, while the reverse is found when using 8 basic
eluent. Other examples have been reported previously (6).

The effects of pH on the retention and the retention order
for the tripeptides listed in Table I are consistent with the
observations found for the dipeptides.

The dipeptides listed in Table II show similar trends. In
these dipeptides retention will be dominated by the more
nonpolar of the two AA subunits and, therefore, its position
in relation to the charged site will determine the retention
behavior. When the more nonpolar AA subunit contributes
the terminal amine group, which will be uncharged in basic
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Table Ill. Capacity Factora for AlanlDe Dlpeptldea
u a Function of pH

capacity factor, k'o

pH

dipeptide 2.10 3.32 5.75 7.89

L-A!a·L·Ala 0.28 0.17 0.00 0.08
D-Ala-D-A!a 0.29 0.18 0.00 0.07
L-Ala·D·Ala 1.13 0.65 0.16 0.21
D·Ala·L-Ala 1.11 0.64 0.17 0.20

Gly-G1y 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
L-Ala·G1} 0.14 0.07 0.00 0.04
O·Ala-Gly 0.14 0.08 0.00 0.04
Gly-L-Ala 0.26 0.15 0.00 0.03
G1y-O·Ala 0.26 0.15 0.00 0.03

a Same column and now rate as in Table I using water,
and HCI and phosphate buffer., ~ = 0.1, as the eluting
mixture.

solution, the highest retention is observed for the basic eluenL
Examples of this are L-Leu·L-Yal, and L-Leu-L-TYr. In
contrast, when the more hydrophobic AA subunit contributes
the free carboxyl group, which will be uncharged in acidic
solution, highest retention is found in the acidic eluent.
Examples of this are L-Ala-L·Yal, L-Ala-L-Leu, and L-Ala­
L-Phe. Similar pH trends were observed for dipeptide re­
tention on XAD-2 and XAD-4 porous copolymers (6).

Ionization constants for the dipeptides examined in this
study lie between pK., = 3.1 to 3.3 and pK.. = 8.1 to 8.3 (20).
This means that for the pH range used in this study, the
degree of ionization in the acidic and basic eluents is essentially
the same for a given dipeptide. Therefore, the difference in
the k'values in the acidic or basic eluent must be due to the
difference in the position of the charge sites and is not due
to the difference in the degree of ionization of the amine or
carboxyl group. This further supports the contention that
the position of the more nonpolar AA subunit relative to the
charge sites is the major factor in determining the level of
retention.

Solvent Composition. Although not studied systemati­
cally, the data reported here (see Tables I to Y) indicate that
as the concentration of ethanol is increased in the aque-­
ous-ethanol mixture the k' values decrease. Furthermore,
acetonitrile is a stronger eluting agent than ethanol. These
observations are consistent with more detailed studies on the
effect of solvent composition on the retention of other acids
and bases reported elsewhere (2, 3, 5, 6).

If a high concentration (>20%) of organic solvent is re­
quired to act as a modifier, acetonitrile would be preferred.
First, for a comparable elution condition, less acetonitrile than
ethanol is needed. Second, the acetonitrile-water mixtures
are less viscous and, thus, column inlet pressures are mini·
mized.

Stereochemical Effects. The previous experiments
demonstrated the significance of each AA side chain in in­
fluencing the degree of retention. To evaluate the effect of
an AA subunit's stereochemistry on retention, the stere~

isomers of Ala-Ala were studied. These data are shown in
Table III where retention on the C, column was studied as
a function of pH.

As with the previous peptides, retention is low in the region
of the isoelectric pH and high in the acidic and basic eluents
regardless of the stereoisomeric form. However, at a given
eluent condition, retention for the diastereomers is different.
At all pH values L-AIa-L-Ala and its enantiomer n-Ala-n-Ala
have identical capacity factors. Similarly, L-Ala-n-Ala and
its enantiomer o-AIa-lrAla also have identical capacity factors,
but the value is larger than that for the L-L and 0-0 enan­
tiomers.
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° Same conditions as in Table I except at 10% EtOH­
90% H~O. b Obtained as D,L-D,L mixture.

Table IV. Capacity Factors for Dipeptide Diatereomers

capacity factor.
h'G

Table V. Capacity Factors for Di- and
Tripeptide Diastereomers

peptide capacity factor, Il'o

L-Leu-L-Leu 0.92
D-Leu-D-Leu 0.92
L-Leu-D-Lcu 4.78
D-Leu-L·Leu 4.79
L(D)-Leu-L(D)-Pheb 2.16
L(D)·Leu-D(L)-Pheb 6.94
L(Dl-Leu-G1Y'L(D)-Pheb 1.12
L(D)-Leu-Gly-D(L)-Pheb 1.58

° Same conditions as in Table I except at 20% EtOH­
80% H10. pH 6.14. b Obtained as D,L-D,L mixture (see
text).

5.98

0.03
0.21
0.30
0.88
0.61
0.61
1.48
1.46
0.62
1.38
0.12
0.11
1.55
2.71
>10

pH

3.45

0.30
0.69
1.37
2.51
1.65
1.65
2.83
2.84
1.74
2.63
0.59
0.58
3.50
7.35
>10

dipeptide

L(D)·Ala-L(Dl-Valb

L(D )-Ala-D(Ll-Val b

L-Ala-L·Lcu
n·Ala-L-Leu
L' Ala-L-Phe
D-Ala-D·Phe
L-Ala-D·Phe
D·Ala-L-Phe
L-Leu-L-Tyr
D·Leu-L-Tyr
L-VaI-L-Val
D-Val-D-Val
D·Val-L-Yal
O-Leu-D-Lcu
n-Leu-L-Leu

The study was expanded to include many other diaste­
reomeric dipeptides and tripeptides. These data are shown
in Tables IV and V.

The general trends observed for these diastereomeric di­
peptides are similar to those for the Ala-Ala dipeptides listed
in Table Ill. That is, the L-L and l>-O enantiomers have an
identical h' value which is less than the identical h' values
found for the L-D and O-L enantiomers. This difference is
large enough so that separations of the two pairs are possible.
Although not shown, retention differences for a given set of
diastereomers are enhanced by using a lower pH and/or
reducing the smount of ethanol in the eluting mixture.

The type of the AA subunits present in the diastereomers
has an effect on the retention. In dipeptides in which there
is a significant difference in the size and polarity of the AA
subunits, the difference in the h'values for the diastereomers
is large enough to permit their separation. Typical examples
are the L-L (and O-D) and L-O (and l)-L) diastereomers of
Ala-Leu, Ala-Phe, and Leu-Tyr. The differences in the h'
values for these diostereomers is minimal however, when
compared to dipeptides in which the AA subunits are of equal
or similar size and polarity. Examples of this are the L-L (and
D-D) and L-D (and D-L) diaslereomers of Val-Val, Leu-Leu,
and Leu·Phe.

From these observations it can be concluded that for di­
peptides having AA subunits of similar size and polarity, there
is a significant increase in the peptide's hydrophobic surface
area in going from the L-L (or D-O) to the L-D (or J>-L) form.
This is illustrated in Figure 3. Note that in the time interval
required to separate L-Val-L-Val from its O-L diastereomer
L-Leu'L-Tyr can be separated from its D-L diastereomer.

Flgwo 2. Separation of alanyl-alanlne diastereomers. 250 X 3.2 fTVT1,

10 /UTI, LJCITosortl-C. at a flow rate of 1 rrUmin us01g 100% H,O with
pH 2.2 (HCI) and ~ = 0.1 and detection at 208 nm and 0.16 AUFS

The fact that enantiomers have equal h' values was shown
in Table I. For example, compare Gly-L-Val to its enan­
tiomorph Gly-D-Val. Similarly, the Gly-L-A1a and Gly-o-Ala
enantiomers and the L-Ala-Gly and o-Ala-Gly enantiomers
(Table III) have equal h' values. However. when the sym­
metric Gly subunit is replaced with the asymmetric Ala
subunit (Table Ill), the resulting diastereomers exhibit
differing h' values.

The difference in the h' values for the diastereomers is not
constant throughout the pH range; as the pH decreases, the
difference increases. Thus, by choosing the optimum pH for
the eluting mixture, a baseline separation of the diastereomers
is readily achieved. This is illustrated in Figure 2.

Differences in the physical properties of peptide diaste­
reomers bave been attributed to differences in molecular
conformations (2]). A peptide can assume several confor­
matians. However. investigation of molecular size (11,22),
dipole moments (22), ionization constants (23), and nuclear
magnetic resonance studies (7, 24-26) have led workers to
conclude that the AA sidechains in a dipeptide are cis to one
another (with respect to the peptide bond) for the L-D and
its D-L enantiomer (7, 21, 24-26). In the L-L and its 0-0

enantiomer the sidechains are therefore trans to one another.
These structures are sbown below looking down the di-

-ala-L-ala 5.2ug

L-ala-D-ala 6.8 ug

048
ml

A

H H
H2N~H~ CH3WNH2

H02C/f'cH3 CH3/f'c~H
6Q QJ:

H2N~HCONHyHC02H

CH3 CH3

peptide bond for Ala-Ala emphasizing the orientation of the
sidecbain methyl groups on the asymmetric carbons, which
are indicated by the circles.

In the L-D and D-L forms, the methyl groups for the two
Ala subunits will be on the same side of the peptide bond and
in close proximity to one another. This should produce a
bigber overall hydrophobic surface area and increase the
retention of the L-D and D-L enantiomers in comparison to
the L-L and D-D enantiomers where tbe methyl groups are on
opposite sides. As seen in Table III, the retention order is
consistent with the predicted hydrophobic characteristics of
the Ala-Ala diastereomers.
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A

L-val-L-val 8.0ug

L-Ieu-L-tyr 2.5ug

D-Ieu-L-Iyr 2.0ug

D-val-L -val 6.8ug

A

{
O-leU-gIY-O-Phe}
L-Ieu-gly-L-pha 3.8ug

{
O-leU-9IY-L-Phe}
L-Ieu-gly-O-phe 3.8ug

{
O-leU-O-Phe}
L-Jeu-L-phe 3.5ug

O-leU-L-phe}
L-Ieu-{)-phe 3.5ug

o 4 8 12
ml

Figure 3. Separation of a mIxture of dipeptide diastereomers. 250
X 3.2 mm, 10 pm. UCtvosorb-C15 at a flow rate of 1 ni../min using 10%
EtOH-90% H20 with pH 3.4 (phosphate) and J.l = 0.1 and detection
at 208 nm and 0.16 AUFS

Figure 4. Separation of di- and tripeptide diastereomers. 250 X 3.2
mm, 10 jJm, liChrosorb-Ca at a flow ra1e of 1.5 ml/min using 15%
CH,CN-85% H20 wi1h pH 3.5 (phosphate) and ~ = 0.1 and detection
at 208 nm and 0.16 AUFS

Table VI. Capacity Factors for Trialanine Diastereomera
as a Function of pH

capacity factor, h'c

The Leu-Phe and Leu-ely-Phe peptides were available
only as the D,L-n,1. mixtures and based on the elution
characteristics of the diastereomers in Tables III and IV. the
first peak eluted for such a mixture was assigned the L-1.(D-O)
configuration. while the second was assigned the I.-O(D-L)
configuration. A chromatogram for the separation of the
Leu·ely-Phe and Leu-Phe diastereomers is shown in Figure
4.

Table VI lists the k' data for four of the eight stereoisomers
of the tripeptide Ala-Ala-Ala which contains three chiral
centers. In comparison to the tripeptide (ely),. which provides
only the peptide backbone, retention is very high for the (Ala),
peptides. This indicates that the more hydrophobic character
of the alanine sidechains plays the major role in determining
the level of interaction between the stationary phase and the
tripeptide. This is consistent with the observations made for
the dipeptides.

The retention of the (Ala), tripeptide as a function of pH
follows the same trends AS those observed for the dipeptides.
That is, retention is high in acidic and basic solutions and is
at a minimum at the isoelectric pH. It is difficult to ex­
perimentally evaluate whether retention is larger in acid or
base solution for the symmetrical (Ala), peptides since the
measurements are limited on the basic side to approximately
pH 8. If the hI' ko• and h I values. the capacity factors for
retention of the cation, zwiuerion, and anion forms, re·
spectively. are calculated according to Equation 4 in reference
(5). retention for all four (Ala), diastereomers is found to be
slightly higher in acidic solution than in basic solution.

It is evident in Table VI that not only does the introduction
of aD AA subunit alter the retention of the (L-Ala), peptide.
but also that the position of the 0 AA subunit is important.
Construction of models using the criteria discussed before for

(J Same condi Lions as in Table lli.

Similar results are obtained hy substituting the diastcreomers
of Ala-Leu or Ala-Phe for the Leu-Tyr diasterenmers used in
Figure 3.

The Leu-Tyr diastereomers were separated on an optically
active bonded tripeptide stationary phase (16). It should be
noted from Figure 3 that the optically bonded phase is not
necessary for the separation and that the elution order found
in Figure 3 is the reverse of that for the optically bonded
phase.

The peptides listed in Table V contain highly hydrophobic
A.A. subunil~ and it was necessary to increase the co:icentration
of the ethanol in the eluting mixture. as well as to adjust the
eluent pH close to that of the isoelectric pH. in order to elute
the peptides from the column in 8 reasonable- amount of time.
As with the other diastereomeric peptides. the retention for
the I.-I. and 1)-1) enantillmers is the some and considerably
less than that for the 1.-0 and D-1. enant.iomers.

Introduction of a polar group int.o one of the AA subunits
has a significant effect on the retention of the peptides.
Compare the h' data for the I.-L. and O-L Leu-Tyr stereo­
isomers in Table IV to the corresponding Leu-Phe stereo­
isomers in Table V. The latter dipeptide differs in that the
Phe ooes not have a p-OH group in the aromatic ring. Re­
tention is not only greater for the more nonpolur Phe-con­
taining peptide but the difference in retention he tween the
L-I. and 0-0 enantiomers and the 1.-0 and I)-I. cnantiomers
is much greater.

The introduction of the glycyl suuunit into the dipeptide
Leu-Phe at position 2 to yield the tripeptide, markedly de­
creases the retention of the peptide and also decreases the
difference in the h' "alues for the diastereomers (see Table
V). Apparently the insertion of the ely subunit has the effect
of breaking up the large hydrophobic surface area which
results when the two nonpolar AA subunits (Leu and Phe)
are directly adjacent as in the case of the dipeptide Leu-Phe.
Note however, even though the chiral centers arc separated
from one another in the Leu-ely-Phe tripeptide. the sepa­
ration of the diastereomers is still possible (see Table V).
Additional model peptides in which the chiral centers are even
further separated by the addition of glycyl subunits were not
readily available. Thus, the question of whether the degree
of retention continues to decrease as this distance increases,
cannot be answered.

tripeptide

L·AJa-L·AJ'·L·AJ.
o·AJa·o·Al.·o-Ala
L·Ala·L-Ala,o-Ala
L·Ala-o-Ala-L-Ala

Gly·Gly·Gly

2.10

0.68
0.69
1.59
3.32

0.05

pH

3.32 5.15

0.62 0.09
0.63 0.09
1.14 0.22
2.58 0.69

0.00 0.00

7.83

0.26
0.21
0.59
1.18

0.00
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l:ala-L-ala-l:ala 6.8ug

l:ala-l:ala-O-ala 7.4ug

A l:ala-D-ala-L-ala 5. Bug

o 5 10 15
ml

figura 5. Separation of alanyl-alanyl-alanlna dlastSfsomers. 250 X
3.2 nm. 10 IJl'I, 1.JChroso<l>C. at a flow rata of 1.3 ntJrrin usl'lg 100%
H,O with pH 2.2 (HCQ and I' = 0.1 and datection at 208 nm and 0.16
AUFS

the dipeptides (7, 21. 24-26) yields structures similar to those
previously shown for the (Ala>, dipeptides except that one
more sidechain methyl group (from the additional Ala subunit)
must be accounted for. For the LLL form. the methyl groups
of the Ala subunits are seen to alternate about the peptide
backbone; for the LLD form, two adjacent methyl groups are
on the aame side and the third is on the other side; and finally
for the LDL form all three methyl groups are on the same side.
It would be predicted that the hydrophobic nature of the side
chain groups should increase in this order, that is. LLL < LLD
< LDL. This should also be the order in which the retention
increases. As seen in Table VI, this was observed exp~ri­

mentally.
The retention of the diestereomeric (Ala), tripeptides are

sufficiently different enough in acid solution so that mixtures
of the LLL (or DOD). LLD. and LDL (Ala), tripeptides can be
separated. This is shown in Figure 5 where a pH 2.2 aqueous
solution is used es the eluting mixture.

ApplicatioDs. The data in the figures and tables indicate
that k' values are sufficiently different so that separation of
many different peptide and diestereomeric peptide mixtures
are possible. Awareness of those factors which cause the
differenoe in k'values can be used to predict optimum eluting
conditions for separation of mixtures of larger peptide dia­
stereomers. For example, the size and polarity of the AA
subunits and their relative position determine the optimum
solvent composition, while the position of the stereochemical

differences indicates the optimum eluent pH. If the ste­
reochemical difference is near the terminal amine, a basic
eluent should be used, since it would allow the free amine to
interact most strongly with the stationary phese. Thus,
differencea in retention for the diestereomers would be
maximized.

From a fundamental standpoint, the chromatographic
properties of peptide diestereomers on reverse stetionary
phases, offers valuable insight into peptide conformations. In
addition to analytical separations, the method should be useful
in studying racemization in peptide synthesis, for determining
a peptide's stereochemical purity, and in larger scale, prep­
arative separations. It is also important to note that the
retention trends of the peptides and peptide diestereomers
on the bonded stationary phese are similar to those observed
on the porous copolymer packings (5-7).
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Distribution Coefficients and Anion Exchange Behavior of Some
Elements in Hydrobromic-Nitric Acid Mixtures

F. W. E. Strelow

National Chemical Research Laboratory, P.O. Box 395. Pretoria 000 I, Republic of South Africa

Anion exchange dlstr\bullon coelflclents with Bla-Rad AG1-X8,
a quaternary amine resin on polystyrene basis, are presented
'or the elements BI(III), Cd, Pb(II), Zn, and In(III) In
hydrobromic-nitric acid mixtures rangIng hom 0.03 101M
hydrobromic and nil to 2 M nitric acid. The results are dis­
cussed and some possible separations are pointed out. The
versatlllly 0' these eluting mlxlures Is demonstrated by se­
quenllal elution 0' Zn, Pb(II), Cd, and BI(III) trom a 11.5-mL
resin column using appropriate eluting agent concentrations.

Some elements such as Bi(III), Cd, and Pb(lI) are con­
siderably more strongly adsorbed by anion exchange resins
from dilute hydrobromic than from dilute hydrochloric acid
solutions (1). Separation factors between these elements and
most others are as a result considerably larger in bromide than
in chloride solutions, and considerably smaller colwnns should
be required for separations of the same amounts of elements.
Unfortunately it has been found that more serious tailing ofuln
occurs when elements are eluted with dilute hydrobromic acid
(2,3) as compared with dilute hydrochloric acid, An effective
method to eliminate this tailing is to add to the eluting agent,
a noncomplexing mineral acid containing a relatively strongly
adsorbed anion which effectively competes for exchmge sites
(2,3). Nitric acid is almost tailor·made for this purpose. As
an additional advantage, it also is easily volatile. Its only
disadvantage is that bromine is formed by oxidation in
mixtures of hydrobromic and nitric acid above certain con­
centrations, Fortunately, these critical concentrations are
safely above those relevant for separations,

In the literature, only a very limited amount of information
about distribution coefficients in hydrobromic-nitric acid
mixtures with strongly basic anion exchange resins can be
found. Data are presented for a single hydrobromic acid
concentration (0.03 M) with various concentrations of nitric
acid (2). Because it appeared likely that more favorable
conditions for some separations would be found at higher
bromide concentrations, a more complete study of distribution
coefficients was carried out varying the bromide concentration
up to 1 M, The results of this study and their discussion are
presented.

EXPERIMENTAL
Realentl and Apparatul. Chemicals were of analytical

reagent-grade purity. "Indium(Ill)-chloride tetrahydrate purias",
was obtained from Fluke AG., Buchs, Switzerland, and converted
to the nitrate by repeated evaporation with nitric acid. Water
was distilled and then p....d through an Elgatat d.ioniz.r. The
resin was AGt·X8, 8 quaternary amine anion exchanger on
polystyr.n. base, mark.ted by Bia-Red Laboratoriee, Richmond,
Calif. Re,in of 100 to 200 me,h particle ,ize wa. u,ed for
batch-equilibrium and re,in of 200 to 400 me,h particle ,ize for
column experimente. Boro,ilicate glao, tube, of 16-mm Ld. and
about 2OO-mm lenith were u,ed as column" fitted with a No, 2
paraeity glaoo ,inter and a buret tap at the bottom and a B14 joint
at the top, Atomic absorption meuurementa were carried out
either with a Varian-Techtron AA-5 or with a Perkin-Elmer 303
instrument, and a Zeiso PMQ II W81 uood for ,pectrophotometry.

Table I. Distribution Coefficients in 0.03 M HBr

molarity of HNO]

element nil 0.1 M 0.2M 0.5M 1.0M 2.0M

Bi(lll)" >10' >10' >10· >10' 6800 4800
Cd" 680 191 91 33 14.4 2.7
Fb(lI)" 14.4 8.2 5.0 4.1 1.3 1.1
Zn <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5
In <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1

a Published previously (2) but included for sake of com·
pleteness.

Distribution Coefficients, The resin was converted to the
nitrate form in a large column by passing through a solution of
about 2 M nitric acid until a silver nitrate test for chloride became
negative. After the excess nitric acid had been remo\'ed by
washing \lith deionized water, the resin was dried at 60°C in a
Gallenkamp vacuum pistol with magnesium perchlorate (an­
hydrone) as drying agent, and kept in a desiccator over the same
drying agent. Residual water was determined by df);ng at 120
°C and the weights of resin were corrected accordingly (normally
about 4 mg correction for 2.7125 g of r.sin).

The coefficienta were d.termined by equilibrating 2.7125 g of
dry resin in the nitrate form (equivalent to 2.5000 g of dry resin
in the chloride form) with 250 mL of solution of shaking for 24
h in a mechanical ,haker at 20 ·C. The solutions contained the
concentrations of hydrobromic and nitric acid shown in Tables
I to VI and on. of the following el.m.nta as the nitrate:l mmol
of either Cd, Zn. or In(Ill): 0.2 romol of bismuth(Ill), or 0.02 romol
of lead(l\), Th. ,mall.r amounta of biamuth and lead were uood
because of the limited solubility of the ox)'bromidee or bromidee,
r.spectively, in some of the equilibrium ,olutiono, After
equilibration, the reBin was separated from the aqueous phue
by filtration and the amounte of the elemente in the aqueous and
in the r••in pha,e (exc.pt for bi,muth) were determined by
appropriate analytical method,. From the re,ulto, weight
equilibrium diotribution coeffici.nto

D iii mol of element on reBin 100
mol of element in ,olution x

were calculated, The coefficienta for 0,03, 0.05, 0.1, 0.2. 0.6, and
1.0 M HBr with various concentrations of nitric acid are preeented
in Tabl.. I to VI, re,pectively. Tho,e for 0.03 M HBr have bean
publi'hed previou,ly (2) but have been included for ,ake of
completeneso. The analytical m.thod, u,ed are ,ummed up in
Table VII.

Elution Curve. A celurnn containing 11.5 mL (6 g dry weliht)
of AG1-X8 resin of 200 to 400 me.h particle ,ize was prepared
and convorted to the bromide form by pas,ing through 100 mL
of 1 M hydrobromic acid. The column in the chloride form wu
65 mm in length and 16 mm in diameter and ,hrank about 6 mID
on convereion. A ,olution containing 0.1 romol of zinc and 0.02
romol each of cadmium, lead(II), and bismuth(ill) as the bromid..
in 26 mL of 1 M hydrobromic acid was prepared and pasoed
through the column. The elemente were washed onto the re,in
with ,mall portion, of 0.2 M hydrobromic acid containing 0,6 M
nitric acid and then .luted with the followinK oequance of_to:
200 mL of 0,2 M hydrobromic containinl 0.5 M nitric acid for
zinc (including wuh ,olution); 200 mL of 0.06 M hydrobromic
containing 0.6 M nitric acid for lead(II); 200 mL of 0,02 hy.
drobromic containing 2 M nitric acid for cadmium: and 200 mL
of 0.05 M EDTA in 0.1 M ammonium nitrate for bi,mutb(IIl).
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'Iloble IL Diotribulion Coefficienta in 0.05 M HIl<

molarity. HNO)

element nil 0.1 M 0.2M 0.5M 1.0M

Bi(IlI) 400000 200000 115000 54000 24000
Cd 3030 935 329 148 79
Pb(U) 52 23.5 13.5 11.3 10.7
Zn <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5
In <1 <1 <1 <1 <1

2.0M

7800
65
10.4
<0.5
<1

'Iloble 111. Di.tribution Coefficienta in 0.10 M HIl<

molarity, HNO,

0.2M 0.5Mclement

Bi(lU)
Cd
Pb(lI)
Zn
In

nil

500000
16200

242
1.4
1.0

0.1 M

400000
5910

103
1.0
1.1

210000
2540

65
0.7
1.2

83000
1320

32.9
0.5
1.0

1.0M

40000
705

20.6
<0.5

1.1

2.0M

15600
445

15.4
<0.5

1.2

'Iloble IV. Diatribution CoeCficienta in 0.20 M HBr

molarity, HNO,

clement nil 0.1 M 0.2 M 0.5 M 1.0M 2.0M

Bi(IIJ) >10' >10' >10'
Cd 50000 31 000 17 500
Pb(lI) 635 354 228
Zn 5.4 3.7 2.3
In 2.5 2.3 2.2

a Published previously (2) but included for sake of completeness.

>10"
9100

106
1.5
2.1

>10·
5250

56
1.5
1.9

>10"
3450"

33.8
1.4
1.8

Table VII. Analytical Methods Used for Determinations

element method

DISCUSSION
Bismuth(III). The distribution coefficients for bis­

muth(III) are very high over the whole range investigated.

The flo..... raLe was 2.5 ± 0.5 mL per minute and the solution always
was allowed to drain to the level of the resin bed before eluting
agents were changed, and also between washings. Aliquots of 25
mL were taken with an automatic fractionator, and the amounts
of the elements in the fractions were determined by atomic
absorption spectrometry, after suitable dilution when required,
using the methods indicated in Table VII. The experimental curve
is shown in Figure 1.

Complcxomctric titration with EDTA,
xylenol orange as indicator. or spec­
trophotometry as thiourea complex
at 470 11m. Atomic absorption spec­
trometry at 223.1 nm, using air­
acetylene flame for elution curve.

Complcxometric titration with EDTA
in slight excess ammonia with methyl­
thymol blue as indicator. Atomic
absorption spectrometry at 228.8 nm.
using air-acetylene flame for small
amounts and elution curve.

Atomic absorption. spectrometry at
217.0 nm. usin.: air-acetylene flame.

Complcxometric titration with EDTA
at pH 5.5, xylenol orange as indicator.
Atomic absorption. spectrometry at
213.9 nm, using the air-acetylene
flame for small amounts and elution
curve.

Addition of excess EDTA and back­
titration with zinc sulfate at pH 5.5;
xylenol orange as indicator. Atomic
absorption spectrometry at 303.9 nm.
using the air-acetylene flame for small
amounts and elution curve.

Bi(lII)

In

Zn

Pb(lI)

Cd

~ 400 ~ 600 700 800 900 1000

Ill' [UJAT(

ADSORPTION
Jo+ cu...... -+0,05. MI, +-+-O,DtIlf1018,+-;.-O,O''' (ou,.

