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Abstract

This research was studied on a utilization of sludge as an adsorbent by comparing the adsorption efficiencies
and phenomena obtained with reactive and basic dyes. An activated sludge from wastewater treatment system and
commercial-grade powder activated carbon were used as adsorbents. Effect of surface treatment by acid and base on
dye adsorption capacities was studied including the effect of nonionic surfactant. The results showed that the
adsorption kinetic rate was fitted to pseudo-second o.rder. The reactive dye had more potential to be adsorbed after
using basic treatment on activated carbon and also on sludge as adsorbents. Moreover, the basic dye had the highest
adsorption efficiency obtained with acid treatment on activated carbon, whereas, sludge had the highest basic dye
adsorption efficiency after acid treatment. It was found that sludge and activated carbon treated by acid solution had
lower pH,,: that can increased adsorption capacities of basic dye. On contrary, sludge and activated carbon treated by
basic solution had higher pH,,: that can increased adsorption capacities of reactive dye. The Langmuir isotherm
_odel was well described for dye adsorption. Moreover, the presence of nonionic surfactant (TX-100) could affect to
adsorption efficiencies of basic and reactive dyes on activated carbon by decreasing adsorption efficiency to 26 and 17

percent respectively. While, reactive and basic dyes adsorption on sludge in the presence of nonionic surfactant

(TX-100) were decreasing approximately 4 and 37 percent, respectively.

Keywords : Adsorption; sludge; activated carbon; reactive dyes; basic dyes; surfactant
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