


















































































320 REVIEWS

Reviews.
ALLEN'S COMMERCIAL ORGANIC ANALYSIS. Fifth edition. Vol. IV. Entirely

rewritten. Edited by S. A. SADTLER, S.B., E. C. LATHROP, A.B., Ph.D.,
and C. A. MITCHELL, M.A., F.I.C. 8vo. Pp. x.+648. London: J. &
A. Churchill, 1926. Price 30s. net.

This volume, as in the previous edition, deals with Resins, Indiarubber,
and Essential Oils and their Constituents, rather more than two-thirds of its
pages being devoted to the subject of Essential Oils. The number of contributors
has on this occasion been reduced to four, Mr. E. ]. Parry being responsible for
sections on Resins, and on the Constitution and Analysis of Essential Oils, Messrs.
E. K. Nelson and G. A. Russell for one on the Special Characters of Essential
Oils, whilst the subject of Indiarubber is dealt with by Mr. J. B. Tuttle. It is
difficult to see what reason there can be for the arrangement of the book adopted,
the first section, on the special characters of essential oils, being separated from the
other portions of the book dealing with essential oils by those on Resins and
Indiarubber.

The first section consists chiefly of more or less complete monographs on some
seventy essential oils, those of cassia, cinnamon, wintergreen and bitter almond
being now included for the first time. The allocation of space to the different
oils appears rather out of proportion, 42 pages being given to turpentine oil, as
compared with only 2i pages to the various geranium oils, and not quite 4 pages,
of which one is almost entirely taken up with a table, to citronella oils. Most of
the errors in this section pointed out by the reviewer of the previous edition have
now disappeared, but under Sandalwood oil one still finds the work of Potlivet
attributed to Potoliet, and European pennyroyal oil (Mentha pulegium) again
appears under Hedeoma, though the two genera are quite distinct. No reference
is made to the great improvement in character which has taken place in recent
years in West Australian sandalwood oil, and the figures given do not in the least
represent present-day oil, which contains 90-95 per cent of total alcohols (cal
culated as santalol), and has a laevo-rotation up to -150 30'. The practice now
usually adopted in this country of referring to the oil from Mentha arvensis as
] apanese Mint oil, rather than peppermint oil, has not been followed, and no
figure is given for the pulegone-content of pennyroyal oil. Shiu oil, which has
recently been renamed "Ho oil," deserves more notice than the bare mention
of the fact that it is sometimes used as an adulterant of linaloe c;l. In the
description, under eucalyptus oil, of Schimmel's resorcinol method for the deter
mination of cineol it is stated that 100 C.c. of oil should be taken, whereas this
should be 10 C.c.

This section closes with a short reference of 1t pages to terpeneless oils, a
tabular list of source, characters, and known constituents of the better-known
oils, and a solubility table of the most used odoriferous substances, in alcohol,
glycerol, olive oil, and paraffin oil. Many of the limits given for genuine oils would
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