Cl.'M.-.os o~.-..o, lllltlNo, OJIlINM.NO,

••31
.0 I Zn

Pb(Ul Bi(ml
t ~ •

• b b b Cd b

J ~

~r
5

~ ~
b b b b

I'
S t ~

7 j

'IlobleV. Diatribution Coefficients in 0.50 M HBr

molarity. HNO,

element nil 0.1 M 0.2 M 0.5M 1.0M

Bi(IIJ) >10· > 10" >10" >10" >10"
Cd >10· >10" >10· >10· >10'
Pb(II) 821 583 442 350 279
Zn 21.0 18.2 14.3 11.4 8.2
In 3.6 3.2 3.0 2.8 2.5

Table VI. Distribution Coefficients in 1.0 AI HBr

molarity, HNO,

element nil 0.1 M 0.2M 0.5 M

Bi(llI) > 10' >10" > 10' >10·
Cd >10' >10' >10' >10·
Pb(lI) 620 491 395 270
Zn 100 89 81 58
In 5.8 4.7 4.2 2.6

FIgura 1. Elution curve zn-Pb(Il}-Cd-B~III), column 01 11.5 ml. (5
g) AG1·X8 'esi1, 2~OO mesh (85 X 15 mm). Flow 'ate 2.5 ± 0.5
ml.JmIn



Generally they increase with increasing hydrobromic and
decrease with increasing nitric acid concentration. In 0.03 or
0.02 M hydrobromic acid containing 2 M nitric acid, bismuth
can be easily separated from Cd, Pb(II), zinc, and indium.
Most other elements are even leBS strongly adsorbed from
dilute hydrobromic acid solutions than zinc and indium and
their separation therefore should be even more easy. Au(1II),
Hg(II), Pt(IV), Pd(m, Tl(1I0, and probably Ir(IV) end Rh(IIO
are the only elements retained together with bismuth(IIO. The
separation factor for the Bi(III)-Pb(II) pair with a value of
over 4000 seems to be the largest one known so far and is
considerably larger than anion exchange separation factors
in hydrochloric acid (4,5) nitric acid--{)rganic solvent mixtures
(6, 7), or cation exchange separation factors in hydrobromic
acid (8, 9) and in acid-EDTA mixtures (10). Separation of
traces of bismuth from very large amounts of lead (up to
several grams) therefore should be possible on quite small
columns provided the sample is dissolved in nitric acid, diluted
to about 2 M, and the solution contains only about 0.02 to
0.03 M bromide. After elution of lead, elution of hismuth can
be carried out with 2 M nitric add, hut is very much more
effective with 0.05 M EDTA in 0.1 M ammonium nitrate.

Cadmium. Distribution coefficients for cadmium follow
the same pattern 8S indicated for bismuth, but are somewhat
lower. At the lowest concentration of hydrobromic, the
differences become quite large and the coefficients of cadmium
small enough for elution.

A mixture of 0.1 M hydrobromic and 0.5 M nitric acid is
an extremely effective eluting agent. for zinc nnd indium while
cadmium is very strongly retaintd. The separation factor is
larger than 1000 and the very strong tailing observed when
indium is eluted with 0.1 M hydrobromic acid alone disappears
almost completely. Elements such as Ga, Fe(III), Mn(II),
Co(ll), U(VI), Ni(ll), and many others are even less strongly
adsorbed from bromide solutions than zicc and should easily
be separated. Bismuth and the elements forming stable
bromide complexes named in the previous pa:agraph are
retained together with cadmium. When cadmium is eluted
with 0.02 M hydrobromic acid containing 2 M nitric acid,
bismuth and most of these elements are still retained. For
large amounts of cadmium which are already adsorbed as
bromide complexes, this eluting agent is not suitable because
it leads to very large elution volumes. About 1 M ammonium
hydroxide containing 0.1 M ammonium nitrate and 0.02 M
ammonium bromide then becomes much more attractive.
When on the other hand adsorption is carried out from 2 M
nitric acid containing 0.02 or 0.03 M hydrobromic acid and
a column equilibrated with the same reagent is used, sepa­
ration of trace amounts of bismuth from larKe amounts of
cadmium should become easy. Most of the cadmium should
pass unadsorbed through the column. Because of the very
large separation factors and the large distribution coefficients
of cadmium, only very small columns are needed for sepa­
rations even when gram amounts of elements such as zinc and
copper are present. This has been utilized for the development
of an improved method using a column of only 4 mL resin for
the separation of trace amounts of cadmium-109 from cy­
clotron targets (11). Details for the separation of larger
amounts of cadmium from many other elements also have
been described (12). Lead(lI) accompanies cadmium partially
when 0.1 M hydrobromic containing 0.5 M nitric acid is used

ANALYTleAL CI£MlSTRY, VOl.. SO, NO.9, AUClUST 1978 • 1311

as eluting agent, but good separations are possible by lIIing
somewhat larger columns and 0.05 M hydrobromic containing
0.5 M nitric acid for the elution of lead (12). The separation
factor still has a value of about 14 in this case.

Lead(II). Distribution coefficients for lead increase with
concentration of hydrobromic acid to a maximum value of
about 800 at about 0.5 M hydrobromic acid and then start
to decrease slowly again. They decrease with increasing nitric
acid concentration. Good separations from zinc and indium
seem to be possible in 0.2 M hydrobromic acid containing
between 0.2 and 0.5 M nitric acid. Most otber elements
including Cu(lI), Fe(IlI), Ga, AI, Com), Mn(II), Ni(ll), the
alkali metals, and alkaline earths have less tendency to form
bromide complexes than zinc and should also be easily
separated. When lead is eluted selectively with 0.05 M hy­
drobromic acid containing 0.5 M nitric acid, cadmium, bis·
muth(IIO, and the elements fonning stsble bromide complex...
are retained by the column (Figure 1).

Zinc, Indium and Other Elements. Zinc and indium
show almost no adsorption up to 0.2 M hydrobromic acid and
only weak adsorption in 0.5 M hydrobromic acid. In 1 M
hydrobromic acid, the adsorption of zinc becomes fairly strong
while that of indium remains rather weak. Higher concen­
trations of hydrobromic acid are not of interest as far as
hydrobromic-nitric acid mixtures are concerned because
mixtures containing significant amounts of nitric acid become
unstable and, with increasing hydrobromic acid, the nitric acid
becomes progressively less effective in depressing tailing
effects.

Other elements such as Cu(ll), Fe(III), Ga, Co(ll), Ni(ll),
Mn(ll), U(VI), AI, Ti(IV), Zr, Hf, Th, Sc, Y, the lanthanides,
Be and the alkaline earths, and the alkali metals have even
lower distribution coefficients in hydrobromic acid solutions
than zinc and indium.

Gilneral. Severe tailing effects observed for some elements
on elution with dilute hydrobromic acid up to 0.3 M disappear
almost completely when about 0.5 to 2.0 M nitric acid is added
to the eluting agent. Selectivities of elements in hydrobromic
acid-nitric acid mixtures up to 2 M nitric acid follow the
sequence:

Bi(Ill) > Cd > Pb(1I) > Zn > In(III) > Cu(ll)

similar to the sequence in pure hydrobromic acid. The el­
ements are less strongly adsorbed from the mixed acid, but
separation factors are often as large and sometimes even larger
than in the pure acid.
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Algorithm for Recognition and Quantitation of Chromatograms
of a Pesticide Mixture by a Microprocessor-Based Integrator

S. M. McCown, H. H. Land, and C. M. Earnest·

D6psrtfTltl{ll 01 Chemistry, Northeasl Louisiana University, Monroe, Louisiana 71209

Strobane Is a peatlclde mixture consisting 01 polychlollnated
terpenokls whIc:h c:ontaln about 70 % chlortne by weight. Some
250 compounds have been Identltled Irom the mixture, using
caplllary GelMS .yatems. An algorHhm Is proposed whereby
chromatograms 01 the peslk:kle Strobane may be recognized
and quantitated by automatic data-handllng device.. The
method Is suitable lor adaptation to the chromatographic
analy. 01 any mixture who.e chromatogram Is known to
contain a recognizable, reproduable pallem 01 ratentlon tlmea
and peak Intensftle.. A new concept, relative valiey Intensity,
II Introduced and Itl ule II demonstrated.

McCown et al. (1) proposed a series of algorithms which
could be used to identify and quantitste Chlordane, tox­
aphene, and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB). Unststed, but
strongly implied in their work, was the idea that the identities
of the compounds which produce a set of chromatographic
peaks need not be known, provided that a characteristic and
reproducible set of phenomena occur. Included in this set of
phenomena are relative retention times of peak maxima,
relative retention times of minima, and relative intensities of
maxima and minima. Relative retention time patterns are
reported for Chlordane, Toxaphene, Strobane, and PCB (2),
using only their peaks. The experienced pesticide residue
analyst depends as much on baseline aberration, in the case
of toxaphene (3) and Strobane (Figure I), to identify the
mixtures as on the relative retention times of the peaks. Since
the use of baseline aberrations was somewhat subjective, it
was desirable to develop methods to deal with reproducible
baseline phenomena produced by the analyte.

The concept of a nonzero valley seemed to be the most
straightforward method of obtsining information about the
baseline. In the development of this parameter, it is importsnt
to realize that in any chromatograph/integrator dialog, two
baselines are involved--1me for each instrument. The baseline
of the integrator is fixed by the manufacturer at some con­
venient potential (-2.0 mV in the CDS-lIIc) and that of the
chromatograph is usually determined to a greater or lesser
extent by the chromatographer. The two baselines are usually
different, and it is this difference which allows the micro­
proceasor to track the various fluctuations in the signal from
the chromatograph. The trend in the signal determines
whether the microproceasor recognizes a peak, a valley, or
instrumental baseline (4).

A nonzero valley must then be discussed in terms of three
pointa in time: ' 10 a time slightly before the occurrence of the
IUSpected valley; I., the time of occurrence of the suspected
valley; and I" a time llightly later than I. (I, < I. < t,). If
the chromatogram is considered 88 the graph of lOme function
y(I), the condition for a minimum in y(tl, (y as a function of
I), are (5): at 110 dy/dl is negative; at I., dy/dl = 0; and at
Is, dy/dl is positive. At I., Y may be positive, negative, or
zero with respect to the prevailing chromatographic baseline.
Y(I,) = 0 indicates a well-resolved peak (RJi+, ~ 1.5) (6), y(l,)
< 0 defines the minimum of a negative peak. Y(I,) > 0 in-

dicates a nonzero valley (Figure 2). The retention times and
intensities of these nonzero valleys can be used to help identify
a particular mixture and distinguish it from similar mixtures.
A combination of the better-known relative peak retention
time and relative peak intensity programs with the relative
valley intensity programs proposed here, should make
identification of complex mixtures easier (2, 7). It is not the
objective of this work to identify any of the compounds of the
mixtures. but only the mixture itself.

EXPERIMENTAL
Apparatus and Reagents. All chromstograms presented here

were obtsined from a Yarian Model 3700 Gas Chromatograph
equipped with a Hewlett-Packard 7671A Automatic Liquid
Sampler and a pulse-modulated constant-current elcctron-capture
detector. The chromstographic process took place in an all-glass
system. The signal from the electrometer was passed to a Varian
CDS-llie computing integrator. The output of the integrator
was displayed on 8 Varian A-25 dual-pen recorder.

The chromatographic column was 6 ft x 2 mm i.d. glass packed
with 1.5% OY-17 + 1.95% OY-2100n 100/120 Chromosorb W-HP
operated isothermally at 175 °e. A nitrogen carrier gas flow fate
of 33 mLjmin was employed. A glass-lined injection port was
maintained at 200 ·C and the detector was held at 310 ·C. Control
of the instrument and dsts systems was gi"en to the CDS-Illc
integrator insofar as this was practical. AU pesticide standards
were injected into the gas chromatograph from a solution of
isooctane. The isooctane was Mallinckrodt nanograde.

Procedure. A pattern recognition program was constructed
for the major peaks of Strobane, by s procedure which has become
standard in this laboratory (1). Stsndards of all compound. of
interest having retention times very similar to those of the
components of Strobane were chromatographed. The retention
time and the weight of each compound were entered in the
memory of the microprocessor. The compounds included were:
hexschlorobenzene (HCB), Heptachlor, Aldrin, Heptschlor
Epoxide, Dieldrin, Endrin, Mirex. the DDT group of compounds,
toxsphene, and the Chlordane group of compounds. Quantitation
of these compounds was accomplished by two programs each
consisting of a control file and three sub-routine files in the
integrator using methods described by McCown et al. (1). The
difference between the two programs is that one program is
constructed for nonnal operation of the microprocessor integrator
and the second program is constructed for operation of the in­
tegrator with the input polarity opposite to thRt of normal op­
eration. The program corresponding to the normal integrator
operating polarity is termed the "primary integration program"
and the reversed polarity program is called the "secondary in­
tegration program". \Vhen using the "secondary integration
program" with the input polarity reversed, the inverted chro­
matogram is integrated. Thus, the "secondary integration
program" integrates the normal valleys as peaks and views the
normal peaks as valleys (Figure 3). The data processing files are
constructed from data obtained from chromatograms of various
pesticides. Aldrin, hexschlorobenzene, Heptschlor, Heptschlor
Epoxide, Dieldrin, Endrin, Mirex. and Methoxychlor are included
in the "control" file, File I. These compounds are identified by
their absolute retention times, and are quantitated by the familiar
"extemalstandardization" method. Retention times and response
factors for the standards are stored in the integrator memory,
together with chromatograph and integrator control parameters.
The other files in this program are set up as sub-routines of the
control file.
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inverted nonzero vaUey

'... '""
Flgur. 1. Normal Strabane chromatogram

Y'y(f)

ot '1' dyldl <: 0

al 12, d(dl =0, Y}Q

ot '3' dy/dl ')0

" '"TIt.'E (m,r1JIes)
'0

'.

lli
z
o..
:3
0:

TIME (increments. of O.Olminules)

Flgur. 2. Operating delinhlon 01 a nonzero valley

File 2 identifies the DDT group of compounds (DDE. DDD.
DDT) by their retention times relative to p,p'-DDE. which is
identified by ita absolute retention time. Quantitation is achieved
by external standardization.

File 3 identifies the technical Chlordane mixture (a mixture
containing some 15 compounds) on the basis of the relention times
of "Y·chlordene and a-chlordane relative to the retention times
of ,,·chlordene and -y-chlordane. -y·Chlordane is used as the
principal reference peak. These compounds were chosen because
of the ready availability of authentic standards and because they
form two doublets characteristic of technical Chlordane.
Quantitstion of the technical mixture is accomplished by
quantitation of the four compounds by external standardization.
The results are summed and multiplied by a convereion factor.
which is the reciprocal of the weight fraction of the four com·
pounds in the technical mixture. The product of this multi­
plication is the weight of technical Chlordane in the sample:

File 4 identifies toxaphene on the basis of the retention times
of ten peaks relative to two references. The toxaphene chzo..
mstogram is very similar to that of Strabane. and the techniques
used to deal with one are usually successful in dealing with the
other. Quantitation is accomplished by the construction of a
pattern quantitation method analogous to the one presented here
(vide infra).

It can be seen from Figure 3 that the inverted integration is
not exactly the same as relative valley intensity. but there is a
close similarity. The CDS-HIe is not equipped to make the
calculations necessary for true relative valley intensity, nor will
it report minima. The secondary integration will report minima,
but only when the chromatograms are presented to the integrator
in inverted form. In this mode. normal maxima are presented
as minima.

After treating the other compounds in the manner described
above. a standard solution of Strobane was chromatogrephed. Ita
peaks were processed through the routines for single peak
compounds (Tables I and II), and finally an area percent report
was obtained (Table III), Each table show> the mistaken
identification of one or more Strabane peaks for other compounds.
The identified peaks are those in Tables I and II which have
identification numbers printed in the column headed "PI{".
Twelve of the 28 peaks in Strohane exhibit no interferencee.
Eleven of the remaining peaks are identified in the toxaphene
file, File 4 (Table 11).

The relention times of the peaks in the Strabane chro"",togram
which were identified as other compounds of interest were noted.
These peaks were immediately excluded from consideration by
dropping their retention times from the dsts compilation. Their
area percents were summed. The sum is known in our n~
menclature as A% •• the total excluded area pareon!:

(1)

where i is the ith peak whose retention time (I,) is identified in
another me, and A%, is the area percent of the ith excluded peek.
The remaining peaks were aaaigned identification numben



where Wj is the weight assigned to the jth peak; WT is the total
weight of Strobane injected; and A/' is the normalized area
fractions of jth peak. Finally. the retention time of each peak
and its Assigned weight were entered into the data table of the
CDS·l11c. The integrator was instructed to calculate response
factors for each peak (Table IV). (A check on previous com·
putations can be made by noting the response factors. If they
ore not all very similar, previous computations contain errors. A
standard deviation of 6.70 X 10-.4 is routine for 12 factors.)

The construction of lhe file. as the analytical method is termed.
is completed by suppressin~ the integrations of the solvent front
and by forcing a baseline approximately 0.2 min before the end
of the program. These two commands assure uniform integration
at the be~inning and end of each chromatogram. The dat.a table
is completed by naming two reference peaks so that the remaining
peaks can be identified by retention times relative to the reference
peaks.

It is possible to use this method, in its present form, as a data
collection file, and chromatograph control file, because it has few
constraints placed on its data acquisition. It is important not
to usc this file as 0 subroutine to n highly constrained file. as much
useful data may be lost because of the restrictions placed on data
acquisition.

If the routine proposed here is used as a subroutine, it can be
improved by forcing a baseline (suppressing integration) in the
regions where no information useful to the file is to be obtained.
This has the additional effect of resetting the baseline (4); thus
the sequence of events at the integrator will now be:

I. Collect data in the data collection file.
2. Apply the routine from the data collection file.
3. Branch to other routines.
4. Close the loop to the data collection file.
The data collected for the secondary integration are treated

in exactly the same way as those obtained in the primary in·
tegration, i.e., they are normalized, and weights and response
factors for each peak are computed. using the methods and
assumptions reported above (Table V). The qualitative parameter
in this case is based on the retention time of the nonzero valley.

(2)

(4)

N= 0.01
1 - (0.01 A%E)
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Table I. StrobaDe Data Proceaaed through Cyclodlene Table II. Strobane Data Proceued
Pe.ticide File" through Toxaphene File

RRCK 1 VIRL 28 RRCK VIRL 28
V' 4 INJ. I Vt INJ I
FIL£ I ID' 28 FILE III' I"

PK t TIIf£ RR£R EXT. STD PI( J' TII1E ARER E.'iT. S TI,
P 2.55 23188 88 IP 2. ~5 23108 13. t'3
P 2.73 15368 .88 P ., 73 15388 l~O

P 2.97 64272 .80 P - 97 64272 l1(1

JP 3.69 218114 29. 43 P 3 ~8 2101/4 L1(l

P 4.39 314596 .08 2P 4 ..~8 3/45;10 248 26
P 4 $7 1728';·4 (toP 4.87 172864 .88 3P 5. 24 49387:.? 427. :7f8P 5.24 493872 .88
P 0 15 7~<(i164 liB4P 6.15 7313164 188.92 P 0 ::15 489680 t:1t:1P 6.85 489688 .88 p 7 -It1 640584 . fl(;

P 7.48 640584 .80 P 8 (;2 5/42JO 1)(1
P 8.02 514216 .88 5P 8 ~3 478552 43-1
P 8.63 478552 .88 P ;I ~18 5570';.-1 lif1
P 9.38 557864 . L'8 P 3 80 II 17488 Ol'

5P 9.88 1117488 160. 82 SP 10. S8 1334600 B1!:i oJ;:-

P 18.88 1334688 .08 P !I 88 148J432 (tl1
8P 11.99 1491432 262. 20 7P 13. t'~l 71564lf 469 45

P 13.83 715646 .00 8P 13 ;18 1453li84 :3 ..?f;. -:;,
P 13.99 1453864 66 P 15 18 238810'$ (1(1

P 15.19 2389168 .06 ;p JO. 84 57&864 352 ift
P 16.84 578864 .86 P 18. 74 2840$52 (Iff

P 18.74 2940852 .06 Il'P 2'-1 72 15511684 je:.., 72
P 28 72 1558664 .80 !IP 23 65 t=:58f132 427 44
P 2:3. 65 656632 .8t' P 25 7:< ':"$2902'" frO

7P 25. 73 2629924 584.21 12P :'<3 311 .J~<7:"::28 415 s:-
T :36. 6$ 1 (1464 (iOP 33. 30 437328 .86 T 39. (tl 947'2 Ol';fT 3S. SS 18464 .60 T 41 14 22496 l1tJ8T 39 01 9472 7. 70 TOTRL 220:.':(286'2 561.15 80T 41.14 22496 .80

TOTRL 22832962 1153. 28 SRIlP J (Jll0000
SCffLRR 1 (il}OL1l1'O

SRIfP I.OSS608
SCRLRR I.OaOBaO

Q Peaks of Strobane have been identified as: 3, Aldrin;
4, Heptachlor Epoxide; 5, Dieldrin; 6, Endrin; 7, Mirex;
8. Methoxychlor.

where 0.01 A%[ converts the percent to a decimal fraction. In
our symbolism, this normalization would appear:

j 0.01 1_ NA<f< - An (3)
A%111-(0.0IA%E) \ - °1- 1

(subscript)) corresponding to their position in the chromal<lgram.
These numbers correspond to the identification numbers in the
data table of the integrator. The area percent corresponding to
each remaining peak was converted into a nonnoJized area fraction
by multiplying by the normalization factor:

where A%j is the area percent of the jth peak and Ai' is the
normalized area fraction of the jth peak.

It was then necessary to make the twin asswnptions that each
peak was produced by only one compound and that each of these
compounds exhibited exacUy the same response to the detector
in use. Both of these assumptions are patently false, but useful
in this context, provided that chromatographic resolution remains
constanL Having made these two assumptions, the differences
in peak areas could only be attributed to different weights of the
hypothetical compounds.

These weights were computed (Table IV) and used to calibrate
the integrator in the familiar "external standard" mode. The
weight of the mixture attributable to each peak was computed
by multiplying the weight of Strabane injected by the normalized
area fraction (Aj") corresponding to each peak. Thus:



Table III. Strobane Data Procsaed through
Area Percent File

RRCK VIRL 28
INJ. 1

FIL£ 5 ID' 55

PK :/: nl1£ RR£R RR£R ;,
IP 2.55 23188 .16
2P 2.73 15368 .87
3P 2.87 54272 .28
4P 3.58 218114 .85
SP 4.38 314585 .43
6P 4.87 172854 .78
7P 5.24 483872 2.24
8P 5 IS 7313154 3.31
8P 5.85 4885813 2.22

111P 7.413 54135>34 2.9J
11P 8.B2 514215 2.33
12P 8.63 478552 2.17
13P 8 . .18 557854 2.53
14P 8.813 11174138 5. 137
15P llJ S8 133461113 5. 85
15P 11.88 1481432 5. 77
UP 13.(13 71S5413 3. 25
18P 13.88 1453af.4 6. 58
18P 15.18 2388158 113. 84
213P 15.84 5713864 2. 58
2IP 18.74 28413852 13 35
22P 213.72 15513654 7 134
23P 23.65 655£132 2. 88
24P 25. 73 25281324 II .83
25P 33. 311 437328 1 . 88
26T 36 66 10464 . liS
2?T 38. 131 9472 .134
28T 41. 14 22496 llJ

TOTRL 221332$62 88. 87

Table IV. Data Tabulation for Normal Strabane

response
factor

j Tt • min A% Ai" IVi> pg x 104

1 4.39 1.43 0.0362 21730 6.927610
2 4.87 0.78 0.0198 118.80 6.852210
3 5.24 2.24 0.0568 340.80 6.907050
4 8.02 2.33 0.0590 354.00 6.891850
5 8.63 2.17 0.0550 330.00 6.890580
6 10.68 6.06 0.1535 921.00 6.908290
7 13.03 3.25 0.0823 593.80 6.911720
8 13.99 6.59 0.1670 1002.00 6.899420
9 16.84 2.59 0.0656 393.60 6.905150

10 20.72 7.04 0.1788 1069.80 6.905110
11 23.65 2.98 0.0755 453.00 6.904240
12 33.30 1.98 0.0502 301.20 6.890250

0.9992 5995.20

Total injected: 5.0 /.L X 1200.00 pg/~L = 6000.00 PI
A%E= 60.53%
{O.Oll[l- (0.01 A%El)) = 2.5336 X 10·'

When the signal is inverted. the minimum of the nonzero valley
becomes the maximum of a new peak. Between peaks which are
resolved to the baseline (R " 2.5). there are several points at which
dy{dt = 0, thus the integrator can be forced to ignore them by
integration suppression (forced baseline).

It was found useful to reset the instrument baseline after each
peak by forcing a baseline for 0.01 min (the smallest available
division of the time basel at the beginning and end of each peak
(4). This technique allows better tracking of the negative baseline
aberration common to inverted Strabane and toxaphene. Fur­
thermore, the baseline of the secondary integrator bad to be offset
by +10 mV through the electrometer bucking potential. in order
to allow integration of all peaks. Failure to use this offset led
to consistent failure of the program because of the extrema
negative elcursions of the inverted peaks. This failura can be.
elplained on the basis of the aignal crossing below tha integrator
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Table V. Data Tabulatloo for "Inverted" Strobane

j Tr,min
f'elponae

AI' WJopg ractor

1 1.05 0.0029 17.40 9.7698
2 1.21 0.0064 38.40 9.9010
3 1.30 0.0063 37.80 9.8032
4 1.40 0.0162 97.20 9.8779
5 1.62 0.0145 87.00 9.8316
6 2.03 0.0279 167.40 9.8620
7 2.28 0.0187 112.20 9.8359
8 2.42 0.0191 114.60 9.8425
9 2.76 0.0476 286.60 11.2788"

10 3.36 0.0430 258.00 9.8446
11 4.01 0.0271 162.60 9.8644
12 4.61 0.0090 54.00 9.9003
13 4.94 0.0024 14.40 9.8482
14 5.57 0.0118 70.80 9.8287
15 22.64 0.0848 508.80 9.8566
16 24.09 0.0298 178.80 9.8649
17 31.63 0.3662 2137.2 9.8521
18 36.07 0.1351 810.60 9.8492
19 38.54 0.0791 474.60 9.8553
20 40.25 0.0392 235.20 9.8618
21 44.41 0.0275 165.00 9.8552

• IV, ~ 6000.00 pg. No areas excluded in this
tabulation.

reference voltage. It is interesting to note that the baseline reset,
noted above, suppressed the integration of many of the peaks
which otherwise might have interfered with the program (8).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Until recently. the entire emphasis of data acquisition from

chromatographic separations has been 00 complete resolution
of all peaks and subsequent identification by any available
means. Many efforts have beeo made to deconvolute fused
or partially fused peaks so that their retention times or
volumes could be determined (9-11).

Many of these techniques are theoretically applicable to
the analysis of gas chromatographic data. The drawbacks
associated with the use of these techniques are that often
complex and costly equipment is required and the operators
usually must be highly trained. The algorithm suggested here
can be used by relatively inexperienced persons and requires
a smaller initial investment. An additional advantage is ita
ability to deal with convoluted data. Like other more s0­

phisticated techniques. it can be adapted to any pattern which
can be described as a function of time. Among the con­
templated applications are the interpretation of spectra of
mixtures in which one or more components are sought. and
for which standards are available. the analysis of thermograms
of mixtures. and pyrograms of mixed polymers. In these
qualitative analyses. it has been found useful to conflrDl the
original identification by means of a complementary pattern.
This complementary pattern can be obtained by the electronic
inversion of sets of data in which nonzero valleys occur. The
loci of nonzero valleys will become the loci of peaks in the
complementary pattern. Distinction between toxaphene and
Strobane. whose chromatograms are very similar. has been
facilitated through the use of this technique which provides
an objective method for the treatment of baseline aberration
inherent in the chromatogram of the mixture.

Quantitation. in the cases where the algorithm has been
applied. is demonstrably good (Table VI). It has been found
that a well·constructed. properly standardized file gives
quantitative errors of :0.1% or less and that errors of :1:0.04%
are routine. Considering the fact that these analyses ara
performed at the nanogram level. these techniques represent
an improvement upon the existing technology.

