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An ex cavat ion of the ruins at W at Phra Meru, Nakorn

P athom, was made by the Fine Arts Department in 1938. By

casual obse r vat ion the building of the rui ns w as of Khmer Style,

th a t w as in certain case s t h e l aying of st on es with t h e USe of

r esins as cementing material s. It w as not iced in th is case that

the gaps between s tones cont atn e d a certain b ind ing m ateri al whi ch

could be leached out by w ater a nd wou l rl a gain h arden in t he

sun. The binding mater ial w as a nalysed at t he Dep ar t ment and

found to consist of a kind of local rocks called H in K a i PI a,

well g ro und , mixed wi th sand a nd certai n r esins. It is thus

quite interes ting t o n ot e that t hough t he bu i l ders f ollo we d

Khm er' s Art s of sto n es b inding i n ge nera l , t he y a lso introduced

the use of well gro und r ock in the ceme n t ing material.

Fibres Section

That a la rge quanti ty of woven goods were sent here fo r

a na lys is necessi t ated t he se t t ing up of a Tex tiles Section . The

n ame of t h e sec t ion w as ch.ange d fr om 'I'c-xt.iles to Fibres so as

to i n clude all fibres used in Iu .lus try.

foods Sectisn

FOt· a lo ng t ime t he Depart ment h as been i nt eres t ed in

food analysi s. Thail and has ab und an t f'ood stnffs but mo st of

t he peoples a re no t well aw are of t he i r food · value in nu tri ti on.

The F ood s Sectio n began an alys is of com m on foods such as ve

get ables, f r u i t s , fish p astes aud fis h s au ces , a nd t he la st t wo

were st.an d ard ized f or futnre cont ro l. Result. » of analys es of

certa in n ative frui t s an d veg ct.ab les arc t abulatad be low .

This sec t ion a lso ca r ri ed out r outine an a lys is of food

p roduced by the M i l i t ar y Supp lies Depa rtment. The d a i l y a l 

low an ce for Thai so ldie rs con s is ts of 100 g . p rotein , 350 g . car

boh ydr a t e and 150 g. fat per h ead .
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