
























































LEGAL NOTES 633

TEA.-Of 13 samples analysed, 12 were found to be adulterated or not to
conform to the prescribed standard. The principal fraudulent practices are the
mixing of foreign dusts with tea dust and the sale of exhausted tea leaves.

MILK.-Of 40 samples analysed, 13 were found to contain added water.
B. K. MANDAL.

DHANBAN, BIHAR AND ORISSA.

Legal Notes.
Under this heading will be published notes on cases in which points of special legal

or chemical interest arise. The Editor would be glad to receive particulars of
such cases.

RANCID BUTTER.

ON July 31st a tradesman of Bethnal Green was summoned at Old Street Police
Court for having sold butter which was certified by the Public Analyst, Mr. A. E.
Parkes, to contain 8·5 per cent. excess of free fatty acids (10,52 per cent. in all),
and was rancid.

The defendant stated that he made the butter himself for private consumption.
The Magistrate (Mr. Snell) imposed a fine of Is. with 2 guineas costs.

THE PURPORTED WEIGHT OF TEA.

ON August 14th a multiple-shop Company was summoned at Romford for selling,
contrary to the Sale of Food (Weights and Measures) Act, tea in a wrapper which
did not state the true minimum net weight.

Mr. C. Berridge, for the Essex County Council, said that the proceedings were
taken under Sec. 4 of the Act, and the case depended upon the interpretation of
the word "purport." If the particular packets purported to be less than two
ounces they were exempt from the regulation, but his contention was that it was
not obvious that the packets were less than two ounces.

An assistant inspector gave evidence as to the purchase of six packets, for
which he paid a shilling. Three were broken open to ascertain the net weight of
the tea, and the gross weights of the other packets were then ascertained. The
net weights were I oz. 2!- drms. to I oz. 3 drms., and the gross weights were
1 oz. 4i drms. to 1 oz. 5 drms. Other packets in the shop bore a statement of
the net weight.

the solicitor for the defence contended that the defendants were exempt,
because they sold packets which purported to be less than 2 ozs. It was clear from
the weights mentioned by the inspector that this must have been obvious to the
purchaser. A two-oz. packet was almost double the size of these twopenny
packets.

The Bench were of opinion that there should have been some indication on the
packets that they were under two ounces, and they therefore convicted, and fined
the defendants lOs. in each of the three cases. They were prepared to state a case
in the event of an appeal.
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