The conclusions available from this study are. inter alia,
that any set of data which contains a recognizable and reo
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Table VI, Recomputation of Strobane througb
Normal Strobane File

RRCK 1 VIRL 28
VI 1 INJ. 1
FIL£ 5 ID' 9

PK t TIn£ RR£R tXT. 5 TIl
P 3.69 218114 .88

IP 4.39 314596 217. 94
2P 4.87 172864 118. 45
3P 5.24 493872 341. 12

P 6.15 738164 .99
P 6.95 489681l .09
P 7.49 648584 .t10

4P 8.82 514216 354 .$9
5P 8.63 478552 329. 75

P 9.38 557864 .1111
P 9.88 111 74118 90

6P 10.68 1334600 921. 88
P 11.99 1481432 . t19

7P 13.03 715641l 494. 63
SP 13.89 14531164 11>02. 53

P 15 18 2389168 . 90
8P 16.84 578864 384. 19

P 18.74 2840852 90
18P 20.72 1550664 1070. 75
l1P 23.65 6560n 452. 94

P 25.73 26281124 . (111
12P 33.30 437328 301 . 33

TpTRL 21887782 60110. 00

SRIIP 1.000(lOIl
SCRLRR 1.1101111811

producible pattern of voltages as a function of time can be
isolated in whole or in part from a larger set of data. The
isolated portions of the pattern can be used to provide a basis
for identification and quantitation of 8 compound or a mixture
in the presence of other compounds or mixtures whose spectra.
chromatograms, pyrogratnS, or thermograms are not com·

pletely and mutually resolved. Baseline aberrations. if they
are an integral part of the data and not instrumental artifacts.
can be used as additional patterns or sub-patterns. A pattern
can be inverted to give a complementary pattern. which can
then be used qualitatively and quantitatively. Furthermore.
if the analysis is concerned with the quantitation of a mixture,
the compounds of the mixture need not be identified and some
interferences can be tolerated. The techniques described have
been successfully applied to the analysis of pesticide residues
in water I tissue. and soil, as well as to the analysis of solvent
residues in oilseed meals and packaging materials. The
methods are suitable for inclusion in larger data processing
packages and, when this is done, the calculations presented
here can be made to take place automaticaily.
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Computerized Pattern Recognition for Classification of Organic
Compounds from Voltammetric Data

D. R. Burgard' and S, P. Perone·

PurrJlJ8 Vnlvers/ty. Department 01 Chemistry. West LBlayette. Indiana 47907

Pattern recognition techniques have been used to characterize
the electrochemical data obtained trom electroactlve organic
compounds. The stucles Included compol.l1ds belonging to lour
dillerent electroactlve group/skeleton combinations, Peak
potenllals, leatures derived Irom scan rate dependence, and
curve shape leatures were all used lor characterization 01 the
compounds. The studies indicated that dIIIerences In the peak
potentials and curve shapes were the most uselul lor clas­
sification 01 the dillerent compounds,

Electroanalytical techniques are not normally considered
very useful tools for qualitative identification. This is due
to the lack of specificity in the polarographic halfwave or

1Present address, Procter & Gamble Company. Miami Valley
Laboratories. P.O. Box 39175. Cincinnsti, Ohio 45257.

voltammetric peak potentials, t.he complex dependence of the
current on many variables, and the fact that. systematic studies
to characterize B large number of systems under similar
conditions have not been performed. The purpose of this work
was to see if the application of pattern recognition and visual
cluster analysis methods could identify information indicative
of the electroactive group, the skeleton, or both. contained
in voltammetric data from electroactive organic compounds.

Functional groups commonly found in organic compounds
that are highly polar or unsaturated are often reducible at a
mercury electrode. Some of these functional groups are: azo,
carbonyl, cyano, nitro, nilroso. unsaturated carbon-carbon
bonds, and carbon-halogen bonds. Reductions of these groups
are generally irreversible electrochemically (k, is small) and
chemically. They often proceed by multiple step mechanisms
involving the formation of short-lived intermediates.

Systematic studies of reduction mechanisms (I, 2) and shifts
in polarographic halfwave potentials (3) with changes in

0003-2700178/0350-'368$0'.00/0 II:> 1978 American Chomlcal Society
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(l)

Table II. Experimental Conditiolll for Set of Six
Slaircase Voltammograma Obtained for Eacb Compound

croburet-type hanging mercury drop working electrode (Metrohm
E410), a coiled platinum wire counter electrode, and a saturated
calomel reference electrode with a Luggin capillary.

The computer used for instrumental control and data ac­
quisition was a Hewlett·Packard 2115A with 8K words of core
memory. Peripherals included s general purpooe interface, paper
tape resder and punch, a Teletype, and s Tektronix 601 storage
display monitor. Data acquisition and control subroutines were
written in Hewlett·Packard assembly language and ca1led by main
programs written in BASIC.

The computer system used for the dsta analyses is described
elsewhere (9).

Data Acquisition. Prior to data acquisition, all80lutions were
deoxygensted with high purity nitrogen. Oxygen traces wera
removed by passing the nitrogen througb two gas washing bottles
containing chromous chloride and zinc amalgam (10). All solutions
were deaerated a minimum of 15 min and then blanketed by the
same stream of nitrogen.

Each compound was characterized by a set of six C)-clic stain:ase
voltsmmograms that covered a range from 200 mV anodic to 260
mV cathodic of the peak potential. The voltammograms were
obtained by sampling twice on each step for three different scan
rates (Table 11). The step size was 3.64 mV for each scan rate.
The scan rates were chosen to cover a wide range of experimental
conditions. The starting potential for each scan was found by
a preliminary scan from 0 to -1.8 V vs. SCE to locate tho peak
potential. The step size was 14.6 mV for the preliminary acans.

To obtain tho optimum voltammograms under each set of
experimental conditions, the working electrode size end/or tha

Table L Compounda Voed in These Studies

compound clau
reference no. name auipment

1 nitrobenzene
2 p·nitroaniline
3 p·nitroacetophenone

(firat peak)
p·nitrophenol
m·nitrobenzaldehyde

(first peak)
6 m·nitrotoluene 1
7 p·nitrotoluene 1
8 o·nitrotoluene 1
9 o·nitroanisole 1

10 p·chloronitrobenzene 1
11 benzaldehyde 2
12 p·hydroxybenzaldehyde 2
13 p-anisaldehyde 2
14 m·tolualdehyde 2
15 p-loluaJdehyde 2
16 o-tolualdehyde 2
17 p-chlorobenzaldehyde 2
18 o·chlorobenzaldehyde 2
19 nitromethane 3
20 nitroethane 3
21 sec-nitropropane 3
22 3·nitro·2·pentanol 3
23 nitrocyclohexane 3
24 acetophenone 4
25 benzophenone 5
26 isobutyrophenone 4
27 m-nitrobenzaldehyde 2

(second peak)
28 propiophenone 4
29 n-butyrophenone 4
30 o-methoxyacetophenone 4

0.7,0.3
0.7,0.3
0.7,0.3

(1) 2678
(2) 695
(3) 347

scan rate, mY!s

substituents have determined that the reduction mechanism
depends on the compound skeleton, the position and type of
substituen18 on the skeleton, and the experimental conditio"s,
as well as the electroactive group. Since the electroactive form
may be a function of pH, and hydronium ions may be involved
in the reduction process, it is necessary to buffer solutions.
Similar mechanisms and values of an (a is the electrochemical
transfer coefficient and n is the number of electrons trans­
ferred in the rate determining step) can be expected for
compounds with the same skeleton and electroactive group
under the same experimentel conditions. Unfortunately,
deviations often result, depending on the position and type
of substituents. The studies mentioned above (1, 3), have
identified groups of structurally similar compounds and the
experimental conditions where the mechanisms and the values
of an are reasonably constant. This information was used to
define the compounds and experimental conditions used in
the studies reported here. Steircase voltemmetry (SCV) was
chosen as the electroanalytical technique to be used here.

Staircase Voltemmetry. Steircase voltemmetry is similar
to stationary electrode polarography. Rather than a linear
voltage ramp, the applied waveform is a staircase. The current
is sampled at time 1m after each step. The effective scan rate
is determined by the size (ilE) and the length (r) of each step.
The sampling parameter, cr', as defined by Equation I, is
usually used when referring to the time delay (1 m) after each
step before the current is sampled.

a' = 1- ~
r

EXPERIMENTAL
Reagents and Solutions. The previously mentioned studies

(1-3) were used ss a guide for the choice of the compounds to
be used. The compounds were chosen to represent the four
skeletonJelectroactive group combinations: aromatic-nitro,
aliphatic-nitro, aromatic-aldehyde. and aromatic-aliphatic­
ketone. The one exception was benzophenone which belongs to
s separate c1sss but was included because of svailability and for
comparison with the two other carbonyl classes. The 30 com·
pounds used are listed in T.ble I.

The solvent system consisted of a pH 7.1 buffer in 30%
ethanol/70% distilled-deionized water. This Mcllvsine type
buffer con18ined 0.165 M Ns,HPO. and 0.Ql8 M citric acid (7).
The supporting electrolyte was 0.5 M KC\. All the chemicals in
the solvent system were reagent grade.

Stock solutions. 0.002 M. for each compound were msde from
fresh bottles of high purity chemicals. The chemicals were used
as obtained from the manufacturer. Further dilutions of the stock
solutions were made as required.

Instrumentetlon. The staircase voltsmmograms were secured
using a general purpose electrochemical instrument with com·
puterized data acquisition and control (8). The computer was
programmed to generate the staircase waveform that was applied
to the cell through the internal digital·to-analog converter and·
the general purpose potentiostat. The cell consisted of a mi·

a' is zero when sampling at the end of each step, and a'
approaches unity when sampling is near the beginning of each
step. SCV theory (4, 5) for reversible and irreversible processes
points out the dramatic effect of a' on peak shape. Because
existing SCV theory assumes that the electrode process is
uncomplicated, direct interpretation of voltemmetric date for
the organic compounds used in these studies is questionable.
However, the same general experimental correlations should
be observed, and it is expected that different electrode
processes should exhibit different dependencies on ci and scan
rate, as predicted for linear sweep voltammetry (6). Staircase
voltammetry is the method of choice here because it is directly
computer compatible and charging current contributions are
minimized, while the dynamics of the electrode process can
be renected in the voltemmetric behavior by varying a'.
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Table m Cune Shape Featwea De(jned by
Sybraadt aDd Perone (11)

feature no. feature definition

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Two of the compounds included in the dale set conleined

multiple electroactive groups. These were p-nitroaceto­
phenone and m-nitrobenzaldehyde. Since the peak for the
reduction of the keto group in p-nitroacetophenone was so
cathodic that it appeared as a shoulder on the solvent reo
duction, only the peak for the nitro group was included in the
data set. Both of the peaks for m-nitrobenza1debyde were in

sample concentrations were adjusted. The voltarnmograms saved
for analysis were the average of 10 scans with 8 new drop being
used for each scan. Care was taken to reproduce the drop size
as precisely as possible for each scan. The raw voltammograms
were punched on paper tape for transfer to the other computer
system for analysis.

. Feature Definition and Extraction. Traditionally. elee·
trochemicalsystems have been characterized by Quantities such
as the peak potential, changes in the peak potential that result
from changes in scan rate, and the peak current or changes in
the peak current (6). Each of these were used to characterize the
systems studied here.

Several of the voltammetric features related to curve shape
defmed by Sybrandt and Perone (11) were calculated, autoscaled,
and tested for their ability to discriminste between the four classes
of compounds. The features tested were peak areas, potential
differences, and ratios of potential differences. They are defined
in Table III.

Thomas and Perone (12, 13) have shown that the coefficients
obtained from the discrete Fourier Transform of voltammetric
curves are useful for curve shape analysis. This approach was
also used to define shape features. Three preprocessing steps are
required when thiB approach is used: Each curve is normalized
to the peak maximum to remove differences in absolute mag·
nitudes. This results in a range of current values from 0 to 1.0
for each curve. To avoid introducing extraneous shape information
into the transform, each curve must have the same peak location.
This is accomplished by shifting the curve so that its peak
maximum iB at data point 54, for those curves whose maximum
did not originally occur there. Finally, each curve is rotated and
traoslated prior to transforming to retain the most fidelity in the
transform (14). The discrete Fourier Transform is then calculated
and the autosealed Fourier Coefficients (12, 13) are used as
features.

nale Analysis Technlquea, The interactive feature selection
approach described by Pichler and Perone (15) was used to
identify good' feature combinations. This consisted of a one·
dimensional k-nearest neighbor (kNN) analysis followed by
multidimensional kNN analyses of all possible combinations of
the best features that were identified by the one·dimensional
analysis. Feature space plots and nonlinear mappings (16) of the
best combinatioos were used to verify clustering of the different
classes. For all kNN analyses, k = 1 was used.

Q-type principal compouents analyses using correlation about
the mean (Rm) as the dispersion matrix were also used (17). This
type of analysis identifies compounds with similar patterns of
variation in their features. Interpretation of the results was based
on a comparison of the factor loadings for each compound. Similar
compounds were identified by similar loadings.

O.SO.6 0.70.8 0.91.0 1.11.1 1.31.4 I.SI.6 1.71.8

V«..TS

Figure 1. Histogram display of the peak potentials for the curves
obtained at 695 mVIs, a' = 0.3 for each compound. The numbers
reI", to the classes dellned In Table 1

a usable range and were included in the data set. These
compounds were included in the data set for comparison to
compounds containing only one of the electroactive groups.
It was expected that there would be distortion of the second
peak by the leil of the first in m-nitrobenzaldehyde. Ben­
zophenone did not fall into any of the electroactive group/
skelton combinations, but was included in the dale set for
comparison with classes 2 and 4 which contain carbonyl
functional groups.

A preliminary visual inspection of the reproduced volt­
ammograms was used to identify any obvious differences in
the curves. Two obvious deviations from the normally ex·
pected shapes were apparent. Five of the compounds (3, 5,
6,7, and 10 in Table I) that belonged tu the aromatic-nitro
group had one or two small shoulders imposed on the main
peak in the voltammograms obtaincd at the slowest scan rate.
The extraneous shoulders were probably related to either
reactant or product adsorption. Data analysis was based on
the main peak. Also, several of the compounds that belonged
to the aromatic-aliphatic-ketone class had reduction po­
tentials so cathodic that the solvent reduction was observed
in the latter portion of the curve. This was kept in mind when
curve shape features were defined.

Three basically different approaches were used to char­
acterize the compounds. They were: (a) comparison of peak
potentials, (b) analyses designed to identify systematic dif­
ferences that resulted from changes in the scan rate, and (c)
analyses of features believed to be representative of curve
shape. Since no peaks were observed in the reverse scan of
each voltammogram, only the forward scan was used for
calculation of features.

Comparison of Peak Potentials, Since the voltammetric
peak potential depends not only on the electroactive group
but also on the skeleton and the position and type of sub·
stituents on the skeleton, considerable overlap in the peak
potentials for compounds belonging to different classes could
exist. To evaluate the discriminatory power of the peak
potential for this particular data set, one·dimensional kNN
analysis was performed.

The peak potential, in volts, for the curve obtained at 695
mV/s and a' = 0.3 for each compound was included in the
analysis. One hundred percent predictive accuracy was
obtained for the prediction of whether the electroactive group
was either nitro or carbonyl. When the compounds were
classed according to their electroactive group/skeleton
combination, 93.1 % predictive accuracy was obtained. The
aromatic-nitro and the aliphatic groups were completely
~esolved. Benzophenone appeared more similar to the aro·
matic-aldehydes than to the aromatic-aliphatic-ketones.
Figure 1 is a histogram display of the distribution of the E p

values for all the compounds in the data set (listed according
to class).

·••·2 2

I
1
1 I

Ep - E (0.75 ip)
E p - E (0.5 'p)
Ep - E (0.25 ip )

feature 2/feature 3
feature 2/feature 1
feature 3/feature 1
Area under curve between data

points 44-64
A 49-69
A 34-54
A 44-54
A 34-74

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8
9

10
11
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Table IV. Peak Potential Difference Features

feature no. definitionC

Table V. Loadingo on the Fint Two Facton ReouItini
from the Principal Componenta Analysia of tha Six
Peak Potentiala for Each Compound

a Ratio features No. 24, 27, 53 (18).

Table VI. Clusification Accuracy lor Fourier
Coefficient Ratio Features"

The last set of analyses of systematic differences that
resulted from a change in scan rate involved the ratios of
Fourier coefficients obtained from the voltammograrns at
different scan rates. This type of feature would be indicative
of changes in curve shapes with scan rate. Such changes
should be different with different mechanisms of reduction.

The ratios were formed from the coefficients obtained from
the discrete Fourier Transform of the portion of the curve
between data points 11 and 74. This portion of the curve was
chosen because it contained the least amount of extraneous
information, as discussed in later sections. There were six
ratios derived from each of the fIrSt 50 coefficients. Tbe six
ratios for each coefficient were the ratio of the value of that
coefficient for each curve obtained at each scan rate to the
values of that coefficient for each curve obtained at a different
scan rate. One-, two-, and three-dimensional kNN analyses
were performed. The classification accuracies for the best
combination of features are shown in Table VI. As shown
in Figure 2, there is some clustering of the members of each
class. The obvious outliers were compounds 3, 6, 7, 13, 26,
and 27. Most of the class 1 compounds that show significant
scatter were those that had multiple peaks in the voltam­
mograms obtained at the slowest scan rate.

The clustering of the different classes was better for these
features than for those previously defined and tested.
However, because there is a significant amount of scatter in

factor 1 factor 2

0.13
0.37

-0.3
0.92
0.91
0.88
0.45
0.27

-0.2
0.97
0.07
o
0_15
0.68
0.36
0.74
0.23

-0.1
-0.1

0.18
0.11
0.20
0.09
0.27
0.93
0.33
0.85

-0.2
-0.1

0.04

60.0%
77.8%
80.0%
66.7%
70.0%

loadinp

0.99
0.92
0.96
0.37

-0.4
-0.5·
-0.9

0.96
0.98

-0.2
0.99
0.99
0.99
0.73
0.90
0.66
0.96
0_99
0.99
0.98
0.98
0_97
0.99
0.95
0.32
0.92
0.50
0.98
0.99
1.0

class 1
class 2
class 3
class 4
overall

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

compound
reference no.

1 EPl - EP1
2 Epl-Ep1
3 Epl-Ep,

C E p1 refers to the peak potential for the curve obtained
at scan rate i (Table II).

It should be emphasized here that, although peak potential
alone is sufficient to classify the compounds in this particular
data set with high accuracy, this is an usual situation. That
is, Figure I shows that nearly the entire working potential
range of a mercury electrode is spanned by the E. values of
these four classes. Not only is it fortuitous that the E. values
do not overlap much, but the addition of other classes would
necessarily result in overlapped E. values. Thus, although
it is certainly important to utilize Ep values for classification
purposes, it is essential that additional class information be
provided from the voltammetric behavior. Therefore the
classification studies reported below utilizing waveshape and
other information were necessary to develop a generally useful
method.

Analyses of Features Derived from Scan Rate De­
pendence. Uncomplicated, irreversible electrochemical
systems are often characterized by changes in the peak po­
tential with changes in the scan rate. Even though the systems
here may not be completely activation controlled, and the
reduction mechanism or its effect on the peak ~otential may
not be known, it is expected that compounds with similar
electrode processes might show similar scan rate dependence.
Thus, the shift in the peak potential with change in scan rate
may be indicative of each class of compounds.

Since the peak potential for the two voltammograms ob­
tained at each scan rate for each compound were essentially
identical, only the potential for the voltammogra.n obtained
for cr' = 0.3 was used in calculation of potential difference
features for the three scan rates (Table IV). One-, two-, and
three-dimensional kNN analyses of the potential difference
features were performed. The results were generally not very
good, with the best result being 60% classification accuracy.

For comparison, a Q-type principal components analysis
(17), using correlation about the mean (Rm) as the dispersion
matrix, was performed. The six peak potentials obtained from
the set of six voltammograms for each compound were used
as features. This type of analysis should identify systematic
differences that result from changes in the scan rate. As
evidenced by the loadings on the first two factors obtained
from the analysis (Table V), most of the compounds had high
loadings on factor number 1, indicating a similar scan rate
dependence. Compounds 4, 5, 6, 10, 16,25, and 27, all had
high loadings on factor 2 indicating that they had similar scan
rate dependence but were different from the others. Ap­
parently, the range of scan rates was not large enough to make
any class differences obvious, or the peak potentials for these
compounds do not exhibit much scan rate dependence.

Changes in the peak current with changes in scan rate may
also be characteristic of the mechanism of reduction for the
compounds. To identify any systematic differences, a Q-type
principal components analysis (Rm as the dispersion matrix)
was performed, using the six values of i.ICA for each com­
pound, where A is the electrode area and C is the sample
concentration. The results again suggested that all com­
pounds, except for m-tolualdehyde, were very similar in their
scan rate dependence. Apparently, under the conditions used
here, there i. no dependence of the peak current on the scan
rate that can be used to distinguish between the different
classes of compounds.
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Table VlJ. kNN Classification Results for VolLammetric
Shape Features 7. 8. and t 1 (Table III)

all compounds included

c1~ss classification accur~cy, %

optimized data set (Coml>ouncls a, 1H,
23,25,27 removed)

all compounds included (except no. 25)

Table VIII. kNN Classification Results for Fourier
Coefficient Features

optimized data set (compounds 3, 6,
10, 18,23, 25, 27 removed)

set,. The first set included all the compounds (except
henzophcnone), while the obviouR outliers were removed from
this data set for the second analysis. The results are shown
in Table VII. illustrating that re;"oval of the outliers greatly
improves the classification accuracy.

The next set of features to be analyzed was the Fourier
coefficients obtained from the discrete Fourier Transform of
the voltammetric curves. It was found that the portion of the
curve between data points 11 and 74 yielded the coefficients
with the better discriminatory power, ba~ed on one-, two-, and
three-dimensional kNN analyses. (1\0 information after data
point 74 was reliable since the solvent reduction began to
appear at that point in some of the class 4 curves.) Several
3·dimensional combinations of Fourier coefficients 4, 5, 7, 25,
36, and 41 provided overall classification accuracy between
71.7 and 73.4% (I8). Inspection of the nonlinear maps for
these combinations indicated that, again, there was a con­
siderable amount of scatter in the class clusters when all the
curves were included.

Further comparisons were made by dividing the data set
into the three scan rate groups used earlier. The best results
were for the curves obtained at 695 mVIs. kNN analyses were
then performed on a data set consisting of one curve (695
mV/s, (l' = 0.:1) for each compound (except benzophenone)
and a data set with the obvious outliers removed. The results
fur the best combination of features (coefficients 4, 5, 36) are
summarized in Table VIII.

The type of classification deviations seen with the Fourier
coefficients was similar to those observed with the vultam­
metric features. For example. the class 2 compounds all
showed significant differences in the shapes of the two curves
obtained at the fastest scan rate. Many of the same outliers

~~
~

0 ', ",

FIgure 2. (s) Nonlinear map of Fourier coefficient ralio features 23,
39, and 59 (18). All compounds are Included. The numbers refer to
the classes defined in Table I. Overall kNN classification accuracy was
67 % tor this fealure set. (b) Expanded scale for the main cluster in
Figure 2a

~@. .'••

, ,

F~Ufe 3. Nonlinear map 01 vohammetric shape features 7. 8. and 11
(Table III) ,'" the C\JIV8S obtained at 695 mV!s ,'" an compounds. The
numbers refer to the classes defined in Table I

the class 1 compounds. the reported kNN classification ac­
curacies are not as good as the visual clustering would suggest.
That is. the clustering of classes 2. 3, and 4 is a strong in­
dication that reproducible differences actually do exist be­
tween the different classes.

Analyses of Curve Shapes. The first set of shape features
to be tested were the voltammetric features defined by Tahle
III. The data set was divided into three groups according to

scan rate. Features 7. 8. and 11 (Table 1II) were found to give
the best classification for each set. The best clustering oc­
curred for the curves taken at 695 mV/s (Figure 3). The
obvious outliers are compounds 3.18,23,27. In most cases
the nearest neighbors are the two curves obtained at 0" = 0.7
and a' ;;:; 0.3 for each compound. Thus, to obtain a r~8listic

estimate of the classification accuracy, kNN analyses were
performed using only the curve obtained at 695 mV/s and (l'

= 0.3 for each compound. Analyses were done on two data

3
·1

overall

3
4

overall

class

3
4

overall

1
2
3
4

overall

70.0
66.7
·10.0
:>0.0
63.3

88.9
85.8
50.0
80.0
80.0

classification accuracy, %

50.0
4·1.5
40.0
66.7
50.0

71.4
57.1
50.0
80.0
65.2



were identified by both sets of features.

CONCLUSIONS
While the analysis of peak potentials yielded the most

accurau. classification results for the data set used here, these
are not generally reliable, and other features must be con·
sidered. Curve shape features were very useful for classifi­
cation of the voltammograms obtained here. Both the
voltammetric features and the Fourier coefficients appeared
to contain similar class information and were reasonably good
features. Classification based on scan rate dependence of
Fourier coefficients was also significant.

The fact that the best class clusters were obtained for the
curves taken at 695 mV/s indicates that a scan rate in this
range may provide the most reliable information. At this scan
rate, and the cI values used, data were obtained with negligible
charging current contributions. Since some of the curves taken
at n' = 0.7 for the fastest scan rate had different shapes from
those taken at a' =0.3, charging current mny have been a
contributing factor. Problems with extraneous shoulders on
the main peaks obtained at slow scan rates for some com·
pounds were mentioned earlier. These deviations observed
at Ihe fastest and slowest scan rates were partially the cause
for errors in classification based on scan rate dependence.

The results indicate that benzophenone (No. 25) probably
belongs to a different class of compounds than the four that
were represenled in the data set. The peak for the reduction
of the carbonyl group in m-nitrobenzaldehyde (No. 27) was
obviously distorted by the tail of the first reduction peak. The
reasons for the other outliers are not obviou';. They are
probably different because of a change in the reduction
mechanism, a change in the value of an, or complications such
as adsorption.

Considering the limited data set used, the results obtained
here were very encouraging. It does appear tbat functional
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group and some structural information can be identified in
voltammetric waveforma by the application of empirical
pattern recognition methods. Thus, furtber studies are
warranted. utilizing a more extensive data b.... This study
has provided a basis for further work by identifying useful
data acquisition conditions. anaI}'llis approach... and features.
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Optoacoustic Spectrometry in the Near-Infrared Region

M. J. Adams,· B. C. Beadle. and G. F. Klrkbrlght

Chemistry Depart_nt. Imperia/ College 01 Science and Technology. London S.W.7.. U.K.

A slngle-beam optoacoustic speelrometer Is described lor
operation In the near-Inlrared speelra' region. Correellon lor
variations In Source emission IntensRy wRh wavelength Is
achieved sequentially wRh the aid of a dlgRal scan recorder.
The Instrument has been employed lor the examination 01 the
absorption bands observed Irom a varIety 01 sample types.

In recent years there has been considerable interest in the
optoacoustic effect and its applications for analysis in op­
toacoustic spectrometry (OAS) for the study of the ultraviolet
and visible absorption spectra of solid and solution samples.
Several OAS spectrometers have been described in the lit·
erature for studies in this spectral region (1-3). OAS monitors
the beating effect produced by the absorption of electro­
magnetic radiation and the corresponding rise in pressure of
a filler gas contained with the sample in a sealed cell of
constant volume. The periodic pressure variations within the
cell. achieved by modulation of the incident radiation. are
measured with the aid of a sensitive microphone. Several
advantages of tbe technique over conventional opticai

transmission and reflectance spectrometric methods of anaI}'llis
have been proposed. including tbe ability to examine a wide
variety of sample types and optically opaque materials.
Rosencwaig has reported the use of OAS in studies of inolpnic
(4) and biocbemical (5) samples, and Adams et al. (6) have
recently employed the tccbnique as a calorimetric method for
the determination of ab.olute fluore.cence quantum effi­
ciencies.

As a pressure transducer is employed to monitor indirectly
the periodic temperature changes occurring within a sample
following the absorption of radiation, no photometric detector
is required and. provided the incident radiation is of aufficient
power to produce a measurable signal. the optoacoustic effect
may be employed in any spectral region. To date. the majority
of the studies undertaken with condensed phase aamples have
been concerned with the ultraviolet·visible region. Adams et
aI. (1). however. have recently described a double-beam
optoacoustic spectrometer employing a high-pressure xenon
arc continuum source capable of operation within the spectral
range. 250 nm to 2.5 I'm. Unfortunately. rare-gas continuum
sources exhibit intense line emission in the near·infrared. thus
making difficult the correction of spectra for the variation in
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Figur. 1. Tho optoacoustic cell

source emission intensity with wavelength.
Absorption bands observed in the near-infrared spectral

region, 0.75 to 2.5 jlm may usually be attributed to low-energy
electronic transitions or the harmonics (overtones) and
combinations of fundamental vibrational modes observed in
the molecular species examined. The overtone bands arise
from the anharmonicity of the molecular vibrations and
combination bands are observed in polyatomic species due
to interactions between functional group vibrations. The
overtone vibrational frequencies most commonly examined
in the near-infrared region are hydrogenic systems, particularly
those of -CH and -OH.

This paper reports the use of a single-beam optoacoustic
spectrometer in the near-infrared spectral region; 8 tungsten
filament source is employed and sequential correction of
spectra for variation in source emission intensity with
wavelength is undertaken with the aid of a digital storage
scan·recorder. The application of this spectrometer to the
study of a variety of sample types is described.

