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An abstracting service on electrochemistry seems to be particularly needed because
papers on fundamental electrochemistry or on problems solved with the aid ofelectro
chemical methods are scattered in nearly all other sections into which the above·
mentioned classical abstracting periodicals are subdivided, from physical to analytical,
from inorganic to general, from organic to pharmaceutical.
This is the reason why 'Electrochemical Abstracts' began its publication some three
years ago. However, the title of this abstracting service must not be misinterpreted.
Not only analytical electrochemistry is dealt with, but also all jimdamental electro
chemistry, and any other topiC that is more or less related to elcctrochemistry or
that utilizes electrochemical methods. About 500 periodicals and all available non·
periodical reports are abstracted, until now producing about 2500 abstracts yearly,
and perhaps still more in the near future.
Furthermore, the rapidly-growing number of papers of interest to readers of this
abstracting periodical will be closely followed, so that it is expected that vol. 4 will
offer about 3500 abstracts, nearly double the number published in the first volume.
For many of them the author's abstracts are utilized, by courtesy of the original
periodicals, in order to speed up the publication of the abstracts.
The abstracts are classified into eleven sections, of which the first two, Fundamental
Electrochemistry and Apparatus, are of general interest and collect the papers of
fundamental and theoretical electrochemistry and those devoted to instrumentation.
The following eight are classified according to the different electrochemical methods:
Polarography, Amperometry, Potentiometry, Conductometry, Electrolysis, Coulo
metry, Electrophoresis, and other methods. The last section contains the abstracts
of papers devoted to some other topics, which, though related to electrochemistry,
are not easily classifiable into one of the preceding sections. A section devoted to
Book Reviews and New Books is also included.
It is the aim of the Editor to offer a service which will fully cover all sections of
electrochemistry, and which, after the unavoidable initial difficulties, will become
progressively more useful to anyone directly or indirectly interested in this important
branch of chemistry.
The Editor will be grateful to colleagues for any constructive criticism and suggestions
which, in addition to his own experience, may be used to improve the service in
every possible way.

Birkhauser
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