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Sample of molasses, on a dry matter basis, contained an average of 53.5% total sugars, 21.20%
reducing sugar 0.62% N, 0.06% P, 0.87% Ca, 2.49% K and 0.06% Na. It contained 9.35% ash. Asa
major nutrient component for L. casei 703, this molasses which is grossly deficient in Mn, Mg and Fe,
contains more than necessary the previously mentioned minerals for the growth and lactic acid production.

The production of lactic acid-from the substrate of molasses solution contained 5% sugar by fer-
mentation is proved possible. Moreover, in the laboratory-scale method, no particular difficulties were
encountered in producing a crude lactic acid.
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