EXPERIMENTAL
Apparatus. The source employed is a 250·W Quartz-halogen,

tungsten·filament bulb (Type Al/233, Wotan Lamps Ltd., London,
U.K.) operated at 25 VIdc. The radiation from the source is
focused, using 8 concave, fronl-surfaced mirror. through 8 variable
speed rotating sector mounted at the entrance slit of a 114
monochromator. The optical system employed has been described
previously (2), Studies in the neac-infrared region were un­
dertaken with a plane (300 lines mm-', 50 mm X 50 mm) grating,
blazed at 2.0 11m and with fixed, 2.5-mm wide, entrance and exit
slits. This arrangement provided for 8 reciprocal linear dispersion
at the exit slit of 12 nm (0.012 jlm) mm-'. To prevent overlapping
spectral orders of diffraction being transmitted to the optoacoustic
cell, low·wavelength cut-off filters were positioned at the exit slit
of the monochromator. The spectral transmission range of the
two filtenl employed was O.lH.5"m and 1.5-2.7 "m. The radiation
from the exit slit of the monochromator was focused into the
optoacoustic cell by means of a concave mirror.

The optoacoustic cell employed is shown in Figure 1 and is
similar to that described by McClelland and Knisely (7). The
cell was constructed from aluminum with a 2O-mm diameter silica
entrance window. A type 4166 capacitor microphone (Bruel and
Kjaer Ltd., Hounslow, U.K.) was employed as the pressure
transducer. The polariZlltion voltage (240 V) and preamplifier
voltage (25 V) for the microphone were supplied from a dry-battery
source. Samples were placed in highly polished aluminum cups
(l6-mm i.d., 3-5 mm deep) and sealed within the cell by means
of four locking·nuts.

The optoacoustic signal at the microphone transducer was led
directly to a lock-in amplifier (model 166, Princeton Applied

!
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Flgw' 2. The near-lnlrared optoacoustic spec1ra of (-) hoIr'rOum oxide
and (---) dysprosium oxide

Research Corp., Princeton, N.J.); the reference signal was derived
from the rotating sector. The output from the lock-in amplifier
was led to a digital scan-recorder system (Model 4101, PAR Corp.,
Princeton, N.J.), This recorder was employed in the twcrchannel
mode t.o store the reference (lamp emission) spectrum and a
sample spectrum. Spectral correction was achieved with the aid
of the internal fatiomet.er Wlit. The corrected optoacoustic spectra
were displayed on 8 conventional potentiometric chart rceorrler.
All the optoacoustic spectra reported w.ere obtained with 8

wavelength scan-rate of 300 om min-I and an amplifier time
constant of 1 s.

Reagents. The rare-earth oxides were obtained as high purity.
fine powders (Johnson Matthey Ltd., London, U.K.). Type 60
silica gel, TLC grade, was employed for the -OH studies (Merck.
Darmstadt, Germany). The n-hex.one and benzene mixtures were
prepared with laboratory grade reagents and the crude oil samples
were supplied by Shell Research Ltd. (Thornton, U.K).

Procedure. The source emission spectrum (reference) was
obtained by recording the OAS spectrum of a silica plate coated
with carbon black; the blackbody absorption characteristics of
this sample were confirmed by comparison of the spectrum with
the source emission spectrum obtained v.ith a calorimeter detector
as described previously for ultraviolet-visible studies (8).

Samples were examined by placing the powder (ca. 100 mg)
or solution (ca. 100 ~L) into the aJumimum So1rnple cup and sealing
this into the optoacoustic cell.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Low Energy Electronic Transitions. Electronic tran­

sitions in molecular specic~ characteristically occur in the
ultraviolet-visible region of the spectrum. Howevert many
inorganic compounds exhibit low-energy transitions which may
be examined by their near-infrartod absorption spectra. Figure
2 shows the absorption spectra of two rare-earth oxides in the
I to 2.7 jlm spectral region. As with the UV-visible spectra
of these materials, the electronic transitions are observed as
intense, narrow absorption bands due to the shielding of the
4f electrons (9). The rare-earth oxides absorption bands are
well defined and may be employed for wavelength calibration
of the spectrometer.

-OR Absorption Bands. The fundamental oxygen­
hydrogen vibrations of a nonbonded hydroxyl group (water)
occur at ca. 2.7 to 2.8 jlm and the first overtone at ca. 1.4 jlm;
the combination band is observed at 1.9 jlm. For bonded
hydroxyl groups, the first overtone is apparent also at 1.4 jlm
but the combination band occurs at 2.2 jlm. Thus, near­
infrared absorption studies may be employed to characterize
the nature of -OH groups present in a sample,

Figure 3 shows several optoacoustic spectra obtained from
samples of TLC grade silica gel. The activity of this material
for thin-layer chromatography depends on the surface hy-
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Fig... 5. The near-lnfrared optoacoustic spectra of Iranian crude oil
with standard additions of (a) 10% benzene, (b) 30% benzene

in the ultraviolet regions, their use is limited in the near­
infrared because of the intense Darrow line emission super·
imposed on the continuum background, thus making dou­
ble-beam opemtion difficult to achieve. The tungsten fl!ament
source described above provides a near blackbody emission
spectrum with an emission wavelength maximum, with the
above spectrometer, at ca. 1.4 ssm.

The use of the spectrometer to examine a variety of sample
types has been described and clear spectra have been obtained
from solid powder, solution, and thixatropic oil samples. The
near-infrared spectral region may be employed for the ex­
amination and characterization of inorganic and organic
materials by the absorption bands in this region because of
low energy electronic transitions, overtone banda, and
combination bands. With the advantages already proposed
for OAS, the extension of the working spectraJ mnge to include
the near-infmred, 88 described above, should provide for many
further applications of the technique in the examination of
materials which are normally difficult to study. Quantitative
analysis is possible in the near-infrared and. 88 described. may
be employed for the determination of aromaticity in organic
mixtures.

®
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FIgw. 4. The near-lnfrared optoacoustic spectra of (a) benzanllyaceno.
(b) anthracene, (c) benzene. and (d) n-hexane

CONCLUSION

The single-beam optoacoustic spectrometer described
enables the study of absorption spectra in the near-infrared
region. Unlike the majority of spectrometers described in the
litemture, the system discussed employs a relatively low power
tungsten filament continuum source. While rare-gas filled
arc-lamps have a greater radiant flux and are suitable for use

'ir
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F~ure 3. The near-Infrared optoacoustic spectra of TLC grade sitica
gel; (a) untreated, (b) after drying at 1000 ·C, and (c) after drying at
1000 °c and exposure to water '1apor

droxyl groups bound to the silica. It is evident from the
spectrum of the untreated sample (Figure 3a) that both bound
hydroxyl groups (1.4 and 2.2 ~m) are present as well as surface
water (1.4 and 1.9 ~m). After drying this sample at ca. 1000
·C, the activity of the silica gel is destroyed and, as shown
in Figure 3b, this is accompanied by a loss in -oH absorption
bands. Figure 3c demonstrates how, upon exposure to water
vapor, the preheated silica gel Iray adsorb water (1.4 and 1.9
~m) but does not regain the bonded hydroxyl groups necessary
for TLC activity.

-eH Absorption Bands. The fundamental carbon­
hydrogen stretching vibration absorption band is observed
normally at ca. 3.3-3.5 ~m, and the first overtone at ca. 1.7
~m. In practice, however, numerous absorption bands are
observed in the near-infrared due to C-H bending overtones
and the many combination bands possible. As the separation
of C-H overtones is greater than that between the funda­
mentals from which they arise, the near-infrared region may
be employed for their identification and characterization.

The optoacoustic spectra of a series of aromatic samples
are shown in Figure 4 and compared with an aliphatic system,
n-hexane. The similarities in the aromatic hydrocarbons Bre
evident and the differences may be attributed to physical
nature of the sample, i.e., its solid or liquid nature.

The aromatic C-H absorption band at 2.2 ~m was observed
not to occur in aliphatic systems and was employed as a means
of quantitive analysis for aromaticity in organic mixtures. The
absorption band intensities have been shown to be additive,
according to the number of absorption centers in a molecule
(10). Mixtures of benzene in n·hexane were prepared and
lOO-~L aliquots of these examined by OAS. A linear rela­
tionship was observed between peak-height, at 2.2 ~m, and
benzene concentration between zero and 100% benzene in the
samples. Figure 5 shows the OAS spectra of undiluted Iranian
crude oil samples to which standard additions of benzene have
been made; linear plots were obtained for peak-height, at 2.2
}lm va. concentration of benzene present.
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Evaluation and Optimization of the Standard Addition Method
for Absorption Spectrometry and Anodic Stripping Voltammetry

J. P. Franke' and R. A. de Zeeuw

State University, Laboratory for Pharmaceutical and Analytical Ch8mlstry, Department of Toxicology, Ant. DeuslngJaan 2, 9713 AW
Gronlngen, The Nether/ends

R. Hakkert

State Unverslty, Mathematlcal/nsfitute, Gronlngen, The Netherlands

For the determination 01 the concentration 01 a suba1ance by
a1andard addIIIon linear regression, which may be applied when
the measurements havft a common variance, Is compared with
other regrel8lon techniques baaed on the assumpllon 01 a
common cOG"'clent 01 variation. TIle latter assumption may
be more realistic lor atomic absorption spectrometry and
Gnodlc .trlpplng vOllanvnetry. For the optimization 01 the
a1Gndard addilion method, allUming a common coemclent 01
variation, lormulas are given to calculate, lor a desired
preclslon, the amount 01 standard to be added and the required
number 01 replicate measurements. Optimum preclalon Is
obtained by applying a a1ngle addition 01 the largeat possible
amount 01 .tandard within the linear range 01 the response
concentration curve.

The method of standard addition is often used (1-3) to
determine the unknown concentration. ~Q' of a substance in
a solution: new solutions are made from the original one by
adding successive, known amounts of that substance. Thus,
solutions with concentrations ~Ot ~o + Xl ••••• ~O + Xl' are ob·
tainedt where XI < X2 < ... < Xif are known positive constants.
For each solution several response· readings can be obtained.
leading to a set of data [Yi;; j =1, ..., no; i =O..... hi, where
Yij represents the jth response·reading on the sample with
concentration ~o (if i = 0) or ~o + Xi (if i '" 0). The statistical
analysis wiu he based on the idea that the response-readings
Yij are the outcome of corresponding random variables Yij •

whose joint distribution is such that (I) all Yij are mutually
independent; (2) Yil...., Yin, is a random sample from the
normal distribution with EYij = 1'; and Var(Yij) =uf; (3) after
appropriate corrections have been made for any background
signalt the concentration-response curve is a straight line
passing through the origin, ur, more precisely. for some un­
known regression coefficient, P, it is assumed that I'i = P(~o

+ Xi)'
Apart from these basic assumptions, various additional ones

can be made with respect to the variances (10
2

, "', (l1f2. Most
authors, using standard regression methods to estimate ~o (4.

5). implicitly assume homoscednsticity. i.e .• uu2 = (J12 = ... =

"If?'
However, theoretical considerations of Mann et al. (6) and

our own experimental data contain evidence (Section 4) that
this assumption is not always relevant. It rather looks as if
(102 < 0"1 2 < ... < (lit2. If sufficient replicate measurements in
0, Xl> .... XIt are available. it is possible to estimate (10

2
• .... Glt

2

separately. If. however. no such replications are available, onc
has to make some sort of model·assumption. It might be more
realistic to assume equality of the coefficients of variation.
Le., 0"011/00 = GilSll = ... = ulf.1Slk·

Mann et aI., dealing with absorption spectrometry (6) and
Larsen et al. (4). whose data are presented in Section 4.
suggested that the latter assumption approximately holds true
in the absorption range between 0.2 and 1.0 (6).

The basic assumptions 1. 2. and 3 mean in practice that:
(I) Each addition of standard should be made to the original
sample. without appreciable error. and for each solution the
response· readings should be obtained independently. (2)
Response-readings, Yih ... , Yin - are an independent random
sample from a normal distribuiion. Generally speaking this
will be valid for atomic absorption spectrometry and anodic
stripping voltammetry (7). Fortunately, small deviations from
normal distributions will not have a large effect on the merits
of the statistical procedures. (3) The linearity of the con·
centration·response curve should be checked by experiments
over a wide concentration range. By application of standard
addition. one should check that the highest concentration is
still within the linear part of the curve and the slope of the
curve should remain unaffected by the addition of standard.

Figure 1 summarizes the necessary terminology.. Here. k
= 3; no = 3; n1 = 3; n2 = 4; "3 = 3 and the individual re­
sponse·readings Y;j are represented by the open circles. The
dotted regression line is specified by the unknown parameters
~o and P, or, alternatively. by the usual regression-parameters.
a = 1'0 and p. Note that ~o = a/po

In the next section the two existing calculation methods,
the graphical method and standard linear regression are
evaluated. So far, little or no attention has been paid to the
effects of replicating the response·measurements on the

0003-2700178/035G-1374$Ol.00/0 e 187a American Chemical Soclety
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one obtains:

Var(x.) ~ x; 82 (1 + ~)2 (.!.. +.!..) (2.7)
XI no nl

Denoting the common coefficient of variation by 8. and ap­
plying the following approximation.

Var(Y,)/Y,2 0: 82/ni (2.6)

b = DLw;Xi'Yij - N(p,Da") (2.9)
ij

S2 = n~2tWiO'ij - a' - bxY- n~ 2X2n-2 (2.10)

Furthermore a'. b. and S' are independent and, sinoe Eo = al".
it can be inferred from Equations 2.8-2.10 that (a' - b(f +
~.»/(S.JC + D(i + ~.)2) is tn_rdistributed. This formula is
known as Fieller's Theorem (9). Subetituting the confidence
limits 2otn' 2,1/2o and solving for ~. yields the following well­
known confidence interval:

Larsen et al. (4). in an atomic absorption study. gave an
estimate of the confidenoe interval for ~. by using a simplified
version of Equation 2.11.

In the simple case where Woo .... w. are all independently
known. Equation 2.11 yields an exact confidenoe interval The
situation becomes more complicated when w is some function
of ex and ", as happens in the case of a constant coefficient
of variation: w = 1/(a + "X)2. .

Approximate solutions for this prohlem will be dealt with
in Section 3, but first there are a few general oheervationa to
be made about Equation 2.11. Figure 2 depicts the estimation
prooedure. the dotted line heing the estimated regresaion line
and the two enveloping curves the confidence limits for a +
"x for a given x. It can be proved that the confidence interval
for ~. is the interval AB. As can be seen in Figure 2. a dis­
advantage of the use of stendard linear regression. even if all
prerequisites are fulfilled, is that it results in a large confidenoe
interval for~.. This is particularly true in the ceae of a
relatively low number of measurements, and a large standard
error of regression: in this case the use of Equation 2.11 may
even result in half-infmite intervals.

A second practical objection to Equation 2.11 is that this
equation is difficult to work with. This is particularly dia­
turbing when it has to be applied a num!>er of times in a
sequence. as will turn out to be necessary in the next section.

a'b
~, = b2 _ Dt2S'- i 20

b2 _t~t2S2 -..;D(a~2 + C(b"-Dt2S') (2.11)

This equation shows that the relative error in x. decreases with
increasing Xlo no. and nit and. for fixed values of n(no + nl)
and XIo reaches a minimum for no = nl' This agrees with the
statements of Meites (1): optimum precision is ohtained hy
applying a single addition of the largest possible amount of
standard within the linear range of the response-conoentration
curve. and dividing the replications equally among this sample
and the original one.

B. Alternatively. if k > 1.~. may be estimated by standard
linear regression. Ideally, this procedure requires he>­
moscedasticity, i.e., Cfl2 = ul = ... = u..2 = Ul. In order to be
able to carry out generalizations in Section 3. a more general
approach will be presented here. namely. weighted stendard
regression.

Suppose that Var(Yij) = a"I Wi. where Woo .... w. are known
constants. then the standard estimators a'. b. and S' (or «.
". and a" are somewhat modified. Suppose that C = l/Lin,wi.
i = C LinjWjXj, Xi' = Xj - it D = l/LinjWj(Xj?2 and a' = a +"i. then ai'. b. and S' are given by:

a' = CL:W;¥ij- N(<<.Ca") (2.8)
'J

(2.2)

(2.3)

c:a""(~ot-X)
I

o x,.'.<

which leads to

Figure 1. Graphic representation of the standard addition method. ~.

Is the concentration of the sample without addition of standards with
response reacings YO•1 •••• Yo,n. XII X2t X) are the aQjed concentrations
with YI. 11 "'1 Y1.l'l" Y:I.l ..... Ya,IlJ' and Y3.11 .... Y3'" J response
measurements. respectively. Each open circle represents a single
response meaSlrement. The dotted line represents the regessk>n Ina.
described by the Equation Y = ex + "x
precision of the obtained estimate for ~•. These effects will
be evaluated for the graphical method, assuming equality of
the coefficients of variation.

In Section 3 some approximate regression-methods will be
presented for the case of equal constants of variation. and
again the effects of replications on the precision of the ob­
tained estimate will be evaluated.

In Section 4 the two different regression models are dis­
cussed in the context of data, presented by Larsen et al. (4).
and our own data.

2. Existing Techniques. A. The case k = 1 is of special
interest 8S it can be shown that this case represents the
optimum design. provided Xi is chosen as large as possible
within the linear range of the response·concentration curve.
Suppose that

(i = 0.0 with n = n. + n,. According to the graphical method.
an estimate x. for ~, can be calculated from the relation

x.l(x. + x,) = Y•.! Yl. (2.1)

Assuming equality of the constents of variation. an ap­
proximation for the varianoe of the estimator can be calculated
as follows. According to Reinmuth (8). Var(x.) can be ap­
proximated by

Var(x.) 0: (:;:)2 Var(Y.) + (:;:Y Var(Y,) (2.4)

Substituting (2.2) in (2.4) we obtain

Var (x.) 0: ( x, Yl. )' Var (Y.) +

(Yl. - Y.? ( -X,Y•.· )2 Var(Yd (2.5)

(Yl. - Y.? .

x. = X, Y•.!(YI. - Y.)

Similarly. " can be estimated by

" = (Yl. - Y.)/x,
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Flgure 3. Graphic representation of Equation 3.10 where Xo IX 1 Is the
ratio of the estimated original concentration and the concentration of
added standard. n represents the total number of measurements

With the approximations

L ...!... ~ ~ +~ and L l. ~ ~ + ~ (3.8)
ij y"ljj - y2u. y\ ij )'jj - )'0. )'1.

For the confidence interval the following simple expression,
corresponding to Equation 2.11. is found:

~o = X o ± DIT (3.6)

For this method. which will be referred to as the transfor­
mation method, calculations can be made, similar to the ones
in Equations 2.4-2.7. Assuming that k = 1. the variance of
Xu. Equation 3.4, can be written as follows:

Var(xo)= r'/(~~ _! (~+),) (3.7)
IJY\ n IJJ'J

Equation 3.7 can be transformed into

Var(x.) = nr'/n,nl(~ _~)' (3.9)
)u. )1.

Substituting r = aR/Pand approximating d by (Y, - y.)/ X ..
Equation 2.3 leads to

Var(x.,) = x; a; ( I + ;",)'(~ + ~) (3.10)

as in Equation 2.7. This equation is graphically reproduced
in Figure 3 for some values of n.

Similar equations for k = 2 can be derived with tbe same
approximatiuns mentioned above. If X, = 2X,. Equation 3.4
can be transformed into

Var(x.) =

x.'a,{2;"2 +1 )'(~ + I )'n/(nolll(~, + 1)' +

non,( ~~ + 1r+ n,n,(;J') (3.11)

This equation is graphically reproduced in Figure 4. The
distribution of the replications was carried out in such a
manner, for fixed n, Var(xo)/x2

0
was minimized.

The Equations 3.10 and 3.11. as reproduced in the Figures
3 and 4 show that:

a. For a fixed value of added standard (XI.X,) better

.--_._-,~
\.'':1

'] --

-r- = ...!-LW· - c' + xu')' - ...c.x' (3.5)n-2 ij IJ 0 IJ n-2 n-2

x, = -D~uijVij - N(~o.Dr') (3.4)
'J

Figure 2. Estimation procedure by standard addition, the dotted line
being the estimated regresslon-llne and the two enveloping curves the
contkience limits for a + fix for a given x. The Interval AS Is the
conHdence Interval '0( ~o

3. Approximate Solutions for the Case of Constant
Coefficient of Variation. A. Supposing that Ie, = lila +
fix;)'. it is clear that the method of Section 2B can not be
applied directly, since the weights Wi BTe no longer deter­
ministically known. It is possible to obtain a first-order
approximation though, using ordinary regression (wo = WI =
... = w. = 1) in order to get preliminary estimates for a and
fl.

These estimatA!s lead to estimatA!s of Wm .... W •• which. again.
can be applied to get a second·order approximation for a and
fl. and so on. This is a rapidly converging process and. al·
though it is not an exact procedure, it can he shown (lower
middle column of Table I) that the results are quite satis­
factory. In most circumstances, 8 second-order estimate will
do. as was applied in Table I.

B. A particularly simple solution is obtained by assuming
a slightly modified measurements model. Suppose tbat the
experiments could be carried out in such a manner that,
instead of adding known amounts of the substance and reading
the responses, increasing amounts of substance could be added
until the response-readings would reach certain predetermined
values. Y'j- The appropriate model then seems to be

X. _ N(!'"'' _Cl) (~), .. )2) (3.1)
IJ {3VIJ" {1 IJ

where (1,2 = V81(X jj>/Yi/' However, 8S the experiments nrc
not performed in this way. tbe method is based on the as­
sumption that the actual data are "not too different" from
those wanted in the above mentioned hypothetical manner.
What is meant by "not too different" will be explained at the
end of this Section.

The calculation of estimators and confidence intervals on
the basis of model 3.1 can be carried out as follows. Rewriting
tbe Equation 3.1 witb U= I/y. V = X/Yo l' = I/fl and T =
a,/fl yields:

Vii - N(-y - ~,uij,r2) (3.2)

Since the problem has now been reduced to the standard
homoscedastic form with ~o as one of its parameters, the
estimators c'.xo and T2 can be solved directly by means of
ordinary regression techniques, analogous to Equations
2.8-2.10 with C = I/n and D = I/L,/U';j)':

c'= C~Vij - N(-y'.Cr') (3.3)
'J
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Table I. Outcome of tbe Thr.. Estimaton When Applied to Six Seta of Simulated Data

using Fieller's using Fieller's using a
theorem, w = 1 theorem, estimated transformation

simulated data n = 12; N = 1000 (2,B)" weights (3,A)" (3,B)"

A. a = 0.1; ~ = 10; (0 = 0.01 0,00993 0.01034 0.00710"
constant Var.: 0 = 0.05 0.00231 0.00296 0.00497.
x, = 0.5;x, = 1.0; 0.00973 0.00600 0.00350"
x, = 2.0 95% 62.9% 28.5%d

B.a=2.7;~=15;(0=0.18 0.17966 0.18744 0.14346
conslant var.: 0 = 1 0.02755 0.04381 0.06558
x, = 0.4; x, = 1.85; 0.11520 0.10014 0.07297
x, = 5.75 94.8% 70.7% 45.7%

C. a = 0.2;~ = 0.18; (0 = 1.11111 1.12116 1.12710 1.07701
constanl var.: 0 = 0.015 0.07217 0.08487 0.08902
x, = 0.5;x, = 1.0 0.29971 0.29500 0.28348
x, = 2.0 95.1% 90% 86.2%

A. 0 = O.I;~ = 10;(0 = 0.01 0.01125 0.01002 0.01000"
constant reI. error: 0.01496 0.00157 0.00034.
0, = 0.05;x, = 0.5;x, = 1.0; 0.10433 0.00224 0.00146<
x, = 2.0 100% 95.2% 94.5%d

B.a=2.7;~=15;(0=0.18 0.18347 0.18081 0.17944
conslant rei error: 0.03099 0.00683 0.00683
0,= 0.05;x, = 0.4;x, = 1.85; 0.23709 0.02930 0.02921
x, = 5.75 99.9% 94.6% 94.2%

C.a=0.2;~=0.18;(u=1.111 1.12831 1.12734 1.08796
constant reI. error: 0.08760 0.07157 0.07123
Or = 0.05;x, = 0.5;x, = 1.0; 0.37219 0.29652 0.28965
x, = 2.0 96.3% 95.3% 92.7%

a Mean estimated to' b Root-mean-square deviation from real to' C Mean length of estimated confidence int.ervals.
d Observed percentage of cases where true to was found to lie within estimated confidence interval. eo The notation in
parentheses refers to the respeclive paragraphs in the text.

Figure 4. Gcaphic ,epresentatlon 01 EquatJon 3.11, where x"IX, Is
the ratio of the estimated origilal concentration and the concentration
of the added standard. X 2 ;:: 2X t and n represents the total nlMTlber'
of measurements. The total number of measurements is dlstributed
as follows: n == 3: no == n 1 == n2 == 1; n == 4: no;:: 2. n, == n z =
1: n == 5: no == n2 ::;; 2. 0, == 1; n == 6: no == 3. n, :: 1. n2 ::;; 2; n
::;; 7: no::;; n 2 ::;; 3. 0 1 ::;; 1; n::;; 8: no::;; 4, 0 1 ::: 1. n2 ::;; 3; n == 9:
no = 02 ::;; 4. °1 :; 1

1000 times each in order to find out whetber these data would
be "too different" from the hypothetical data-structure
outlined in Equation 3.1. The parameter sets B and C were
ehoocn because of tbeir resemblance to the actual experimental
values in Tables II and Ill. In each of the four points 0, Xl.

x2, and X3. three "measurements" were simulated. and from
the tbus ohtained 12 values, E. was esl.imated in three different
ways.

Inspection of Table I allows a number of conclusions:
Using the wrong estimator, i.e., an estimator requiring

10 ~

/-"
/

/

precision of Xo is reached by increasing the total number of
measurements (n).

b. With higher values of n, the lines approach each other.
thus reducing the effect of an extra measurement.

c. The choice of the amount of added standard is of
paramount importance, especially when a hw number of
response measurements is carried out. High concentrations
of X I and X2 within the linear range of the response con·
centration curves give low ratios of xo/ X 1 or xo/ X2 and will
thus result in smaller relative errors of XI)'

d. For a fixed value of n, (Figure 4) the number of de­
terminations in X, (n,) should be I whereas the number of
determinations in X. (n,) and X, (n,) should be equally
divided.

e. For higher values of n. the single determination in X I

in Figure 4 hardly contributes to obtaining better precision.
However, it may serve 8S a check on the linearity of the
response concentration curve between XI) and X 2•

The practical advantages of Figures 3 and 4 are that they
allow estimation of the relative error of Xu for those analyses
that have a common relative error in the measurements, Y,
such as in absorption spectrometry, in which the Jatter is
approximately 0.5% (8). For example, if one wishes to obtain
an estimate of the original concentration of solute with a
relative error in x. smaller than 1% (o(x.J/orX, < 2) Figure
3 shows that n should be 4, equally divided over x, and X"
provided x.1 X, < I. Another possibility is three measure­
ments but then x.1 X, should be <0.5. Prerequisites are, of
course, that X, is still wilhin the linear range of the response
eoncentration curve and that 0, ~ 0.005. The latter condition
is valid in the absorption range 0.2-1.0. It should be noted
that the method with three measurements has the advantage
of saving time.

It still remains to be shown thal the transformation method
does not lead to serious distortions. Therefore, six sets of
normal data, corresponding to three sets (A, B, and C) of
aetual parameter values and two types of Bcedasticity (equal
variances and equal coefficients of variation) were simulated
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Table 11. Evaluation DC Common Variance, Common Relative Error and Precision DC Atomic Absorption
Spectrometry Mcasuremcnts°

conen
of added instromcnt response readings, absorbance
6tandard.
ppm Zn Y,. Var(Y/j)

0 0.197 0.195 0.199 0.195 0.197 0.195 0.197 0.1964 0.00151
0.5 0.291 0.289 0.289 0.287 0.293 0.288 0.287 0.2891 0.00219
1.0 0.381 0.384 0.383 0.382 0.384 0.380 0.384 0.3826 0.00162
2.0 0.556 0.553 0.551 0.561 0.559 0.551 0.553 0.5549 0.00393

Bartlett test on the hypothesis 0 0' = 0 I' = 0,' :::; (},' (common variance)
n = 7.08> x\o.w and B < X\'O.9J =7.81

BarUcH lest on the hypothesis TO':::; T I' = .,,' = T J' (common relative error)
B =..:. 1.59 < X\O.90:::; 6.25

split F·test for large X values (1.0; 2.0) and small X values (0; 0.5)
F:; 2.55> Fu . Il,O.90 = 2.15 and F < F 11 • n,O.9$ :-; 2.69 (common variance)
F= 1.46 < F I2 , 1,,0.110:::; 2.15 (common relative error)

standard linear regression:
weighted linear regression:
using transformation method:

• Data from Larsen et aJ. (4).

regression lines;

Y~ 0.199 + 0.179x
Y ~ 0.197 + 0.181x
X/y ~ 5.511 - 1.087 I/y

1.110
1.088
1.087

1""o.97S·S(Xo )

0.0237
0.0181
0.0179

Table III. Evaluation of Common Variance, Common Relative Error and Precision of Differential Pulse Anodic Stripping
Voltammetry Measuremenls G

instrument response readings, peak current, $J A

conen
of added
standard,
ppm TI

o
0.387
1.851
5.734

2.53
8.42

29.65
84.8

2.50
7.96

28.70
85.6

2. 70
8.54

29.05
86.0

2.63
8.18

28.30
85.2

2.70
7.70

29.20
84.2

2.80
8.34

29.95
86.4

2.52
7.98

28.95
87.8

2.63
8.16

29.11
85.71

Var(Y/j)

0.114
0.297
0.557
1.177

Bartlett test on the hypothesis 0 0 ' :::; 0. 2 :::; () /' :::; 0,1 (common variance)
n = 24.80)0 X

2
'.O.9W:::; 16.3

Bart)('U test on the hypothesis To' = T I':::; T:':::; T]' (common relative error)

B:::; 8.50 > X\O.9S ;: 7.81

split F·test for large X values (1.851; 5.734) and small X values (O; 0.387)
F= 16.77> F n. 12 ,O••":::; 7.00 (0 0 ' = 0 1

2
:::; 0,2:::; o/)

F= 6.03 > F ,]. 11.0... ;; 4.16 (To':::; T I':::; T,' = T]')

regression Jines;

standard linear regression: Y:::; 2.508 + 14.499x
weighted linear regression: Y ~ 2.605 + 14.30Ox
using transformation method: X/y ~ 0.0695 - 0.1814 I/y

• Data obtained by the method of Franke et al. (10).

0.1727
0.1820
0.1814

tU.O.91S·S(XO)

0.02466
0.00560
0.00555

constant coefficient of variation on homoscedastic data or vice
versa, may lead to serious errors.

These errors are particularly apeetacular when ~. is small
(A and B); C does not seem to be very sensitive in this respect.
It should be noted, however, that a rigorous research on the
sensitivity of different parameter-sets to choosing the wrong
estimator has not been undertaken.

Applying an estimator requiring constant coefficient of
variation to homoscedastic data leads to underestimating the
interval-length, the opposite mistake leads to overestimating
the interval-length.

Approximation by means of the transformation model yields
reasonable satisfactory estimators and confidence intervals
for ~., especially when (. is small.

It should be noted that the risks of applying a homosce­
dastic estimator to e.perimental data of unknown scedasticity

are smaller than those of applying one of the estimators
outlined in this section. \Vhen, however, there is a reason to
believe that the data are in fact characterized by (nearly) equal
coefficients of "ariation, the lauer type of estimation turns
out to be superior, as is clearly demonstrated by the simu­
lation-outcomes. Therefore the following rule of thumb seems
appropriate:

When the seedasticity of the data is unknown, first test
equality of the variances in one of the manners outlined in
Section 4.

If this null-hypothesis can be rejected, test the requirements
of common coefficient of variation, as is also illustrated in
Section 4.

If this null-hypotheses can also be rejected, a homoscedastic
estimator is probably safer, especially for large values of ~o.

If, however, the latter null-hypothesis (constant coefficient



ANAlmeAl Cl£MISTRY. VOL 50, NO.9, AUGUST 1918 • 1118

D

c

P. (b)

a' (a')
~. (c)
~'. (c')
o

(estimated) unknown concen­
tration of the untreated
&ample

number of additions made
number of replicate measure-­

menu in 0 (i= 0) or
x;{i > o~

total number of meuure-­
menta

number of aimulaUona
amount DC added standard
amount of added standard.

interpreted u a random
variable in section 3.B

== C};t=/' "iWt%1
jth response-reading in 0

(i = D) or XI (i > o)
random variable associated

with Yu or Y
= (lin,) I:1=."'Yfj
= (lIn,) 1:1=."' Yfj
= l/Yfj
= u - (lIn) I:',lufj
=Xfj/Yfj
= EYfj (j= 1•...• n,)=

Q + OXi
= Var(Yfj} (j= 1•. __ • n,)
(estimated) intercept DC the

regression-line with the
Y-axis

(estimated) dope DC the re-
gression line

(estimsted) a + px
(estimated) liP
(estimated) ~ - tau
coefficient of variation,

Il5SUmed to be equsl Cor sll
YU(i= 0 •...• k;j= 1.
"', nil

regression-weights
(estimated) O,l Wi, where WI

(i = o•.. " k) sre cbosen
such as to make 0 a a
constant

= Var(Xfj}/Yfj'
(estimated) o,'/fJ 1

[estimsted) standard-error in
X o

= l/I:l=ok n,w/ (weigbted re­
gression)

= lin (transform.tion
method)

= l/I:l=ok n,wl (xO'
(weigbted regression)

= l/I:',1 (u'fj)' (transforma-
tion method)

= x,- i (i > D) or-i(i= 0)
;; tn-I. IIIQ

test-statistic DC the
Barllett-test

test-statistic DC tbe 'l'lit
F-test
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and anodic stripping voltammetry. being the areas in which
standard addition is most frequently applied. it should be
emphasized that the above principles can be used equally wall
for standard addition applications in other areas of analytical
chemistry.

List of Symbols

CONCLUSIONS
For both atomic absorption spectrometry and anodic

stripping voltammetry. more accurate results can be obtained
using a linear regression method based upon a common
coefficient of variation: weighted linear regression or the
transformation model.

Figures 3 and 4 allow optimization of the standard addition
method for a given problem and for a desired relative error
in the analysis by a proper choice of the total number of
measurements and of the amount of added standard. Al­
though this paper deale mainly with absorption spectrometry

of variation) seems attractive, it is recommended to use an
estimation procedure based on constant coefficient of vari­
ation.

4_ Actual Experiments. In Tables 11 and III. the results
of experiments by Larsen et a!. (4) and our own data are
displayed. The assumption of equal variances was tested in
two ways:

a. By applying a Bartlett-test (10). which is pos!'ible because
of the existence of repeated measurements.

b. By means of a split F-test: the data are divided into
two groups. one group with low x-values. and one group with
high x-values. The error-varianoes are then estimated for both
groups separately and the estimates are compared by means
of a F-test. This method allows a test of equal variances
against a one·sided alternative. Another advantage of this
procedure is that it does not require repeated measuremenu.
although it does require a minimum of six measurements and
at least two standard additions. The assumption of equal
constants of variation can be tested in 8 somewhat similar
manner:

a. Dividing the estimated variances of the k + I groups of
repeated measurements by their corresponding group averages
y., .... y•• one arrives at k + I statistics that may. at least
approximately, be taken as a basis for the Bartlett-test.

b. Alternatively one may test the hypothesis that the data
are "not too different" from the hypothetical data-structure.
Equation 3.1. by applying a split F-test to the transformed
variables u = I/yand V = X/y, Equation 3.2. The two tests
were applied to the experimental atomic absorption data of
Larsen et a!. (4), the results of which are given in Table 11.
and to our own data obtained by differential pulse anodic
stripping voltammetry (see Table III) (ll).

For both sets it was observed that the assumption of a
common coefficient of variation results in a better fit than
the assumption of common variance. For the atomic ab­
sorption spectrometry data of Larsen et al.. the latter as­
sumption proves to be barely acceptable at ~ 5% level. At
a 10% level. it has to be rejected. The assumption of a
common coefficient of variation can be maintained at both
levels though.

For our data (Table III) there seems to be no common
coefficient of variation. Since, however, the B- and F-values
are much larger when testing common variance than when
testing common coefficient of variation, and as ~o is relatively
small. we may expect the transformation method to yield more
accurate results than standard linear regression.

The real scedasticity is probably somewhere in between:
no common variance and no common coefficient of variation
either.

From the above two sets of experimental data. an estimate.
x•• for ~. and for Var(x.} have been computed using standard
linear regression. weighted linear regression. w, = I/(a + bx)'.
and the transformation method. The latter two methods
yielded the shortest confidence interval for ~•• as should be
expected according to Table I. Furthermore the transfor­
mation model is in good agreement with the weighted linear
regression.
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Effect of Gas Burner Conditions on Lithium Tetraborate Fusion
Preparations for X-ray Fluorescence Analysis

Sir: Automated instruments are now available which
perform fusions of one or more samples with a suitable fluxing
agent such as lithium tetraborate. This procedure produces
a glass disk(s) which after grinding and polishing can be
directly analY2ed by x·ray fluorescence spectrometry. The
heat source in these instruments is usually a modified Meker
burner fed with either natural gas/air or propane/air gas
mixtures. The purpose of this communication is to report
some resullll we have obtained when fusing mixtures consisting
of various concentrations of calcium and iron with a constant
amount of flux under conditions where the flow rates of
propane and air fed into the burner were varied.

EXPERIMENTAL

Apparatus. An automated fusion device was employed to
perform the fusions (Angstrom, Inc., P.O. Box 248, Belleville,
Mich. 48111). An energy-dispersive x·ray spectrometer was used
in these experiments and has been described elsewhere (1).

Procedure. Samples were prepared for fusion by adding
known amounlll of CaCO, (previously dried @ 260 ·C) and Fe,O,
(dried at 110 ·C) to 6.7 g of lithium tetraborate and 1.5 g of
ammonium nitrate. All materials were of analytical reagent
quality. The samples were then fused under two different gas
burner conditions for 40 min each in platinum-5'70 gold alloy
crucibles (Matthey Bishop Inc., Malvern, Pa. 19355). The reo
sultant glass disks were then ground and polished and analyzed
directly by energy-dispersive x·ray spectrometry.

Temperature calibration of the glass melt was performed with
an NBS calibrated Pt-10% Rh thermocouple. The temperature
of the fusion mixture was set at 1125·C by varying the flow rates
of propane and air entering the burner by adjustment of the
respective flow controllers. The air-to-propane fatio was the
highest that could be obtained without causing the name to
extingWah (condition I). After a number of glass disks were
prepared, the propane flow was incressed and the air decreased
so that a temperature of l1llO-l110 ·C was obtained (condition
II). Under these conditions, several glass disks were prepared.
A summary of the concentrations of calcium and iron in the disks
prepared uoder the two gas burner conditions is tabulated in Table
I.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The relative differences found in the determination of
calcium and iron obtained under the two selll of fusion
conditions are plotted in Figures 1 and 2, respectively. Three
replicate measurements of each binary glass disk were made
with relative standard deviations of a single measurement of

Table I. Concentrations of ea and Fe Added
in Stundard Disks

Gas burner Bead
conditions No. %Ca %Fc

1 (1125 ·C) 1 2.91 1.01
2 2.89 1.01
3 5.85 0.61
4 5.85 0.62
5 7.26 0.25
6 7.28 0.25

11 (1100 ·C) 1 1.44 2.00
2 1.44 2.00
3 2.89 1.01
4 2.99 1.01
5 2.88 1.01
6 2.89 0.99
7 7.25 0.26
8 7.25 0.26

- ,
! 0 ~__•__i:r_·---""f--~l----1
.~
;

~'" .,
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FIg... 1. Effect of _ cordtions on caJclo.rn In standanl disks. (..)
Condition I. (e) Condition II

0.3 to 1.0%. The results shown were corrected for x·ray
absorption in the glass disks using an NBS data reduction
procedure (2). Figure 1 shows that the difference in fusion
conditions had no effect on calcium. However, Figure 2 il·
lustrates that under condition I, iron was markedly affected.
The low values obtained are believed to be due to the partial
chemical.reduction of iron to the metal which subsequently
alloys with the platinum crucibles (3). It was also found that
glass disks could not be prepared without cracking under
condition 1when the iron concentration was greater than 1.5%
in the disk. These disks usually appeared very dark brown

ThIs __ not IUbjacl to u.s. Copyright. -.ad 1976 by lha Amartcen Cl10rrical SocIaty
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Figure 2. Effect of burner conditions on iron in standard disks. (&)
Conditlon I. (e) Condition II

and opaque. At lower iron concentrations, the disks exhibited
n greenish blue coloration in contrast to the yellowish broYo"ll
ohtained with disks having the same iron content prepared
under condition II. The addition of more NH.NO, prior to
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fusion under condition I did not appear to prevent reduction.
These results illustrate the importance of maintaining proper
oxidizing flames for accurate sample preparation by fusion.
It has been suggested that a nickel crucible of the same size
as the platinum crucible be used in an identical position in
the flame to determine the oxidizing or reducing conditions
of the nsme. We found that the use of a nickel crucible for
determining these conditions was not always satisfactory. This
work suggests that observation of the color of a few fused
samples of mixtures containing calcium and iron may serve
as a more sensitive test of flame conditions.
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Solvent Extraction of Coal-Derived Products

Sir: The recent interest in scparatinl5 and characterizing­
coal-derived oils has revealed an intriguing problem. There
is, at present, no standard method or technique that is widely
used to separate and characterize liquefied or solvent refined
coal products. Most investigators in the field, and those just
getting started, are however using n host of similar terms to
define dissimilar fractions from coal products. For example,
the word asphaltene(s), as it pertai~s to coal· derived products,
can mean a solvent !\cparated material that is benzene or
toluene soluble and pentane insoluble (I), or hexane insoluble
(2), or cycluhexane insoluble (3) or even derived by specific
mixtures of toluene and pentane (4). Beside all of these
differences, there are a host of techniques being used to
characterize coal·derived producLc; by solubility distribution
analysis (5, 6), chromatographic analysis (7-9), and by the lL<e
of distillation (10), Finally, there is also a redefinition of
asphallenes as being specific chromatographic fractions with
one functional group present per molecule (8). The situation
for the analyst is onc of mass confusion. \\'hen a chemist
wishes to separate coal-derived oils for the first time, he can
find two, three, and in the case of "asphaltenes" as many as
ten different methods, all of which arrive at supposedly the
same product. A common separation method should be used
on nil coal-derived products to serve as a guide post for
comparison by process engineers. chemists, and management.
The method we present here should be used only as a guide
to the development of a standard separation onalysis of
coal·derived material. We feel it is important that the finally
accepled method be rapid (hours), suilable to analytical (1-10
g) and preparative (10-100 g) batch size, and not require
sophisticated instrumentation.

Our procedure can provide an analytical separation of three
or four major solvent-defined solubility fractions from the
multicomponent coal-derived oil. Separation is carried out
at just below room temperature with solvents of increasing
orientation solubility (polarity) parameter as defined by
Hildebrand (J 1), Each fraction is also defined with respect
to the volume of solvent used, We have found that 1 liter of
solvent per fraction per 3 grams of starting material is suf-

ficient to defme the separation, It has also been our experience
that Soxhlet extraction at elevated temperatures requires days
to complete and the "soluble" fmal product of each extraction
contains some insoluble material.

Finally we wish to introduce a pre· treatment step of the
coal·derived oil prior to solvent extraction. By freezing the
oil in liquid nitrogen, one can grind the solid pieces into a fme
powder of great surface area. This contributes to rapid and
efficient extraction of the pentane soluble material at the onset
of the procedure.

EXPERIMENTAL
A coal-derived product is chosen and mixed well if it has been

standing for more than 1 h after processing. Most liquefaction
products may be wanned to 60 °C and stirred to obtain a uniform
mixture. Solids may be chipped or broken. Three to four grams
of the product are weighed into a tared 250-mL Pyre. heavy wall
or n 315·mL stainless steel (DuPont No. (0522) centrifuge tube
to ±5 mg or less.

Add liquid nitrogen to the centrifuge tube slowly until 100 mL
cnn remain as a quiet solution-no rapid evaporation. The now
frozen product is groWld with a thick glass rod into a fme pov..uer.
As the liquid nitrogen nears complete evaporation. place the
centrifuge tube in a 50-walt ultrasonic bath and sonicate while
addin~ 240 mL pesticide grade n-pentane and stirring rapidly with
a glass or Teflon rod. Continue to sonicate and stir until no large
particles are present-only a fme powder-approximately 5 min.
When sonication is complete. centrifuge for 10 min at 2500 rpm
(up to 10000 rpm have been used), 25 ·C. The resulting su­
pernatant is decanted into a tared 250-mL round bottom flask
and pentane removed under dry nitrogen flush on a Rotovap from
8 warm (50°C) water bath until 5 min after the last drop of
pentane is observed to condense. The centrifuge tube is washed
with 200 mL n·pentane. sonicated. stirred, and centrifuged again.
decanting the supernatant into the same distilling flask. The
solvent recovered from the Rotovap should be used as part of the
next wash to reduce loss. Washing is continued until 1 L of
n-pentBne is used. After the last wash. pesticide grade benune
is added to the residue and the sonicalion anu washing process
repealed for a total of 1 L of solvent decanting into a second
distilling flask. The water bath temperature is raised to 80 °C.
The final benzene wash may be followed by a 5O-mL n·pentane

This article not sub,lect to u.s. COpyrl(tlt. PubHshod 1978 by the American ChemkaJ Society
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Flgwa 1, Solvent exlnlC110n scheme to< coal-<lerlved p<oduC1s

Table 11. Solvent Separated Fraction.

weight percent.

coal benzene
liquid oilsG asphal tencs insolublcs

A 74.2 18.4 7.4
73.3 22.0 4.7
72.0 23.2 4.8

B 74.6 18.2 7.3
72.0 19.3 8.7

C 62.7 20.8 16.6
62.4 20.9 16.7

D 62.6 19.4 18.0
61.9 20.8 17.3

E 57.5 29.8 12.7
57.3 30.4 12.3

F 67.6 34.0 8.4
66,8 34.5 9.7
55.7 35.8 8.6

G 58.9 32.9 8.2
67.9 34.5 7.6
67.5 34.8 7.7

I
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I

oils
asphaltenes
benzene insolubles
preasphaltenes
THF insolubles-residue

wash. whereupon this Ian pentane supernatant is discarded and
the centrifuge tube residue (henzene in.oluhles) dried at 50 ·C
in a vacuum oven for 15 min. The vacuum oven is backfilled. with
dry nitrogen. AB an option to drying the henzene insoluhles from
the step above, tetrahydrofuran (THF) or methylene chloride­
methanol (00-10) may he used as the fmal solvent extractor, If
THF is used, it must he freshly distilled to remove the BHT and
any water. Repeat the washing, sonication, and centrifugation
steps for five 200-mL washing cycles, Arter the final THF wash,
rinse the residue with n·pentane, centrifuge, decant, and dry in
a vacuum oven at 60 °C for 15 min. At no other time should the
centrifuge residue he allowed to dry or come in direct contact with
the opsn atmosphere,

The henzene washing. should not he taken to dryness hut
hrought to about 20 mL. and this solution is freeze-dried at -10"
Torr for I to 2 h. To sublime the henzene and lea.. a solvent-free
asphaltene a 20-30 mL solution i. swirled in a 250·mL round
bottom flask while suhmerging it in a 2·L Dewar of liquid nitrogen.
Care should he taken to achieve a smooth distribution of the
solution inside the nask walls. When the solution appears to he
solid, allow the flask to remain in the liquid nitrogen 3 min longer
for complete thermal equilibrium. Remove the nask from the
liquid nitrogen and attach with gr....less fittings to a vacuum
pump. Allow the flask to remain undisturbed until all the benzene
has been sublimed. This will he noticed by light tan nake.
gathering at the bottom of CJask and adhering to the walls. Heating
in vacuo to remove the residual henzene may change the chemical
nature of the fraction and reduced henzene solubility will ensue.
Toluene may be subetituted for henzene. but solvent removal is
more difficult. A scheme of the procedure i. given in Figure I.

DISCUSSION
We suggest the common and operationally defined name.

in Table I be applied 10 the solvent separated fractions. The
tarm preasphaltenes is used here 10 renect a class of solvent
defined substances.

This procedure has heen effective in our research efforta
10 provide reliable results of solvent separated fractions from

Table I. Suggeated Nomenclature for
Coal·Derived Materiala

frae- solvent solubility,
tion soluble/insoluble

1 pentane/-
2 benzene/pen lane
3 -/benzene
4 THF/benzene
6 -/THF

name

Q By difference. Direct measurement gave recoveries
of> 96%.

coal·derived oils in less than 6'/, hours on 3-4 gram. of
material. Tahle II lists solvent separation results of a numher
of coal liquefaction products. These products have a wide
range of viscosities from 100 to greater than 3000 centistokes
(70 ·C). Samples of this kind are also known to age (12) under
certain conditions of temperature and excess oxygen, causing
change. in the relative amounts of oils:aspha1tenes:benzene
insolubles. With these considerations. a measure of precision
from a limited series of samples cannot be stated.

This summary should be used only as a guide for future
development of a common method of separation and char·
acterization of coal liquids.
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Comments on the Savitzky-Golay Convolution Method for
Least-Squares Fit Smoothing and Differentiation of Digital Data

or a different set of coefficients. !P,I')I. that give the smoothed
value of the qth derivative according to

V(X) = Co + c,X + c,x' + ... + CjXj

j

= Lc.x' (1)
q=O

These n points are normally a subgroup of a larger group of
N points !u,(x,)1 (X'+1 - Xi = constant) and to smooth the entire
set of points (except for m points at each end of the data array
that must be treated separately) one takes a moving average.
General formulas for smoothing by moving·average fits to a
polynomial may be found in textbooks on the statistical
handling of data (6). Savitzky and Golay pointed out that
application of these smoothing formulas is equivalent in digital
computers to convoluting a uniformly-spaced data array with
a set of smoothing coefficients derived from the least­
squares-fit formulas. They further pointed out that. while
the coefficient Co in Equation I gives the smoothed value of
the data point at the middle of the n-point array being fitted
to the polynomial (= a,), the other coefficients C,. c,..... and
c. in Equation I correspond to the smoothed values of the 1st.
2nd, ...• and qth derivatives at the midpoint of the array.
divided by I!. 2!..... and q!. respectively. They showed that
these simple convolution arrays could be determined from tbe
general equations for the c;s (q "" 0). and could be simply
used to obtain smoothed derivatives in a single convolution
operation.

The object of the digital least-squares-fit convolution
procedure is thus the determination of a set of II coefficients,
!Pio'i. that may be used with a set of uniformly spaced digital
data points centered around a data point u, to obtain a
smoothed value for the ith point.

(5)

(4)

(3)

m

L p,c" s' = (q!)

q = O. I. 2. 3. 4. or 5. Second. if q "" 0

f: p,") = 0

The corrections given by Steinier et al (3) have been checked
and found to be correct except for a value given in the first
row of their Table I. The correct value for the ±5 point in
column 25 of Savitzky-Golay Table I should be 342 instead
of 343 as given by Steinier et al.

In recent model calculations to study the effects of random
noise on an iterative deconvolution scheme (7), it was found
that the 25-point smoothing arrays of Savitzky and Golay
could be too narrow for the "best results" of smoothing where
the buildup of the noise. remaining after smoothing. in the
deconvolution process. must be balanced against the signal
broadening that results from the smoothing. For single
least-squares-fit smoothing, Edwards and Willson (8) have
found. in a study of the effects of such smoothing on noise-free
Gaussian lines. that the optimum width of the smoothing array
is 0.7 times the full width at half maximum (FWHM) of the
narrowest Gaussian line of their spectra. In a similar study
considering Lorentzian- as well as Gaussian-shaped lines, Enke
and Nieman (9) conclude that the best signal-to-noise en­
hancement from a single-pass (quadratic-cubic) smoothing
occurs for a smoothing array that is twice as wide as the
FWHM of the peak being smoothed. Thus the optimum
width of a single-pass smoothing array will depend on the
criteria set by the user. As found in our deconvolution studies,
however. that optimum width can sometimes be greater than
25 points; and the choice is then between iterative, or Ie-­
petiti\'c, smoothings and generation of wider, single-pass
smoothing arrays. Considering the Slutzky-Yule oscillatory
distortions (10) that can build up with multiple smoothing,
and the question of aesthetics-single-pass least-squares-fit
smoothing involves exact fits of the original data to a known
polynomial while multiple smoothing does not-use of a single
least-squares-fit smoothing array of appropriate width may
arguably be the more desirable method of smoothing data.

General formulas for the smoothing coefficients P.(O). for
fitting to polynomials of degree from 2 through 5, have already
been published (4.5. 60). Similar formulas for calculating the
p,(". q = I tbru 5. have been derived and are presented in
Table I together with the formulas for piO) using Roman
numerals to label the eleven equations in accordance with the
Savitzky-Golay tables of coefficients (1). With these eleven
equations one can easily extend all of the tables of the
Savitzky-Golay paper (1) for least-squares-fit convolution
arrays with no limit to the number of points in an array.

The coefficients given in the Savitzky-Golay tables (1) are
all integers. They correspond to the numerators of Equations
I through Xl in Table I (sometimes divided by a factor that

i =m + I..... N-m-l. N =the number of points in the array
to be smoothed.

Savitzky and Golay give tables of !Pio'l and !Pi"1 for fitting
to polynomials up to degree 6. Errors in those tables may be
detected by two simple tests. First. the coefficients must be
normalized such that

(2)
m

iij = L p,IO) Uj+.

Sir: In 1964 a paper by Savitzky and Golay (1) describing
a technique of smoothing and obtaining smoothec derivatives
using convolution arrays derived from the coefficients of
least-squares-fit formulas was published in this journal. That
paper has become a classic judging by tbe number of citations
(2)-welJ over 350 in more than 100 different journals-since
its publication despite the fact that the paper contained
numerous errors in the tables of convolution arrays. These
errors were first pointed out and almost completely corrected
by Steinier, Termonia. and Deltour (3) in 1972. The purpose
of this letter is threefold: (I) to present two simple equations
that may be used to check for errors in the arrays; (2) to note
the simplicity involved in generating arrays wider than 25
points (the maximum width in the Savitzky-Golay tables),
giving equations that may be used to easily expand the widths
of all the convolution arrays discussed in the Savitzky-Golay
paper; and (3) to call attention to examples that illustrate the
beneficial use of smoothing techniques in extracting infor­
mation other than simply peak position. height. and width
from spectral data made up of peaks of known profile. More
detailed discussions of least-squares-fit smoothing. than will
be given here, may be found in the review papers of Nernst
(4) and of Willson and Edwards (5).

The Savitzky-Golay convolution smoothmg technique is
based on fitting an array of n (= 2m + 1, with m a positive
int.eger from 1 to '12) equally-spaced data point.s to a poly­
nomial,
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spectrum R2(Xj, Qj)l using Houston's notation, where the
subscript 2 indicates that the second derivstive of the original
data is first taken, and then this second derivative is integrated
twice to recover the original spectrum minus the constant and
linear components lost during differentiation. Using a
least-squares·fit smoothed·derivative array, the smoothing
operation occurs automatically in the process of determining
tha second derivative. Xi is the independent variable used in
the integration, and aj is the lower limit of integration. Then
calculating R2(xj, aj) and R2(Xi, aj+I)' where OJ and nj+1 are
two Xi values in the spectrum below and above the threshold
feature to be extracted, respectively, the extracted threshold
signal is given by R,(Xi, aj) - R,(Xi' aj+I)' The locations of the
threshold signals are indicated by arrows at the top of Figure
I. The values of Xi that were chosen for the als in the de·
composition of the original spectrum were at = 1; a2 = 118;
a, =165; a. =210; o. =280; a. =349; and 0, =400. These
a/s were chosen to lie in regions of the spectrum assumed to
contain only background, and no threshold·signal, information.
There were 512 data.points in the spectrum and a 19-point
convolution array (Equation VII of Table I) was used to
determine the second derivative.

The seven spectral components resulting from the de­
composition are plotted as curves (a) through (g) in Figure
I. In the original data, three thresholds are clearly discernible
while the other three are less so. In the component spectra
(curves a through g), all six thresholds are clearly seen. As
this example calculation was performed for illustrative
purposes only, linear extrapolation of the signals below the
threshold energy (in the direction of increasing Xi values) was
made instead of using the more correct reciprocal-energy
dependence (14). Note that the decrease in counts-per·channel
below threshold for the molybdenum signal indicates an
enhancement of the molybdenum concentration at the .olid
surface. This result was conoborated by backscattering data
taken with 1.4·MeV protons incident on the sample (J4).
Curve h gives the sum of curves a through g, all with unit
scaling, and is seen to be essentially a smoothed version of
the original data. Thus, the differentiation techniques
demonstrated by Peisach (J3) as useful in analyzing back­
scattering spectra can be simply extended to give component
threshold signals. Least·squares·fit smoothing is beneficial
in this operation in ameliorating the noise buildup in the
differentiation. It provides a simple one·operation method

of obtaining the smoothed derivative.
The Savitzky-<lolay convolution method of least-SQuares-fit

smoothing and differentiation of digital data is versatile and
extremely simple to use. Using only the coefficients given in
the Savitzky-Golay tables (1), one is limited to a 25-point
smooth, however. Wider smoothing arrays are sometimes
desirable and may be simply generated using the eleven
equations given in Table I of this letter. Relaxing the con­
dition that integer numerator and denominator values for the
P.,,) be calculated separately leads to further simplification
in the computer program. Smoothing has been shown in data
processing involving deconvolution (7) and/or differentiation
(I1, 12) to be beneficial. Peak position, height, and width-of
lines of known profile-are not the only information that may
be sought in some spectroscopies. The smoothing techniques
of Savitzky and Golay offer an extremely simple aid in ex­
tracting additional line2hape information.
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Extension of the Rasberry-Heinrich Equation for
X-ray Fluorescence Analysis

Sir: For an "infmitely" thick sample, the x-ray fluorescence
intensity is shown to be given by the following expression:

IJQ = KJcJlJK.b IotA) /J.J(A)
Amlo /J.Q(A) + /J.Q(AJ) dA (1)

where Kj is a factor to take care of the geometrical ar­
rangement of the sample-detector and of fundamental pa·
rameters of element j. Cj is weight fraction of element j. Ilq(A)
is mass ab60rption coefficient of the sample (denoted by Q)
at the incident wavelength, A. I'q(Aj) is mass ab60rption
coeflicient of the sample for the primary fluorescence radiation

of elementj. I'j(A) is mass absorption coefficient of element
j for the incident wavelength, A. Amin is minimum wavelength
of the generator tube as given by the excitation voltage. Xj

Kob
is wavelength of the K-absorption edge of element j.

Equation 1 does not include higher order fluorescence
effects (secondary, tertiary, etc.) that occur when the sample
contains more than one chemical element. Furthermore, we
consider monochromatic incident radiation in order to make
the physical processes therein easier to understand. This
would lead to a better understanding of what happens when
the incident spectra is polychromatic, as it is in most of the
practical cases.

0003-2700I7S/035G-138SS01.00/0 C 197a AmerIcan ChemlcaJ SocJety



ANALmeAL CI£MISTRY. VOl.. 50. NO.9. AUGUST 1978 • 1S17

where:

(7)

03 ll.6 0.7 o.
CONCENTRATION

Figw. 2. C IR as a tunctIon ot C to< binary samples. The nurnbemg
has the same meaning as In Figure 1

III

When the characteristic radiation intensity from the ele­
ment of interest is enhanced by fluorescence from the other
element, an additional term shoud be included in Equation
-5 to represent such enhancement; in this case the shape of
the curve will no longer be hyperbolic.

The scmiempirical formula proposed by Rasberry and
Heinrich (I) is:

(f.) = 1 + ~ AI.C. +
R i • oF I

~ B,.C. (6)
• oF ,1 + CI

In this expression the coefficients A.. represent absorption,
while the B" represent enhancement effects. Only the A..'s
have a theoretical justification and they could be determined
this way as well as experimentally. The B..'s can only be
determined experimentally since a closed theoretical ex­
pression for them does not exist.

Denoting the components of a binary sample by A and B,
expression 6 reduces to:

(~) A = 1 + AAaCa

(4)

(3)

Dividing this intensity by the one from a pure sample of
element A we get:

RA=IAQ= CA

I A C A + (1- GAlaAa

in the case in which both the incident and take off angles are
equal (cosecant factors are cancelled out).

Defining:

0.2 0.4 0.8 0.8 1.0

CONCENTRATION

Figur. 1. Possible cases ot calibration c""'es to< binary samples. I:
A... = 0, B... = 0; II: A.. > 0, B.. < 0, IIB,,1 < As.J; 111: A...
> 0, B = 0; IV: A.. > 0< < O. B.. < 0.1-1 < A.. + B.. < 0);
V: A < 0, B... = 0

For a binary sample containing two elements, denoted by
A and B, expression 1 reduces to:

I Q-I K C I'AP,)
A - 0 A ACA(I'A(A) + I'A(AA)) + (1-

C A Hl'a(A) + l'a(AA))

(2)

we arrive at a more generally used expression:

(5)

(8)

R A = 1 + AAa(l- CAl

ANALYSIS OF THE EMPIRICAL EXPRESSION
Equation 5 has been used by many authors (I-6) as a

relationship between the relative fluorescence intensity of one
element and its concentration. It is valid whenever the el·
ement of interest is not affected by characteristic radiation
emitted by the other element in the sample.

In Figure I, curves III and V illustrate the behavior of RA

as a function of CA for different values of the coefficients, AAB'
The corresponding range of values of AAB are shown for each
case, correcting those ranges initially given by Rasberry and
Heinrich (I). These authors gave the values 0 < A < 1
("negative absorption") and A > 1 ("positive absorption")
when it ahould be -1 < A < 0 and A > 0, respectively.
However, this error does not affect the method proposed by
them, neither was the interp'retation given to their results,
because the samples of Cr-Fe-Ni they studied do not show
"negative absorption" effects. Negative absorption occurs,
for example, in an AI-ed sample, when it is irradiated with
the Fe Ka line and the emitted Cd La, line is observed.

and

(
C) BBACAIi a = 1 + ABA CA + 1 + Ca

Element A is the one capable of exciting with its characteristic
line the absorption edge of interest in element B. Figure 2
shows curves of C/ R vs. C.

Five cases are now possible: I: AAB = 0, BAS = 0 (linear
calibration curve); II: ASA > 0, BSA < 0 (absorption effects
overcome enhancement); Ill: AAB> 0, BAB = 0 (preferential
absorption); IV: ADA> or < 0, BDA < 0, (-1 < ADA + BDA <
0) (enhancement effects overcome absorption); V: AAS < 0,
BAB = 0 ("negative absorption" effects dominate).

Case II was not considered by Rasberry and Heinrich even
though it is possible; while case V is not completely dealt with.
Cases I, Ill, and IV are discussed by them but the ranges of
the coefficients were erroneous.

A few comments about Equstion 6 are in order at this point.
Firsl, this formula does not take into account tertiary and
higher order fluorescence effects, always present in multi­
component system. Thus. if one tries to apply it to these
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known element concentration is Ro VB. CB'
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APPENDIX
Consider 8 binary sample composed of chemical elements

denoted by indices A and B such thBt ZA > ZB and >oAK <
AUKab. then we can write:

Jose A Rivero!
Rita D. Bonelto

Raul T. Mainardi"
Instituto de Matematica, Astronomla y Flsica, IMAF,
Universidad Nacional de Cordoba
5000 Cordoba, Argentina

(A-Il

(~)B = 1+ ABA(I - GBl [1+
~BA(~": GBl ]

Hyperbolic curves will lie above (below) the line (CIRl =
I, if the factor between brackets in Equation A-I is greater
than zero (less than zero).

Curves of type II in Figure 2 occur when the second term
in Equation A-I is positive. Since ABA is a positive constant,
I + BIlAIABA(I + CIl) must be positive too. Because BBA is
always negative, the relation between BaA and ABA is AaA(I
+ Cal> -BBA or ABA> IBIlAI since (I + CIl) ~ I.

Curves of type V in Figure 2 are given by Equation 5,
namely, (CIR)A = I + AAB - AAB' CAwith AAB < O.
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systems, the BiI<'s will be slightly dependent on the concen­
trstion of the elements. To overcome this, Hawthorne snd
Gardner (7), found an additional empirical term to take into
account tertiary contributions, while keeping the coefficients
BiI< independent of the concentrations. Secondly, Ai> cannot
be zero when enhancement is the predominant effect, as was
proposed by Rssberry and Heinrich (1), mainly because
absorption effects are always present, as noted by BudesinskY
(8), Tertian (9), and Hawthorne and Gardner (7). If one takes
Ail< = 0, then the Bi's would again be dependent (linearly)
on the concentration of the elements.

DISCUSSION
We wish to point out that the importance of Equation 6

in the analysis by x-ray nuorescence of multicomponent
samples, resides in the fact that coefficients A and B should
be independent of the concentrations CA and CB' This is
achieved when the only effects present in the spectral line of
interest are of secondary order. When higher order effects
(tertiary, quaternary, etc.) of relative importance are present,
an additional term should be added for each of them.

Suppose now that in the analysis of a binary sample
Equation 6 is used and BAa = 0, then two cases are possible:
(i) AAB > 0, in this case AABCBrepresents a loss of nuorescent
x-rays since the matrix absorbs more incident and/or
nuorescent radiation than a standard of element A. (ii) AAa
< 0, in this case AASen represents an excess of fluorescent
radiation as compared with a standard of element A. This
effect could be thought of as a case of "negative absorption"
since its net. result is similar to an enhancement.

Let us further suppose that in Equation 8 the element B
be such that the terms ABACA are negligible compared with
BBACA/(l + Cal. Then the predominant effect is enhancement
of fluorescent radiation. This last term takes into account
the net excess of x-rays in the characteristic radiation of
element B, due to the fact that radiation emitted by element
A is energetic enough to produce secondary fluorescence in
element B (note that BBA is always negative).

Finally, if the coefficient BBA is such thBt: IBaAI < ABA/2
we have curves above the line (CIRlB = I in Figure 2. For
this relation the curve (CIRlB vs. CBwill show a maximum
in the range 0 < CB < I. This fact is of no physical signif·
icance, since the curve we always use to determine the un-
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Seven-Nanosecond Time-Resolved Resonance
Raman Spectrometry of Cytochrome c

Sir: Knowledge of the structures of transient chemical
species, for example, reaction intermediates or excited states,
is essential to adequate understanding of chemical dynamics.
Yet few techniques yield such information on short·lived
species, particularly in condensed phases. Resonance Raman
spectrometry represents an attractive probe for transient
structures, inasmuch as the Raman scatterinR' process itself
is extremely fast, the vibrational spectra obtained are directly
structure-related, Bnd the resonnnce Raman effect can lead
to high sensitivity (detection limits <10-7 M) and selectivity
for a given chromophore. The resonance Raman effect and
its applications are covered in numerous recent reviews. for
example. ref. 1.

In practice. however, the instrumentally-imposed time-sca.1e
of minutes to hours ordinarily required to obtain resonance
Raman spectra using a conventional Raman spectrometer,
consisting of a scanning monochromator with CW laser ex­
ciilltion, has generally prevented the application of this
technique to transients. In this report we describe the
successful acquisition of time-resolved resonance Raman (TR')
spectra of the heme protein cytochrome c in dilute (5.5 X 10'"
M) aqueous solution, excited by 0 single seven-nanosecond
laser pulse. This result represe.'lL.:o a ten order of magnitude
improvement over conventional techniques in the time re­
quired to obtain spectra with comJ1ornbie signal-t<rnoise ratios
(SIN), and a two order of magnitude improveme~tover the
best time resolution previously reported for single-pulse
resonance Raman spectra.

EXPERIMENTAL
The key device which allows the rapid detection of Raman

spectra is the vidicon Raman spectrob'raph, which combines the
spectral multiplex advantage of photographic spectrography .....ith
the speed, sensitivity, and linearity of photoelectric detection. The
details of vidicon Raman spectrography are discussed elsewhere
(2,3). In the present study, .....e employed nn apparatus comprising
a SPEX 1870 O.5-m spectrograph incorporatinK a 1800 groove/mm
holographically recorded diffraction grating, and n Princeton
Applied Research 12501 Optical Multichannel Analyzer detection
system. The vidicon screen was located in the image plane of the
spectrograph. This vidicon spectrograph allowed a 345 cm- I

segment of a Raman spectrum to be recorded in a single exposure,
with laser excitation at 5318 A.

Pulsed-laser excitation was provided by the second harmonic
of a Quanta-Ray DCR-I Q-switched Nd,YAG oscillator, which
produced a maximum per·pulse energy of 75 mJ at 5318 A. The
measured pulsewidth of this laser is 7 ns (FWHM) and the
repetition rate is variable from single-shot to 25 Hz. For com­
parison to the 5318 A-excited TR3 spectra, conventional CW
resonance Raman spectra were obtained using 5309 A excitation
from a Kr+ laser, and a Cary 82 spectrometer with a cooled ITT
FW·130 photomultiplier tube and photon counting signal pro­
cessing.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The spectral multiplex advantage of a vidicon Raman

spectrograph. in conjunction with pulsed-laser excitation of
Raman scattering. allows time-resolved Raman spectrometry
to be performed with time resolution equal in principle to the
laser pulsewidth (2-9). For normal, nonresonant Raman
samples. vidicon spectrometry has been used to acquire
time-resolved spectra using both single laser pulses (3. 6-9)
and repetitive pulses with signal averaging (3, 7.8). However.
because of the feeble nature of normal Raman scattering.
exploitation of the resonance Raman effect is necessary to
render time·resolved Raman techniques generally applicable

to dilute chemical transienIB. Yet only two groups (4, 5) have
reported time-resolved resonance Raman spectra employing
pu1sed-laser excitation. Another group has reported resonance
Raman spectroscopy of transients in electrochemical reactions,
using CW laser excitation and phase-sensitive detection (lO,
11).

Formidable experimental difficulties. in addition to those
encountered in normal Raman spectroscopy, are encountered
in the time· resolved resonance Raman case. In the normal
Raman case. the sample generally does not absorb light at the
laser wavelength, while in the resonance Raman case it is
typical for virtually all the light at the laser wavelength to be
absorbed within the scattering volume of the sample. When
pulsed-laser excitation is employed with an absorbing sample.
which is the usual TR3 requirement, complications can be
expected from sample heating and photochemistry_ Fur­
thermore. optical requirements coupled with high peak laser
power can lead to damage to sample and cell material. The
two previous TR3 studies minimized these problems either
by employing many repetitive excitation pulses at rather low
per-pulse energy to gain 5-ns time resolution (4). or by using
relatively long-duration (0.6 ~s) single-pulse excitation to
minimize peak pulse power at relatively high per-pulse energy.
In the present study. we sought to obtain TR3 spectra with
time resolution of a few nanoseconds while retaining the ability
to acquire a spectrum excited by a single laser pulse.

Figure 1 shows spectra of the heme protein cytochrome c
at 5.5 x 10·· M concentration in aqueous solution, recorded
using conventional scanning with 5309 ACW excitation. and
the TR3 apparatus with 5318 A pulsed excitation in both
repetitive and single-pulse modes. Comparing the CW
spectrum to the repetitive·pulsed one, several points can be
made. First, the spectra are essentially the same, feature for
feature, indicating that the per-pulse enelID' which we employ,
II mJ in the present case, does not degrade or significantly
perturb the photolytically·stable heme chromophore of this
protein. The shoulder on the low·frequency side of peak C
is a spectrograph artifact. and the difference in relative areas
of peaks D and E is due to a slightly different resonance
condition between 5309 A and 5318 A excitation. Second.
considering the improved SIN in the pulse-excited spectrum
and the laser powers employed in each case. the vidicon
Raman spectrograph realizes approximately a factor of 50
improvement over conventional scanning in spectral acqui­
sition time pcr scattered photon, without regard to whether
the Raman experiment is CW or time-resolved. This is
partially due to the spectral multiplex advantage. and partially
due to the greater luminosity. of the vidicon spectrograph. It
should be noted that the Cary 82, because of its triple
monochromator configuration, suffers a luminosity disad­
vantage of a factor of perhaps 2 or 3 compared to current
scanning instruments. Third, it is dear that repetitive-pulse
TR3 spectra can be obtained with excellent SIN. The middle
spectrum was obtained by excitation from 1300 pulses of 7'05
duration, at a repetition rate of 10 Hz. Thus the sample was
exposed to laser radiation for only 1.3 X 10-' s out of a total
spectral acquisition time of 130 s. and time resolution of 7 ns
is possible for any process which can be repetitively initiated
the required number of times.

To obtain TR3 spectra in processes which cannot be rep­
etitively initiated, single-shot acquisition of TR3 spectra is
required. The bottom spectrum in Figure 1 was obtained using
a single excitation pulse from the Nd,YAG oscillator, delivered
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~~5R:I~lTOJt-H~OME .&.
CONVENTIONAL SCAN
5309 A EXCITATION
80 mW C.W.
~ SCAN TIME

5320 A EXCITATION
10 NSEC PULSES, 10
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110 mW AVE. POWER
~ ACCUM. TIME
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Figure 1. Conventional (CW scanned) and tlme-f8solved resonance Raman spectra of cytochrome c. Top, CW excitation by 5309 AKr+ laser
line, scanning spectral detection by Cary 82 spectrometer; middle, 5318 A (Nd:YAG second harmonic) repetitive-pulse TR3 spectrum. ytdlcon
spectrographic detection: bottom, single-pulse spectrum. See text. The double-headed arrows In the vidicon spectra denote the poInts where
two vidicon exposure frames were spliced together



during the O.6-pll retrace time of the OMA detector. Otherwise
the conditions were identical to those employed for the
repetitive-pulse spectrum. The SIN of the single shot
spectrum, 3.5 for peaks C and H, is the expected factor of 36
poorer than for the repetitive-pulse spectrum, and approx­
imately a factor of 8 poorer than the CW-scanned spectrum.
Nevertheless, the main features, peaks C, E, H, and perhaps
F, are visible in the single-shot spectrum. The acquisition time
for the single-shot spectrum is a flat factor of 7 X lO" shorter
than that for the CW-scanned spectrum in Figure 1. Con­
sidering the SIN deficit suffered by the single-shot spectrum,
allowing the CW spectrum to be acquired 64 times faster than
that in Figure I to give SIN equal to the single-shot spectrum,
this represents a real improvement of ten orders of magnitude
over the conventional Cary 82 spectrometer in the temporal
acquisition of comparable spectra. We feel that the SIN of
the single-shot spectrum can be improved by a factor of three
to ten by improving the present scattering geometry, without
changing other experimental parameters.

Compared to the previous TR' studies (4, 5), the present
report represents 8 conspicuous improvement in SIN for
repetitive-pulse TR' for comparable time resolution, and an
improvement of two orders of magnitude in time resolution
over the only previously reported single-shot TR' spectra (5).
We are presently pursuing in these laboratories applications
ofTR' and related techniques to the dynamics of heme protein
ligation and electron transfer reactions.
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Fast Fourier Transform Based Interpolation of Sampled
Electrochemical Data

Sir; The expanding use of on·line, computerized digital data
acquisition in scientific measurements has many demonstrated
benefits. However, one apparent disadvantage of this
measurement approach is the fact that the acquired data are
sampled, rather than continuous. If sampling rates cannot
be made sufficiently large, resolution problems can arise whieb
are not encountered with continuous analog data. For ex­
ample, precise identification of magnitude and position of
peak-type responses, as well as recognition of peak-shoulder
combinations, in chromatography, spectroscopy, and elec­
trochemistry may be hindered by inadequate resolution of
sampled data. These difficulties can be overcome somewbat
by drawing a smooth curve through the sampled data.
However, this form of manual interpolation is too subjective
to provide an adequate solution. A more objective inter­
polation approach, based on a fum mathematical foundation,
is needed. One of the most appealing of these is Fourier
domain (FD) interpolation, which has been successfully
implemented in processing spectroscopic data by Griffiths (I),
and Horlick and Yuen (2). FD interpolation is a convenient,
simple, and mathematically rigorous technique whereby the
FD spectrum of the data array to be interpolated is computed,
extended by a factor of 2n (n = positive integer) by "zero
filling" (1), and inverse Fourier transformed. The re6ulting
interpolated array contains 2" times the number of pointe in
the original array, The procedure validity reste upon the
assumption that the original data array, while possibly
providing insufficient resolution to satisfactorily serve ite
intended purpose, is adequate to define ite FD epectruni.

Asswning that an on-line minicomputer is the element whieb
controlled the original data sampling, it is convenient to
implement the FD interpolation approach using the FFT
algorithm as the basis for data domain-Fourier domain
transforms.

Electrochemical measurements represent a field where
sampled data interpolation can be quite useful in WlSisting
evaluation of parameters sueb as peak magnitude and poeition,
peak full-width at half-height, half-wave potentials, peak
separations, and the like, yet we are unaware of published work
in this area, Because FFT software or hardware already is
required in FFT faradaic admittance measuremente (3, 4), the
FD interpolation concept is particularly convenient and
appealing in this context, especially when the ac cyclic
voltarnmetric (5) and rapid dropping mercury electrode (6)
modes are invoked with rapid dc potential scan rates. If FD
interpolation can be shown to be precise and accurate in an
electrochemical context, the concept of reducing total mea­
surement time and computer memory requiremente by ac­
quiring fewer·then-normal pointe along the dc potential, time,
or frequency axes can be entertained. Rather then increasing
data density by special sampling techniques (7), which put
significant demands on measurement repeatability, the data
density may be enhanced by FD interpolation. Because of
the foregoing considerations, we have evaluated the FD in·
terpolation procedure in the context of faradaic admittance
voltarnmograma, polarograma, and frequency spectra, as well
as dc cyclic voltammetry. We believe theee data types to be
reasonably representative of the respons8 types ancountered
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Figure 2. Effects of reducing original admittance poorogram ciata density on accuracy of FD Interpolation. System: Hg-aQueous 1.0 M NazSO...
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in electrochemical relaxation measurements. Some typical
results are presented here.

The software routine we haye written to invoke FD in­
terpolation utilizes the FIT algorithm. It also allows one to
invoke FIT digital rtItering (8) to smooth the data sets prior
to (or after) interpolation, Whether or not digital filtering
is invoked. the software fits a polynomial to several points on
each extremity of the original data array and subtracts this

polynomial from the original array before interpolation and/or
filtering. This data domain modification ensures that the data
domain array will begin and tenninate at zero magnitude, with
a negligible first derivative, effectively suppressing truncation
error (8-10) which can arise in either the filtering or inter­
polation step. A suitably interpolated version of the poly­
nomial is added to the interpolated data domain array as the
final step, producing the enhanced version of the original data
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Table I. Parameten Obtained from Interpolated Data of Figure 2

no. of sampled
data points in interpolation peak de

initial array factor potential, V

30·
30
15
10

8

x 2'
x2'
X 2'
x2'
x2'

-0.544
-0.5442
-0.5444
-0.5444
-0.5437

peak
admittance,
mho X 10·

8.80
8.827
8.828
8.753
8.284

peak full-width
at half·height,

mV

47
47.4
48.7
48.8
53.9

a Best estimates from original data.

;;, f~
:::6Q1Q1 :0 ~

o ~ ;
'f. of \
~~liQl .., d!,. j ~
a: • L....,.........~'.:-+...::::--~,":.+;.5"'5--,-:-•.,::50::---"''--••0<..,

POTENTIAL/VOL T

Figure 3. Effect of FFT digital filtering and interpolation on a noisy
In-phase faradaic admittance polarogram. System. applied. and
measured as In Figure 2, except frequency Is 195.3 Hz.. 0 = original

~~I:r':d 'd~~"'1 dala an...~I f/loring, and + = rne<pOlated

array. \Vhen a data domain !:let does not contain 2/1. (n ::
integer) point5, as required by the FFT algorithm, the data
set is zero-filled to the nearest 2"'-point value, following the
polynomial subtraction routine. As long as preceded by
polynomial subtraction, zero-filling causes no errors. The
program is interactive, allowing the operator to enter ap·
propriatc paramelers for the data domain polynomial
modification, the optional FFT filtering, and the FFT in·
terpolation. \Ve call1lttention to a recen~ly presented in­
terpolation algorithm (11) which is equivalent to the FFT
approach descrihed here, but uses significantly fewer cal­
culations. However, significant time savings nre not realized
with the small transforms used in this work.

Figure 1 shows interpolation results with some ac cyclic
faradaic admittance voltammograms on the TMPD+/TMPD
couple (TMPD = tetramethylphenylenediamine) at a Pt
electrode in a nonaqueou5 electrolyte. An .""ntially perfect
match between the interpolated and original data trend results
(Figure 18), and identification of the forward and reverse scan
"crossover point" (12), peak potentials, and peak magnitudes
is significantly assisted by the FD interpolation (Figure IC).
Points arc sufficiently close-spaced in the interpolated
voltammogram that the ultimate interpolation, a continuous
curve, can confidently be generated by the expedient of a
straight line fit between adjacent data points (Figure ID).

An important question when considering use of FD in­
terpolation is how many sampled data points are required to
accurately define the data array FD spectrum. This question
is addressed in Figure 2, where a relatively narrow two-electron
reduction faradaic admittance polarogram is considered. The
original polarogram, composed of 30 sampled data points, is
interpolated to 232 points in Figure 2A. Figure 2, 8-D show
results of deleting data points from the original data set,
followed by interpolation to approximately 232 points. Casual
examination of the results clearly indicates that beginning with
only 8 data points (Figure 2D) leads to qualitative distortion
of the polarogram. However. such distortion is not evident
for the 15 and 10 sampled data point cases (Figure 2, 8 and
C). Indeed, careful inspection of admittance magnitude
printouts indicates that, although systematic error in the

:::L\
-~.52 '0.511 -~.§(I - •. sa -~.5't -1.52

POTENTIAL I VOL T

Figure 4. Effect of FFT digital finerlng and interpolation on a typical
cot'" polarogram. System and applled as .., Fig.Jre 2. Mea....ed: cot
'" vs. de potential at 585.9 Hz.. where (A) uses same notatloo as F1gLre
3. and (B) is continuous curve obtained as in Figure 10

.
:!"

Figure 5. FO Interpolation applied to a de cyclic vottammogram.
System. appUed. and measlXed as In FtglM'"e 1, except de component
measured, (A) shows a<iglnal (0) and interpolated (0) dala, and (8) Is
a continuous curve obtained as In Figure 10

admittance magnitude becomes detectable with 10 points, the
FD interpolation results with this sparse data set still yield
satisfactory peak parameters (Table I).

Fi£Ures 1 and 2 eschew FFT digital filtering because the
raw data are relatively noise-free. This is not the case in Figure
3. which shows results of combining digital filtering and
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figure 8. Appication 01 FD Interpolation on admittance spectral data.
System and applied as In Figure 2. Measured: peak admittance vs.
w 1/2. Notation: as In Figure 4

interpolation when a distressingly noisy admittance po­
larogram is presented. The peak potential (-0.545 V) and
full-width at half·height (49 mY) obtained from the filtered,
interpolated data are in excellent agreement with the values
obtained from the more reliable raw data of Figure 2 and
Table I.

Figures 4 and 5 illustrate typical interpolation results for
a cot </> polarogram and a dc cyclic voltammogram, respec­
tively. Figure 6 depicts an attempt to apply the FD inter­
polation procedure to admittance spectra data, where the
sampled data array is not equally spaced along the abscissa,
as the FFT algorithm assumes. Because of this, interpolated
data point separatlons along the abscissa are nonuniform.
Nevertheless, this not-strictly-valid procedure yields satis­
factory results, including an only slightly flawed continuous
spectral response (Figure 68).

The results ahown in Figures 1-£ demonstrate that FD
interpolation of electrochemical data can be performed with
precision, and to the point of allowing generation of a con·
tinuoua analog readout, the ultimate interpolation. Ease of
identification of peak potentials, widths, and magnitudes are
greatly assisted. When FFT digital filtering and FD inter­
polation are combined, rather substantial data enhancement
can be realized, allowing one to recover from a relatively noisy
and/or sparse data array quite satisfactory electrochemical
response parameter values. The concept of reducing sampled
data density to conserve computer memory and/or mea­
surement time, and recovering the lost resolution via FD
interpolation is supported by the above results.
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Fluorescence Line Narrowing Spectrometry in Organic
Glasses Containing Parts-per-Billion Levels of Polycyclic
Aromatic Hydrocarbons

Sir: The fact that carcinogenic and mutagenic properties
of polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) can be strongly
dependent on isomeric structure (1) has prompted us to
develop new laser based methodologies characterized by
resolution sufficient to distinguish between structural isomers.
In addition to very high selectivity, the requirements that our
techniques be quantitative, sensitive (:51 ppb), nondestructive,
and rapid have limited the 8COpe of our investigations.

Given the critical dependence of the electronic structure
of polyatomic molecules on nuclear geometry and the sub­
stantial fluorescence quantum efficiencies of PAHs (2),
fluorescence based methods for PAH measurements seem very
attractive. However, the aforementioned 8electivity reo
quiremeut presents real difficulties and precludes, for example,
liquid aolution or conventional gas phase fluorescence
spectrometry as viable starting points. In the latter case,
overlapping .rotational structure produces broad rovibronic

bands while in the former case, solute-solvent interactions
also afford broad bandwidths (FWHM -200 cm- I ). (All
bandwidths stated below are "full-width half maximum" or
FWHM.)

Although it appears that the problem of overlapping ro­
tational structure can be eliminated (3), we wish to report here
on a solid state fluorescence based technique which we believe
satisfies all the requirements delineated above. Before de­
scribing it, we note that it has been known for over 20 years
that the low temperature electronic absorption and lu­
minescence spectra of PAHs imbedded in crystalline matrices
can be sharp (:55 cm-') (4). This degree of sharpness satisfies
the selectivity requirement. For an)' matrix, selectivity can
also be enhanced temporally (5) since PAH fluorescence
lifetimes are known to vary by several orders of magnitude
(2). Possible matrices include host PAH crystals, Shpol'skii
(n-paraffm) sclvents, and, to a lesser extent, "inert" gases like
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Ar. The first and last matrices do not seem very attractive.
partly because of lengthy (-eeveral hours) sample preparation
time. Quantitative measurements on and charactAlrization of
PARa in Shpol'skii matricee are being pursued (6). It should
be noted that mismatch of the PAR and n·paraffln lengths
leads to broad fluorescence bandwidths when excitation is
provided with broad band or high energy sources. The
multiplet structure (due to energetically inequivalent impurity
sites) characteristic of Shpol'skii matrices poses another
problem since the multiplet fluorescence pattern depends on
the sample cooling rate (7). In our opinion. these problems
are soluble but at the expense of sample analysis time (for
example. resolution of a complex mixture of PARs would
require the use of several different Shpol'skii matrices).

Fluorescence line narrowing spectroscopy (FLNS) of PARa
in organic glasses is the alternative oolid state approach to
be described here (8). Although low temperatures (-4 K)
electronic molecular absorption spectra in £Iasses are severely
broadened (FWRM of vibronic bands -200 cm") due to site
inhomogeniety, narrow laser line excitation near (vide infra)
the absorption origin of the fluorescent state affords sharp
lined fluorescence spectra. This effect in glasses was first
observed by Personov and co·workers (9). The same effect
in mixed molecular crystals was observed using incoherent
monochromatic excitation as early as 1967 (10). FLNS is
simply a manifestation of the fact that only impurity sites
whose excitation profiles overlap with the laser frequency
profile are able to fluoresce. It is most pronounced at low
temperature (--4 K) where impurity site interconversion rates
are not competitive with fluorescence. Frequently, the re­
ported vibronic Iinewidths in lin~ narrowed spectra are laser
limited, Le., the homogeneous fluorescence Iinewidth is
narrower than the laser linewidth.

Organic glasses were the media of choice for our FLNS
studies for the following reasons: I'AH solubility and con·
centration gradient problems are minimized.. high optical
quality which minimizes laser scattering. broad impurity
absorption Iinewidths which facilitate PAH excitation, and
their potential for accepting water. The latter property allows
for direct analysis of contaminated water samples, vide infra.
At the outset. we realized that the applicability of FLNS for
PAH measurements would be limited primarily by the glass
characteristics. After surveying several different glasses, the
1:1 glycerol:HzO system was found to be almost ideal. Glass
formation at T ~4.2 K is facile (l5'min cool down time from
room temperature with no glass cracking). the glass has a high
water content. and the high glass quality is reproducible.
These properties will be emphasized in what follows.

A full description of the FLNS system will be given at a
later date. Briefly. it consists of a 3·L Pope Scientific double
nested glass liquid He Dewar with quartz optical windows
(hold time -6 h), and a Control '553 U Ar-ion laser with UV
output at 363.8, 351.4. 351.1. 335.8, 334.5. and 333.6 om. Laser
powers delivered at the sample are typically 100,30, 110. 20,
20, and 20 mW, respectively. Spatial separation of the laser
lines is achieved with external prisms. Saturation effects at
these power levels are negligible. The detection electronics
include a photon counting system. although the data presented
here were obtained using conventional analog detection with
a cooled EMI 9558 QB PMT. A McPherson Model 218
1/3·meter spectrometer was utilized. unless otherwise stated,
at a O.I·nm resolution with slits collinear to the laser beam.
Thin walled plastic culture tubes (I·em o.d.) are used for glass
formation and are at least 85% transmitting at all excitation
wavelengths.

It is worth noting that molecular absorption spectra of
species imbedded in organic glasses can be subject to the
phenomenon known as laser induced nonphotochemical hole
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Table I. Comparilon of the Une-Nurowed Fluoreocence
Speclnlm of Pyrene In a 1:1 Glycerol-Ethanol Gu at
4.2 K with the Fluorescence Spectra of Pyrene In
Biphenyl and Fluorene at ca. 10 KG

Ouoreneb biphenylb rIa_c analyail

26690 vs 26734 VB 26902 VB arieID
410 s 408 vs 408 rna 408. A.
459 m 456 m 460 w 456, B,.
697 m 596. 592 w 696. A.
738m 736s 134m 736.B,.m:' :~~ ~ 805 rna ~Ox\~~

1066 rna 1063 s 1068 w 1063. A.

~m:, g~~:::"w g~g: ~~~1~ ~lfl _ 1
1246 IDS 1240,1246 s 1243 mw 1240. "-
1336 w 1332 vw 1330 mw 696 + 7~6

~:~~: ~:~~ : ~:~~ ~ ~~~8~ ~~63
1555 IDS 1562. 1550 mw 1552. A.

a The position of the origin is given in em-I and is
vacuum corrected for the mixed-crystal spectra. All
other entrics show differences from the origin. b Linea
of "medium" strength, or greater, have been taken from
reference 15 as has the analysis above. C Spectrum
excited by Xu = 363.8 nm, 90 mW at the sample.

burning (1 I). The hole burning does affect fluorescence
intensities but only to a small extent and, fortunately. in a
way that would not affect the analytical capabilities of FLNS
in organic glasses (12). Glycerol was found to exhibit suf­
ficiently low background fluorescence to permit its use without
further purification. For example. we were unable to detect
pyrene and anthracene in blank glycerol:HzO glasses.

The greatest amount of fluorescence line narrowing is
obtained when Au (excitation wavelength) lies within the
absorption origin of the fluorescent state, 8,. As the excess
vibrational energy in 8 1 provided by Xes increases, the
probability of exciting different vibrational sublevels belonging
to different sites of a given impurity incre..... Ultimately.
when excitation is into a very spectrally congested region. the
fluorescence line narrowing effect is essentially completely 106t.
This behavior is shown in Figure I for pyrene in a 1:1 gly·
cerol:ethanol glass. The prominent band near 372 nm in the
upper spectrum is the principal fluorescence origin. The
363.8·nm laser line corresponds to excitation ca. 560 cm-I

above the zero-point level of 8,. The origin's linewidth is 0.16
nm (instrument limited). The fluorescence spectrum is quite
detailed and can be compared with the very sharp fluorescence
spectra of pyrene obtainable in mixed crystals at low tem·
perature, see Table I. The weak but sharp band to lower'
energy of the principal origin (at 370.6 nm) is a eecondary
pyrene fluorescence origin due to different pyrene sites than
those which contribute to the major origin. In the middle
spectrum, the excess vibrational energy provided by the ".,.
= 351.1. 351.4 nm doublet is -1600 cm'l. Note that the
principal fluorescence origin exhibits a prominent doublet
(splitting = 0.3 nm) due to excitation with the two different
laser lines. The doublet component Iinewidths are 0.3 nm.
Finally. in the lower spectrum. the average excess vibrational
energy is -3000 em" and no sharp structure is obllerved. The
origin Iinewidth is 1.7 nm, and this width equals the
fluorescence linewidths due to anyone of the three laser lines
(as verilled by spectra obtained using each of theee three laser
lines individually). Behsvior similar to that depictAld in Figure
I has been reported previously (8.9). The spectra suggest the
potential advantage to be gained by using a tunable dye laser
to generate the FLNS of PAHa. Only then can ona be 8lllIUI'ed
of generating sharp line fluorescence spectra for all species.
The additional advantage of tunability ill thaHt providea a
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degree of selective excitation which will greatly simplify the on the intramolecular zero-phonon vibrational bands. While
analysis of complex mixtures. When Au lies above the ab- the matrix used for these studies is formally a glass. we observe
sorption origin of 8 constitutent molecule, that molecule will structures in our spectra which are similar to ones observed
not be electronically excited and will not fluoresce. Thus in in crystal spectra. We use the term "phonon" broadly for we
a mixture of two isomers, e.g., anthracene and phenanthrene. cannot envision the effective delocalization of a vibrational
which are known to be difficult to resolve using conventional mode throughout the glass matrix. The side bands may be
GC·MS techniques (13). the excitation wavelength may be intimately connected with the solvent cage-excited molecule
chosen to excite anthracene while being too low in energy to interaction and, in fact. the relative magnitude of the phonon
excite phenanthrene, thereby resolving the mixture. wing to the 0-0 line varies from one glass to another. The

With our existing laser. sharp line spectra in glycerol:water 363.8-nm excitation wavelength is -1100 em" above the
glasses have been obtained for many PAHs including pyrene, fluorescence origin and at least partially explains why the
anthracene. phenanthrene, azulene, 9·methylanthracene, anthracene zero-phonon Iinewidths are somewhat broader than
triphenylene. and chrysene. Attention has been focused on those of pyrene (lower spectrum). The lower spectrum agrees
pyrone and anthracene since their absorption spectra are quite well with that in Figure I particularly since the glasses are
compatible with the 363.8·nm laser line. Representative different. The lower two spectra in Figure 2 were obtained
spectra are shown in Figure 2. The upper spectrum is that at a sensitivity 5X greater than the upper one. We note that
of anthracene (as verified by vibrational analysis) with the the middle spectrum corresponds to an equal mixture of
principal fluorescence origin near 380 nm. The broader feature anthracene and pyrene (lOO-ppb concentration). Comparison
built on the origin and displaced 0.5 nm (35 em") to lower of the pyrene fluorescence intensities in the two lower spectra
energy is a phonon side band. Similar structure can be seen gave us the flfSt indication that the glycerol:water glass quality
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12 ppm Atl1liRAC[N[
,to GL YC[ROL • 1120 :> 4 GLASS
363.81YT1 LASER [XCITATION

100 ppb ANTHRACEN[
\00 ppb PYRENE

MiXTURE ". GLYCEROL. H20 :> 4 GLASS
3638".,., LAS[R [KCITATION

Table II. Calibration Data

pyrene anthracene

peak peak
concn, height, conen, height,

ppb ~Ao ppb ~Ao

5 0.006 1 0.0024
10 0.014 5 0.010
50 0.061 10 0.021

100 0.120 50 0.098
500 0.560 100 0.170

1000 1.0 500 1.0
3000 2.8 1000 1.8

3000 3.9
least squares least squares
correlation corr~lation

coefficient = cae ffiden t =
0.993 0.989

t--+----+---l--f---+--+-----j-------i
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Q The origin, zero phonon, line was measured (back·
ground corrected). Between two and five points were
taken at each concentration with an average preelsion,
calculated as the average deviation, of 8%.

Within the near future, the FLNS system will be expanded
to include a tunable NTPumpcd dye laser, a gated detection
system, and a rapid scan intensified diode array spectrometer.
In this way, the resolution (selectivity) will be significantly
enhanced, both through selective excitation and temporal
discrimination. The addition of a diode array spectrometer
promises to ensure that 8 convenient analysis time for even
complex multicomponent samples can be maintained.

In summary, it is our belief that laser induced FLNS of
fluorescing organic pollutants such as the PAHs in organic
glasses will develop into a practical analytical tool poosesaing
the attributes discussed earlier. The high selectivity (reso­
lution of structural isomers) and ability to analyze contam­
inated water samples directly (without preseparation of the
contaminants) are particularly noteworthy.390.0 385.0 380.0 315.0 :Ho.O 3£>5.0

). (nm]

400.1 3'Y.:1.0

240 ppb PYR~N[

". GLYCEROL. "'20 ~ 4 GLt.SS
3638r.m Lt.S[R [KCIlt-lION

Figure 2. Resolution of a mlxtll'e of two PAHs ttvough fluorescence
line narrowing spectrometry. AU spectra were measured at 4.2 K and
axched by x.. = 363.8 nm

might be sufficiently reproducible to permit quantitative
measurements on PAHs without having to resort to internal
standards.

That this is the case has been firmly established for both
pyrene and anthracene. The data for concentrations ranging
between 3 ppm and I ppb are contained in Table II. For both,
the principal fluorescence origin peak height was used for
calibration. The linearity between peak height and con·
centration expected in the low concentration regime is ob­
served, cf. caption to Table II. The following points deserve
emphasis. (i) Data in Table 11 were obtained using mixtures
of pyrene and anthracene with the concentration of the PAH
of interest varying between 0.2 and 5.0 times the concentration
of the other component. (ii) Data were collected over a 3-day
period so that more than three liquid helium Dewar prepa·
rations and liquid helium transfers were involved. (iii) Facile
glass formation of glycerol:H,O permitted analysis of -15
samples during a G-h period.

In regard to the first point, one would not expect Forster
energy transfer (14) for the concentration levels used in our
studies to be operative and the linearity of our data is con·
sistent with this assertion. We have prepared quite complex
multicomponent PAH samples containing known amounts of
pyrene and anthracene and have found their analysis to be
unaffected by the other species. At the present time, real
samples are being analyzed for PAHs such as phenanthrene,
anthracene, chrysene, and pyrene.
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Fluorescence Labeling of Dicarboxylic Acids for High Performance
Liquid Chromatographic Separation

Sir: Easy and efficient methods arc needed for the sep­
aration and detection of dicarboxylic acids in urine or ill blood
serum. Present methods frequently involve the derivatization
of the acids for separation and identification by GC or GC-MS.
Jellum (I) bas recently reviewed tbe use of GC-MS in the
analysis of organic acid in body nuids.

The analysis of dicarhoxylic acids and ",-keto acids by
HPLC is not yet widespread. One of the major reasons for
that fact lies in tbe lack of a suitably sensitive detector for
all but the aromatic acids. Some attempts have been made
to use the quinoxalone derivatives of n"·keto acid (viz., 2) in
HPLC. The quinoxalone reagent is highly selective toward
a-keto acids, and the derivative can be detected by UV or
fluorescence. Phenacyl derivativcs of dicarboxylic acids have
been used in HPLC in conjunction with a UV detector (3).

RecenUy Dunges (-1) has reported the use of 4-bromo­
metbyl-7-methoxycoumarin (Br·Mmc) as a fluorescence la·
beling reagent in the TLC analysis of fatty acids. Dunges et
aJ. (5) have reported an imprcl\'cd procedure using croy.'11 ether.
Lam and Grushka further improved the methodology by using
a crown ether catalyst (6) and they have separated the de­
rivatives using reversed phase HPLC. Diinges, in his work
(4.5), reported that the dicarboxylic acids could not be de­
rivatized witb Br-Mmc.

Fluorescence labeling in conjunction with HPLC i~ at­
tractive since the detection limits are quite low. To the best
of our knowledge, however, the preparation and separation
of fluorescing derivatives of dicaruoxylic acid have not been
attempted. This is somewhat surprising in view of the
physiological importance of these compounds. The present
paper described the procedure by which the Mmc derivatives
of dicarboxylic acids and (l-kelo acids can be formed. Use is
being made of the fact that the potassium salts nf the acids
can be transferred t.o an aprotic solvent with crown ethers.
The carboxylate ions in an aprotic solvent are rather reactive,
tbus facilitaling alkylation reactions. The derivatives of the
acids can then be separated by HPLC and detected with a
fluorometer.

EXPERIMENTAL

Apparatus. The liquid chromatograph consisted of a model
396 Milton Roy Minipump (LDC. Riveria Beach, Fla.), and a
Gilson (Middletown, Wis.) Spectra/Glo fluorometer. The ex­
citation filter had a maximum transmittance at 360 nm and the
emission filter had a cut-off valve of 400 nm. The samples werc
introouced via a Rheodyne injection valve model 70-10 purchased
from Altex Scientific Co. <Berkeley, Calif.). The stainless steel
column, 22.3 em X 4.2 mm i.d., was packed by the conventional
slurry technique with elll bonded Partisil 10.

Regents. PartisillO was obtained from Whatman Co. (Clifton,
N.J.). The dicarboxylic acids, IS-crown-6. DNS (5·dimethyl­
amin~l·naphtha1enesulfonyl chloride), Rnd solvents were obtained
from various sources and used without further purification.
4-Bromomethyl-7-methoxycoumarin (Br-Mmc) was prepared
according to Secrist et 01. (7). The a-keto acids were obtained
from Sigma Chemical Co. (St Louis, Mo.) and were used without
further purification. The mobile phase consisted of various ratios
of reagent grade methanol and distilled, deionized water.

Procedure. The derivatives were prepared by adding 4-6 mg
!l8DIples of the acids, 3-4 mg of K,CO" and 1-2 mg of crown ether
to a 5O-mL round bottom flask, and dissolving the mixture in 10
mL of a previously prepared solution of 4-bromomethyl-7­
methoxycoumarin in acetone (0.15 g in 100 roL acetone). The
reaction fiask was placed in a preheaWd oil bath at 80-90 ·C where
it was allowed to reflux for 1 h. Samples for injection were

. -~-_ ..•,.. .0.... ,.", I." "'0' .... "''',I: 'O:~

Figure 1. Study of the rate of derivative formation. The acid being
derivatized is 5uberic acid

/'
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FtgIXe 2. Relationship between the detector response and the amount
of acid (azelaIc) used in the reaction

obtained directly from the product solution without further
treatment.

The injection \Vas made with a 25-JlL syringe. The chroma­
tograms are ~iven in terms of relatin:' intensity. Capacity ratios
for the a-keto acids were measured relative to DNS. All the
chromatographic runs were made at ambient temperatures.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The excitation and emission Spectrll of the Mmc derivatives
are described elsewhere (5, 6). Lam and Grushka (6) have
studied various dcrivotization schemes of mono acids with
Br-Mmc. They have shown that the usc of K,CO, to form
the sail prior to the phase transfer yields an excellent
compromise between the ease of the procedure and the rate
of derivative formation. Using crown ether, the reaction time
was reduced drastically from that reported by Dunges (4). As
indicated earlier, DOnges could not derivatize dicarboxylic
acids. It was felt that with the crown ether transferring the
dicarboxylatc to an organic solvent, the derivatization reaction
with Br-Mmc can be accelerated. Figure 1 shows the result
of a reaction rate study. The amount of suberic acid-Mmc
ester is plotted vs. the reaction time. The amount of ester
formed is proportional to the peak height ratios, i.e., the height
of the suberic ester relative to that of the anthracene internal
standard. The figure shows that derivatization can take place
and that the reaction is essentially completed in 1 h. However,
sufficient acid is derivatized in a 15- to 30-minute period to
give reproducible response with the fluorescence detector.

The products of the derivatization procedure should be
proportional to the amount of the starting acids. Figure 2
shows a typical result. A plot of the peak height of azelaic
acid-Mmc derivative relative to anthracene vs. the amount
of the acid introduced to the reaction varied yields a straight
line. Each experimental point was obtained after a reaction

0003-2700118/0350-1398$01.0010 <tI 1978 Amet'lcan Chemical Society
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Table L k' Capacity Ratioa (Relative to DNS) of
Some Q'Keto Acida'"

a-keto acids

glyoxalic
pyruvic
Q-ketobutyric
oxalacetic
a-ketoglutaric

k'

4.25
4.72
7.01
5.97
1.99

b 1'0 I~

MIN
Figure 3. Separation of dicarboxylic acid derIvatives on a e,1 column.
Detector: fluorometer. Mobile phase: 55% water/methanol: flOw rate:
2.33 mUmln. (1) malonic. (2) succinic, (3) glutaric. (4) adipic

MIN
Figure 4. Separation of dicarboxylic acid derivatives on a GIll column.
Detector: fluorometer. Mobile phase: 50% water/methan~; flow rate:
3.30 mL/mln. (1) pimelic. (2) suberlc. (3) azelaic. (4) sebaclc

period of 1 h. The straight line indicates that the procedure
is suitable for quantitative purposes.

Figures 3 and 4 show some chromatographic separations
of several dicarboxylic acids. Although no attempts were made
to optimize the resolution and maximize the number of acid
separated, il is clear from the figures thal a methanol gradient
can be used to separate the C, to C,o dicarboxylic acid. with
little difficulty. Oxalic acid. nol shown in the figure. can be
derivatized rather easily.

To ascertain the detection limits, two different samples of
azelaic acid were derivatized. The resultant derivative so--

a CII.Partisil 10 column, 50% water/methanol mobile
phasc. Flowrate: 0.71 mL/min.

lutions were diluted successively and injected into the
chromatograph until the signal was twice the noise level. The
detection limit was found to be about 2 x 10.10 mol.

a·Keto acid can also be derivatized using the above pro­
cedure. Table I shows the capacity ratios, h', of several such
dcids. DNS was used as the inert peak in the calculations of
the k'values. The large differences in the k'values indicates
that the acids show in Table I can be resolved easily. The
retention order of oxa)acetic acid and a-ketoglutaric acid
should be compared with that of succinic and glutaric acid.
It is not clear to us why the shorter oxalacetic acid should elute
before the longer a·ketoglutaric acid. Note that the keto
monoacids elute according to the chain length: the longer the
chain, the larger the k' value.

It is clear from the results shown above that a crown ether
can be used to catalyze the formation of Mrnc derivatives of
dicarboxylic acids as well as a·keto acids. The derivatization
reaction is simple, straightforward, and it can be used in
quantitation studies. The reagent Br·Mmc is attractive for
the following reason. In the analysis scheme used here, the
reagent itself does not fluoresce, thus eliminating possible
interferences from unreacted Br·Mmc. The disadvantages
of the method are minor: (l) the Mmc derivatives slowly
hydrolyze in the presence of water; (2) the reagent and the
derivatives decompose when exposed to light over a long
period of time. Consequently, all solutions should be prepared
within a short time before analysis. These minor disad·
vantages are compensated for by the ease of preparation and
sensitive detection.
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AIDS FOR ANALYTICAL CHEMISTS

Chemiluminescence Method for Atmospheric Monitoring of
Nitric Acid and Nitrogen Oxides

Darrell W. Joseph and Chester W. Spicer"

Bane/Ie. Columbus Laboratories, 505 King Avenue, Columbus. Ohio 43201

The det.ermination of gaseous nil ric acid in the lower at·
mosphere has frustratffi atmospheric scientists for many years.
Measurement of nitric acid is important to our understanding
of the fate of nitrogen oxides in the atmosphere, the mech·
anisms of particulate nitrate formation, and the potential
health and ecological (e.g., acid precipitation) effects of the
acid.

In 1973, we described (1) a coulometric monitor for gaseous
nitric acid which we subsequently employed in both smog
chamber (2) and field (3) studies of the kinetics of NO. reo
actions and the fate of nitrogen oxides in the atmosphere. We
have recently reconfirmed the validity of the coulometric
monitor in smog chamber comparisons with 8 Jong path
Fourier Transform infrared spectrophotometer (4). Unfor­
tunately, however, the coulometric monitor is not ideally suited
to all sampling requirements. Its detection limit of a few parts
per billion and its long response time (due to the subtractive
nature of the analysis) make it particularly unsuitable for
either remote tropospheric measurements or aircraft studies
of plumes. To accommodate these situations, we have recently
developed two new techniques for atmospheric nitric acid
monitoring. The first is a dual filter technique (5, 6) which
makes use of a quartz prefilter and a Nylon backup filter to
simultaneously separate and collect particulate nitrate and
gaseous nitric acid. This technique is applicable to very low
nitric acid concentrations and has been employed for both
urban studies and airborne plume investigations. A related
procedure has been employed by Okite et aI. (7) to study nitric
acid in the atmosphere in Japan, and La7.8rus and Gandrud
(8) to collect stratospheric nitric acid.

The second technique involves a rapid and sensitive method
for simultaneously monitoring NO. and nitric acid by
chemiluminescence. This method has a sufficiently rapid
response that it can be employed for airborne plume studies,
and it has the potential to be significantly more sensitive than
the coulometric procedure. The remainder of this paper will
be devoted to a description of this new monitor and its op­
erating characteristics.

EXPERIMENTAL

A Thermo Electron Corporation Model 14·D chemilumines­
cence nitrogen oxides monitor was employed for these studies.
This is 8 dual channel monitor which, in its normal configuration,
provides simultaneous measurement of both NO and NOlO A
molybdenum catalyst operating in the 400-500 °C temperature
range is employed in the NO. channel to reduce NO:z to NO for
measurement.

We have modified the chemiluminescence instrument to si­
multaneously monitor NO, and HNO, by reorganizing the in­
strument as shown in Figure 1. A second molybdenum catalyst
was installed in what was originaUy the NO flow system of the
instrument. Both catalysts are maintained in an oven where they
are held at the same oonstent (350-400 ·C) temperature. A 47-mm
nylon f1Iter in a Teflon filter holder was inserted just ahead of
the Mb catalyst in the NO flow system. We have previously shO\\ll
that the nylon filter quantitetively scrubs HNO, while passing

NO and NOz• The sample line orifice was moved to the fronl of
the Teflon sample line so that most of the sample tubing is
maintained under partial vacuum. A Teflon filter ahead of the
orifice removes ambient particulate matter.

In operation, the sample gas is split after entering the in­
strument, part of the sample passing through a Mb catalyst and
on to the reaction cell, the remainder passing first through the
nylon filter and then through a second catalyst to the reaction
cell. The former flow path produces 8 continuous signal which
represents the total NO, concentration of the sample, including
HNO,. The sample which passes through the nylon filter yields
s signal which represents the concentration of total NO, less
HNOJ. The instrument electronics automatically subtract the
two channels to generate a signal proportional to the concentration
of nitric acid in the sample ~as.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Several criteria must be met if the modified chemilu­
minescence instrument is to serve as 8 J{aseous nitric acid
monitor. The catalytic converter must quantitatively reduce
nitric acid to NO, the nylon filter mllst quantitatively remove
nitric acid, and the filter must not remove other atmospheric
species which yield a chemiluminescent response. Results
which demonstrate that these three criteria arc met are
described below, followed by a discussion of instrument
characteristics.

Response to Gaseous Nitric Acid. In order to test the
response of the chemiluminescence monitor to gaseous nitric
acid, low ppm concentrations of the acid were prepared in the
Battelle-Columbus 17 m' smog chamber. nry N, was sat­
urated with gaseous nitric acid by bubbling through a
HNO,/H,sO. mixture. After passing through a quartz fiber
filter, the N, stream was then diluted in the smog chamber
at 50% relative humidity. After dilution of the nitric acid,
the chamber was found to be essentially particle-free by an
electrical aerosol analyzer; all the nitric acid was in the gas
phase. The resulting nitric ocid concentration was simul­
taneously monitored with the chemiluminescence monitor and
the Battelle microcoulometric nitric acid monitor described
elsewhere (J. 4). The microcoulometric instrument was
calibrated with ppm concentrations of both HCI and HNO,.
It has been \'alidated by both a colorimetric method (3) and
long path Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (4).

The results of simultaneous measurements by the micro­
coulometric instrument and the chemiluminescence monitor
are shown in Figure 2. The chemiluminescence monitor was
calibrated prior to these experiments with a NBS NO,
permeation tube. The agreement between the two instruments
is quite good except at the highest concentration, where the
operating range of the microcoulometer is exceeded (9). The
agreement between the two monitoring techniques confirms
the quantitative response of the chemiluminescence monitor
to gaseous nitric acid. Studies recently conducted at the
California Air Industrial Hygiene Laboratory (10) also
demonstrate good agreement for nitric acid measurements
among a chemiluminescence instrument, a coulometric

OOO~2700178/035O-"OO$O1.00/0 10 1978 American ChorTWcat Sodety
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FIgure 3. Chemiluminescence response uncle< varying condtIona

Table I. Effect of Nylon Filter on Chemilumin...,ence
Response to NO and NO, (RH -50%)

Gas concentration upstream Concentration downstream
oC nylon filter oC nylon filter

0.030 ppm NO 0.031 ppm
. 0.074 ppm NO 0.074 ppm
0.550 ppm NO 0.552 ppm
3.20 ppm NO 3.20 ppm
0.068 ppm NO, 0.067 ppm
0.600 ppm NO, 0.598 ppm
1.2 ppm NO, 1.20 ppm
0.074 ppm NO, 0.068 ppm 0.142 ppm

N02 mixture

Figure 2. Coulometrlc vs. chernikJrrli"lescet response tv gaseous nitric
acid

monitor, and a wet chemical analysis method.
We have noticed a decay in the chemiluminescence response

to nitric acid after long exposures to high (ppm) concen­
trations. The catalytic converter apparently loses efficiency
under these conditions because of poisoning. However, a few
hours of sampling clean air at an elevated catalyst temperature
usually restores efficiency. The response also appears variable
at high relative humidities (>80%). This seems to be due to
adsorption/desorption effects within the instrument and
sampling lines. Heating the sampling lines and placing the
sample orifice as close to the sampling point as possible
minimizes this phenomenon.

Removal of Nitric Acid by tbe Nylon Filter. The
quantitative removal of gaseous nitric acid from air by nylon
has been discussed elsewhere (1-4). Further confirmation of
nitric acid scrubbing by nylon filters is presented in Figures
3 and 4. In both of these figures the solid line represents the
total chemiluminescence signal (NO, + HNO,j after catalytic
reduction; the dashed line represents the signal obtained when
the sample passes through a nylon ruter prior to the catalytic
converter. The dashed line has been offset slightly in the
figures so that it is distinguishable from the solid line.

In Figure 3, both channels of the monitor respond equally
to NO, in the chamber. Equal response is also evident after
nitric acid is added to the chamber. When the nylon filter
is inserted in the NO, sample stream however, the response
of the NO, channel drops back to the original NO, level in
the chamber. This signifies quantitative removal of the nitric
acid by the filter. After some loss of the nitric acid to the
chamber walls, the ruter was removed and the responses of
botb cbannels were again equivalent.

The same effect is observed in the experiment represented
by Figure 4. The responses of both channels of the monitor
are equivalent for NO, NO" and a mixture of NO, and HNO,.
When the nylon ruter is inserted in one channel however, the
response of that channel falls back to the NO, concentration.
When the filter is removed, the signals become equal once
again.

The results of these experiments agree with our earlier work
(J, 4) and confirm the quantitative removal of gaseous nitric
acid from air by nylon filters.

Interferences. In order to interfere witb nitric acid
measurement by the modified chemiluminescence monitor,
a substance must be reduced to NO by the catalytic converter
and must be wholly or partially scrubbed by the nylon ftIter.
Potentially significant interferences are NO, NO" and PAN.
The concentration of gases sucb as N,O., HONO, and
HOONO, are not expected to reach higb enougb concen­
trations under normal atmospheric conditions to cause in·
terference, even if they met the above criteria.

All three of the potentially interfering gases, NO, No" and
PAN yield a chemiluminescence response after passing
through the catalytic converter. Therefore, tbese gases will
interfere with nitric acid measurements if they are removed
by the nylon filter. The removal of NO and NO, by nylon
filters bas been discussed in our earlier work (1--4). Nitric
oxide is not affected by the nylon filter, even at high con­
centrations. This is confirmed in Figure 4, wbere no difference
was observed between the signals of the filtered and wUiltered
channels for 3,2 ppm NO. The results of some additional NO
experiments are sbown in Table I.

Table I also demonstrates that the nylon filter does not
remove NO, at concentrations up to at least 1.2 ppm. Figure
4 shows an experiment with 1.2 ppm NO, at -55% relative
bumidity. Tbe presence or absence of the ruter bas no effect
on the chemilumin~cesignal. The data pnllleIlted in Table
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Figwe 4. Chemiluminescence response

I and Figure 4 agree with our previous results and confirm
that NO, is not removed by nylon filters (up to at least 1.2
ppm) and therefore does not interfere with nitric acid
monitoring by the modified chemiluminescence monitor.

To determine whether PAN is removed from air by nylon
filters, we conducted an experiment to measure PAN removal
directly. PAN was generated in a 2QO-L Pyrex smog chamber
by the photolysis of ethyl nitrite. An electron capture gas
chromatograph was used to monitor PAN. Once the PAN
concentration had stabilized, a known flow rate of chamber
air was passed through a nylon filter and tbe PAN concen­
tration monitored behind the ruter. After an induction period,
during which PAN is adsorbed by the filter, PAN breaks
through the filter and the downstream concentration ulti­
mately reaches the upstream concentration. A plot of
downstream PAN concentration vs. time describes an "S"
curve. After integration, the area above the curve up to the
source concentration can be used along with the flow rate to
compute the capacity of the filter to adsorb and remove PAN.
The capacity of nylon filters is similar to Teflon filters and
is extremely low. Our results indicate that only about 8 ng
of PAN can be removed by the nylon filter. Other studies
(11) have confirmed the lack of significant nitrate collection
by nylon filters exposed to PAN.

Since neither NO nor NO, nor PAN arc affected by the
nylon filter employed in the chemiluminescence nitric acid
monitor, none of these gases constitute an interference to nitric
acid measurement.

Characteristics of the Chemiluminescence Nitric Acid
Monitor. A number of important operating characteristics
of the chemiluminescence monitor are discussed in the fol­
lowing paragraphs.

Conversion Temperature. One of the important variables
affecting the operation of the modified chemiluminescence
monitor is catalyst temperature. Figure 3 shows the variation
in chemiluminescence output when the catalytic converter
temperature is varied from 300 ·C, The figure shows a steady
1068 of nitrogen compounds (due to dilution and wall losses
of HN0.l which is unaffected by converter temperature. Our

:"'r - --f------------------

Timf

studies suggest that the conversion of HNO, and NO, to NO
is quantitative above 300 ce. In practice we operate aUf
instrument at 350 °e, to provide a margin of safety.

Response Time. For many practical applications of the
instrument described here, response time can be quite im­
portant. For example, the use of the instrument for airborne
monitoring (the monitor has now been employed for both
power plant and urban plume monitoring by aircraft) requires
relatively rapid response in order to resolve spatial variations
in NO, and HNO, concentrations. We have determined the
response time of the monitor by increasing the NO.1: con­
centration in a step change while following the instrument
output at a high recorder speed. With the instrument
electronics set for a 5-s Hme constant (via an internal switch
provided by the manufacturer), we observed 90'70 response
to the step change in concentration in 14 s. While this re­
sponse time is adequate for many applications, a more rapid
response would be useful for certain types of studies (e.g.,
power plant plume traverses). Future work will concentrate
on improving this response.

Noise. The instrumental "noise" of the output signal is a
function of the time constant setting mentioned above. With
a time constant of 10 s, we observe noise in the output signal
equivalent to ±8 ppb NO,. Using a time constant of 60 s, the
noise drops to ±4 ppb. Chemiluminescence monitors are now
being built with significantly lower noise levels. The minimum
detectable concentration of these improved instruments should
be on the order of tenths of a ppb.

Protection. A 5-l'm Teflon filter in a Teflon filter holder
at the inlet to the monitor has no effect on the response of
the instrument to NO, or HNO, and does not influence
operating characteristics. In order to protect the sample orifice
and other delicate components of the system, we recommend
the use of such a prefilter.
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Switchboard for Experimental and Computer Networking

Sleven B, Schram and David H, Freeman'

Department of Chemistry. University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland 20742

Figure'. PietlKe of EIA-A5-232 Interlace plug

FlglKe 2. The standard cooneetor alows two devlces to COl1YTU1Icate
with each other

It may be desirable to link several devices serially, as shown
in Figure 3. However, this requires that the connector be
modified to carry out this initial use of a network arrangement.

We have modified our connectors by attaching a mating
plug that has been altered by shorting pins 5, 6, 8, and 20
together. This process provides pins 5, 6, and 8 (clear w send;
data set ready; carrier detect) with a positive voltage from pin
20 (data terminal "ready"); this is normally provided by the
conventional connection. Information now depends on two
other data pins plus a ground connection pin: pin 2 is used
for rereived data; pin 3 for transmitted data, and pin 7 is the
ground. Broad nexihility can now be achieved if wirea from
theae three pins are brought from each mating plug, one for

I""".""',,. :I-------~

FlglKe 3. The modified cooneclor allows a device to receive from one
devk;e, and transmit to another. The arrow (-) refers to the di'ection
of signal transmission. The ground connection Is not shown

The use of computer compatible equipment in analytical
laboratories is becoming- very prevalent. Laboratory ex­
periments and computer components are usually coupled
together using teletype-compatible communications links.
This technique is limited if more than two devices are to be
coupled in parallel. In that case, it is 8dvantageous to connect
them in a network that is conducive for full automation, so
that data input, analysis, control, and output can be performed
automatically. This process would tend to be viewed as data
bus architecture in terms of computer engineering, while the
logic of component interconnection is of principal concern to
the now of analytical data. When the latter becomes com­
plicated, the use of switchboard networks become advanta­
geous.

Such networks have been described in the analytical and
engineering literature (1-6). For example, a recent article by
Dessy (7) discusses many of the options that are available.

In this article, we will present one possible solution to the
problem of connecting serial communications devices together
in a versatile fashion. This is a real problem, and although
this solution is not the only one possible (and indeed it may
not be useful in some circumstances), this represents a simple,
strictly mechanical approach that can be easily implemented
by any interested party. The problem can be approached
quite simply in the following way.

Teletype compatible devices send on one wire, and receive
on another. The signals are encoded in current (20-rnA current
loop) or voltage (RS-232 in USA; CCITI' in Europe) changes.
Current devices appear less frequently in newer equipment,
and these can be modified to the voltage format using simple
transistor circuiting (8, 9). Voltage signals are easily networked
provided that the transmission characteristics are standardized
between all of the connected devices.

Standardization between devices must include the trans­
mission rate (Baud rate) and the transmission language. The
usual languages are ASCII (American Standard Code for In­
formation Interchange). BAUDOT (similar to ASCII), or EBCIJIC
(Extended Binary Coded Decimal Interchange Code). After
the devices are rate and code compatihle, network interfacing
can be achieved in a convenient way.

The most frequently encountered serial connector is the
8tandardized 25-pin EIA-RS-232 interface (Cannon DP-25,
M or F) as shown in Figure 1. Figure 2 diagrams the closed
loop that is formed if 1hia conneewr is used to link two devices.
Note that the two devices can communicate only with each
other, Although 25-pin connections are involved, it 8hould
be noted that only three of the connections are actually used.

0003-270017810350-1403$01.0010 e 1978 American ChemicaJ SocIety
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Figure 5. The lines stgnify Jumper cables. The directIon 01 data Is
indicated by the arrow. Data comes from the experiment, to the
microprocessor. from the microprocessor to the minIcomputer, and
from the minicomputer to the printer

Figure 6. The printer sequentially monitors Instructions sent by the
rMic<lrrjlu1e< to the microprocessor, and the mlcroprocessor's response
to the Instruction

each device, to an interface switchboard.
In the switchboard, all grounds from pins 7 are tied Ulgether.

Paired inpuHlUtput sets of banana jack receptacles. one pair
for each device, are located on the switchboard panel. Lines
from pins 2 connect to one side of the receptacles while lines
from pins 3 connect to the other side (Figure 4). A short
jumper cable can now be used to carry an input signal to one
or more of the desired output terminals. To illustrate this,
the configuration in Figure 3 is obtained using the switchboard
as shown in Figure 5.

Other configurations are easily visualized. Figure 6 shows
how 8 Texas Instruments printer can sequentially monitor
the output of two different devices. Note that no buffering
or handshaking capability is included, which means that if
there is a lack of suitable control or priority. then there could
be a mixture of data and subsequent jumble of output. In
this case, our Wang 2200 minicomputer output is sent si­
multaneously to our Technico 9900 microprocessor and
printer. Since the microprocessor does not respond until the
entire insLruction is re<:eived (and hence completely printed),
the response to the printer is not mixed. and is printed
aeparate from the original instruction. Thus, provided that
only one aignal. at one time, is sent to the printer, any number
of output devices can be monitored. Since this operation
implies a logical "or", aU devices must have a reasonably high
output impedance (most do) for this to work as described. Any

unl "leRO- Imll- IlYaoA.U!
r..OTTU ,.ouuo_ COOV'UTU rUlfTu

C\r~'?/''''''~
ifD, dO,b.,~""

Figure 7. Experiment data afe ser:1 to the microprocessor and
minicomputer. The microprocessor sends averaged data to a ploner.
The mink;omputer sends reduced data to a mooem and a printer. The
modem sends 11 to another computer. The returned data Is receIved
by the modem and also sent to the printer

other RS-232 serially interfaced output device, (plotter, os­
cilloscope) could also he used instead of the printer.

Various combinations of signal transfers can be achieved.
We have used the switchboard to provide the configuration
shown in Figure 7.

This configuration is not possible with an unmodified
conne<:tor. Use of the modification with switchboard provides
both reliability and flexibility. Since all signals are present
at one location, design changes are easy to adapt. New
conflgurlltions are easy to test and implemenL This represents
a great savings in time, and offers the user expanded versatility
with regard to aignal processing.
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Variable-Temperature Cryogenic Trap for the Separation of Gas Mixtures

David J. Des Marais

Extraterrestrial Biology Division, Ames Research Center, NASA. MolteN Field, C8lifomle 94035

Cryogenic traps offer a clean, simple, and relatively rapid
means for resolving simple gas mixtures. This report describes
a continuously variable-temperature cold trap which can both
purify vacuum-line combustion producta for subsequent stable
isotopic analysis and isolate the methane and ethane con·
stituenta of natural gases. Murakami and Okamoto (I),
Crosmer et 01. (2), and Stump and Frozer (3) have previously
descrihed variable-temperature cold trap designs for specific
applications. I feel the trap described here embodies all the
important capabilities of these former designs, yet is generally
easier and less expensive to build and operate.

EXPERIMENTAL
Figure 1 is 8 schematic drawing of the cold trap. The trap is

V-shaped and consists of two O,&'J5.cm (O.25-in.) diameter by 6-cm
long pieces of stainless steel tubing (C) welded to. 3Q.cm segment
of Cajon flexible tubing (G) (part no. 321-4-X-12. Cajon Company,
32550 Old South Mile, Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44139). A 2Q.cm
long, welded stainless steel canister (D) surrounds the lower
portion of the trap. generating 8 3·mm annular air spe,.:e between
the canister and the flexible tubing. Asbestos-insulated 25-gauge
chromel A resistance wire (E) is wrapped around the nexible
tubing and brazed to Fiberglas·insulated copper wires which
emerge from the enclosure via a O.6..15-cm (O.25-io.) stainless steel
tube (F) and a vacuum epoxy feedthrough (B). A 30-gauge
chromel-alumelthermocouple (J) is brazed to the bottom of the
U-lrap. and the wire leads also emerge from the housing via the
steel tube (F) and the feed through (B), During use, the canister
is almost totally immersed in liquid nitrogen. A rubber stopper
(A) is inserted in the aperture near the vacuum feed through (B)
to prevent the condensation of liquid oxygen inside the enclosure.
The stopper is preferred to a morc permanent closure for reasons
of safety. Should a leak permit condensation to occur inside the
canister, the stoppered aperture would serve as 8 pressure release
valve for the confined g85.

In operation, a gas mixture to be resolved enters the evacuated
U-trap at room temperature. The trap canister is then almost
totally immersed in a liquid·nitrogen bath, cooling the U·trap as
heat flows across the 3-mm annular air space between the flexible
tubing and the canister wall. As the trap cools, the gas mixture
components condense sequentially according to their relative vapor
pressures. A3 Table I shows, about 12 min is required for the
bottom of the U-trap to attain liquid-nitrogen temperature.
Measurements made using traps with additional thermocouples
located at positions G and H (Figure 1) describe a thermal gradient
along the length of the trap, This gradient reflecla the steady-state
balance between heat flow from the flexible tube to the canister,
and beat flow into the tube from the warmer upper portions of
the trap assembly, As discussed by Crosmer et al. (2), Bucb a
thermal gradient promotes the fractionation of gas mixture
componenta. After the bottom of the trap (J) bas attained
liquid·nitrogen temperature, tbe possoge of current through the
resistance wire (E) worms the V·trap and permita the distillation
of successive gas components at trap temperatures optimal for
their resolution. Table I lisla the power requiremenla as a function
of temperature for a properly constructed trap, The consumption

Table I. Variable-Temperature Trap Thermal Behavior
and Power Consumption

time
(min)

power temp. ,C) at location alter
input LN,
(W) G H J immersion

0 25 25 25 0
0 a a -50 1
0 a a -108 2
0 a a -160 4
0 a a -190 8
0 -163 -190 -195 12
1 -153 -167 -175 b
2 -137 -153 -165 b
4 -103 -125 -145 b
8 -40 -78 -110 b

12 +9 -38 -75 b

a Not measured. b The trap usually requires about
1 min to increase its temperature 30 C1C and attain a new
steady-state thermal profile.

rate of liquid nitrogen is typically Jaw, even at "warmer" trap
temperatures. For example. when trap thennocouple J is at -110
°e, 8 \V of heater power is being balanced by a liquid·nitrogen
evaporation rate of approximately 4 mL/min.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The ability of the variable-temperature trap to separote gas

mixtures is shown in Table II, The first mixture represents
typical vacuum-line combustion producta of geochemical
samples such as rocks or marine sediments. Separation of the
individual gases of this mixture by the cold trap, facilitates
the measurement of their abundance and stable isotopic
compositions, CO, and SO, aliquots of known isotopic
composition were used in this demonstration. The gas
fractions distilled from the trap were quantified using a
mercury manometer. and subsequently analyzed for their
purity and isotopic composition using a Nuclide 6·60 RMS
mass spectrometer. The gas mixture was condensed in the
variable-temperature trap in the manner described earlier.
The trap was then warmed to -143 ·C and the volatilized CO,
was distilled for 5 min from the variable-temperature trap to
a liquid-nitrogen trap incorporated into the mercury ma­
nometer. Despite the substantially greater abundance of SO,
in the original gas mixture, the CO, recovered by this dis­
tillation was more than 99% pure, and had sustained little
isotopic fractionation. The trap was warmed to -85 ·C and
the SO, was distilled for 10 min into the mercury manometer.
Tbe SO, fraction also exhibited a very high purity and had
8ustoin"l! negligible iaotopic fractionation. The variable­
temperdture trap was then warmed to room temperature to
recover the H,O. The somewhat lower recovery achieved

This artlcIa not subject to U,S. Copyright, _ 1975 by tho Amarlcan ChamIcaI _
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Table n. Varlable·Temperatwe Trap Seperation of Gaa Mixlurea

fraction

initial mixture 2 3

24
0,0.01

d
0.5 t 0.05

d
14 t 1

-85
0.2 ± 0.04

d
58 ± 1

+0.1 ± 0.2
d

-143
6.4 ± 0.2

-0.2 ± 0.2
0.04 ± 0.01

d
d

6.4 ± 0.2c

o
59 ± 1

o
16 ± 1

combustion products

temp. al pl. J, ·C
C01 ,IJ.mol
6 1 'C, %0"

SOJ,IJmol
6 uS, 'lug b
H,O,~mol

natural gas

lemp.alpl.J,·C -195 -172 25
CH.. ~mol 228 ± 5 228 ± 5 0.16 ± 0.01 0.06 ± 0.01
C,H.. ~mol 24 ± 1 0.19 ± 0.01 24 ± 1 0.10 ± 0.01
C,H.. ~mol 9.1 ± 0.4 0.12, 0.01 0.26 ± 0.01 . 8.8 , 0.4
>C,H.. ~mol 1.9 ± 0.1 0.15 , 0.01 trace 1.7 , 0.1

a 6 'JC,ok.= [(I Jell JC)s;ampJr,/(IJC/ 1JC)referencfl - 1] 1000, where (IJe/ l lC),-efermce is taken to be that of the COl in the
initial mixture. b Analogous to 6 1JC in a. C Uncertainties expressed as one standard deviation. d Not measured.

v line and analyzed. This gas was found to be almost pure
methane. The gas fraction harvested from the trap at -172
·C was 98% ethane. The fraction obtained when the trap was
warmed to ambient temperature constituted 95'10 by volume
of the propane and higher molecular weight components in
the original gas mixture. These data show that the varia­
ble-temperature trap could facilitate the isolation and isotopic
analysis of relatively pure methane, ethane, and higher
molecular weight fractions of natural gas. Also, because such
a procedure could remove the large methane and ethane
components of the gas sample. the gas chromatographic
analysis of the higher molecular weight residue would achieve
a higher sensitivity for minor components in this residue.

The present variable-temperature cold trap design compares
favorably with other gos separation techniques in terms of
expense, simplicity, and versat.i1ity. The trap can be fabricated
from easily obtainable materials at a cost of less than $250.
Although a sophisticated temperature-control system could
be interfaced with the cold trap, a 20-W power supply and
a thermocouple readout device are sufficient for its operation.
A typical three-component gas mixture can be separated in
about 40 min. The trap can handle 100 ~mol amounts of gases
such as SO, and H,O, a feat well beyond the capabilities of
conventional gas chromatographs. Therefore, alt.hough the
cold trap resolution is substantially lower than those of gas
chromatographic systems, the trap is still quite useful for a
variety of useful applications requiring the separation of simple
gas mixtures.

Figure 1. SChematic drawing of the variable·temperalure cryogenic
trap

probably reflects adsorption of this gas onto the unheated glass
surfaces of the vacuum line.

Table II also shows the results of an attempt to separate
a natural gas sample. The gas fractions were analyzed using
a Hewlett-Packard Model 5830A gas chromatograph fitted
with a flame-ionization detector. A bOom glass capillary
column was coated with n-octanol and temperature pro­
grammed from 10 to 1oo·C at 10·Imin. As the trap cooled,
a Toepler pump circulated the gas mixture through the cold
trap. After thermocouple J attained liquid-nitrogen tem­
perature. the uncondensed gas was removed from the vacuum
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Potentiometric Determination of Phenoxyalkylcarboxyllc Acids In Pesticides

N. Clocan

Central Laboratory lor Pastlcldes Control, Sos. Alumatl 11, Bucharast 72964, Romania

G. E. Balulescu'

National Instftuta 01 Chemistry, Spl. Indepandenta{ 202, Bucharast 77206, Romania

It is well known that attachment of -OCH,COOH,
-OCH(CH3)COOH, and -O(CH,)3COOH groups to aromatic
rings leads to an important class of herbicides.

The repeated extractions of these herbicides with diethy)
ether in acid medium, followed by the gravimetric and vol·
umetric analyses, constitute a method used for the deter·
mination of phenoxyalkylcarboxylic acid, in pesticide for­
mulations.

This method is recommended by FAO and ClPAC and used
by all producers and users in spite of its disadvantages, such
as lack of specificity, reduced sensitivity, consumation of a
great quantity of ether, etc. The method and its various
modifications (1-4) ne<:essitate the use of macrosamples Oo--SO
g) and determinations of equivalent weights and melting
points to prove the purity of the ethered extracl. The analysis
of pesticides that contain mixtures of phenoxyalkylcarboxylic
acids with other extractable compounds in diethyl ether
becomes even more complicated. We propose below a method
that eliminates the disadvantages mentioned above.

EXPERIMENTAL

Apparatus. The potential was measured vs. 8 double-junction
Orion electrode (No. 90-02-00) with potassium nitrate solution
in the other compartment using an Orion Research Digital
Ionalyzer 801 A. The solutions were magnetically stirred.

Membrane Electrode. As indicator elcctrooe, a Hg2:l+ sensitive

extractive electrode was used. This electrode has been described
elsewhere (5, 6).

Reagents. Analytical grade reagents were used, supplied by
Chemapol: 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4-0), Bayer: 4­
chloro-2-methylphenoxyacetic acid (MCPA1, Serva: 2,4,5-tri­
chlorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4,5-T), VEB Electrochemisches
Kombinat Bitterfeld: dimethylamine salt of 2,4-dichlorophen­
oxyacetic acid. All other reagents were from Reactivul Bucharest.

The Hg,(NO,l, solution, -0.1 N, was prepared by grinding
mercurous nitrate with metallic mercury. Then 20 mL of 2 N
HN03and 500 mL of distilled water were added. The solution
was filtered and diluted to 1000 mL \\ith distilled water. Metallic
mercury was added as a preservative.

Procedure. The following procedure was used for all de­
terminations: weigh precisely A g of substance corresponding to
0.1-0.8 g of phenoxyalkylcarboxylic acid. Add 10-20 mL of methyl
alcohol and 40--80 mL of distilled water. Neutralize with 0.1 N
HN03vs. methyl red (addition of excess acid leads to precipitstion
of organic acid). A solution of 0.1 1'1 Hg,(N03), is added. The
amount added depends on the amount of phenoxyacetic acid
presumed to be in the sample. An excess of aboutl-JO mL should
be present. The less excess presen~ the more rapid the washing
of the precipitate mentioned below. Leave the sample for 10
minutes with occasional shaking. Filter through wide pore filter
paper and wash the precipitste with distilled water until complete
elimination of Hg22t- (the wash water does not react with KBr or
diphenylcarbawne). The precipitate is transferred quantitatively
with 100-250 mL of 1-2 N HN03 into the beaker in which the

T.ble J. Analysis of 2-Methyl-4-chlorophenoxy.cetic Acid (MCPA1, 2,4-Dichlorophenoxy.cetic Acid (2,4-D), 2,4,5-
Trichlorophenoxyacetic Acid (2,4,5-T) and Dimethylamine Salt of 2,4·Dichlorophenoxyacetic Acid (DMA)

S.mple
MCPA,g 2,4-D, g DMA,g 2,4,5·T, g

No. Taken Found Taken Found Taken Found Taken Found

1 0.1000 0.0998 0.1105 0.1100 0.1250 0.1247 0.1010 0.1013
2 0.1404 0.1408 0.1547 0.1543 0.1750 0.1754 0.2222 0.2220
3 0.1805 0.1800 0.1989 0.1987 0.2250 0.2256 0.1414 0.1418
4 0.2206 0.2206 0.2431 0.2433 0.2750 0.2750 0.2805 0.2811
5 0.2610 0.2607 0.2873 0.2871 0.3250 0.3257 0.2930 0.2925

Results

25.010.1

24.81 0.15

29.5, 0.1

45.01 0.1

23.1 , 0.1

37.21 0.2

250 , 1.5

Active ingredients

0.40-1.20

0.40-1.00

0.30-1.00

0.30-1.20

0.30-0.80

Taken, g

0.35-1.10

0.50-1.90

Liquid

Liquid

Liquid

State

Liquid

Liquid

Liquid

Solid

DM 68'

DMA"

Butyrac 175c

Anilen M'

Dikotex 40·

Kurond

No.

4

6

7

3

5

Table U. Some of the Herbicides Analyzed by Potentiometric Titration (For Each Product Five Analyses Were
Performed)

Commercial
name

33% dimethyl.mine salt of 2,4-dichloro­
phenoxyacctic acid

40% ammonium snit of 2-methyl-4-chloro·
phenoxyacetic acid

23% dimethyl.mine salt of 4-(2,4·di·
chlorophenoxy )butyric acid

45% 2-(2,4,5-trichlorophenoxy)­
propionic acid

25% 2-methyl-4-ehlorophenoxyacetic acid,
2% 3.6-dichloro-o-anisinic acid

250 giL 2-methyl-4-chlorophenoxyacetic .cid,
80 giL 9·hydroxyfluoren-9-carboxylic acid

25% (4-ehloro-2-methylphenoxy)-2-propionic acid,
13.5% 2,4·dinitro·6·/er/·butyl phenol

o Romanian product; b Czechoslovakian product; C Amchem, USA; d Dow.Chemical, USA; e Chemie Linz, Austria;
f Cela Merck, W. Germany;' Pepro, France.

0003-2700178/03Sll-1407$Ol.0010 C 1978 American ChemIcaJ Socloty
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precipitation was done. Titrate potentiometrically with B mL
of 0.1 N KBr standard solution. The phenoxyalkylcarboxylic acid
content with the molecular weight, mol wt. is given by:

mol wt·B
%Acid;lOOA

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The method is based on the fact that phenoxyalkyl­

carboxylic acids react with Hg," giving insoluble precipitates,
(ArOCOO),Hg,.

The determination of mercurous mercury contained in the
precipitate leads to the evaluation of the concentration of
phenoxyalkylcarboxylic acids in the' sample.

The titration curve allows 8 very Dccurate localization of
the equivalenoe point, with potential jumps exceeding 150 mV
(Figure I). The method is particularily precise. As an il­
lustration, Table I shows the results obtained with analytical
standards. The methOd can be extended to the analysis of
samples with 8 minimum content of 0.01 g of phenoxy­
alkylcarboxylic acid using 0.01 N KBr solutions as titrant. The
method is applicable to the determination of phenoxy­
alkylcarboxylic acids in all commercial products.

Table II presents some products analyzed using the method
previously described as well as the analytical results.

Halides, pseudohalides. sulfides. carbamatcs, amines, ox­
idants and reductants, different cations, etc. do nol interfere.

Organic acids that give precipitates with Hgl+ in slightly
acidic medium (phthalic, oxalic) arc not found in herbicides.

Because of its selectivity, the method is applicable to tbe
analysis of a wide range of herbicides containing phenoxy·
nlkylcnrboxylic acids alone or in a mixture with other acidic
organic compounds extractable in diethyl ether. If the acid
group is esterified, it becomes necessary to hydrolyze it be·
forehand with hydroxides (1-4).

320

280

240

160

120 J
80·

L~""", ,_
2 4 (j 8 .:> 12 ''-;

mlk8r

Figure 1. Trtration curve of mercurous 2.4-dichlorophenoxyacetate
in 250 mL of 2 N HNOJ with 0.1 N KBr

Because of the performances of the method in which the
precision, selectivity, and rapidity is concerned, it has been
used by us to establish tbe quality of all commercial products
containing phcnoxyalkylcarboxylic acids.
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